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Scholarship in Geography and other disciplines 
understands race as a social construction (Inwood 
and Martin 2008; Melamed 2006; Hoelscher 2003; 
Nash 2003; Delaney 2002; Holloway 2000; Omi and 
Winant 1994). This line of reasoning argues that ideas 
about race are historically created and contemporarily 
recreated, enforced and manifest through everyday 
actions (Marable 2002). As geographers have increas- 
ingly focused on the ways in which the social 
construction of race is related to the construction of 
particular places and spatial relations, a consensus has 
emerged that place and race are inextricably linked 
(Kobayashi and Peake 2000). These connections 
between place and race have led Holloway (2000, 
p. 197) to observe that we need to uncover and unpack 
the relationship between race and place and concep- 
tualize it within its historical and geographical 
frameworks. An integral aspect of placing the concept 
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of race within a spatial context is the examination of 
the relationship between the construction of racialized 
identities and the racialization of place. With this 
broad recognition in mind, the idea for this special 
issue of GeoJournal emerged from a series of 
organized sessions at the 2007 Association of Amer- 
ican Geographers meeting held in San Francisco, 
California. The sessions were organized around an 
exploration of the ways race is dialectically linked 
with constructions of place and space. 

Processes of racialization involve the use of 
biological criteria (i.e. phenotype etc.) to separate 
people into distinct groups for the purpose of 
domination and exploitation. For example, since 
modern U.S. society was historically founded on 
concepts of racial exclusion, race remains integral to 
the contemporary workings of state policy and affects 
the lives of all members of society. Goldberg (2002, 
p. 49) suggests, "[modern U.S. society] has been 
about increasingly sophisticated forms of racial 
formation, power and exclusion", which in turn 
require more sophisticated forms of analysis. Thus 
social scientists have sought to discern how and to 
what degree such processes of racialization have 
resulted in the construction of individual and group 
identities within specific historical and geographic 
contexts (e.g. Pulido 2006; Bonilla-Silva 2004). 
Racialization of place is a process of constructing 
particular geographic landscapes that help define and 
reinforce racialized social hierarchies, thus facilitat- 
ing domination and exploitation. 
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As efforts to interrogate race and place continue, it 
becomes clear that to "critically engage with race and 
racism requires an inter-and-multidisciplinary effort" 
(Nash 2003, p. 638) focused on the multi-layered and 
contested nature of racialized identifies. Much of the 
current work on race in the social sciences is 
informed by and through an anti-essentialist agenda 
that seeks to: 

Deconstruct race as a naturalized hierarchy of 
biologically distinctive human groups while 
exploring processes of racialization which place 
individuals and groups within racial categories 
and have material effects in terms of the 
unequal distribution of power and wealth (Nash 
2003, p. 639). 

The ways in which processes of racialization have 
shaped the identities and lives of individuals as well as 
racial/ethnic geographies and landscapes have served 
as foci for many contemporary geographers. Specifi- 
cally, geographers have explored the creation of 
landscapes of social exclusion (e.g. Hoelscher 2003; 
Delaney 1998; Schein 1997), the interlinkages 
between the prison industrial complex and the eco- 
nomically oppressed (e.g. Gilmore 2007), and the 
connections between Black experiences in the Dias- 
pora and the politics of place (McKittrick and Woods 
2007). In addition, geographers have begun to apply a 
racialization perspective to analyses of both native- 
born and immigrant groups in specific geographic and 
temporal contexts and at multiple scales (Pulido 2006; 
Winders 2005). As geographers have continued to 
interrogate the relationship between racialization and 
place, researchers have stressed the need to look at how 
race lies at the intersection of a multiplicity of 
differences that are produced in conjunction with one 
another. The recognition that racialization depends in 
part on the intersection of identity positions or 
subjectivities (e.g. race, gender, class, sexuality, etc.) 
has both problematized the concept of race and fueled a 
richer, more sustained engagement with identity 
construction (Valentine 2007). Given this history, race 
is manifest in all aspects of cultural life, including, as 
we contend in this special issue, in the construction of 
place and the reinforcement of racialized identities. 
Thus a multifaceted relationship exists between place 
and race wherein places are racialized while places also 
structure, construct, and re-produce racialized individ- 
ual identities. 

Ö Springer 

The papers collected here, while diverse in 
outlook, share a focus on the link between the social 
construction of space and place and the production of 
racialized identities. All of the contributions to this 
special issue are empirical projects that interrogate 
some aspect of racialization at scales ranging from 
the body to the neighborhood to the region. In the first 
paper, Bobby Wilson provides an historical account 
of the ways in which race and economics intersected 
in the U.S. South following the end of the Civil War. 
Wilson explores the contradictions surrounding wage 
labor following the end of slavery and the imposition 
of Jim Crow Segregation. According to Wilson what 
emerges in the post-bellum U.S. South is a kind of 
"flexible racism" that resolved the contradictions 
inherent in commodity exchange and removed bar- 
riers that were part of the slave economy that had 
prevented African Americans from taking part in the 
exchange of commodities. 

The second paper by Ellen Hostteter argues that 
emotion plays a critical role in processes of racializa- 
tion. Through her examination of the landscape of 
public housing development in Charlotte, North Car- 
olina and Lexington, Kentucky she examines how the 
human emotions of fear and disgust are linked with the 
creation of race. Her work points to the ways federal, 
state and local actors are engaged in a complex process 
of landscape creation which is linked to powerful 
feelings that help to construct racialized landscapes. 

Leela Viswanathan through a case study of social 
planning practices in contemporary Toronto reveals 
how several ethnic and racial groups forged a collec- 
tive identity to contest the racialization of their 
communities. Drawing from personal experience and 
empirical research this article examines the challenges 
involved in engaging with anti-racist social planning 
activities within the framework of neo-liberal eco- 
nomic policies. Importantly this work speaks to the 
multiplicity of factors involved in the racialization 
process and the contradictions that simultaneously 
push socially conscious groups together while also 
ripping them apart. In so doing, Viswanathan places 
the process of racialization within a wider North 
American framework. 

By examining the changing ethnic makeup of 
central Texas Joy Adams' looks at how ethnic festivals 
are playing an increasingly important role in main- 
taining historical claims of German-American identity 
in central Texas. This work intersects with critical 
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landscape studies and the production of race through an 
examination of the way German-American commu- 
nities and German-themed festivals mirror processes 
of racialization that have been present for at least 
150 years. Of critical importance is the way the 
migration of Hispanics and Anglos has contributed to 
the changing role ethnic festivals are playing in an 
increasingly diversified central Texas landscape. 

The fifth and final paper draws from racialization 
theory to examine the way Central American immi- 
grants experience the racialization process in Atlanta, 
GA. In so doing, Robert Yarbrough argues that even 
though immigrants from Central America come from 
a diversity of backgrounds, they often experience a 
form of racialization in Atlanta that lumps them into a 
generic 'Mexican' racialized category. Such cases of 
mistaken identity give Central American migrants a 
kind of cohesive racial experience around which the 
adoption of a Hispanic identity coalesces. Yarbrough 
then connects this argument with settlement patterns 
and points to potential linkages between settlement 
patterns and the experiences of Central American 
immigrants in Atlanta. 

Our hope is that the papers contained herein 
contribute to the extant research on racialization 
within the discipline by offering a multifaceted set of 
empirical pieces that incorporate fundamental theo- 
rizations from geography. In future research on 
racialization in geography, we foresee the continua- 
tion of examinations of the influence of geographic 
concepts and theorizations including but not limited 
to scale, racialization of space/place, and the produc- 
tive/constitutive power of place in (re)constructing 
racialized identities. 
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