Assignment 3: Journal/Conference Quality Paper  (30% of points)

Due May 15 Final Project Due Length: 10 single-spaced pages (including references)

Final Presentation- 10 minute May 4th.
Purpose of Assignment

· To get you familiarized with what genres, contexts, audiences and formats of writing you can expect in your future career

· To let you analyze a scholarly (academic) journal or conference and address your writing to a particular scholarly community
· To prepare you for the types of academic writing that you will engage in as a professional

· To use the readings and writings and do additional research in a topic of interest for you
· To address deeper ideas and connections to the readings done so far and address a particular community in computers and writing
· To display your capability of integrating complex ideas and negotiate and produce new ideas and contribute to the field of composition and specifically computers and writing.
About the Assignment

For this assignment, I ask that you locate a particular journal (Computers and Composition, Kairos, Technical Communication Quarterly) or conference (Computers and Writing, 4Cs, ACM’s Special Interest Group Documentation and Online Communication (SIGDOC) etc) and write a journal style quality paper. During this course, you will have read and engaged in discussions on readings that may have struck a chord or were of interest to you. For this assignment I ask that you include at least 1-2 papers that we have read in addition to including 6-8 scholarly sources. This assignment is focused on getting your academic foot in the door. 

The ideal paper will engage in scholarly discussions at a graduate level, and advance a particular argument with regards to computers and writing. That is, your paper should be about using some type of computer/technology and writing as a practice, whether we talk about rhetoric, composition, linguistics, online teaching, etc. etc. For this paper, it is probably best if you set up as complete a framework and keep the discussion theoretical (as opposed to a research study, which typically takes a lot of time to do). In handing in this assignment, please include the ideal venue that you plan to submit to in the form of a journal. I would like this assignment to be as useful as possible for you, so if you are interested in going to a particular conference or publish in a particular journal – go for it!
Use the following structure for your paper:

Title: With Subtitle (Use Academic Paper Title – this is the fun part, create an imaginitive title – not: Assignment 3)

Abstract (write this last) – 250 words – with an overview of the main points (write this last after you have finished your paper). 

Keywords: Video Games; Rhetoric; Digital Rhetoric, etc. etc.

Introduction – use the Swales model to introduce your paper. 
For the introduction, use the Swales Create A Research Space (CARS) model:

http://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Swalesian-Introduction
Briefly, the CARS model creates an opening via a research gap (in this case, the gap is the issue that you are researching and informing your reader about). CARS does this by

1) Introducing an issue broadly; 2) giving an overview of existing research, 3) introducing the gap (and 3-4RQs to answer it) 4) providing answers briefly 5) identifying the structure of the writing and 6) “closing” the gap by addressing the contribution it makes to the field.  The CARS introduction works by Six rhetorical “moves”:

Use the 6 moves of:

1) Start with a narrative hook (from wide to specific) or introduction that provides an overview of your research topic to the reader in a compelling way.
2) Introduce the large-scale discussions in the field by scholars on this topic. See this as you giving an overview of these discussions for your readers by summing up these main scholars’ arguments briefly using APA parenthetical citations (e.g. Verhulsdonck, 2015).

3) Define a research gap. Use a strong “However” or “But” statement to indicate and start your gap. See this as your Research Question that you will explore. At any time, during writing, if you wonder if something should be in your paper, go back to this statement. Also, distinguish two types of information: Need-to-tell versus want-to-tell. The former is needed, whereas the latter is not. Take out the want-to-tell information in terms of does it add to answering my research question? – if not, take out.

4) Provide the answer to your research gap in the form of a strong thesis statement. You can do this as Fill the gap/ Ask a question/ Establish a Niche/ Continue a Niche. Depending on your gap, you will have either a preliminary answer, or an idea that you will pursue. See this as your thesis statement and goal.
5) Identify structure of your writing – this article is structured in the following way: the first section will explore the issue x. The second section, with an eye to y, will present z. In order to answer q, the following section looks at r.  
6) Complete your introduction by closing the gap- Tel how your work contributes to the field of composition/computers and writing in general (aka Qui Bono – what is to be gained).

Have a clear thesis statement as your answer. That is, what you are arguing in this particular paper should be indicated by a rhetorical move where you summarize your main position.

The position you take should involve an issue that is of controversy or has not been investigated (your research gap), and that you provide a strong answer to as part of your thesis. That is, your research has implications beyond just theoretical discussion. Consider your audience of the journal – what is it that they need to hear.  Avoid writing a paper with a thesis that is really moot (for example, arguing that we need to have more technology in the classroom is not really an argument, as we have plenty of this out there). Also avoid writing a paper where your argument is really 
Body: Provide an argument with a literature review that  synthesizes and discusses your ideas in terms of proving your thesis and addressing your research gap. Do recognize that your body is a presentation of ideas, and will need to compacted and revised to shape up for an academic paper by way of strong transitions between ideas. Use clear topic sentences to make your paragraphs clear direction-wise (my tip: add your topic/transition sentences after you have written and organized the bulk of your writing, then use this process to compact and strengthen your ideas by adding topic sentences. This process lets you focus on the main ideas and their relationships between paragraphs). Always use APA appropriately.

Conclusion: Summarize your ideas in a coherent manner in 1-2 paragraphs, and add future work to be done. Close the research gap (the “However” or “But” issue) by providing a definitive answer that you already indicated in your thesis. Additionally, ad a how-to section as to what teachers of composition need to consider, and /or what future research you envision as needed based on your discussion and analysis of your research. The future work is you discussing the implications of your ideas to the community of scholars you are addressing (for most of you, people who work in the area of computers and composition/writing). What are the implications of your ideas? Are there practical recommendations that you think they should consider based on your research? 

IMPORTANT: At any time, it should be clear what your ideas and words are, and what the ideas of others are. You should carefully take notes, add the author, year and page number at any time, if the ideas or words are not yours. Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and you will receive a “0” for the assignment if you are found to have done so. At this level, you need to know how to do this, so no excuses.

Grading Criteria

	
	INTRODUCTION

Includes, Title, Abstract, Keywords, Introduction.

Introduction has well-developed and clear central claim (thesis) as part of its answer to research gap. 

Introduction uses Swales in rhetorically effective way and uses formula as discussed in class and presented here. 

Essay follows outline of Abstract, Introduction, Body and Conclusion as defined above.

Essay has clear topic sentences and transitions between ideas smoothly.


	BODY

Clear overview of the theories and central argument adds to existing literature and thoughts (i.e. applies theories in a novel way).  Paper addresses new ideas by synthesizing and analyzing existing theoretical frameworks and building upon them to present its own ideas. Does not just summarize existing theories, but has considered them and synthesized them in new ways through their research and added to these ideas
	CONCLUSION

Conclusion has a strong summary of ideas and answers main gap persuasively. Conclusion also provides a future work/ research and/or practical implications of the research (how these ideas should be implemented by scholars of composition – consider practical bullet-list of “how-to” practices)
	SCHOLARLY QUALITY

Analyzes, Synthesizes and Expands on Ideas in Academic, Graduate Level Appropriate To Course.
Uses 1-2 course readings; 6-8 outside sources related to computers and writing. 

Addresses a specific research/ discourse community (Kairos, Computers and Composition, CCC, etc. etc.) and uses the same formatting for their paper
Follow APA citation guidelines. (This regardless of whether or not the journal you emulate follows MLA/ or other formatting guidelines).

Written at graduate level and engages with ideas in advanced ways. 

	
	25%
	25%
	25%
	25%


