Dissertation Prospectus
Lauer and Asher (1988) divide the process of rhetorical inquiry into five parts: 1) identifying a motivating concern, 2) posing questions, 3) engaging in heuristic search, 4) creating a new theory or hypotheses, and 5) justifying the theory. This dissertation prospectus can follow these parts as well. However, because it comes at the beginning stages of the project, it primarily focuses on processes 1 through 3. Thus, the primary outcomes for your dissertation prospectus are an understanding of the complexities of conducting sound research and creating a plan for creating and justifying your new theory. 
Like the examples Lauer and Asher provide of Moffett, Kinneavy, and Young, Becker, and Pike, locate a “motivating dissatisfaction” for yourself and the discipline (4). The restraints are that your issue must have direct connections to the field of rhetoric and writing studies, and, as Creswell says, it is something that can and should be researched. 

To make what may seem like a daunting task manageable, we’ll divide the project into four parts:
1. propose a research question relevant to Rhetoric and Writing Studies; 

2. survey a sampling of published research related to your issue; 

3. articulate methods and methodologies to collect and process the data; and 

4. demonstrate an awareness of the possible ethical or scholarly concerns for a researcher who might conduct this project. 
Methodology (What type of study? What will you study? How you will study it? How will you collect data? 

5. create a brief chapter framework that outlines what you envision will be included in each chapter.

6. develop a completion timeline.
In other words, in the range of 15-20 pages, please do the following: 
1. Purpose statement and Research question: In this section, you’ll want to provide some of the background information that led you to the statement and question. Here is where you will identify your motivating concern and demonstrate how and why you got there. Some questions to get you started may include: 
a. What do readers need to better understand your topic?

b. What do readers know little about in terms of your topic?
c. What do you propose to study?

d. What is your purpose statement? (use the scripts on Creswell’s pages 114, 118, or 122-23 to get you started)

e. What are your research questions? (use the scripts on Creswell’s pages 131 or 133 to get you started)
2. Survey of research/lit review: Don’t let this part get out of hand! Depending on your research question, you might have mountains of research to review. Make this manageable and useful by choosing only the most relevant texts and pointing to the text you plan to read soon. In this review, you’ll want to comment on the nature of the research and how effective it is in addressing your research question.

3. Methods and methodologies: Design ways to solve/address/explore your research question. What method will you use? What data collection instruments will you implement or design? Include a survey or a rubric, for example, when appropriate.
a. Will you research be qualitative, quantitative, or mixed?

b. What are the settings and who are the people you will study?

c. What methods do you plan to use to provide the data?

d. How will you analyze the data?

e. How will you validate your findings?
4. Ethical or scholarly concerns: What issues will or might come up with the research? How will these concerns affect the research you are able to do? Review the “ethical issues to anticipate” section on pages 87-92 in Creswell for guidance. 
a. What ethical issues will your study present?

b. Will your study require IRB approval? If so, go to www.irbnet.org and set up an account. Create a consent form and a project overview.

c. What do preliminary results show about the practicability and value of the proposed study?
5. Chapter outline: How many chapters do you plan to include and what will they be about? Create tentative chapter titles and describe each chapter in two paragraphs or fewer. 

6. Timeline: What is your target completion date? Work backwards to consider drafting of chapters, time for review by your chair, time for revision, and so on. You should plan to submit the entire dissertation to your committee no less than two weeks before the scheduled defense date. 
I recommend two books as you are getting started:

Creswell, J. (2008). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches. 3rd ed. Los Angeles, Sage. (there is a newer edition available as well)
Foss, S, & Waters, W. (2007). Destination dissertation: A traveler’s guide to a done dissertation. New York: Rowman & Littlefield. 
While writing the prospectus is an important step in your research, and while defending it is considered a milestone, the document is not “official” and is not set in stone. Things will change as you research and write.
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