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EDUCATION



PhD, English, The Pennsylvania State University

     2003

Research and teaching interests:  Rhetoric and Composition, African American Rhetoric, Technology Theory, Technical Communication

Dissertation:  
Transformative Access:  An African American Rhetoric of 

Technology

This project uses the concept of the “Digital Divide,” or systematically differentiated access to computers and Internet technologies as a lens for re-examining relationships between technologies and rhetorical production throughout the history of African American struggles for freedom and equal participation in the United States.  By analyzing several sites where technologies and rhetoric converge, I develop an approach to African American rhetoric that focuses on the sites and goals of African American struggle rather than strategies employed by individual rhetors.  This emphasis on the goals and sites of rhetorical production reveals a tradition of African American orators, writers, performers, and designers that has sought complete access to the larger nation and its technologies not merely for the sake of access, but in order to transform both the nation and those technologies that design, construct, and sustain it.

Committee:  

Dr. Keith Gilyard, Director
   Dr. Stuart Selber (English)




Dr. Elaine Richardson (English)
    Dr. James Stewart (AAAS)

MA, English, The Pennsylvania State University

2001

BA,  English, Cleveland State University



1992

PUBLICATIONS AND WORKS IN PROGRESS



Race, Rhetoric, and Technology:  Searching for Higher Ground.  Under Contract, National Council of Teachers of English/Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.  ms. 324pp.


Instructor’s manual for Rhetorical Choices: a Guide for Writers.  New York:  Pearson/Longman, 2003.
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“Looking Forward to Look Back:  Technology Innovation and African American Rhetorical Study.”  Forthcoming in African American Rhetorics: English Perspectives.  Richardson, Elaine and Ronald L. Jackson, eds.  Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 2004.  

“Let’s Step Outside:  The Black Jeremiad as Countertechnology in Critical Race Theory.”  Under Review:  JAC.  ms. 27pp.

“Slave Quilts and an African American Rhetoric  of  Design.”  Under submission:  Computers and Composition.  ms. 25pp.
“Just Another Angry Black Man?  An Open Letter on Nolan Richardson’s Firing.”  With Howard Rambsy, Vorris Nunley, et. al.  Black Issues in Higher Education.  April 11, 2002.  p. 68.

Review of Race in Cyberspace.  Kolko, Beth, Lisa Nakamura, and Gilbert Rodman, eds.  TCQ 11:1, Winter 2000, 92-96.

PRESENTATIONS




“What If Our Technologies Had Soul?”  Guest lecture, University of Pennsylvania AFRC 113 “Marvin Gaye,” taught by Michael Eric Dyson.  November 9, 2004

“The Soul Vision in Writing Instruction, or:  Looking for a Diversity Worth Practicing.” The Diversity Forms:  Making A Difference, Syracuse University Vice Chancellor’s Fund for Writing and Diversity in a Globalized World.  November 17, 2004.

“Beyond Ebonics, Spanglish, and ESL:  Reimagining Language Politics in the Writing Classroom.”  Syracuse University Writing Program mini-seminar.  October 8 and 22, 2004.

“Linking Campus and Community in a Joint Writing Course.”  Project Advance Teacher Leadership Conference.  October 8, 2004, Syracuse University.

“Technology Access and Students of Color:  a New Definition.”  National Council of Teachers of English.  November 30, 2003.  San Francisco, California.

“Through this Hell Into Freedom:  Notes Toward an African American Rhetoric of Design.”  Conference on College Composition and Communication.  March 20, 2003. New York, New York.

“Composition in the Underground:  Recreational Spaces as Sites of Rhetorical Education.”  Thomas R. Watson Conference on Rhetoric and Composition.  October 10, 2002.  Louisville, Kentucky.
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“Composition’s Three Card Monte Goes Digital:  Race, Technology Access, and Silence in the Field.” Conference on College Composition and Communication.  March 21, 2002.  Chicago, Illinois.

“Talking B(l)ack to the Divide:  Language, Literacies, and Technology Access.  D3: Digital Divide Doctoral Conference.  August 12, 2001.  Ann Arbor, Michigan.


“Crossing Composition’s Discursive Divide:  Technology Access and Writing Instruction.”  Invited Presenter, Computers in Writing Intensive Classrooms.  June 18, 2001.  Houghton, Michigan.

“Just the Fountain Will Never Do:  Imagining Pedagogical Possibilities in and Beyond the Service Course.”  Association for Teachers of Technical Writing. March 16, 2001.  Denver, Colorado.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE








Rhetoric/Composition and Technical Communication Courses

Assistant Professor, Syracuse University, 2003-present

Introduction to Scholarship in Rhetoric and Composition (grad course, fall 2004)

African American Rhetorical Traditions (grad course, spring 2004)

Paul Robeson, The Black Left, and the Movement Between the Movements 


(spring 2005)

Writing Studio I—“What’s Goin On?  Music, Culture, Politics, and Local History 

During the Soul Era”  (course offered jointly on campus and as a free 

community  course w/17  participants)
Writing Studio II--Writing Race and Culture in Contemporary 

America (spring 2004)

Writing Studio I  (fall 2003, fall 2004)


Professional Writing  (fall 2003)



Teaching Assistant, The Pennsylvania State University, 2000-2003


Introduction to African American Literature (ENG 139) 1 section

Technical Writing (ENG 202c) 2 sections


First Year Composition (ENG 15)  1 section

Summer Bridge and Student Success Programs

Instructor, SummerStart, Syracuse University, Summer 2004

Instructor, Pre-Engineering Freshman Program (PREF), Pennsylvania 

State University, Summer 2000, 2002
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SERVICE and PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS



Member, Graduate Committee, Syracuse University Writing Program ( fall 2003-present)


Conference on College Composition and Communication


-committee on intellectual property


-committee on computers and composition


-black caucus

Modern Language Association

Association for Teachers of Technical Writing

REFERENCES



Keith Gilyard, Professor, Department of English Pennsylvania State University
814.863.5592  rkg3@psu.edu

Stuart Selber, Associate Professor, Department of English, Pennsylvania State University  814.863.8302  selber@psu.edu
Elaine Richardson, Associate Professor, Department of English, Pennsylvania State University  814.863.0528  ebr2@psu.edu
James Stewart, Professor, Labor Studies and Industrial Relations and Africana Studies, Pennsylvania State University 412.675.9187  js8@psu.edu
