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PREFACE
Ix order to include in this volume the discourses of

Isocrates which deal more particularly ^^ith the

domestic and the foreign policy of Athens and with

his own life and work in relation thereto, I have

departed from the conventional order and grouped

together the Peace, the Areopagittcus, Against the

Sophists, the Antidosis and the Panathenaicus. For

convenience, the conventional numbering is given in

brackets.

Miss Maud E. Craig, Assistant Professor of Classics

in the University of Colorado, who assisted greatly

in the preparation of the first volume, has helped

even more in the preparation of the second. Her

painstaking care in going over the manuscript, in

verifying references, and in reading proof deserves

more than this acknowledgement.

GEORGE NORLIN
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I. ON THE PEACE



INTRODUCTION

It is questionable whether the title On the Peace,

which is used in most modern editions, following the

two manuscripts F and E " and Dionysius of Hah-
carnassus, is more appropriate to the matter of the

discourse than the title On the Confederacy,^ which is

given in the other manuscripts and in Aristotle's

Rhetoric iii. 17.

In any case, the discourse is only in a very limited

sense an argument for a particular treaty of peace

to end the wretched Social War which Athens was

waging against her former allies, the Chians, the

Coans, the Rhodians, and the Byzantines, who had
withdrawn from the Second Athenian Confederacy

and were now fighting for their independence. The
Athenians were themselves weary of the war, and
Isocrates seems to assume that some sort of peace

is to be patched up.'' Eubulus, leader of the peace

party, had apparently already drawn up the articles

" See General Introd. p. xlvi, Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L.
* "0 STMMAXIKOS. The word ffvfifiaxia means any

alliance, no matter how limited or temporary, but denoted
also a voluntary federation of allied states under a recognized
leadership, such as the Confederacy of Delos, formed in

478 B.C., and the Second Confederacy or League, formed in

378 B.C., both under the leadership of Athens.
" In fact, he speaks as if the peace were already an

accomplished fact. See 15.



ON THE PEACE

of a treaty " conceding independence to the re-

calcitrant allies, and it only remained for the General
Assembly to act upon them. But Isocrates is not
interested in this proposed pact ; it does not go to

the root of the matter, being merely a palhative

—

an expedient to end one war only to make room for

another.* He is seeking a permanent cure for the
troubles into which Athens has fallen, and he finds

it only in a radical reversal of her policy of aggres-

sion.*' He proposes, therefore, that she make a
lasting peace " not only ^^•ith Chios, Cos, Rhodes, and
Byzantium, but with all the world." '^ This is a high-

sounding phrase, but he means nothing less. Athens
must come to her senses, throw away her dream of
empire, and recognize once for all the right of each
Hellenic state to be free and independent. Not only
that, she must be alert and active in the champion-
ship of that right and, by the exercise of moral
supremacy, ^^in back the good will of the Hellenes
and so regain the leadership which she lost bv the
exercise of miUtary power.

In urging this, he has in mind the position which
Athens once held among the Hellenic states ; he is

thinking of the Confederacy of Delos as it was in

the beginning—a voluntary federation of free states

with a common purpose and a chosen leadership

—

before Athens turned it into an empire maintained
by force. It is the ideal of the Panegyricus over
again '—an ideal more precious now in contrast with
the evils of imperialism more clearly seen and more
vividly set forth in the light of recent history. When

» See 16, note. * See 25.
" See 132 ff. <* See 16.

« See Paneg. 80, 81, Isocrates, \o\. I., L.C.L.
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he wrote the Panegyricus, he had before him the

disasters which overtook, first, the Athenian Empire
and, after it, the Empire of Sparta. Since that time,

the Theban supremacy, gained at the battle of

Leuctra in 371 b.c, had taken the same " mad "

course and suffered a similar fate.** Moreover, Athens
had in the meantime repeated the mistakes which
brought about the dissolution of the Confederacy of

Delos. The Second Confederacy, formed in 378 B.C.,

had started out with bright hopes. It seemed that

the lessons of former experience had been laid to

heart, but these were soon forgotten. The same
coercive measures were taken to extend and hold

together the League.'' Chares, in particular, the

leading general of Athens, who had no mind for

moral scruples, bullied the allies and treated them
as subject states ;

*= and orators—above all Aristo-

phon—were not lacking at home to dangle before

the people the alluring baits of empire. The results

were the revolt of the allies, the Social War, and the

state of demoraUzation in Athens which is described

in this discourse and in the Areopagiticus.

The hopeful exuberance of the Panegyricus is absent

from the discourse Oti the Peace. There is no sugges-

tion here of a union of all Hellas in a crusade against

Persia, although that dream is still in the background
of the author's mind.** Twenty-five years of discon-

certing experience have had their effect. It is enough
for Isocrates now to urge Athens to set her own house
in order and to take the lead in a consistent policy

" See Philip 53, Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L.
* See General Introd. p. xxxvii, Vol. I., L.C.L.

" See Diodorus xv. 95.
* See Epist. ix., Vol. III., L.C.L.
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of peace, resorting to war only to defend the prin-

ciple that the states of Hellas have the right to be
free. For this purpose it is, he thinks, a waste of

time to talk of a new treaty of peace. Athens is

already pledged to a treaty** which guarantees the

independence of the Greek cities and forbids aggres-

sion. This part of the Treaty has been and is a dead
letter : '' all that is necessar}' is to put it into effect.

Nothing more clearly than this shows the change in

the mind of Isocrates. The covenants of the " Peace
of Antalcidas," which are denounced Avith bitter

eloquence in the Panegi/ricus,'^ are here termed the
" most just and the most expedient " ** which can

be expected under the present circumstances.

This discourse was probably wTitten in 355 b.c.

Chios, Cos, Rhodes, and Byzantium revolted from the

Athenian Confederacy in 357. The peace which
conceded their independence was signed in 355. The
internal e\idence of the oration indicates that it was
composed while the negotiations were pending.*

The author of the Greek " hypothesis " states that

when the question of peace or Avar was brought before

the General Assembly, Isocrates arose and gave this

address. This he infers from the speech itself, which
has the form and the atmosphere appropriate to such
an occasion. It is certain, however, that Isocrates

did not deliver it, and it is likely that he composed
it as a political pamphlet to be circulated among a

reading public.^

" The "Peace of Antalcidas." See Paneg. 115, note a.

Vol. I. p. 192 ; and this discourse 16.
* See Paneq. 115. « See Paneg. 115 fiF,

» See On the Peace 16.
' See Jebb, Attic Orators ii. p. 1S3.
' See General Introd. p. xxx, Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L.



I20KPATOTS
nEPI EIPHNHE

steph. "ATTavres jxev elcLOacnv ot Trapiovres ivddSe ravra
^'i^^^i fxeyLara (fxiaKeiv elvat Kal jLtaAtcrra aTTOvSrjg dgia

rfj TToAet, TTepl (1)V av avTol jLteAAcoat aviJi^ovXevaretv

ov firjv aAA' el Kal nepl dXXcov tlvcov TTpay/xarcov

rjpijioae roiavra TTpoenreiv, hoKeZ p,oi TTpeireLV Kai

TTepl ra>v vvv rrapovrcov evrevdev TTon^aaaOaL rqv

2 dpxT]v. 7JKop,€v yap eKKXr^aidaovTes Trepl TToXepiov

Kal etpijvrjs, a fxeyLarrjv e-)(ei, Svvap,t,v ev ro) ^i<x>

Tcp rojv dvdpojTTWv, /cat TTepl wv dvdyKT] rovs

opd(x)S ^ovXevofievovg djieivov rwv aAAcov' Trparreiv.

TO [Jiev ovv [xeyedos, VTTep Sv avveXT^XvOajxev,

rrjXiKovTOV eanv.
3 'OpcD 8' u/xa? OVK e^ taov Ta)v XeyovTCOV rrjv

aKpoaaiv TTOiovfievovs, dXXd tols fiev TTpocrexovrag

Tov vovv, Tcov 8' ovSe rrjv (f)COvr)V dve-)(Ojxevovs.

Kal OavfxaarTOV ovSev TTOielre' Kal yap rov aXXov

Xpovov elcodare Trdvras rovs dXXovs eK^aXXetv,

ttXtju tovs avvayopevovras raZs vjMeTepais eTTidv-

" Cf. a similar statement in Demosth. Against Timocr. 4.

* Tliis expression is used in a similar connexion in

Antid. 22.
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THE ORATIONS OF ISOCRATES

I. ON THE PEACE

All those who come before you on this platform are

accustomed to assert that the subjects upon which
they are themselves about to adxise you are most im-
portant and most worthy of serious consideration by
the state." Nevertheless, if it was ever appropriate to

preface the discussion of any other subject AAith such

words, it seems to me fitting also to begin vrith them
in speaking upon the subject now before us. For
we are assembled here to dehberate about War
and Peace, which exercise the greatest power over

the life of man, and regarding which those who are

correctly advised must of necessity fare better than
the rest of the world. Such, then, is the magnitude of

the question which we have come together to decide.

I observe, however, that you do not hear with
equal favour the speakers who address you, but that,

while you give your attention to some, in the case

of others you do not even suffer their voice to be
heard. ** And it is not surprising that you do this

;

for in the past you have formed the habit of dri\ing

all the orators from the platform "^ except those who
* Plutarch (Phocion 9) states that this happened in the

case of Phocion.

h



ISOCRATES

4 fxiaiS' o /cat St/cataJS' aV ti? y/xti^ iTnTLfju-qaeiev,

OTL avveiSores ttoXXovs Kal fxeyoiXovs olkovs vtto

TOjv KoXaK€v6vrcov dvaaTdrovs yeyevrjfxevovs, Kal

fXLaovvres em, tojv lBlcov tovs ravTTjv k^ovTas rqv

re^vTjv, €771 Tcbv KOLVcbv ov^ ofxotojs BiaKeiade Trpos

avTovs, dXXd Kar-qyopovvres ra)v Trpocnefxevcov /cat

XCit-povTcov TOt? TOLOVTOts avTol (^aiveode [xaXXov

rovroLs TTiarevovres tj toZs oXXols TroAtrais".

5 Kat yap rot TreTrotT^/care tovs p'^ropas fieXerdv

/cat (l>L\oao(j)elv ov rd jxeXXovra rfj 77oAet Gvvolaeiv,

oAA' OTTCOs dpeaKovras Vfuv Xoyovs ipovaiv. icj)^

ovg /cat vvv TO ttXtjOo? avrcov ippvrjKev. irdai yap
rjv ^avepdv on pbdXXov 7]a6-qa€ade roZs irapa-

KaXovoLV vfjids eTTL rov TToXepiov ^ rocs irepl rrjs

6 eLp-qvrjs crvpL^ovXevovaiv . ol jxev yap irpoahoKLav

ejXTTOiovaiv d)s Kat rds KTTJaeis rag ev rats TroAecri

KopLLOvpueda, /cat Tr]v SvvapiLv avaX-qijjopLeda ttoXlv,

rjv irporepov irvyxdvopiev exovres' ol S' ovhkv

rotovTov V7TOT€Lvovatv, dXX COS Tjavx^-o-v e^ett' Set

/cat pi7] pLcydXcov CTTidvpLelv irapd rd St/catoi/, dAAa

[160] arepyeiv roZs irapovcnv, o ;!^aAe7ra>TaTor TrdvTOJV

" This term is used of estates in 117. Here it is used of
both families and their estates. Cf. 88.

* By the casualties and expenses of war.
" Demagogic leaders of the war partj% later termed

sj'cophants. See 121 ff.

•* As head of the Confederacy of Delos, which de-
veloped into the Athenian Empire. During the period of

supremacy, which lasted from the close of the Persian Wars
to the end of the Peloponnesian War, Athens frequently
disciplined recalcitrant confederate states by expelling their

citizens and settling Athenians on their lands. Such settle-

ments were called cleruchies. When Athens formed the
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support your desires. WTierefore one may justly

take you to task because, while you know well

that many great houses " have been ruined ^ by
flatterers <^ and while in your private affairs you
abhor those who practise this art, in your pubhc
affairs you are not so minded towards them ; on the

contrary, while you denounce those who welcome
and enjoy the society of such men, you yourselves

make it manifest that you place greater confidence

in them than in the rest of your fellow-citizens.

Indeed, you have caused the orators to practise

and study, not what will be advantageous to the

state, but how they may discourse in a manner
pleasing to you. And it is to this kind of discourse

that the majority of them have resorted also at the

present time, since it has become plain to all that

you will be better pleased with those who summon
vou to war than with those who counsel peace ; for

the former put into our minds the expectation both

of regaining our possessions in the several states and
of recovering the power which we formerly enjoyed,**

while the latter hold forth no such hope, insisting

rather that we must have peace and not crave great

possessions contrary to justice,* but be content vrith

those we have ^—and that for the great majority of

new naval confederacy in 378 b.c. it was expressly stipulated

by her allies and agreed to by Athens that such abuse of

power should not be repeated. But the jingoistic orators
advocated nothing less than the restoration of the former
empire with all its powers and practices.

' The state which seizes and holds foreign possessions is

a robber. Isocrates throughout this discourse proposes to

make the moral code within the state the basis of her foreign
policy.

' A proverbial tag. Cf. To Demonicus 29, Isocrates, Vol.
I., L.C.L.

9
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7 rots' TrXeiaroLS twv dvOpwncov icrriv. ovroi yap i^-

rjpr'i^jxeOa rcbv eXirihajv Kal npos to,? SoKovaas etvat

vXeove^tas OLTrXT^crTCOs exo^ev, coar' oyS' ol KeKTT]-

fxevoL Tovs fxeyLCTTOvs ttXovtovs ixlveiv eirl toutoi?

ideXovatv, aAA' aet rod irXeovos opeyofievot Trepi

riov V7Tap)(6vrcov KivSwevovaLv . onep d^tov eari

ScSievai, pLTj Kal vvv rjixels evoxot yevcoixeda

8 ravrais rals dvoiais' Xiav yap rives /xot hoKovaiv

chpp^TJaOaL TTpOS TOV TToAe/XOV, OiOTTep OV TCtJV

TVXOVTOJV avp^^e^ovXevKorcov, dXXd tcov deoiv

aKT^Koores otl Karopddiaojxev diravTa /cat paonos

eTTLKparrjaop^ev tcov ixdpdjv.

Xpi7 Se Toijs vovv exovrag Trepl pev ojv tcracrt p,7]

^ovXeveadai {irepiepyov yap) aXXd Trparretv mg
iyvwKaai, Trepl cLv S' dv ^ovXevcovrai , p^rj vo/xt^etv

elSevai to avp^rjcrop^evov, aAA' (Ls 80^17 pev

Xpojp,evovs, o TL dv rvxj) Se yevrjaop-evov dyvoovvras,^

ovTco SiavoetadaL rrepl avrcbv.

9 '^Q.v u/xet? ov^erepov rvyxdvere TTOLOVvres , aAA

(hg olovre Ta/3a;^a;SeCTTaTa Sta/ceto^e. cTVveX7]Xv-

dare pbev yap wg Seov vpds e^ aTTavrcov tcov

p-qdevTcov eKXe^aodai to ^eXnarov, (xxiTrep 8' 17817

aa(f)cos elSores o rrpaKreov eoTiv, ovk eueXer

aKovetv ttXtjv tcov Trpos rjSovrjv Srjp,r]yopovvTCOv

.

10 KaiTOi TTpocrfJKev vp.ds, e'uTrep rj^ovXeade ^rjreXv to

rfj TToXei (Tvp,(f}epov, p,dXXov rots ivavriovpLevois

^ dyvoovvras add. by Ritschl.

" This somewhat wordy passage in which the orator

becomes the philosopher reflects a fundamental idea of his

pedagogy : There can be no exact science or knowledge
of what to do in all contingencies and relations of life ; the

best that we can do is to develop sound, not infallible, judge-

10



ON THE PEACE, 7-10

mankind is of all things the most diflScult. For we
are so dependent on our hopes and so insatiate in

seizing what seems to be our advantage that not

even those who possess the greatest fortunes are

\\ilUng to rest satisfied with them but are always

trrasping after more and so risking the loss of what
they have. WTierefore we may well be anxious lest

on the present occasion also we may be subject to

this madness. For some of us appear to me to be
over-zealously bent on war, as though ha\-ing heard,

not from haphazard counsellors, but from the gods,

that we are destined to succeed in all our campaigns
and to prevail easily over our foes.

But people of intelligence, when deahng \vith

matters about which they have knowledge, ought
not to take counsel-—for this is superfluous—but to

act as men who are already resolved what to do,

whereas, in dealing with matters about which they
take counsel, they ought not to think that they have
exact knowledge of what the result ^\ill be, but to

be minded towards these contingencies as men who
indeed exercise their best judgement, but are not
sure what the future may hold in store."

You, however, do neither the one thing nor the

other, but are in the utmost confusion of mind. For
you have come together as if it were your business

to select the best course from all that are proposed ;

nevertheless, as though you had clear knowledge of

what must be done, you are not \\'ilhng to Usten to

any except those who speak for your pleasiu-e. And
yet, if you really desired to find out what is advan-
tageous to the state, you ought to give your attention

ment in dealing with them. See General Introd. p. xxvii,

Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L., and Antid. 184, note.

11
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Tat? vfierepais yvcofxais TTpoaex^iv rov vouv rj rots

KaTaxapd^ofiepoLs, eiSora? on tcov ivddSe nap-
iovTCDV OL jjikv a ^ovXearde Xeyovres pahlcos i^aTrardv

Swai'Tat {to yap Trpos X^P^^ prjdev eTnaKoreZ rco

KaOopdv v/jids TO ^eXriarov), vtto Se rcjv pbrj npos
'qSovrjv avjJL^ovXevovTCDV ovSev dv Trddoire rotovrov

11 ov yap eariv ottcos dv /xeraTretaat Svvrjdelev vp,ds,

pLTj (f)avepdv to o-vjxcfiepov TTOL-qaavTes . ;)^a>pi? Se

TovTcov TTcbs dv dvdpcoTTOL KaXdJs BwrjOeiev rj

Kplvai nepl tcov yeyevqfjLevcov tj ^ovXevaaadat nepl

TGiv [xeXXovTiov, el fir) tovs fJiev Xoyovs tovs tcov

[161] evavTiovjxivaiv rrap dAA'j^Aoys' e^erct^oiev, aurot S'

a\)TOV<s KOLVovs dfji(f)OTepoLs aKpoaTas Trapdaxoiev

;

12 Savfiasco Se tcov re irpecy^VTepcov, el jX'qKeTt p-vq-

pLovevovcrt, Kal tcov veojTepcov, el p,7]8ev6s aK-q-

Koaaiv, oTi hid pcev tovs rrapaLvovvTas dvTex^odac

TTJs elpijvrjg ovSev ncoTTOTe KaKov eTrddopiev, hid

he TOVS pahicos tov rroXep^ov alpovpievovs TToXXacs

rjhrj Kal pceydXaLs Gvp,(f)opaLs 7Tepie7T€aop,ev. cSv

7jp.eLs ovhepiiav TTOLovp^eda pvelav, dAA' eToipcos

exopev, prjhev els Tovpurpoadev rjplv avTols Trpdr-

TOVTes, Tpirjpeis TrXrjpovv Kal XPVH'^'^^^ elaj>opds

TToieXcrdai Kal ^orjdelv Kal rroXepielv ots dv Tvxcop,ev,

axjirep ev dXXoTpia ttj TToXei KtvSvvevovTes-

13 TOVTCOV h aLTiov euTLVy OTL TTpoarJKov vpbds opioicos

vnep TCOV kolvcov warrep vrrep tG)v Ihicov airovha-

C^tv, ov TTjv avTTjv yvcop,7]v exeTe Ttepl avTCov, dAA'

OTav pev vnep tcov Ihicov ^ovXevrjoQe, i^rjTelTe avp,-

^ovXovs TOVS dp.eLVov <f>povovvTas vpa)v avTCOv,

OTav 8' vnep Trjs noXecos €KKXrj(ndl^T]Te , tols p.ev

" Cf. Antid. 21 ; Demosth. On the Crown 6.

12
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more to those who oppose your views than to those

who seek to gratify you, knowing well that of the

orators who come before you here, those who say

what you desire are able to delude you easily—since

what is spoken to win favour clouds your vision of

what is best—whereas those who advise you without

regard to your pleasure can affect you in no such

way, since they could not convert you to their way
of thinking until they have first made clear what is

for your advantage. But, apart from these considera-

tions, how can men \visely pass judgement on the past

or t^ke counsel for the future unless they examine and
compare the arguments of opposing speakers, them-
selves giving an unbiased hearing " to both sides ?

But I marvel that the older men no longer recall

and that the younger have not been told by anyone
that the orators who exhort us to cUng fast to peace
have never caused us to suffer any misfortune what-
soever, whereas those who Ughtly espouse war have
already plunged us into many great disasters. How-
ever, we have no memor)- for these facts but are

always ready, without in the least advancing our
own welfare, to man triremes, to levy war-taxes, and
to lend aid to the campaigns of others or wage war
against them, as chance may determine, as if im-

perilhng the interests, not of our own, but of a foreign

state. And the cause of this condition of affairs is

that, although you ought to be as much concerned
about the business of the commonwealth as about
your own, you do not feel the same interest in the

one as in the other ; on the contrary, whenever you
take counsel regarding your private business you
seek out as counsellors men who are your superiors

in inteUigence, but whenever you deUberate on the

13
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TOiovTOLs OLTnaTeire kol (f)dov€LT€, rovs 8e novrj-

poTarovs rcbv cttl to ^rjfxa TrapiovTCov dcrKelre,

/cat voiXLt,€T€ SrjfjLOTiKcoTepovs etvai tovs jxeOvovras

Tcbv vr](l>6vTCOV /cat rovs vovv ovk exovras rcov ev

(f)povovvTCOV /cat rovs to. rrjs ttoXccos SiavefiojjLevovs

Tcov e/c rrjs IStas ovcrias vpZv XeirovpyovvTCov.

warr a^iov davjjid^etv, et rt? eATrt^et ttjv ttoXiv

roLovTOLS avjx^ovXois XP^h'^^V^ ^"""^ '^° ^eXriov

eTTiSioaeLv

.

14 'Eyo) 8' otSa fiev on Trpoaavres iariv ivavTLOv-

adat rat? Vfierepais Stavotat?, /cat ort hr^jLOKparias

ovarjs OVK eari Trapprjata, TrXrjv evddhe pukv rot?

dcfypovearaTOLS /cat pLrjhev vpiiJov ^povrit^ovaiv, iv 8e

TO) dedrpcp rot? /ccojU-ajSoStSaa/caAot?" o Kat Trdvrojv

eari heivorarov , on rols p-cv €K(j)epovaiv et? tovs

aXXovs "^XXr^vag rd rrjg TToXecog dpLaprr^para roaav-

TTjv €X€T€ X^P^^ oaiqv ovhk rols ev ttolovgl, tt/do? 8e

TOVS eTTmXriTTovTas /cat vovdeTovvTas Vfids ovtco

StaTidecrde SvctkoXojs oiairep Trpos tovs KaKov rt

•7-171' TToXiv ipyal,oiX€vovs

.

" The private morals of men like Eubulus, Callistratus

(see Theopompus in Athenaeus iv. 166 e), and Philocrates

(see Aeschines, On the Embassy 52) apparently left much to

be desired.
'' yVristotle {Constitution 0/ Athens 34) states that when,

after the battle of Arginusae, 406 b.c, the Spartans made
overtures of peace the demagogue Cleophon came before

the Assembly drunk and prevented the Athenians from
accepting the terms. With this paragraph should be com-
pared Antid. 316 and note.

" The reference is particularly to Eubulus, who caused
to be set aside a portion of the public revenues (the " surplus

"

mentioned in 82) as a " theoric " fund to be distributed to

the people at the public festivals.

" See 128, note.

14
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business of the state you distrust and dislike men of

that character and cultivate, instead, the most de-

praved " of the orators who come before you on this

platform ; and you prefer as being better friends of

the people those who are drunk * to those who are

sober, those who are witless to those who are ^\•ise,

and those who dole out the public money " to those

who perform public services <* at their own expense.

So that we may well marvel that anyone can expect
a state which employs such counsellors to advance
to better things.

But I know that it is hazardous to oppose your
views * and that, although this is a free government,
there exists no ' freedom of speech ' ^ except that

which is enjoyed in this Assembly by the most reckless

orators, who care nothing for your welfare, and in

the theatre by the comic poets.^ And, what is most
outrageous of all, you show greater favour to those
who publish the failings of Athens to the rest of the
Hellenes than you show even to those who benefit

the city, while you are as ill-disposed to those who
rebuke and admonish you '^ as you are to men who
work injury to the state.

• C/. Socrates in Plato, Apology 31 e :
" Xo man in the

world can preser\e his life if he honestly opposes himself to
you or to any other people and attempts to prevent many
unjust and lawless things from being done by the state."

^ The pride of Athens. See Herod, v. 78 : Eur. Hippol. i-22.

' The poets of the old comedy exercised an incredible
degree of licence in ridiculing everjiihing, divine or human,
particularly the foibles of the state. These comedies were
given at the festival of Dionysus, when many visitors from
other states were in Athens. Aristophanes himself says
(Achamians 500 ff.) that he was attacked by Cleon for
" abusing Athens in the presence of strangers."

* Isocrates resents their attitude towards himself in the
opening remarks of the Antidosis.
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15 "Oficos Be /cat rovrcov VTrap^ovTixiv ovk av a-no-

arairjv (Lv SLevorjdrjv. TrapeX-qXvda yap ov -xapiov-

[162] [Jievos V[xlv ovhk p^eiporoi^tW fxvrjarevacov , aAA'

d7TO(f)avovix€vos a Tvyxdvco yiyvoiaKoyv TrpojTOV fxev

Trept (bv OL TTpvTaveis TrpoTideacnv, cTreira irepl

rojv aAAcoi' tojv ttjs TToXecos Trpayfxdrcov ovSev

yap o^eAo? earat tcov vvv irepl rrjs elpTJvqs' yvoiadiv-

Tojv, r]v jxT] /cat Trepl tcov Xolttojv opdcJbs ^ovXev-
acopLeda.

16 Ot^/ai S' ovv ')(^prjvai TTOieladaL rr^v elp'^vrjv pjrj

piovov irpog \iovs /cat 'PoStoys" Kal Bvi,avrLovs

/cat K.cx)ovs^ dXXd rrpos OLTravrag dvOpwrrovs, /cat

Xpy](ydai rals awdiqKaLS p^rj ravrats at? vvv TLves

yeypd<^aatv, aXXd rals yevopievai-s p,€v -npos fiaaiXia

/cat KaKehaip^oviovg , TrpoaraTTovaais 8e rovs "EA-
A-j^vaj avrovopiovs elvat /cat Taj (f>povpds e/c rcbv

dXXorptcov TToXecov e^ieVat /cat rrjv avrcov e;^etj'

eKdcTTOvs. TOVTOiv yap ovre St/catorepa? evpijaopiev

ovT€ jLtaAAov TTJ TToAet avpL(f}€povaas.

17 '^Hv pi€v ovv ivravda /caraAtVco tov Xoyov, otS'

OTt Sd^cD TT^t" ttoXlv iXaTTOvv, el Qrj^aloi piev

e^ovai QeaTTids /cat HAaTatas' Kal rds dXXas

TToAets" a? TTapd rovs opKovs KareiXifjijiaaiv , rjpieLs

S e^tpLcv pLrjSepbids dmy/CTy? ovcrrjs i^ wv rvy-

^ Kal K<^'oi»s Dionysius of Halicarnassus : om. biss.

" The Senate of the Five Hundred was divided into ten

committees of 50, each serving a tenth part of the year.

Such a committee was called a prytany and its members
prytaneis. The prytany formulated measures to be brought
before the General Assembly.

^ See Introduction, p. 2, note c.
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Nevertheless, in spite of these conditions, I shall

not desist from what I had in mind to say. For I

have come before you, not to seek your favour nor

to soUcit your votes, but to make knowTi the views

I hold, first, regarding the proposals which have
been put before you by the Prytaneis," and, second,

regarding the other interests of the state ; for no
good will come of the resolutions which have now
been made regarding the peace * unless we are well

ad\ised also with regard to what remains to be done.

I maintain, then, that we should make peace, not
only with the Chians, the Rhodians, the Byzantines
and the Coans, but with all mankind, and that we
should adopt, not the covenants of peace which cer-

tain parties '^ have recently drawTi up, but those which
we have entered into ^ with the king of Persia and with
the Lacedaemonians, which ordain that the Hellenes
be independent, that the alien garrisons be removed
from the several states, and that each people retain

its own territory. For we shall not find terms of
peace more just than these nor more expedient for

our city.

But if I leave off speaking at this point. I know
that I shall appear to put Athens at a disadvantage,
if, that is to say, the Thebans are to retain possession

of Thespiae and Plataeae * and the other cities f

which they have seized contrary to their oaths,"

while we are to retire, under no compulsion to do
so, from the territory which we now hold. But if

' Eubulus, whose terms of peace were, apparently, not
broad enough.

** The Peace of Antalcidas. See Paneg. 115, note a.
' See Archid. 27, note d, Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L.
' Orchomenus (Diodorus xv. 79), Oropus (Diodoriis xv. 76).
' When they agreed to the Peace of Antalcidas,

VOL. II c 1
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)(dvo^€v exovres' ^v 8e 8ta reXovs aKovar^Te jxav

7Tpoa€)(^ovT€s rov vovv, olfiai TrdvTas VjJids Kara-

yvcoaeadai TroXXrjV dvoiav kol ixaviav tcov rrjv

dSt/ctav TrXeove^iav elvai vofii^ovrcov, /cat tcov ras

dXXorpias noXeis ^ta KaTexovrcx)V , Kal fir] Aoyt^o-

jxevcov ra? avfi(f)opds rds €K rcov toiovtcov kpycov

yiyvopiivas.

18 Taura piev ovv §ia Travrog rov Xoyov Treipaao-

jxeOa hihdaK€LV vfxdg, nepl 8e Trjg eiprjvrjs Trpcorov

StaAep^^cD/Liev, kol aKeipcofxeda tl dv ev ro) TTapovrt

yeveadat ^ovXrjdelpev rjpuv. r)v yap ravra KaXoJs

6pia<Lp,€da Kal vovv i)(ovTOJS, Trpos ravTrjv rrjv

VTTodeuLV dno^XeTTOVTes dpeivov ^ovXevaojxeOa /cat

19 TTcpl raJv dXXcov. dp' ovv dv i^apKeaeiev rjplv,

el rrjv re ttoXlv da(f)aXa>s oiKoZpiev /cat ra irepi

Tov piov evTTopcLrepoL ytyvoL/xeda /cat rd re Trpos

r)p.ds avTovs ofiovoolp^ev /cat Trapd rot? "EiXXrjaiv

evSoKLpLOifxev; iycb pev yap 'qyovpat tovtcov

[163] VTTap^dvrwv reXeojs rrjv ttoXlv evhaLp.ovqaeiv . 6

pi€V roivvv TToXepos aTrdvroiv rjpds rcov eLprjpievcov

direarepriKev /cat yap irevearepovs TTeTTOirjKe, /cat

TToXXov? Kivhvvovs V7Top€V€Lv TjvdyKaae, /cat Trpos"

rovs "KXXrjvas hia^e^XrjKe, /cat rrdvTas rpoTrovs

20 TeTaXatTTcop-qKev 'qp.ds. rjv Be rrjv etprjv7]v ttolt]-

acopeda, Kal tolovtovs rjpidg avrovs Trapaaxojpev

otovs at Koivat avvdrJKai irpoaTarTovai, fxera

TToXXrjs pev da(j)aXeias ttjv ttoXiv oiKTjaopev,

d7Ta?0iayevT€s rroXepcov Kal klvBvvcov /cat Tapax'^S,

els rjv vvv Trpos dXXi^Xovs Kadearap,ev, Kad

" Their foreign policy in general.
" The Social War.
« In Areop. 9, he states that in the course of the war
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you will only listen to me and give me your attention

to the end, I believe that you will all impute extreme
folly and n>adness to those who think that injustice

is advantageous and who would hold in subjection by
force the cities of others, failing to reckon with the

disasters which result from such a policy.

On this point indeed I shall attempt to instruct

you throughout my entire speech. But first let us

discuss the question of peace and consider what we
should desire for ourselves at the present juncture.

For if we define this clearly and intelligently, we
shall take better counsel in the light of this principle

regarding our other interests " as well. Let me ask,

then, whether we should be satisfied if we could

dwell in our city secure from danger, if we could be
provided more abundantly with the necessities of

Ufe, if we could be of one mind amongst ourselves,

and if we could enjoy the high esteem of the

Hellenes. I, for my part, hold that, with these bless-

ings assured us, Athens would be completely happy.
Now it is the war ^ which has robbed us of all the

good things which I have mentioned ; for it has
made us poorer ;

<= it has compelled many of us to

endure perils ; it has given us a bad name among
the Hellenes ; and it has in every way overwhelmed
us with misfortune. But if we make peace and
demean ourselves as our common covenants ^ com-
mand us to do, then we shall dwell in our city in

great security, delivered from wars and perils and the
turmoil in which we are now involved amongst our-

c?

Athens had thrown away 1000 talents on mercenary soldiers
alone. Demosthenes also bears witness to the poverty and
embarrassment of Athens at this time. See Leptines 24;
Aristocr. 209.

* Of the Peace of Antalcidas.
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eKaaT7]v 8e ttjv rjjj,epav npos evTTOplav eTTthcoaofiev,

avaTTenavixevoi jxev tu>v ela<j>opa)v koL ru)v rpnqpap-

p^tcDv /cat Tcov aXXcov rcbv Trepl tov TToXejxov Aet-

rovpycajv, d8ecos Se yewpyovvTCs Kal ttjv OaXarrav

rrXeovres /cat Tat? aAAat? epyaaiais €Tn)(€LpovvT€g,

at vvv 8ta TOV TToXe/jiov e/cAeAotTratriv. oiliOfieda

21 8e TTjv TToXtv StTrAaCTta? fxev iq vvv ras rrpoaoSovs

XapL^dvovaav y fMearrjv 8e yLyvofievrjv ifnropojv /cat

^evcov /cat pLeroLKCov, a>v vvv ip-^fxr] KadearrjKev.

To Se jxeyiarov, avixfxdxovs e^op,ev drravras

dvOpoiTTOVs, ov ^e^iaafievovs aAAa Trevretcr/ieVous',

oj3S' iv rals /xev acr^aAetats' 8ta tt^v" Svvafuv rjfidg

VTToSexofxevovs, iv Se TOtj /ctvSwots" aTTOcrTT^cro-

fidvovs, dAA' oyVo) Sia/cetjaeVous' coanep XPV ''"O'^S"

CO? dXrjddjs crvfXfxdxovs /cat (f)iXovg ovras.

22 npos Se TOUTOi?, a vw dTToXa^elv ov Svvdfieda

Sta TToXepov /cat TroAAi^? SaTravT^s", ravra Sta

TTpea^eias paSlcos Kofxiovfieda. pLT) yap oceade

pnqTe K.€pao^X€7TTrjv VTrep \.eppoviqaov jUt^tc Ot'A-

L7T7T0V VTTep 'AjLt^tTroAea)? 7ToXep.T]a€LV, drav thoGLv

T^pL.ds (MT^Sevog rwv dXXorpLOjv i^iefidvovs. vvv

fiev yap eiKOTcos (f)o^ovvTai yeirova rroL'qaaadaL

23 TTJV TToXiv rats avTCov BvvaarcLaLs, optbai yap

Tjixds ov arepyovras e^' ols dv e^oi/xei', dAA aet

" See 128 and note.
* Cf. Aristophanes, Peace 292 ff.

" According to Demosthenes (fourth Philippic 37, 38)
Athens before the peace had an income of 130 talents

;

after the peace of 400 talents.
•* Foreigners, whether merchants or not, had to pay non-

resident fees, ^eviKo. reXr); resident aliens paid the iJ.eToiKi.ov

of 12 drachmas per man and (J per woman.
* The reference is to the allies who revolted from Athens
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ON THE PEACE, 20-23

selves, and we shall advance day by day in prosperity,

relieved of paying war-taxes, of fitting out triremes,

and of discharging the other burdens * which are

imposed by war, ^^•ithout fear cultivating our lands

and saiUng the seas and engaging in those other

occupations which now, because of the war, have
entirely come to an end.'' Nay, we shall see our city

enjoying twice the revenues '^ which she now receives,

and thronged with merchants and foreigners and
resident aliens,'* by whom she is now deserted.

And, what is most important of all, we shall have
all mankind as our allies—allies who will not have been
forced, but rather persuaded, to join with us, who will

not welcome our friendship because of our power
when we are secure only to abandon us when we are

in peril,* but who will be disposed towards us as those

should be who are in very truth allies and friends.

Furthermore, what we are now unable to obtain
through war and great outlay of money we shall

readily secure for ourselves through peaceful em-
bassies. For do not think that Cersobleptes will wage
war ^vith us over the Chersonese, or Philip f over
Amphipolis,' when they see that we do not covet
any of the possessions of other peoples. It is true
that as things are now they have good reason to

be afraid to make Athens a near neighbour to their

dominions ; for they see that we are not content with
what we have but are always reaching out for more.

both during the Confederacy of Delos and during the New
Naval League.

' These are singled out because both Cersobleptes, now
virtually master of the Thracian Chersonnese, and Philip,
with his growing empire in the north Aegean, were giving
Athens trouble at this time.

" See the opening of the Address to Philip, Vol. I., L.C.L.

21



ISOCRATES

Tov TrXeovos opeyofjievovg, ^v Se /xerajSaAoJjMe^a

rov rpoTTOv Koi So^av fieXrioi Xd^cojJiev, ov fxavov

OLTToarTJaovrat r-qs '^fxerepas, dXXa /cat rrjs avrcov

TTpoaSwcrovcTL' XvarLTeXrjcrei, yap avTols depaTrevovai

rrjv SvvafXLV ttjv rrjs TToXecos acr^aAco? e;^etv ra?

eavroJv ^acnXeia'S

.

24 Kai p,kv hy] Koi rrjs QpaKiqs rjjJilv efecrrat

[164] Toaavrrjv dTTorepLeodai ^copav, ware jjlt) [xovov

avTous d(j)9ovov €X^lv, dXXd /cat rot? Seofievoig

TOJv 'KXXijvojv /cat St' diTTopiav uXavco/jievois cKavov

Svvaadai ^iov Trapaax^tv. ottov yap ^Adr]v68(x)pos

/cat KaAAtCTrparos", o fiev tSttoTi^? (^v, 6 Se (f)vyds,

OLKLaai TToXeis oloi re yeyovaatv , rj ttov ^ovXr^devres

TjfjbeZs TToXXovs dv TOTTovs ToiovTovs Karaox^^v

hvvqdeipiev. XPV ^^ tovs Trpcoreveiv iv rots

"EAATyCTtv d^LOVvrag tolovtcdv epycov rjyepLovas

yiyveadai ttoXv [jidXXov rj TToXepiOV /cat arpaTOTrehoiV

^evLKcbv, cSr vvv iTnOvjjLovvres rjixeZs rvyxavopbev.

25 Hepl fJLev ovv Sv ol rrpea^eig irrayyeXXovTaL

,

/cat raud' t/cavct, /cat ttoAAo, dv 'iaa>s tls Trpoadeirj

TOVTOLS' rjyovp,ai he helv rjjJids ov piovov ifj-qcjiiaa-

fxeuovs rrjv elpiqvqv e/c rrjs eKKXiqaias dneXdelv,

dXXd /cat povXevcrap-evovs dtrajs d^op-ev avT'qv,

/cat p.7j 7TOirjaop,ev drrep eld)dap,ev, oXcyov XP^^^^
BtaXLVovres rrdXtv els rds avrds Karaarrjaop^eda

" This was done in 353 when the Athenians captured

Sestos and settled colonists in this territory. See Diodorus
xvi. 34. 3.

" For these wandering refugees and the problem they
presented see Phil. 120 and note.

' An Athenian citizen, he was a private in the sense that

he had no official post. He was a free-lance captain of

mercenaries who took service in Persia and later in the

Thracian Chersonnese. What colony he founded is not known.
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If, however, we change our ways and gain a better

reputation, they will not only withdraw from our

territory but will give us besides territory of their

own. For it will be to their advantage to cherish

and support the power of Athens and so be secure

in the possession of their owti kingdoms.

And, mark you, it will be possible for us to cut off

from the region of Thrace enough land '^ so that we
shall not only have abundance ourselves but shall

also be able to furnish adequate means of subsistence

to those of the Hellenes who are in need and, because

of their poverty, are now wandering from place to

place.* For where Athenodorus " and Callistratus,'*

the one a private, the other an exile, have been able to

found cities, surely we could gain possession of many
such places if we so desired. And those who claim

the right to stand at the head of the Hellenes ought
to become leaders of such enterprises much rather

than of war and of hireling armies,* which at the

present time are the objects of our ambition.

Now as to the promises held out by the am-
bassadors,' what I have said is enough, although one
might perhaps add many things to what I have said.

But I think we should not go forth from this assembly,

having merely adopted resolutions in favour of the

peace, without also taking counsel how Me shall keep
it, and not do what we are in the habit of doing

—

namely, getting ourselves involved again in the same

•* An Athenian orator who had much to do with the
formation of the New Naval League, he was charged with
treason and retired into exile to Thrace, where he had a
part in the recolonization of Datus.

' See 44-46.
' Probably from the former allies with whom Athens

was now at war.
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rapaxo-S, f^f]^' ava^oXriv aAA' cxTTaAAayT^i' evp'^aofidv

26 Tiva TOjv KaKoJv tcov Trapovrcov. ovSev 8e tovtcov

ofovr' iarl yeveadai Trporepov, iTplv av TreiordTJTe

TTjV jxev -qavx^ctv co^eAi/xcorepat' Kat KephaX^corepav

elvai rfjs TToXvTrpayixocrvvrjs , rrfv Se hLKaioavvriv

rrjs aSt/cta?, rrjv 8e tcov Ihicov eTTifieXeiav ttjs tcov

aXXorpioiv €Tn6vfj,Las.

Ylepl cSp" ouSets" 7T(x)7TOT€ TCOV prjTopcov eiTretv iv

Vfuv ir6Xp,'qaev iyw 8e nepl avrcbv tovtcov tovs

TrXeioTOvs tcov Xoycov jxeXXco Troieladai npos vp,ds'

opcb yap TTjv evdaLfjiovLav iv tovtois evovaav, aXX
27 ovK iv ols vvv TvyxdvojJLev TrpaTTOVTeg. avdyKT]

hi Tov e^co tcov eldtapiivcov iinx^ipovvTa Stjixt)-

yopelv Kal Tas vjxeTepas yvcofias jxeTacTTrjaai

^ovXop-evov TToXXcbv TTpay/xaTcov aifjaadai /cat Std

fXaKpoTepcov tovs Xoyovs Trofqaaadac, Kal tol fiiv

dvafivijaai, tcov 8e KaTrjyopTjaaL, to, 8' iTraiviaai,

776/31 8e TCi)v avpL^ovXevaai' jxaXts yap av tls vjxds

i^ aTTcivTCOV tovtcov iirl to ^cXtlov cf)povrjao.i,

SvvrjdeLTj TTpoayayelv.

28
"^X^'' y^P ovTCxiS. ifxol SoKovaLV dnavTes f^iv

imOvfjielv tov aviJL(f)€povTOS /cat tov TrXiov e;^etv

[165] roiiv dXXcov, ovk elSivai 8e tols Trpd^eLs ra? irrl

TavTa (f)epovaas, dXXd tols So^ais Siacjiepeiv

aXX^Xcov ol fxiv yap ix^iv €7nei/cets /cat cTToxd-C^crdaL

Tov SiovTOs Svvafjiivas, ol 8' cos oIovtc TrXeXoTOV

29 TOV (7V[X(f)€povTOs hiajxapTavovaas . onep /cat Tjj

» Of. Philip 8.

* Meddlesomeness, i) tro\vTrpayfxoa-vvv, is used here and
elsewhere in the speech as the opposite ofr](rvxla (or aixKppoaOuri,

moderation, self-control). The latter contains the idea of

quiet living and minding one's own business in private
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disorders after a short interval of time "—and how we
shall devise, not merely a postponement, but some
means of permanent deliverance from our present

ills. But no such thing can come to pass until you

are persuaded that tranquilhty is more advantageous

and more profitable than meddlesomeness,'' justice

than injustice, and attention to one's ovvti affairs than

covetousness of the possessions of others.

This is a theme on which none of the orators has

ever made bold to address you. I, however, shall

devote most of my discourse to this very subject.

For I observe that happiness is to be found in these

ways of hfe and not in those which we now follow.

But anyone who attempts to discourse on a subject

out of the common and who desires to bring about a

change in your opinions must needs touch upon many
matters and speak somewhat at length, now remind-

ing, now rebuking, now commending, and again

counselling you. For hardly with all these aids can

you be led to a better way of thinking.

For the matter stands thus. It seems to me that,

while all men crave their advantage and desire to be
better off than the rest, they do not all know the

kind of conduct which leads to this end but differ

from each other in judgement, some possessing a

judgement which is sound and capable of hitting the

right course of action,*^ others one which completely

misses their true advantage. ** And this is the very

relations, and in foreign relations, of pursuing peace and
avoiding aggression.

« Cf. Panath. 30.
•* Advantage in the good sense, which works no dis-

advantage to others. Cf. Nicocles 2, Isocrates, Vol. I.,

L.C.L. ; Antid. 275.
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TToAet avfi^e^-qKev. r)fji€Ls yap olofxeOa jxev, ^v

TTjv daXarrav TrAecD/xei' 77oAAars" rpnjpcai /cat

^la^cofxeda rag TToXets avvrd^eis StSdvai Krai

crvveSpovs evdahe TrefXTretv, ScaTTpd^acrdaL n tojv

Seovrojv TrXelarov 8e hL€i/j€va[xeda ttjs dXr]d€Las.

(liv jjiev yap r]X7riC,opiev, ovhev aTro^e^rjKev, ex^pai

o Tjfiiv i^ avTCov /cat TToXcfioL /cat SaTravat /xeyaAai

30 yeyovacriv, etKorcos' /cat yap to TTporepov e/c fjiev

Trjs TOiavrrjs 7ToXv7TpayixoGvvr]s els rovg icrxdrovg

KivSvvovs Karearrjfxev, e/c Se rov SiKaiav ttjv

TToXiv TTapexeiv /cat ^orjdelv rots dSiKovfievots /cat

fjirj Tcov dXXoTpicDV eTTidvp-elv Tra/a' eKovrcov rcov

'EXXijvcov rrjv rjyepLoviav iXd^ofxev Jjv vvv d-

XoyiGTCos /cat Atat' eiKfj ttoXvv rjSrj ^povov Kara-

Si ^povovjjiev. ei? tovto ydp rtves dvoias eXrjXvdaaiv,

(had VTT€iXrj(jiaai rr^v p.ev dSiKiav eTTOveihtarov

fxev etvai,, KepSaXeav 8e /cat Trpos rov ^lov rov /ca^'

rjixepav (TvpL(j)epov(jav , rr^v Se St/catoaui^v evSoKtfiov

fi€V, dXvcureXrj 8e /cat fidXXov Swafiev-qv rovs

dXXovg a)(f)eXeXv tj rovs e^ovras avriqv, KaKcos

32 etSdre? co? ovre irpos ;;^p7^/>taTta/x6i' ouVe -npos

So^av ovre npos d Set Trpdrreiv ovd' oXats Trpos

evBaifjLOVLav ovhev dv arvpL^dXoiro rrjXiKavrrjv

" In the Confederacj' of Delos the quotas paid to Athens
to support the league were termed <t>6poi, which, when
Athens made it compulsory, came to have the invidious

meaning " tribute moneys." In the New Naval League,
the term avvra^eis, contributions, was substituted. Cf.
Antid. 123 and Areop. 2.

" To the Common Council of the allies, to koivov awibpLov
tQiv avfifidx^v, which met in Athens.
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thing which has happened to our city ; for we think

that, if we sail the sea with many triremes and compel
the various states to pay contributions " and send

representatives * to Athens, we have accomplished

something to the purpose. But in fact, we have been
completely misled as to the truth ; for of the hopes

which we cherished not one has been fulfilled

;

on the contrary, we have reaped from them hatreds

and wars and great expense. And this was to be
expected ; for in former times as the result of such

meddlesomeness we were placed in the utmost peril,*

while as the result of keeping our city in the path

of justice and of gi\ing aid to the oppressed and of

not coveting the possessions of others we were given

the hegemony by the wilUng consent of the Hellenes •*

—considerations which now and for a long time past,

without reason and ^vith utter recklessness, we have
treated with contempt. For some have gone to such

an extreme of folly as to hold the \iew that, while

injustice is reprehensible, it is, nevertheless, profit-

able and advantageous in our lives day by day, and
that, while justice is estimable, it is for all that dis-

advantageous and more capable of benefiting others

than of helping those who practise it.* They fail to

see that nothing in the world can contribute so

powerfully to material gain, to good repute, to right

action, in a word, to happiness, as virtue and the

' At the end of the Peloponnesian War, which was the

end of the Confederacj' of Delos and of the Empire of
Athens.

'' In 478 B.C., when the Confederacy of Delos (see Panath.
67 flF. and notes) was formed, Thucydides states that the
Ionian Greeks came to Athens and asked her to take the
h^emonv. See 1. 95, 96. Cf. Paneg. 1-2.

• Cf. NicocUs 59 ; Plato, Republic 39:2 b.

27



ISOCRATES

SvvafJiiv oarjv rrep dperrj /cat to. jji^prj ravrr)?. rots

yap dyadois ols e;\;o/xev iv rfj tpvxj], tovtols

KTcofjieda Kal rds aAAaj co^eAetas', (Lv Seofxevoi,

rvyxd-vofiev c5a0' ol rrjs avrcov Siavoias dfieXovvres

XeXijdaat, a^ds avrovs dfia rod re <j)povei.v afxeivov

Kai rod TTpdrreiv ^eXriov tojv dXXcov dXiycopovvTes

•

33 ©ay^a^cu 8' et ti? oierai rovs rr^v evae^eiav

Kal TTjV SiKaioavvrjv daKovvras Kaprepeiv /cat {xeveLV

iv TOVTOLS iXTTL^ovras eXaTTOV e^eiv rcov TTOvrjpwv,

dAA' ovx rjyovfxevovs Kal Trapd Oeols Kal Trap'

[166] dvdp(x)7TOis TvXiov oiaeadat rcov dXXwv. eycu ixev

yap 7re7retcr/xat tovtovs jjlovovs ojv Set TrXeoveKTelv,

34 Tovs S' dXXovs OJV ou ^eXnov iariv. opco yap

Tovs fxev rrjv dSt/ctar TTpoTLfXwvTas Kal to Xa^elv

Ti rcov dXXorpiiov fxeyiarov dyaOov vopLil,ovras

opLOia TTaaxovras rots SeAea^o/tevots' rcov ^cocov,

Kal Kar dp^ds pikv diroXavovras cov dv Xd^coaiv,

oXiycp 8' varepov iv rots pieyLarois KaKots ovras,

rovs 8e /Lter' evae^eias Kal SiKaioauvrjs ^covras

ev re rots Trapovai ;^pov'ots' da<^aXa>s hiayovras

/cat TTepl rod avp^Travros alcovos 'qSiovs ras eXTTioas

exovras.

35 Kat raur' et fir] Kara navrcov ovrcx>s eWiarai

av[x^aLveLV, dAAd ro y' a»? irrl ro ttoXv rovrov

yiyverai rov rponov. XPV ^^ tovs ev (f)povovvras

,

" Literally, virtue and its parts. The particular virtues

mentioned by Isocrates are piety, justice, and moderation.

See 63.
* Cf. Antid. 290; Socrates in Plato, Apology 30 a, b: "I

go about doing nothing else than trying to persuade you,

young and old, not to care for your bodies nor for your
possessions before nor even as much as you care for your
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qualities of virtue." For it is by the good qualities

which we have in our souls that we acquire also the

other advantages of which we stand in need.'' So
that those who have no care for their own state of

mind are unwittingly disparaging the means of

attaining at the same time to greater wisdom and
to greater well-being.

But I marvel if anyone thinks that those who
practise piety and justice remain constant and stead-

fast in these \'irtues because they expect to be worse

off than the wdcked and not because they consider

that both among gods and among men " they will

have the advantage over others. I, for my part,

am persuaded that they and they alone gain ad-

vantage in the true sense, while the others gain

advantage only in the baser sense of that tenn. For

I observe that those who prefer the way of injustice,

thinking it the greatest good fortune to seize some-

thing that belongs to others, are in like case with

animals which are lured by a bait, at the first deriving

pleasure from what they seize, but the moment after

finding themselves in desperate straits, while those

who Uve a life of piety and justice pass their days in

security for the present and have sweeter hopes for

all eternity.'*

But if this is not wont to happen in all cases,

nevertheless it does, for the most part, come out in

this way. And it behoves intelhgent men, since they

soul that it may be the best possible, saying to you that not
from your possessions does virtue spring, but from virtue

spring possessions and all other good things to mankind in

private and in public life." For this as a sound principle of

foreign policy see Panath. 185 fF.

* Cf. Nicocles 2.

^ See To Demonicus 39 and note.
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eTTetB-q to /xeXXov del avvoiaeLV ov Kadopco^ev, to

TToXXaKLs d)cf)eXovv, TOVTO (f)aLveadai Trpoaipov-

pievovs. iravroiv 8' dXoydyrarov TTeiTovdaorLV oaoi

KaXXiov piev €7nriqhevpia vopiil^ovatv elvai /cat

6eo(/)i,XeaT€pov rrjv SiKaioavvrjv ttjs dScKias, x^^P^^
S' otorTat ^LcoaecjOai rovs ravrrj xpcopidvovs tcov

rrjv TTOvripiav Trpor^prjpievcov.

36 'H^ouAo/xT]v 8' dv, wairep Trpox^tpov eariv in-

aiveaai rrjv dp€Trjv, ovrco paSiov etvai, ireZaaL rovs

aKovovrag doKelv avr-qv vvv 8e hehoiKa pur] pLarrjv

TO. Toiavra Xeyco. hie^ddppieda yap ttoXvv rjSr]

Xpdvov utt' dvdpcoTTCov ovSev aAA' t) (f)evaKL^€LV

Svvapievcov, ot roaovrov rod ttXtJOovs KaraTre-

(fypovriKaaiv a>ad^ , OTTorav ^ovXrjdcoai TToXepLOv irpos

TLvas €^€V€yKeiv, avTol xPVh'-^'^'^ XapL^dvovTes

X^yeiv ToXpLcooLv cos XPV '^^i)? Trpoyovovs pup-eladai,

KOL pi-q TTepiopdv 'qp.ds avrovs KarayeXcopievovs

piTjSe Tr)V ddXarrav TrXeovras rovs P'^ rds cruv-

37 rd^eis edeXovras vpuv vrroreXetv . rjSecos dv ovv

avrdjv TTvdoLpL'qv, riatv rjpds rcov TrpoyeyevrjpLevojv

KeXevovaiv opLoiovs yiyveadai, rrorepov rots rrepl

rd HepoLKa yevopLevois, r] rots rrpo rov TToXipLov

rod AcKeXeiKov rrjv ttoXlv SioiKijaaaLv ; et pLcv

yap rovroLs, ovSev aAA' r) avp^^ovXevovaiv rjpuv

38 TrdXiv TTcpl dvhpaTToScapLOV KLvSvveveiv el 8e TOt?

[167] €v M.apadd)VL rovs ^ap^dpovs viK'qaaoL /cat Tot?

TTpo rovrcov yevop-evots, ttcvs ov Trdvrojv dvaiaxvv-

roraroi rvyxdvovaiv ovres, el rovs rore ttoXl-

" That is, bribed to speak. See 50 and note.
» See 75.
" This term is frequently used to denote the last decade

of the Peloponnesian War, from the occupation of the fort

30



ON THE PEACE, 35-38

cannot see clearly what will always be to their

advantage, to show to the world that they prefer

that which is generally beneficial. On the other hand,

they are of all men most afflicted with unreason who
concede that justice is a way of life more noble and

more pleasing to the gods than injustice but at the

same time beUeve that those who follow it will live

in worse case than those who have chosen the way
of e\il.

I could wish that, even as to praise virtue is a

facile theme, so it were easy to persuade hearers to

practise it. But as things are I am afraid that I

may be expressing such sentiments to no purpose.

For we have been depraved for a long time by men
whose only ability is to cheat and delude—men who
have held the people in such contempt that whenever

they wish to bring about a state of war viith any

city, these very men who are paid " for what they say

have the audacity to tell us that we should follow

the example of our ancestors and not allow ourselves

to be made a laughing-stock nor permit those Hellenes

to sail the sea who are unwilling to pay us their

contributions. Now I should be glad if they would

inform me what ancestors they would have us imitate.

Do they mean those who lived at the time of the

Persian Wars * or those who governed the city before

the Decelean War '^ ? If they mean the latter then

they are simplv advising us to run the risk once again

of being enslaved '^
; but if they mean those who at

Marathon conquered the barbarians, then they are

of all men the most brazen, if, that is to say, they

of Decelea near Athens by the Spartans in 413 b.c. Cf. 84.

During this period the affairs of Athens went from bad to

worse.
<* As at the end of the Peloponnesian War. Cf. 78.
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revo/jievov? CTrawovvTes rdvavria Trparreiv eKelvois

TTeidovGLV rjfidg, /cat TOiavr' i^afxaprdveLV Trepl a)v

aTTopo) ri TTOLiqaco, TTorepa ^P'^l^^P-o.^' raig dXrjdeiaL^

(x>a7Tep nepL rojv dXXcov, t] KaraaLCon'qaix}, Set'cra?

T7]v TTpog vpuds aTTexOeiav ; SoKet p,€u yap p.oL

^eXriov etvai. SiaAep^^'^i'ai Trepl avrcov, opco S' vfjids

XoiX^TTCorepov SiarLdefievovs Trpos tovs eTTLTLfxojvTas

7] TTpos TOVS alrlovs Tcbv KaKcov yeyevTjixevovs.

39 ov fi-qv oAA' alaxvvdeLrjv dv, el (f)aveir]v fiaXXov

cfipovTi^cov rrjs e/JiavTOV So^'qs ^ rrjs kolvtjs acorrj-

pLas. e/JLov jxev ovv epyov euri, /cat tcov dXXcov

Tcov KrjSofxevcov rijs TToXecos, Trpoaipeladai rcov

Xoycov jjLrj tovs r)hlaTovs dXXd tovs (h^eXijXiOTd-

Tovs' v/Jids Se XPV '^pd)Tov fxev tovto ytyvojaKeiv,

OTi TCOV [xev nepl to acofxa voarjfxaTOJV TroXXal

depaTTetai Kac TravToSarral rot? laTpots evprjVTai,

TOLs Se ifivxous Tols dyvoovo-ais /cat yepbovcrais

TTovTjpdJv eTTiOvpLLiov ovSev ecTTiv dXXo ^dpiiaKov
ttXtjv Xoyos 6 ToXfMdJv TOLs dfiapTavofxevoLS eTTtTrXi^T-

40 Teiv, eVet^' oTt KaTayeXaoTOV eoTi ra? p^ev Kavaets

Kai Tcts" TOfids Tchv laTpcbv VTTop,eveiv, tva TrXeiovcov

dXyr]86vcov dTraXXaycofiev, tovs 8e Xoyovs aTToSoKi-

pid^ew TTplv elSevai cracf)Ci)s el TOiavTTjv exovai ttjv

SvvapiLv OiiGT (xx^eXrjaat tovs dKovovTas.

41 TovTOV 8 eVe/ca TavTa TTpoeLTTOV, otl Trepl tcjv

XoLTTcbv ovSev VTToaTeiXdp^evos dXXd TravTctTracrtv

dveLpi,€vo)s pLeXXo) tovs Xoyovs TTOieladai Trpos

vpids. TLS yap dXXodev eTreXddiV /cat fi'qrro) avv-

" Cf. Aeschylus, Prom. Bound 378 :

^I'X^s voaovcrrjs elcrlv larpoi \6yoi.

" Cf. Paneg. 133.
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praise those who governed Athens at that time and
in the same breath would persuade us to act in a

manner contrary to theirs and to commit blunders

so gross that I am at a loss what I should do

—

whether I should speak the truth as on all other

occasions or be silent out of fear of making myself
odiovK to you. For while it seems to me the better

course to discuss your blunders, I observe that you
are more resentful towards those who take you to

task than towards those who are the authors of your
misfortunes. Nevertheless I should be ashamed if I

showed that I am more concerned about my own
reputation than about the pubhc safety. It is, there-

fore, my duty and the duty of all who care about
the welfare of the state to choose, not those dis-

courses which are agreeable to you, but those which
are profitable for you to hear. And you, for your
part, ought to realize, in the first place, that while

many treatments of all kinds have been discovered

by physicians for the ills of our bodies, there exists

no remedy for souls which are ignorant of the truth

and filled with base desires other than the kind of

discourse " which boldly rebukes the sins which they
commit, and, in the second place, that it is absurd
to submit to the cauteries and cuttings of physicians

in order that we may be relieved of greater pains

and yet refuse to hear discourses before knowing
clearly whether or not they have the power to benefit

their hearers.

I have said these things at the outset because in

the rest of my discoiu-se I am going to speak without
reserve and ynth complete frankness. For suppose
that a stranger from another part of the world were
to come to Athens,* having had no time to be tainted
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hie^dapixivos rjfuv, aAA' i^at<f)vrjs eTriarag rots

yiyvo/JievoLS, ovk dv ^aiveadai /cat TTapa(f>pov€lv

rjfMds vofxiaeieVj ot (^tAort/xoy/xe^a jxev cttI toXs rojv

TTpoyovcov epyoLS /cat Trjv ttoXlv e/c rwv rore trpa^-

devTOJV iyKCop-LOL^eLV d^Lovfiev,^ ovSev 8e tcDv avTcov

42 eKeivoLS Trpdrrop^ev, aAAa ttgLv Tovvavriov ; ot p,ev

yap VTrep rcx)v 'Y^XXrjVOiv rols ^ap^dpois ttoXc-

fjiovvres SiereXeaav, rjp,€Ls Be tovs ^k rrjs Aaias

[168] rov ^iov TTopL^ofievovg eKeldev dvaar-qaavres €7tI

TOVS "EAAijt'a? rjydyofjLev /ca/cetvoi p,€V iXevde-

povvreg rds TToXeis rds 'EiXX-qviSas /cat ^orjdovvres

avrals ttjs rjyepiovlas rj^icodrjaav , Ty/xetj Se /cara-

8ovXovfj,evot /cat Tat'ap'Tta rot? Tore TrparrovTeg

dyavaKTOVjxev, el p.rj Tr]V avTrjv Ttprqv e/cetVoi? e'fo-

43 p-ev, 61 ToaovTov dTToXeXeipLpueda /cat rots' kpyois

/cat rat? Stai'otats' ra)v /car' eKelvov top xP°^^^
yevopievcjjv, oaov ol p.ev virep Trjs tcov 'EAAtjvojv

aiDTrjplas Tiqv t€ naTpiSa ttjv avrcov e/cAtTretv

eroXpirjaav , /cat p.axdp.evoL /cat vavp.axovvTes tovs

^ap^dpovs evLKTjaav, rjp,eLS 8' ouS' VTrep ttjs

qpierepas avTUJV TrXeove^ias KLvhvvevetv d^LOvp.ev,

44 dAA' dpxeiv pcev dirdpTajv l^rjrovp.ev, arpareveadai

S' OVK edeXopiev, /cat Tr6Xep,ov p,ev puKpov helv

TTpos drtavras dvdpcoTTOVs dvaipovpeOa, irpos oe

Tovrov ov)( rjp,ds avrovs daKovp,€v, dAA' dvdpcoTTOvs

TOVS p-ev diToXibas tovs S' auTo/toAous' tovs 8 eK

^ d^ioufj.ei' Dionysius of Halicarnassus : ^xoMf mss.

" The Athenian general Chares employed Asiatic mer-
cenaries in the war against the Athenian allies.

" Cf. Faneg. 83.
' By conquest of the revolting allies.

^ See Paneg. 96.
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with our depravity, but brought suddenly face to

face with what goes on here, would he not think that

we are mad and bereft of our senses, seeing that we
plume ourselves upon the deeds of our ancestors and
think fit to eulogize our city by dwelling upon the

achievements of their time and yet act in no respect

like them but do the very opposite ? For while they
waged war without ceasing in behalf of the Hellenes
against the barbarians, we removed from their homes
those who derive their livehhood from Asia and led

them against the Hellenes ;
" and while they liberated

the cities of Hellas ^ and lent them their aid and so

were adjudged worthy of the hegemony, we seek to

enslave these cities "^ and pursue a policy the very
opposite of theirs and then feel aggrieved that we
are not held in Uke honour with them—we who fall

so far short of those who Uved in those days both in

our deeds and in our thoughts that, whereas they
brought themselves to abandon their country <* for the
sake of sa\ing the other Hellenes and fought and
conquered the barbarians both on the land and on
the sea," we do not see fit to run any risk even for

our own advantage ; on the contrary, although we
seek to rule over all men, we are not willing to take
the field ourselves,^ and although we undertake to
wage war upon, one might almost say, the whole
world,'' we do not train ourselves for war but employ
instead vagabonds, deserters, and fugitives who have

• Especially the battles of Marathon and Salamis.
^ The same complaint is repeatedly made by Demosthenes

in the Philippics and the Olynthiacs.
Between 363-355 b.c. Athens made war on Alexander

of Thessaly, King Cotys in the Thracian Chersonnese,
Amphipolis, Euboea, Chios, Byzantium, and Potidaea

—

to mention only the chief campaigns.
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Tctiv dXXcov KaKovpyLwv avveppvrjKOTas, ois oTTorav

ris StSoi TrAetcD fxiadov, fjcer* e/ceiVojv e^' rjiids

45 aKoXovd-qaovo-LV . aAA' Ofxcos ovrojs avrovs dya-nGi-

fjL€v (joad vrrkp jjuev t(Jl>v Traihcov rdv rjpLeTepojv, el

TT€pi TLvas €^ap,dproL€v , ovk dp ideXi^aaipLev SiVa?

VTToax^lv, VTTep Se rrjs eKeivcxiv dpTrayrjs xaX jSta?

/cat TTapavopLLas pieXXovrcov rd)v eyKX-qp.drcjJv i(f>^

rjixds ^^€Lv ovx OTTCos dyavaKTOvpuev , dXXd /cat

XOiipop^ev orav dKovcrcofxev avrovs roiovrov rt 8ta-

46 TreTTpay/xevovs . els tovto Se pLcuplas iXT^Xvdafxev,

war avrol p,ev ivSeels rcov Ka9' '^p.epav iap,€V,

^evorpo<j)€.Zv S' €TnK€X€Lpi]KaiJi€v , /cat rovs avfx-

pidxovs rovs rjiJierepovs avrcov lSlovs Xvp^aivofxeda

/cat haapLoXoyovp^ev , Iva rots dTrdvrojv dvdpojTTcov

47 KOLVois ixdpols rov pnadov CKTropil^copiev. roaovrcp

he ;^etpoi'S' ecrpiev rcov TTpoyovcov, ov pLovov rdjv

evSoKLpLTjaavrcov dXXd /cat rojv piLcrrjdevrcov , ocrov

e/cetvot piev el TToXepieXv Trpos rLvas ifjrj(f>Laatvro

,

piearrjs ovotjs apyvpiov /cat ;)^pLiCTtou rr]s dxpoTTO-

Aeo)? opicos VTTep rcov So^dvrcov rols avrcbv acjopiaaiv

cpovro Selv KLvSvveveiv, -qpLels S' els roaavrrjv

dTTopiav eXr]Xv96res /cat roaovroL ro TrX-fjOos dvres

cLanep ^aatXevs 6 p.eyas pnadcordis XP^H'^^^ '^^^S

rifiOl
^''p'^'^'OTTeSoiS'. /cat rore piev el rpL-qpeis TrXrjpolev,

" See Introduction to the Panegyricus, Vol. I. p. 117.
" The Athenian general Chares with his mercenary troops

actually enlisted during the Social War in the service of the

Persian Satrap Artabazus, who paid them well. See Areop.
8, note ; Demosth. first Philippic 24.

' See General Introd. p. xxxix, Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L.
** These troops, whose only thought was for pay or

plunder, made no diiference between foes and friends. See

36



ON THE PEACE, 44r-48

thronged together here in consequence of other mis-

demeanours," who, whenever others offer them higher

pay, will follow their leadership against us.* But,

for all that, we are so enamoured of these mercenaries

that while we would not A\'illingly assume the re-

sponsibihty for the acts of our ovm children if they
offended against anyone, yet for the brigandage,

the violence, and the lawlessness of these men," the
blame for which is bound to be laid at our door, not
only do we feel no regret, but we actually rejoice

whenever we hear that they have perpetrated any
such atrocity. And Ave have reached such a degree
of imbecihty that, although we are ourselves in need
of the necessities of daily existence, we have under-

taken to support mercenary troops and we do violence

to our own allies and extort money from them in

order to provide pay for the common enemies of all

mankind.'' And so far are we inferior to our an-

cestors, both those who enjoyed the esteem of the
Hellenes and those who incurred their hatred,* that

whereas they, when they resolved to wage war
against any state, deemed it their duty, notwith-
standing that the Acropolis was stored with silver

and gold,-'^ to face danger in their own persons in

support of their resolutions, we, on the other hand,
notAnthstanding that we are in such extreme poverty ^

and are so many in number, employ, as does the
great King, mercenary armies ! In those days, when
they manned their triremes, they put on board crews

EpiM. ix. 9, 10. Demosthenes also (xxiii. 139) calls them
KOivol Kara irdaav xJjpap exdpoi.

* The distinction is between those who were awarded the
hegemonj' and those who later turned the hegemony into an
empire maintained bv force.

' See 126.
"

» See 19 and Areop. 54.
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Tovs jLter ^evovs /cat Toils' SovXovs vavrag elcr-

e^L^a^ov, Tovs 8e TToXuras /Lte^' ottXojv i^eire^JLTrov

vvv Se rot? fter ^evoLs oTrAtrats" XP^l^^^^> tovs Se

TToXirag iXavveiv d^ay/ca^o/xei^, tucr^' oTzorav oltto-

^aivcoortv elg ttjv t(x)v TroXeyiicov , ol [xev ap^eiv rcov

'KXXijvcov d^Louvres VTTTjpeaLOv exovreg eK^aivov-

atv, OL 8e TOLOVTOL rds ^vaeis ovres olovs oXlyco

TTporepov ScijXdov, fied^ ottXcov klvSwcvovcilv .

49 'AAAd yap rd Kara rrjv ttoXlv dv ns Ihdtv KaXdJs

BtoiKovpieva Trepl rcov dXXcov dapprjaeiev, dAA' ovk
dv €TT avTols TOVTOLS /xctAtCTr' dyavaKT-qaeiev

;

OLTtves avToxdoves pi^v elvai (f)ap,€v /cat ttjv ttoXlv

ravrrjv Trporepav OLKiadrjvaL rcov dXXoiv, TTpocrrJKOv

S rjpidg diractLV elvai TrapaSety/xa rov KaXa>s koL

T€Taypi€V(os TToXiTCvecrdai , ;^etpoi' /cat rapaxio-

Searepov i-qv 'qp,€T€pav avrcov StoiKovp^ev rcov dprt

50 Taj TToAets" olkl^ovtcdv, /cat aep,vvv6pieda fiev /cat

jxeya (f)povovp.€v eTrt tco ^cXtlov yeyovevai rcov

dXXojv, paSiov Se /LteraSt'So/xev' rotS" ^ovXa/xevoLg

ravriqs ttjs evyeveias t) TptjSaAAot /cat Aey/cavot

rris hvayeveias' TrXeiarovs Se ridep-evoi vopovs

ovTOis oXiyov avrdjv (fypovrt^op^ev, ev yap aKov-

aavreg yvcoaecrde /cat Tvepi rdjv dXXcov, a>ar€

davdrov rrjs ^Tj/xta? €TnKeiiJ,evqs, r]v ns dXo)

Se/cd^cDV, ToyJ tovto (fyavepcorara TTOiovvras (Jrpa-

" See Areop. 54, note.
* Pads for the rowers' benches,
" See Paneg. 23, 24.
" See Paneg. 37.
* The Athenians were less conservative in the matter of

citizenship than other states. Cleisthenes gave citizenship

to the resident ahens in Athens at the time of his reforms.

In 427 citizenship was conferred upon all the people of
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of foreigners and slaves but sent out citizens to fight

under heavy arms. Now, however, we use mercen-
aries as heavy-amied troops but compel citizens to

row the ships," with the result that when they land

in hostile territory these men, who claim the right

to rule over the Hellenes, disembark with their

cushions * under their arms, while men who are of

the character which I have just described take the

field with shield and spear !

However, if one could see that the domestic policy

of Athens was well managed he might be of good
cheer as to our other affairs. But is it not about this

very thing that he would feel most aggrieved ? For
we assert that we are sprung from our very soil "^

i

and that our city was founded before all others,"* but
although we ought to be an example to all the world
of good and orderly government, we manage our

state in a worse manner and with more disorder

than those who are just founding their cities. We
glory and take great pride in being better born than
the rest but we are readier to share this noble birth-

right Avith any who desire it « than are the Triballians

or the Leucanians ^ to share their ignoble origin. We
pass a multitude of laws,^ but we care so little about
them (for if I give you a single instance you ^^^ll be
able to judge of the others as well) that, although
we have prescribed the penalty of death for anyone
who is convicted of bribery, we elect men who are

Plataeae. From time to time numerous individuals were
admitted to this privilege.

' The Triballians were a savage tribe in the interior of
Thrace (see Panath. 221) ; the Lucanians a rude people,

I

noted for their ferocitv, in Southern Italv.
• See Areop. 40, 41.
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rrjyous ;)^etpoTov'ou)Ltei', /cat tov TrXelarovs hia^delpai

rG>v TToXnGiv Svvrjdevra, rovrov errl ra /xeytara

51 Tcov TTpayfxdTCov Kadiara^iev anovSal^ovTes Se irepi

TTjv TToXiTeiav ovK rjrrov rj irepl rrjv aoirrjpiav

oXrjs rrjs ttoXccos, /cat rrjv SrjfioKparLav eiSores" iv

fxev rat? 'qavx^oLts Kal rdls aa^aXeiais av^avofidvrjv

Kai Biafievovaav, iv Se Tors' TToXefiois St? 'rj^rj Kara-
Xvdelaav, npog [xev rovs rrjs elpTJvrjg eTndvfxovvTas

CO? Trpos" oXiyapxi-Kovs ovras SuctkoXcos exofxev,

Tovg Se TOV TJoXepiOv voiovvras d>s rrjs hrjixoKparias

52 K-qhopiivovs evvovs etvai vopiit,op.ev' ipLTreipoTaroL

Se Xoycov Kal TrpaypLarajv ovres ovtcos aXoyioTOis

[170] €Xopi€v, cScrre 7T€pl rcvv avTCOV rrjs avrrjs rjpiepas

ov ravra yiyvojaKopiev, dAA' (Lv pukv Trplv els Tr]v

eKKXrjuiav dva^rjvaL KaTrjyopovpiev, ravra avv-

eXdovres ;)(etpoTOV'oi'/xev, ov ttoXvv Se XP^^^^ ^'•^"

XiTTOvres rols ivddSe ilirjcfiLcrdelcriv , eTreiBdv d7TLO}p.ev,

TTaXcv iTTirtpLcbpLev' irpoaTTOiovpievoi Se aocfxLraroi

T(jL>v 'EAAT^i/cor eii^at roLOvrois XP^H'^^^ orvpb^ovXois,

(Lv OVK eariv oaris ovk av Kara(f)pov^aeL€V, Kat

roils avrovs rovrovs Kvpiovs aTravrcxiv rojv koivcov

KadiarapLev, ols ovSels dv ovSev rcov ISlcov cttl-

53 rpeijjeiev. o Se rrdvrcov ax^rXLcorarov ovs yap opco-

XoyqcraipLev dv TTovrjpordrovs elvai rcov TToXiraJv,

" This seems to be a covert attack upon Chares, who
according to Theopompus (in Athenaeus xii, 532) paid
money to the orators to advocate a war policy, especially

to the orator Aristophon, who may be alluded to in 36 and
in this paragraph. Chares in the field and Aristophon on the

rostrum were the leaders of Athenian jingoism at this time.
* By the oligarchical revolution of 411 b.c, when the

government of the Four Hundred was established, and that

of 404 B.C., when the reign of the Thirty began.
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most flagrantly guilty of this crime as our generals <»

and we pick out the man who has been able to deprave

the greatest number of our citizens and place him
in charge of the most important affairs. We are

concerned about our polity no less than about the

safety of the whole state and we know that our

democracy flourishes and endures in times of peace
and security while in times of war it has twice already

been overthro^vn,* but we are hostile to those who
desire peace as if suspecting them of favouring

oUgarchy/ while we are friendly to those who advo-

cate war as if assured of their devotion to democracy.
We are versed beyond all others in discourse and in

the conduct of affairs, but we are so devoid of reason

that we do not hold the same \iews about the same
question on the same day ; on the contrary, the

things which we condemn before we enter the

assembly are the very things which we vote for when
we are in session, and again a httle later when we
depart to our homes we disapprove of the things

which we resolved upon here.'' We pretend that we
are the wisest of the Hellenes, but we employ the

kind of advisers whom no one could fail to despise,

and we place these very same men in control of all

our pubhc interests to whom no one would entrust a

single one of his private affairs. But, what is most
reprehensible of all, we regard those whom all would
acknowledge to be the most depraved of our citizens *

* For example, Timotheus, who was no flatterer. See
Anttd. 131 ff. Cf. Antid. 318.

•* Aristophanes {Achamians 630) ridicules the Athenians
for being quick in making up and in changing their minds.
Cf. Ecclesiazxisae 797.

• Cf. Antid. 316 ff. and notes; Aristophanes, Frogs
730 ff.
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TOVTOVs TTiaTorarovs ^uAa/ca? riyov/jieda Trjg ttoXi-

reias eivat.- /cat rovs fxev fieroLKovs tolovtov?

CLvai vofJii^ofMev , oiovs Trep av rovs TTpoaroLTas

ve/xoxTiv, avTol 8' ovk olofieda ttjv avrrjv Xrnpeadai
54 So^av TOLs TTpoearchaiv -qpLCJov. roaovTOV he hia-

(ji€popi€v rcx)v TTpoyoviov, oaov e/cetvot fxev rovs avrovs

TTpoararas re rrjs TToXecDS eTTOiovvro /cat crrpa-

rrjyovs fjpovvTO, voixlI,ovt€s tov ini rod ^-^[xaros

ra ^eArtcTTa GVjji^ovXevaai Svvdfxevov, tov avrov

TovTov apiaT av ^ovXevaaaOai /cat /ca^' avTOV ye-

v6[JL€VOV, Tjixeis Se rovvavriov tovtcov 7rotou/xev

55 OLS fiev yap irepl ru)v fieylarwv avfx^ovXois XP^~
fxeda, TOVTOVS P'^v ovk d^Lovp,€V GTpaTrjyovs x^^P^'
Tovetv d>s vovv OVK exovTas, ols 8' ouSet? av ovre

TTepl Tcov ISlojv ovt€ irepl tcov kolvojv avpu-

^OvXeVUaLTO , TOVTOVS 8' aVTOKpaTOpag €K7T€p,7TOp,€V

cos e/cei ao^cjTepovs eaop,evovs /cat paov ^ovXevao-

piivovs TTepl TCOV 'EXXrjVLKCov TTpaypiaTcov rj Trepl

56 TCOV evddSe TTporiOep^evcov. Xeyco 8e raur' ov Kara

TTavTcov, dXXd Kara rcov ev6x<^v rots Xeyop^evois

ovrcov. eTTiXirroL 8' av p.e ro Xolttov p^epos rrjs

rjp,epas, el irdaas rds 7TXrjp,p,eXeLas rds ev rols

irpdypiaaLV iyyeyevrjp^evas e^erdt,eiv e7TLX€ipoi,rjv.

57 Ta;^' ovv av tls tcov a(f)6hpa rots Xeyopevois

evoxoiv ovrcov dyavaKriqaas epcorr]aet,e " ttcos,

" Only through a citizen to represent him as his " patron
"

before the law could a foreign resident enjoy the protection

of the state. The word for patron, Trpoo-rdrT/s, was also used
for the leader of the General Assembly. Hence the play

on the word, which can be reproduced only by a free

rendering in English,
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as the most trustworthy guardians of our polity ;

and we judge the character of our aUen residents by
the kind of patrons " they select to represent them,

but do not expect that we shall be judged by the

character of those who represent us at the head of

the state. So far are we different from our ancestors

that whereas they chose the same men to preside

over the city and to be generals in the field,* since

they believed that one who could give the best

counsel on this platform would best take counsel

with himself when alone, we ourselves do the very

opposite ; for the men whose counsels we follow in

matters of the greatest importance—these we do not

see fit to elect as our generals, as if distrusting their

intelligence, but men whose counsel no one would

seek either on his own business or on that of the

state—these we send into the field with unhmited
authority,* as if expecting that they will be wiser

abroad than at home and will find it easier to take

counsel on questions pertaining to the Hellenes than

on those which are proposed for consideration here.

I say these things, not with reference to all, but

with reference to those only who are open to the

charges which I have made. However, the remainder

of the day would not suffice me if I should attempt

to review all the errors which have crept into our

conduct of affairs.

But someone among those who are hard hit by
my strictures might take off"ence and demand of me,

* For example, Pericles, who personally led a number of

expeditions.
' Obviously a jibe at Chares (the enemy of Isocrates'

pupil and friend Timotheus. See Antid, 116, note) who
was sent out as <TTpaTrj-y<K avTOKpdrojp. See Demosth.
Aristocr. 173.
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€L7T€p ovrcxi KaKcbs ^ovXevofieOa, acoS^ofxeda Kal

SvvafjLiv ovSefiids TToXecog eXdrrco K€kt7]ix€Vol

[171] TuyxdvoiJiev ;
" iyd) 8e Trpos ravr' aTTOKpivatfxiqv

dv OTL Tovs dvTtTrdXovs exojxev ovSev ^dXriov

58 iq/JLajv (f>povovvTas . el yap jLtera. ttjv fJLdxT]v, rjv

evLKT^crav Qrj^oLOi Aa/ceSai/xovious', eKelvoi jxev

iXevOepcoaavres ttjv UeXoTTOvvrjcrov /cat rous aAAouj
"EXXrjvas avTOVOfxovs rroL'^Gavres 7^cn>;^tav eL)(ov,

rjjjieLS Se roiavT i^7jjjiaprdvop,€V, ovt dv ovtos

eox^ TavTTjv TTOL^aaadai ttjv ipc6rr]ai,v, rjfxels t'

dv kyvoj/xev oato KpelrTov iari to (jo}<j>poveiv rod

59 7ToXvTTpayp,ovelv. vvv 8' ivravda rd TrpdypbaTa

7T€pie(TTr]K€v, coaTC Qrj^dloi fxev rjfjbds ad)l,ovaLV

,

rjfjiels 8e Qrj^aiovs, Kal (Tvp,pidxovs eKelvoi fxev

-qjJiLV TTOLOVOLV, r][X€LS 8' €K€LVOLS. COCTt' cl VOVV

exoifiev, dXA-qXois dv els rds eKKXrjaiag dpyvpiov

TTapexoifxev oTrorepoi yap dv irXeovaKis avXXeycbaiv

,

ovTot Tovs evavriovs dp-eivov Trpdrreiv ttoiovolv.

60 XPV ^^ TOVS Kal fjLLKpd Xoyil^eadai hvvapcivovs ovk
€v Tols TCx>v exdpd)v dpLaprrjfiaai rds iXrrihas ^x^cv

rrjs acorrjplas, dAA' iv tols avrcov npaypiaaL Kal

Tals avTcov Stavotats" to fxev ydp Sid ttjv eKeivcov

dfiadlav avfM^alvov rjfxlv dyaddv tvxov dv TravaaiTo

Kal Xd^oi pueTa^oX-qv, to 8e 8t' 7]pids avTOVs
yiyv6p.€vov ^e^aiOTepa)? dv e;^ot Kal /xaAAoi' Trapa-

pLeiveiev 7jp.LV.

61 Upos p-ev ovv TOVS ^Ikt] Tas eTTiATy^et? ttolov-

p,€Vovs ov ;^aAe7ror avreLTreZv el Se 87^ tls p-OL

TTapacTTas Ta>v cTTLeLKeoTepov SLaKeLpudvcDV dXirjOrj

" The battle of Leuctra, 371 b.c, the end of the Spartan
supremacy and the beginning of the Theban hegemony,
which lasted but nine years. * See Philip 53 IF.
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" How is it, if indeed we are so badly advised, that

we are safe and hold a power which is inferior to

that of no other city ?
" I, for my part, would reply

to this question that we have in our adversaries men
who are no more prudent than ourselves. For ex-

ample, if the Thebans, after the battle which they

won over the Lacedaemonians," had contented them-

selves with hberating the Peloponnesus and making
the other Hellenes independent ^ and had thence-

forth pursued peace, while we continued to make
such blunders, then neither could this man have

asked such a question nor could we ourselves

have failed to reahze how much better modera-

tion is than meddlesomeness. But now matters

have taken such a turn that the Thebans are saving

us and we them, and they are procuring alhes for us

and we for them.'' So that if we were sensible we
should supply each other with money for ovu- general

assembUes ; for the oftener we meet to deUberate

the more do we promote the success of our rivals.

But those among us who are able to exercise even

a modicum of reason ought not to rest our hopes of

safety upon the blunders of our enemies but upon
our own management of affairs and upon our own
judgement. For the good fortune which results to us

from their stupidity might perhaps cease or change

to the opposite, whereas that which comes about

because of our own efforts will be more certain and
more enduring.

Now it is not difficult to reply to those who take

us to task -v^-ithout reason. But if anyone among
those who are more fair-minded were to confront me

' Not intentionally, but by our mistakes.
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fi€V Xeyeiv fxe TTpoaonoXoyqaeie /cat iTpoarjKovrcJS

eTTLTLfjidv TOt? yLyvofxevoLg , StKaiov 8' elvaL ^aiy]

Tovg €77* evvoia vovderovvrag firj fjLovov Karrjyopeiv

62 T(x)V 7T€7rpayfi€va>v , aXXa Kal avfi^ovXeveLV rivoiv

aTTe-^ojJievoi Kal ttolcov opeyopievoi Traucrat/xe^' civ

ravrrjv exovreg ttjv yvcofirjv Kal roLavr' i^afiap-

rdvovres, ovros 6 Xoyog aTTopelv av jxe voL-qaeiev

arroKpiaeois, ovk dXrjOovs Kal aviJi(f>epov(jT]s, dAA'

dpeaKovarjg vpXv. ov firjv dAA' eTTecSij rrep drro-

KeKaXvfXjxevcos (LpfirjfiaL Xeyecv, ovk d7TOKV7]T€ov

dTTO(j>iqvaadaL Kal Trepl tovtcov.

63 "A fxev ovv vnapxeiv Set rot? pbiXXovatv ev-

SaLfjiovqaetv, ttjv evae^eiav Kal rrjv auxfipoavvrjv /cat

[172] T^v SiKatoavvrjv^ Kal rrjv aXXi^v dperrjv oXlycp

TTporepov elprjKapiev (hs 8' av rd^t'CrTa rrpos to

TOLOVTOi yeveadai TTatSevdeifiev, dXrjdes fiev iarc

TO pr]drja6fX€V0V , Lacog S' dv dKovaaatv vpuv heivov

elvai Sd^ete /cat irapd ttoXv Trjg tcov dXXcov e^-

64 rjXXaypiivov Siavoiag. iyd) yap rjyovjjiaL Kai ttjv

TToXiv rjfidg ajxeivov oiK-qaeiv /cat ^eXTiovg aijTovg

eaeadai Kal irpog dirduag Tag Tvpa^eig imScoaeiv,

T]V TTavaiofJueda Trjg ap)(T]g Trjg /cara ddXaTTav

€7ndvixovvT€g . avTrj ydp ioTiv rj Kal vvv els

Tapax'Tjv rjixdg KadiaTaaa, Kal Trjv Sr^fioKpaTiav

eKeivrjv KaTaXvaaaa /mc^' rjg ol Trpoyovoi ^covres'

euSat/xoveffrarot tcov 'EAAtj^oiv 'qaav, Kal a^e^ov

drravTcov atrta tcov /ca/ccDv cSv avToi t exo/xev Kal

Tolg dXXoig rrapexofiev.

^ Kai rr]v SLKaioaiivriv most Jiss. : om. TE.

" See also Demosth. first Olynthiac 16.
" See 31-35.
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and object, while conceding that I speak the truth

and am correct in condemning the things which are

taking place, that we have a right to expect of those

who seek to admonish us with friendly purpose that

they should not only denounce what has been done °

but should also counsel us what to abstain from and
what to strive for in order to cease from this way of

thinking and from making such blunders, his objec-

tion would place me at a loss, not for a true answer
and one that would be profitable, but for one that

would be acceptable to you. But since I have set

out to speak openly I must not shrink from disclosing

what I think on these matters also.

Well then, the quahties which we must possess as

a foundation if we are to be happy and prosperous,

namely, piety and moderation and justice and \irtue

in all its phases, I mentioned a moment ago.* But
as to the means by which we may most speedily

be taught to attain to such a character, what I am
going to say will probably seem repellent to you
when you have heard it as well as far removed from
the opinions held by the rest of the world. For I,

for my part, consider that we shall manage our city

to better advantage and be ourselves better men
and go forward in all our undertakings if we stop

setting our hearts on the empire of the sea. For it

is this which plunged us into our present state of

disorder, which overthrew that democratic govern-
ment '^ under which our ancestors lived and were the

happiest of the Hellenes, and which is the cause, one
might almost say, of all the ills which we both suffer

ourselves and inflict upon the rest of the Hellenes.

' Established by Solon and Cleisthenes, who are much
praised in the Areopagiticus.
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65 OtSa [xev ovv on -x^aXeTTov iari Swacrreias vtto

TTOLVTCOV ipojfievrjs /cat Trepifxax'^TOV yeyevquevrjs

Kanqyopovvra hoKelv dv€Kr6v tl Xeyeiv ofxcos 8'

eTreiSTy rrep UTre/xetVare /cat tovs dXXovs Xoyovs,

dXrjdels fJi^v ovras <f)LXa7T€xdTJ[J'Ovas 8e, /cat tovtov

66 Vfjicov dvacrx^crdac Seo/xat, /cat [xr] Karayvcovai fjLov

roiavrrjv puaviav, (hs dp' iycj 7Tpo€LX6[j,7jv dv

hiaX€xBy]vaL TTpog u/xa? Trepl TTpayfjidrcov ovro)

TTapaSo^cov, el puri rt Xeyew dXrjdeg etxov Trepl

avrcov. vvv S' otjuat Tracrt ^avepov TTon^cretv cbs

ovre St/catas" dpxrjs iTndvp,ovfX€v ovre yeveadaL

Svvarrjs ovre avfjL(f)€povar]s rjpXv.

67 "Ort [xev ovv ov StKataj, Trap' vpbcov [xadajv Vfids

exo) hihdaKeiv. ore yap Aa/ce8atjU.dviot ravrrjv

elxov TTjv SvvafiLV, ttolovs Xoyov? ovk durjXcoaapiev

KaTrjyopovvTes fiev ttjs eKeivoiv dpxT]?, Sie^iovres

S' ibs 8t/catov eariv avTOVopuovs elvai tovs "EA-

68 Xrjvas; rivag 8e tcov iroXeoiv rdjv eXXoyipicov ov

TTapeKaXeaafiev errl rqv avpip.axt'O-v ttjv virep

TovTOjv avardaav ; TTocras 8e TTpea^eia? (hs ^aaiXea

Tov p,eyav dnearelXaixev , StSa^ovaas avrov (hs

ovre StKaiov eariv ovre GV[x<f>epov piav ttoXlv

Kvpiav elvai rcbv 'EAAi^t'Oiv; ov rrporepov 8'

€7Tavadp,eda voXepiovvres /cat KivSvvevovres Kat

[173] Kara yrjv /cat Kara ddXarrav, Trplv rjdeXrjaav

AaKeSaipiovLOi rroiijaaadaL ra? avvdrjKa? ras nepi

rrjs avrovopiias.

69 "Ort p,ev ovv ov Si/caiov eort rovs Kpelrrovs rwv
Tjrrovojv dpx^i^v, ev eKeivots re rols xpo^'otj rxyy-

» After 404 b.c.
" In 395, at Corinth, an anti-Spartan alliance was entered
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I know, however, that it is difficult for one who
attempts to denounce that imperial power which all

the world lusts after and has waged many wars to

obtain to impress his hearers as saying anything

which is not intolerable. Nevertheless, since you
have endured the other things which I have said,

which, although true, are offensive, I beg you to be
patient also ^ith what I shall say upon this subject

and not to impute to me the madness of ha\ing
chosen to discourse to you on matters so contrary to

the general opinion without having something true

to say about them. Nay, I believe that I shall make
it evident to all that we covet an empire which is

neither just nor capable of being attained nor

advantageous to ourselves.

Now that it is not just I can show you by lessons

which I have learned from yourselves. For when the

Lacedaemonians held this power," what eloquence

did we not expend in denouncing their rule, con-

tending that it was just for the Hellenes to enjoy

independence ? What cities of repute did we not

call upon to join the alliance ^ which was formed in

this cause ? How many embassies did we not dis-

patch to the great King "^ to convince him that it

was neither just nor expedient for one state to

dominate the Hellenes ? Indeed we did not cease

waging war and facing perils both by land and sea

until the Lacedaemonians were willing to enter into

the treaty which guaranteed our independence.'*

At that time, then, we recognized the principle

that it is not just for the stronger to rule over

into bv Athens, Thebes, Argos, and Corinth. See Diodorus
xiv. si.

' That headed by Conon in 395 b.c. is known.
** The Peace of Antalcidas.
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Xoivoixcv iyvcoKoreg, Kal vvv iirl rrjs TToXireias

rrjg Trap'' 'qfxlv KadearrjKVLas' cos" S' ovS* dv Svvq-

delrjixev rrjv a,p)(r]v ravrrjv Karaariqoaadai , Tap^ecu?

otjuat hiqXchaeiv. rjv yap piera p.vpicov raXdvrojv

ovx otoL T* rjpLev Sta^uAa^ai, ttcos civ ravrrjv e/c

rrjs TTapovcnjs anopias KrrjaaaOai Svvqdelpiev,

aAAco? re Kal ;!^p6u/x.evot rocs rjOeaiv ovx ots iXa-

70 ^opLev aAA' ols aTTcaXlaapiev avTT^v; (Ls roivvv

ouSe he^aadat SLSop,€inf]v rfj iroXei avp.(f>€p€L,

hoKeZre p.oi rd^t'OT* dv eKcldev Karapiadelv.

pjdXXov he Kal irepl rovroiv ^ovXopLai puKpd irpo-

enreXv SeSoi/ca yap /u-t) Sta to TToXXoXg iTnTi/xdv

So^co TLol TTporjprjadai T-fjs TroXecos Karrjyopeiv.

71 'Eyo) S' el p,ev irpog aXXovs rivds eTrex^ipovv

ovTco Ste^tep'at rrepl tcjv 7Tpayp,dro)V, etKorco? dv

el)(ov Tr]v alriav ravrrjv vvv 8e rrpos vp,ds TTOCOvpLai

rovg Xoyovg, ov Sta^aAAeti' erepois emdvpLaJv,

dXX' avrovs ^ovXo^evos Travaai rcov roLOvrcov

epycov, Kal ttjv elpijvrjv, rrepl '^s aVa? o Xoyos

earl, ^e^aiios Kal rrjv ttoXlv Kal rov? dXXovs

"KXXrjvas dyayeXv.

72 ^AvdyKrj Se rovs vovderovvras Kal rovs Kar-

rjyopovvras rots p-ev Aoyot? ;^p7^CT^at TTapaTrXyjaLOis

,

rds Se hiavoias ^x^t^v aAATyAots' to? otovr evav-

ricordras. ware nepl rojv ravrd Xeyovrcov ovk

del TTpoarjKei rrjV avrrjv vp,ds yvcop-rjv ex^iv, dXXd
rovg p.ev cttI ^Xd^rj XoiSopovvras pLLoretv co?

KaKovovs 6vra9 rfj TroXei, rovg S' ctt' dj(j>eXia

" That is, we recognized it as valid not only in our
domestic relations but in our foreign policy.

'' A round number. Cf. Antid. 234. In 126 he speaks of

8000. Thucydides (ii. 13. 3) states that 9700 talents was
the largest amount ever stored on the Acropolis.
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the weaker," even as now we recognize it in the

nature of the poUty which has been estabhshed

amongst ourselves. But that we could not, if we
would, attain to this empire by conquest I think I

shall quickly prove. For when, with the help of ten

thousand talents,* we were not able to retain it, how
can we acquire it in our present state of poverty,

especially since we are now addicted, not to the

ways of life by which we gained it, but to those by
which we lost it ? Furthermore, that it is not even
for the advantage of the state to accept this empire,

if it were offered to us, I think you will learn very
quickly from what further I have to say. But first

I want to say a word by way of leading up to this

point, fearing that, on account of my many strictures,

I may give the impression to some of you of having
chosen to denounce our city.

If I were attempting to discourse in this manner
before any others, I should naturally lay myself open
to this charge. But now I am addressing myself to

you, not with the wish that I may prejudice you in

the eyes of others, but with the desire that I may
cause you to make an end of such a policy and that

Athens and the rest of the Hellenes may form a

lasting peace.

But those who admonish and those who denounce
cannot avoid using similar words, although their pur-
poses are as opposite as they can be.'' You ought
not, therefore, to have the same feeling towards all

who use the same language but, while abhorring
those who revile you to your harm as inimical to the
state, you ought to commend those who admonish

" Cf. Paneg. 130.
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vovderovvras eTraiveZv koL ^eXrtarovs rwv ttoXltcov

73 vo/xt^eiv, Kai tovtwv avrcov jLtaAtara tov ev-

apyearara Svvdfjievov SrjXaJaaL rag TTOvrjpa? tojv

TTpd^ecov /cat rag crvpL(f)opds ra? 0.77' avrcuv yiyvofie-

va?* OVTOS yap av rdxi^ara TTOi-qaetev vp.as, jxicrq-

Gavrag a Set, ^eXriovcov eindvpLrjaai TTpayfidrcov.

'TTrep fiev ovv rijs tojv Xoycov rpaxvrr]ros /cat

rcjv elprip,eva>v /cat rchv prjdiqaeadai fieXXovrcov

ravT ex<^ Xeyeiv rrpog vp,ds- odev 8' drreXLTTOV,

"ii vdXiv TTOtrycro/xat Tr)v dpxiqv. e^aoKov ydp eKeWev

[174] KaAAtCTr' dv vpids Karap-adelv co? ov o-UjU.</)epet

Xa^elv TTjv Kara ddXarrav apx^v, el GKeifjaiade

TLva TpoTTOV Y] TToAt? Stc/cetTO TTplv Trjv SvvapLV

ravTTjv KT-qaaadai, /cat ttcos £7761817 Kareax^v
avT'qv -qv ydp ravra Trap' dXXrjXa rfj 8tavota

d€wp'qa7]T€, yvcocread^ oacov KaKcbv alria rfj TrdAet

yeyovev.

75 *H [lev Toivvv TroAtreta roaovrcp ^eXricov T^r /cat

KpcLTTCov rj Tore rrjg varepov Karacrraarjs, oacp

TTep ^ApicrretBrjs /cat QejXLaroKXfjs /cat MtArtaS?^?

dvSpes dfieivovs rjcrav 'YTiep^oXov /cat KAeo-

<j>u)vros /cat rwv vvv Sr^fjirjyopovvrajv' rov he hrjfxov

evpiqaere rdv rdre iroXirevopevov ovk dpyias ovh

76 diTopiag 01)8' eXTrihoiV Kevcov dvra piearov, dXXa

VLKdv piev Svvdpevov iv rals pd^o-LS aTravras rovs

els rrjv ;^a)pat' ela^dXXovra? , dpLareicnv 8' a^toy-

pevov ev rots VTrep rrjg 'EAAaSo? /ctvSwoi?, ovrco

" Demosthenes (third Olynthiac 21 ff.) compares Aristides

and Pericles with the present-day orators who say to the

people :
" What are j'our desires ; what shall I propose ;

how can I please you ?
"

*" Hyperbolus, successor to Cleon, the tanner. Aristophanes
calls liim 7ror7;pos {Peace 684) ; Thucydides, noxOvpos (viii. 73).
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vou for your good and to esteem them as the best

of your fellow-citizens, and him most of all, even

among them, who is able to point out most \'i\-ldly

the e\ils of your practices and the disasters which
result from them. For such a man can soonest bring

you to abhor what you should abhor and to set your
hearts on better things.

These, then, are the things which I have to say in

defence of my harshness both in the words which I

have spoken and those which I am about to speak.

I will now resume at the place where I left off. For
I was on the point of sapng that you could best

learn that it is not to your advantage to obtain the

empire of the sea if you should consider what was
the condition of Athens before she acquired this

power and what after she obtained it. For if you
will examine one condition in contrast ^Wth the other

you will see how many eWls this power has brought
upon the city.

Now the pohty as it was in the earlier time was
as much better and stronger than that which obtained

later as Aristides and Themistocles and Miltiades *•

were better men than H}'perbolus * and Cleophon "^

and those who to-day harangue the people.** And
you will find that the people who then governed the

state were not given over to slackness and povertv
and emptv hopes,* but were able to conquer in battle

all who invaded their territory ;
^ that thev were

awarded the meed of valour ^ in the wars which they
fought for the sake of Hellas; and that they were

' For Cleophon see 13, note 6.

* Aristophon and Eubulus.
' Cf. " hopes from the platform," Demosthenes, first

Philippic 45.
f See Paneff. 86. ' See Paneff. 99.
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oe TTiaTevoixevov coare tcls TrXeiaras avroj twv
77 TToXecDV eKovaas ey^^eLpiaai a^ds auras', tovtcuv

S VTTapxovrojv, avrl jxev rrjs TToXtreias rrjs rrapa

TToiaiv evSoKL/jiovcrrjg inl Toiavrrjv aKoXaaiav r)

Swa/xt? '^P'S.s avTTj Trpo-qyayev, rjv ovSels av

dvdpcoTTwv enaiveaeLev avrl 8e rod vikclv rovg

eTncrrpaTevovTas ovru) tovs TToXiras eTralSevaev,

a>(TT€ /XTjSe TTpo Twv r€i)(cov roXjxdv eTre^tevat rots'

78 TToXe/jiLOLS' olvtI Se rrjs evvoias rr\s Trapa twv
avpLfidxiov avrois v-napxovcrrjg /cat rTys' So^rjs rrjs

TTapd rcbv dXXojv 'HLXXtjvcov elg roaovrov pZaos

Karear7]a€V, coare irapd puKpov iXdelv i^avSpa-

TToSLadrjvai rrjv ttoXlv, el p,rj A.aKehaip,oviix)v rcov

i^ o.px^S TToXepLovvrcov evvovarepcov ervxop-ev rj

79 rwv rrporepov rjpXv aupp.dxcov ovrcov. ols ovk dv

St/catcos" eyKoXolpLev, on ;^aAe7raJs' rrpds r]p,ds

Bteredrjaav ov yap VTrdpxovres aAA' dpiVv6p,evoi

Kal TToXXd /cat Seivd Tradovreg roiainrjv yviopLTjv

eaxov TTepl T^/xa?- rtV yap dv vnepeive r7]v daeXyeiav

rdjv TTarepwv rdjv rjperepcDv, ol avvayayovres i^

arracrqs frjs EAAaSos' rous" apyordrovs /cat rows'

aTTaaibv rcov rroviqpicbv p^erexovras , nXripovvres

[175] Tovrcov rds rpojpeLS, dirrjx^dvovro roZs "EAAiyCTt,

/cat rovs piev ^eXrlarovs rcov iv rats* aAAats'

" See Paneg. 72.
^ A rhetorical point. It was Pericles' policy in the

Peloponnesian War to meet the enemy only on the sea and
to keep on the defensive on land. He was bitterly criticized

for keeping the Athenians cooped up within their walls

while the Spartans invaded and ravaged their lands.
" See Areop, 6 and note.
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so trusted that most of the states of their own free

\\ill placed themselves under their leadership." But,

not\tithstanding these advantages, in place of a polity

which was admired by all men this power has led us

on to a state of licence which no one in the world

could commend : in place of our habit of conquering

those who took the field against us it has instilled

into our citizens such ways that they have not the

courage even to go out in front of the walls to meet
the enemy ; '' and in place of the good will which
was accorded us by our alhes and of the good repute

in which we were held by the rest of the Hellenes

it brought us into such a degree of odium that Athens
barely escaped being enslaved and would have
suffered this fate had we not found the Lacedae-
monians, who were at war with us from the first,

more friendly than those who were formerly our

alUes '—not that we can have any just complaint

against the latter for being obdurate towards us ; for

they were not aggressors but on the defensive, and
came to have this feeling after suffering many griev-

ous wrongs at our hands. For who could have
brooked the insolence of oiu" fathers ? Gathering
together from all Hellas men who were the worst of

idlers and men who had a part in every form of

depravity and manning their triremes with them,**

they made themselves odious to the Hellenes,* driving

into exile the best of the citizens in the other states ^

•* Mercenaries made up the crews at the beginning of the
Peloponnesian War. See Thuc. i. 121.

' Cf. Thuc. ii. 9.

' The aristocratic families, in order to make room for the
democratic faction. Isocrates evidently means that their

property was confiscated and used to pay the mercenaries.

See Thuc viii. 21. The rhetorical point is the same as in 46.
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TToXeaiv e^e^aXXov, toIs 8e TTOvrjpordroLs rcov 'EAAt^-

vcov raKeivoiv Sievefxov;

80 'AAAa yap el roX/jL-qaaLfMi -nepl tcov ev eKeivois

rols XP^^'^^S yevofievcov oLKpi^cog SceXdelv, Vfids

fiev tCTOJ? oiv TTOLrjaaipn, ^eXriov fiovXevaaadai irepl

TCOV TTapovTOJv, avTos S' av hi,a^Xrjdeir]v ela>dare

yap {jLLaelv ovx ovrco rovs atriovs rojv ajxaprrj-

81 fidrtov chs Tovs KarrjyopovvTas avrcbv. roiavr-qv

ovv vficov yvcojjLTjv ixovTcov, SeSoLKa fxr] 7Teipa>p,€vos

Vfids evepyerelv avros dnoXavcroj ri (f)Xaupov. ov

fjLrjv dTToaT-qaoixaL TravTaTracnv wv hievoiqOrjv , aAAa

TO. fiev TTLKporara /cat fidXiar' av u/xas" XuTTTjaovra

TTapaXeiipco, pLvrjad-qaofiai Se tovtcov p,6vov i^ cov

yvojaeade rr]v avoiav twv rore TToXirevopLevcov.

82 OvTOJ yap d/cpijScDs" evpiGKOv e^ cLv dvdpcoTTOi

fidXiar^ dv pnaridelev, ccxjt eijjr]cf)iaavTO ro Trepi-

yiyvofxevov e/c tcov (f)6pcov dpyvptov, SteAovres' Kara

TdXavTOv, els ttjv opxTqcTTpav toZs Alovvgiols ela-

<j)epeLV eTTeihdv TrXrjpes
fj

to deaTpov /cat tovt*

eTTOLOvv, /cat Trapeiarjyov tovs TratSa? tcov iv Tip

TToXefxo) TeTeXevTTjKOTCov, dpL(jiOTepoLS eTnSecKvvovTes

TOJLS p-ev avp,p,dxoi-s tols Tip,ds Trjs ovaias avTCOv

" Ironical. He means that they mastered the science of

making themselves unpopular.
* That is, the theoric fund. See 13, note. The point of

the division into talents is obscure. Perhaps one talent was
distributed at each festival.

" The " Greater Dionysia," celebrated in March.
^ The state brought them up at public expense until they

were of age for citizenship, at which time they were led
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iiid distributing their property among the most de-

praved of the Hellenes !

But if I were to make bold to go through in detail

what took place in those times I might probably

help you to be better ad\ised regarding the present

situation, but I should prejudice my own reputation
;

for vou are wont to hate not so much those who
are responsible for your mistakes as those who under-

take to denounce them. I fear, therefore, since

you are of such a mind, that if I attempt to benefit

vou I may myself reap a poor reward. Nevertheless,

I am not going to refrain entirely from saying the

things which I had in mind but shall pass over the

most severe and, mayhap, the most painful to you
and recall to your minds only the facts by which
you Mill recognize the folly of the men who at that

time governed the city.

For so exactly did they gauge " the actions by
which human beings incur the worst odium that they

passed a decree to divide the surplus of the funds

derived from the tributes of the alhes into talents

and to bring it on the stage, ** when the theatre was
full, at the festival of Dionysus '^

; and not only was
this done but at the same time they led in upon the

stage the sons of those who had lost their lives in

the war,** seeking thus to display to our allies,® on
the one hand, the value of their own property f

before the concourse of the people in the theatre and bidden
God speed ! See Aeschines, Against Ctesiphon 154.

' It appears that the " tribute " money of the allies during
the Confederacy of Delos was brought to Athens by their

representatives at the time of the Dionysiac festival. See
Aristophanes, Acharnians 305, 6i3. Besides, the festival

attracted many unofficial visitors from the other states.
^ That is, the value we attach to it—how we honour

their contributions.
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VTTO utadojTcov eiCTc^epo/xeV?]?/ rots' S' aAAot?

"EAAi^CTt TO ttXtjOos tojv 6p(f)avcov /cat ras (7vyL(j>opa.s

83 TO,? Sto. Ti^r nXeove^iav ravrrjv yiyvofxevas. /cat

Tavra Spcovres avroi re ttjv ttoXlv euSat/xovt^ov,

/cat TToAAot roil' vow ou/c ixovrcov €ijLaKdpi,ll,ov

awT?^!^, TcDt' /xei' avpL^rjaeadai 8td raura /xeAAovrcoP'

ouSe/xtai' TTOLOvjxevoL Trpovoiav, rov 8e ttAoutop'

davfjid^ovres Kal i,r}XovvT€s, os aSt/coj? els Tr]V

ttoXlv €LaeX9<l)v /cat rov SiKato)? VTrdp^avra Sto,

84 ra^eoiv TJ/xeXXe TrpoaairoXelv. els rovro yap /car-

earrjaav twv fxkv oIk€lcov dfxeXelas tcov S' dXXorptojv

eTTidvpiias, coo-re Aa/ceSat/^tovicDV ela^e^XrjKorcov els

Trjv p^CL>/5av /cat rou relxovs rjhrj rod Ae/ceAetactv

ecTTTjKOTOs eis St/ceAtai^ rpnqpeLs eTrX-qpovv, Kai ovK

7)a)(VVOVTO rrjv fxev TrarplSa repLVopievrjV /cat nopdov-

fjievqv TreptopoJvTes, em Se rovs ovhev ttcottot eis

85 rjp.ds e^afxaprovras arparidv eKirepiTTovres, dAA'

[176] ^t? tovt' d(f)poauvr]s rjXdov, cSare rail' Trpoaareiiov

TCOV olKeloJv ov Kparovvres 'IraAt'a? /cat St/ceAta?

/cat Ka/3;\;7jSdv'os' dp^etv TrpocreSoK-qaav. roaovrov

he hiTjveyKav dvoia Travrcuv avdpdyTtoiv, coare rovs

jxev dXXovs at avfji,(f)opaL avareXXovai /cat TToiovcnv

^ (iij4>€pon€vr)% Lange : eiiKpepofiivas mss.

" The text clearly means " brought in by paid men."
But iMLadojToL may be either paid servants or paid soldiers.

The former meaning is generally preferred by the editors

because only in a loose sense could it be said that the tribute

was brought in by mercenaries ; besides, the present tense

is employed. Nevertheless the reader will think of the

hirelings mentioned just before (in 79) with whom the

Athenians manned their triremes and through whom they

forced the payment of the tribute, and doubtless the author

so intended.
* This strong position on the slope of Mt. Fames in
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which was brought in by hirelings," and to the rest

of the Hellenes, on the other, the multitude of the

fatherless and the misfortunes which result from this

poUcy of aggression. And in doing this they them-
selves counted the city happy, while many of the

simple-minded deemed it blessed, taking no thought
whatsoever for future consequences but admiring

and en\ying the wealth which flowed into the city

unjustly and which was soon to destroy also that

which justly belonged to it. For they reached such

a degree of neglect of their o^vn possessions and of

covetousness of the possessions of other states that

when the Lacedaemonians had invaded our territory

and the fortifications at Decelea ^ had already been
built, they manned triremes to send to Sicily <^ and
were not ashamed to permit their own country to be
cut offand plundered ** by the enemy while dispatching

an expedition against a people who had never in any
respect offended against us. Nay, they arrived at

such a pitch of folly that at a time when they were
not masters of their own suburbs * they expected to

extend their power over Italy and Sicily and Carth-

age.^ And so far did they outdo all mankind in

recklessness that whereas misfortunes chasten others

Attica was seized and fortified by the Spartans as an outpost
from which to raid Athenian territory in 413 b.c.

' The original expedition to Sicily was dispatched in 415
B.C. Strong reinforcements were, however, sent at the time
Decelea was fortified bv the Spartans. See Thuc. vii. 20.

* See 92.
' Decelea was 14 miles from Athens, but the Athenians

kept within their walls, and the Spartans ravaged their
territory almost at will. See Thuc. vii. 19 ff.

^ Thucj^dides makes Alcibiades voice the expectation of
conquering first Sicily, then Italy, and then Carthage. See
vi. 90.
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efji(f)poveaT€povs , e/cetvot S' ou8' vtto tovtcov eTrat-

86 Sevdr^crav. Kairoi TrXeiocn Kal jxeL^oaL TrepieTreaov

em. TTJs o-pXV^ ravT-qg rcbv iv airavrL to* ;)^povoj rfj

TToAei yeyemjixevtov. els AXyvTrrov fiev ye Sta/cocrtat

TrXevaaaat rpi-qpeis avrolg roig TTXrjpcojJiacrt, Si-

e(f>6dprj(jav, irepl 8e Ys^virpov TrevT-qKovra Kal eKaTov
ev oe TCp AeKeXeLKcp TToXefico^ p^vpiov? oirXiras

avra>v /cat rojv avfMfxdxojv ciTTcLXeaav , ev St/ceAta

oe rerrapas /xu/aiaSa? /cat rpiripeig rerTapaKovra
/cat Sta/cocrias", to Se reXevralov ev 'EAAt^ctttovtoj

87 BiaKoaiag . rds 8e /cara Se/ca /cat /caret nevre^

/cat irXeiovs tovtojv dTToXXufjievas /cat Toy? /carci

XiXi^ovs /cat Sta;^tAtoi'S' aTro^i^TyCT/covTa? rt? at' e^apiO-

fnqaeiev ; ttXtjv ev rjv rovro rcov eyKVKXtojv, Ta(f)ds

TTOLeiv Kad eKaarov rov eviavrov, elg as ttoXXoI

/cat Tcov aoTvyeiTovcov Kal rcbv dXXiov 'EXXijvojv

e^OLTOiVy ov avp.TTevdiqaovTes rovs redvecbras dXXd
88 avvrjaOiqaojJievoL rats r^fxerepaLs ovp,(f)opdts- reXev-

rdjvres o eXadov acf)ds avrovs rovs p-ev rdtjyovs

Tovs BrjfioaLovs to)V ttoXltcov epurX-qaavTes , rds Se

^ iv Sk T(^ AeK€\€iK(2 TToX^/jLif) Papyrus Londinensis : iv Adr<f)

5^ TE : €v d^ Tip ll6vT<f} vulg.
* Kal Kara irivre Papyrus Londinensis : Kal trivTe iMss.

« So also Thuc. i. 23,
* These were sent to aid Inarus of Egypt in his revolt

against Persia, 460 b.c. See Thuc. i. 104 ff.

" Thucydides (i. 1 12) speaks of a fleet of 200 ships of which
60 were sent to Egypt, the remainder under Cimon laying
siege to Citium in Cyprus. This expedition, though expen-
sive in the loss of men and money, was not disastrous like

the former.
^ The text is very uncertain. The reading of the London

papyrus is at least preferable since the loss of 10,000 hoplites

(unless a hopeless exaggeration) cannot be accounted for if
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and render them more prudent our fathers learned

no lessons even from this discipline. And yet they

were involved in more and greater disasters in the

time of the empire " than have ever befallen Athens
in all the rest of her history. Two hundred ships

which set sail for Egypt perished \vith their crews,**

and a hundred and fifty off the island of Cyprus ;
'^

in the Decelean War ^ they lost ten thousand heavy
armed troops of their o^^ti and of their allies, and in

Sicily forty thousand men and two hundred and forty

ships,* and, finally, in the Hellespont two hundred
ships.^ But of the ships which were lost in fleets of

ten or five or more and of the men who were slain

in armies of a thousand or two thousand who could

tell the tale ? In a word, it was at that time a

matter of regular routine to hold public funerals

»

every year, which many both of our neighbours and
of the other Hellenes used to attend, not to grieve

with us for the dead, but to rejoice together at our

misfortunes. And at last, before they knew it, they

had filled the pubhc burial-grounds '^ with the bodies

of their fellow-citizens and the registers of the

the reading of VE or that of the other mss. is adopted. See
Laistner in Classical Quarterly xv. p. 81. At the begin-
ning of the Peloponnesian War (according to Thuc. ii. 13),

the Athenian heavy-armed troops numbered x?9,000. Later
(according to Against Aristog., attributed to Demosthenes,
51 ), the whole body of Athenian citizens numbered but 20,000.

' Diodorus (xiii. 21) gives the same number of men, but
200 ships. Thucydides gives the number of ships as 209 and
the number of men as not less than 40,000, including heavy
and light armed troops, crews, etc. See especially vii. 75. 5.

' At the battle of Aegospotami in 405 b.c, the denouement
of this tragic history. Xenophon {Hell. ii. 1. 20) and
Diodorus (xiii. 105) give 180 as the number of the ships.

" See Paneg. 74, note d.
* The Ceramicus.
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(fyparplas /cat to, ypa^jtiareta ra Xri^tapxi-Ka rojv

ovSev Tjj TToAet TrpoariKovrojv. yvolr) 8' dv ris

eKeldev p^dXtara to -TrXrjdos rdjv diroXXvpivijov' rd
yap ylvT) rchv dvSpwv rcov ovopaaroraTCov koX

Tovs OLKovs rovs p,eyiarovs , ot /cat rds rvpavvLKas

araaeis Kai. rov HepaiKov rroXepov hie^vyov,

evpy^aopev cttI rrjs apx^js, rjs eTTidvyiovpev, dva-

39 ardrovs yeyevqpevovs. coctt' et ns aKOTTeZadai

^ovXoiTO rrepl tcov dXXcov, axnrep Trpos Sety/xa rovr

dva<j>epiDv, ^avelp^ev dv piKpov Sclv dvriqXXayp,€voi.

KatTOt )(^p'r] ttoXlv p,ev evhaLp.ovit,eLV p,r) ttjv i^

dTrdvroiV dvOpconcov et/cr^ ttoXXovs TroAtVas" ddpoL^ov-

aav, dAAa tt^v to yevo? tcov i^ dpxT]S ttjv ttoXlv

OLKLadvTCOV p,dXXov twv dXXojv Siaacol^ovcTav, dvSpas

[177] 3e ll,rjXovv prj tovs Tds Tvpavvihas KaT^xovTas p^rjSe

TOVS /Met^cu SuvaoTTetav' toO St/catou KeKTrjpevovs,

dAAa TOVS d^Lovs /xev ovTas ttjs peyLOTr^s Tiprjs,

CTTepyovTas 8' evrt Tat? vtto tov ttXtjOovs StSo-

90 pivaLs. TavTTjs ydp €^iv ovt^ dvrjp ovt€ ttoXls

Xa^elv dv SvvaLTO airovhaioTepav oyS' dcr^aAe-

OTcpav ouSe ttXciovos d^iav rjVTrep ol irepu to

rie/aat/cd yevopevoi axovTes ovx opotcos rots

Xtjotols i^icoaav, totc p,ev TrAeto) Toii^ LKavdJv

exovTes, TOT€ S' €v CTtToSetat? /cat TroAtop/ctat? /cat

TOt? p,eyiaTOLS kukols KaOecTTCOTes, dXXd irepi pev

T7JV Tpo(f>rjV TTjv /ctt^' TjpLepav ovT* iv ivSeLais ovt

" Cf. 50. All citizens were duly enrolled in the phratry
registers, (pparopiKo. ypafj-fxarela and in the state registers,

kept in each township, \%tapxi/fd ypaf-ifiaTela.

* Pisistratus and his sons, Hippias and Hipparchus. See
Aristotle, Const, of Athens 18.

^ Cf. 4.
•* They were virtually in a state of siege after the occupa-
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phratries and of the state « with the names of those

who had no claim upon the city. And you may
judge of the multitude of the slain from this fact :

The famihes of the most illustrious Athenians and

our greatest houses, which survived the civil conflicts

under the tyrants * and the Persian Wars as well,

have been, you >Wll find, entirely wiped out " under

this empire upon which we set our hearts. So that

if one desired to go into the question of what befel

the rest of our citizens, judging by this instance, it

would be seen that we have been changed, one might

almost say, into a new people.

And yet we must not count that state happy which

without discrimination recruits from all parts of the

world a large number of citizens but rather that state

which more than all others preserves the stock ofthose

who in the beginning founded it. And we ought not

to emulate those who hold despotic power nor those

who have gained a dominion which is greater than

is just but rather those who, while worthy of the

highest honours, are yet content with the honours

which are tendered them by a free people. For no
man nor any state could obtain a position more ex-

cellent than this or more secure or of greater worth.

And it was because they acquired just this position

that our ancestors in the time of the Persian Wars
did not live in the manner of freebooters, now
ha\ing more than enough for their needs, again re-

duced to a state of famine and siege "* and extreme
misfortune * ; on the contrary, while they lived

neither in want nor in surfeit of the means of sub-

tion of Decelea by the Spartans, who cut off their food
supplies.

« The terrible plague described by Thucydides (i. 23

;

ii. 4<< ff.).
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€v vnep^oXats ovreg, errl Se ttj rfj<s TToAtTetaj

SiKaiocrvvj) /cat Tat? aperaZs ratg avrcov (f)tXo-

TLfiovfjievoi /cat rov ^iov tJSlov tojv dXXcov SLayovres.
91 'Q.V aiJi€Xt]aavT€s ol yevopievoL p,€r eKetvovs ovk

ap)(eLv aAAa rvpavveiv iTredvp^xjaav, a So/cet fxev

rr]V avrrjv €)(€lv hvvaynv, rrXelcrTOV S' dXX-qXojv

Kexcoptcrraf rdv fxev yap dp^ovrcov epyov ecrrt

Tovs dpxofievovs rals avTuyv inifxeXeiats TTOieZv

evhaipuovearepovs , rols he rvpavvois eOos KadiarrjKe

rols rajv aXXoiv ttovols /cat /ca/cots' avToZs -qhovds

TTapaGK€vat,€Lv . avdyKT) 8e Toy? roLovroig epyoLs

imx^ipouvrag TvpavviKois /cat rat? avp,(f)opais Trepc-

TTLTTTeiv, /cat Toiavra TTda)(^eiv old rrep dv /cat tovs

dXXovs SpdaaxTLV. d /cat rfj noXei avveTreaev

92 aP'Tt pikv yap rov (f)povp€tv rds rcbv dXXcov dKpo-

TToXets rrjs avTcJv eTrelSov roiis TToXepilovs Kvpiovs

yevofievovg' dvrl 8e rov TratSas" 6p,ijpovs Xafi^dveiv,

aTToaiTcJjvres drro Trarepwv /cat [xrjTepcov, ttoXXol

Tojv ttoXltcov rjvayKdadiqaav tovs avTtov iv ttj

TToXiopKta x^lpov TraiSeveiv /cat Tpe^etv -q TrpoaiJKev

avrois' dvTL 8e tov yeojpyelv rds x^ypas rds

aXXoTpias TToXXcov eTchv ouS' IheZv avToZs i^eyevcTO

TYjV aVTWV.

93 "Qctt' et TLS rjfxds ipcoT'qaeiev el Se^at/xe^' dv

roaovTov p^/jovoi' dp^avres ToiavTa Tradovaav ttjv

ttoXlv eTTcSeZv, tls dv op^oXoyrjaeie, ttXtjv et tis

" That is, to rule by consent as against ruling by force

—

delegated as against irresponsible power. See Paneg. 80 ff.

* Cf. Epist. vii. 4. " Described in 111-113.
•* A Spartan garrison occupied the Acropolis during the

rule of the Thirty.
' This the Athenians did at Samos in 4-iO b.c. See

Thuc. i. 115.
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sistence day by day, they prided themselves on the

justice of their polity and on their own virtues, and
passed their Uves more pleasantly than the rest of

the world.

But, heedless of these lessons, those who came
after them desired, not to rule but to dominate "

—

Mords which are thought to have the same meaning,
although between them there is the utmost difference.

For it is the duty of those who rule to make their

subjects happier through their care for their welfare,*

whereas it is a habit of those who dominate to pro-

vide pleasures for themselves through the labours

and hardships of others. But it is in the nature of

things that those who attempt a despot's course must
encounter the disasters which befall despotic power <^

and be afflicted by the very things which they inflict

upon others. And it is just this which has happened
in the case of Athens ; for in place of holding the
citadels of other states, her people saw the day when
the enemy were in possession of the Acropolis '^

; in

place of dragging children from their mothers and
fathers and taking them as hostages,* many of her
citizens, Hving in a state of siege, were compelled to

educate and support their children with less than
was their due ; and in place of farming the lands of

other states,-'' for many years ^ they were denied the

opportunity of even setting eyes upon their own
fields.

If, therefore, anyone were to ask us whether we
should choose to see Athens in such distress as the
price of having ruled so long a time,'* who could

' The reference is to the cleruchies. See 6, note.
» From 413 to 404 B.C.

* From 478 to 405 b.c.
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TTavTOLTTaatv (XTTovevorjfjLevos iarl /cat fJii^O^ Upcov

fj,-^T€ yoviojv fi-qre TratScov ixrJT dXXov jxrjSevos

[178] (j)povTit,eL TrXrjv rod xpovov fxovov rod Kad' iavrov;

Jjv ovK d^Lov rrjv Sidvotav l,7]Xouv, aAAd ttoXv

fjidXXov rdjv TToXXrjv Trpovoiav TTOiovpevoiv, /cat

fjLT^Sev -^rrov virkp rrjs Koivrjs So^rjs ^ ri]s tSta?

(j>iXorLp,ovp.€vcov , /cat Trpoaipovfidvcov piirpiov ^iov

fxerd SiKaLoavvqs p^dXXov r) p,eyav TrXovrov jxer'

94 aSt/ctas. /cat yap ol rrpoyovoi roiovrovs avrovs

7Tapaa)(6vr€S riqv re ttoXlv evSaipoveardrr^v roXs

eTnyiyvoixevoLs TrapeSoaav /cat rrjs avrcov dper-qs

dddvarov rrjv p,vrjfj,-qv KareXnrov . i^ (hv dp.(j>6repa

pdhiov ecrrt KarapLadetv, /cat rrjv ;(a>paj^ 'qfiajv, ort

Swarat rp€(j>ei,v dvSpag djjiCLVOVs rdJv dXXcov, /cat

rr)v KaXovfjuevrjv fxkv dpx'rjv ovaav 8e avp,(j>opdv, ort

7Te(f)VK€ ^etpovs diravras TtoLeiv rovs XP^I^^^^^^
avrij.

95 MeyLcrrov 8e reK/jii^pLov' ov yap fxovov rjp.ds dXXd

/cat rrjv Aa/ce8at/xovta)V ttoXiv hLe(j)deLpev, ware
Tot? eWiafxevoLg eiraLvelv rds eKeivcov dperds ovx
olovr^ iarlv elTrelv rovrov rov Xoyov, d)s rjpeXs

jxev Sta ro 8rjp,oKpareZadaL KaKcvs expf]adpLe6a

roZs TTpdypacTLV, el 8e AaKedaipiovioL ravrrjv rrjv

Swa/xtv TTapeXa^ov, evhaipLOvas dv /cat rovs dXXovs

Kal CT0d? avrovs eiroir^aav. ttoXv yap ddrrov ev

e/cetVot? eVeSet^aro rr]v ^vaiv rrjv avrrjs' rrjv yap

TToXtreiav r^v ev eTrra/cocrtoi? ereaiv ovSels olSev

« See 90. * Cf. Areop. 74.
" Cf. Euripides' Alcestis 802 i

ov ^los a\r]9u>s 6 pios, dWd crvfjLcpopd..

<» Cf. Panath. 200.
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answer yes, except some utterly abandoned wretch
who cared not for sacred matters nor for parents nor
for children nor for any other thing save for the term
of his o^vn existence ? We, however, ought not to

emulate the judgement of such men but rather that

of those who exercise great forethought and are no
less jealous for the reputation of the state than for

their own—men who prefer a moderate competence
with justice to great wealth unjustly gained. For
our ancestors," pro\-ing themselves to be men of this

character, handed on the city to their descendants
in a most prosperous condition and left behind them
an imperishable memorial of their virtue. And from
this we may easily learn a double lesson : that our
soil is able to rear better men than the rest of the
world ^ and that what we call empire, though in

reality it is misfortune,'' is of a nature to deprave
all who have to do with it.

We have a most con\'incing proof of this. For im-
periaUsm worked the ruin not only of Athens but of
the city of the Lacedaemonians also, so that those who
are in the habit of praising the virtues of Sparta '' can-
not argue that wemanaged our affairs badly because of
our democratic government whereas if the Lacedae-
monians had taken over the empire the results would
have been happy both for the rest of the Hellenes
and for themselves. For this power revealed its

nature much more quickly in their case.^ Indeed it

brought it to pass that a poUty which over a period
of seven hundred years ^ had never, so far as we know,

« The Spartan supremacy lasted from 404 to 371 ; the
Athenian from 478 to 405 B.C.

f From the reign of Eurysthenes and Procles, about 1072,
to the battle of Leuctra, 371 b.c. For the stability of the
Spartan constitution see Panath. 257.
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ovO VTTo KLvhvvojv ovd* VTTO avfx^opcJov KLvrjOelcrav,

TavTTjv ev oXiycp xpovcp craXevaat /cat XvOrjvai Trapa

96 iiLKpov eTToirjaGv. avrl yap roJv Kadeardtraiv Trap'

avroZs eTnTTjSevixarcov tovs fiev IBicoTas evirrXr^aev

ahiKiag, padvpLias, dvofiias, ^iXapyvpias, ro he

KOLVov rrjs ttoXccos VTrepoi/jlas fJiev rcbv av[ji{xd)(wv,

imdvpiias 8e rcbv dXXorpicov, oXiyojpias §e rcbv

opKcov /cat Tcov (TvvdrjKcov. roaovTOV yap VTrep-

e^dXovTO Toiis 7]p,eTepovs roZs els tovs "EAAi^va?

o^pLapTrjixaaiv, oaov Trpos rolg Trporepov VTrdpxovaL

a<j)ayds /cat ardaeis ev rals TToXeaiv eTroirjaav, e^

a>v deifivqarovs rag exOpo-S Trpos dXXi]Xovs e^ovaiv.

97 ovTOi Se cf)LXo7ToXe[xa}s /cat ^tAo/ctvSuvcu? Sieredrjaav

,

Tov dXXov xpov(^v TTpos TO. ToiavTa rrecfivXayfxevois

[179j pidXXov rtbv aAAojv exovres, coare ovSe roJv avjx-

/Jidxojv ouSe Tcijv evepyercbv aTreaxovTO rcov a<j)eTe-

pcov avra)V, dXXd jSacrtAect)? jxev avrols els tov

TTpos rjfids TToXefxov nXeov rj TrevraKiaxlXia rdXavra

TrapaaxovTos , Xtcov Se 7Tpo6vp,6raTa TrdvTCOv rcov

98 crvfifxdxiov ra> vavriKw avyKLvSvvevadvrcov, 07j-

jSatcuv 8e ixeyiarrjv h'uvap.Lv els to Tret^ov avp.-

^aXopuevwv, ovk e(j>Qaaav rrjv dpx'^v Karaaxovres,

/cat Qrj^aiois p^ev evdvs eTre^ovXevaav , eirl he tov

^aaiXea KAeapxov /cat arpaTidv dveTrefju/jav, Xtajp"

" SeePaneg. 110 ff.

* An example of this caution is the advice of King
Archidamus at the beginning of the Peloponnesian War.
See Thuc. i. 80.

" So also Andocides, On the Peace 29.
•* Chios revolted from Athens in 412 b.c. and supported

Sparta with her fleet until the end of the Peloponnesian War.
* Thebes was one of Sparta's strongest allies against

Athens. See Thuc. iv. 93.
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been disturbed by perils or calamities was shaken
and all but destroyed in a short space of time. P'or

in place of the ways of life established among them it

filled the citizens with injustice, indolence, lawlessness

and avarice and the commonwealth with contempt
for its allies, covetousness of the possessions of other

states, and indifference to its oaths and covenants. In

fact they went so far beyond our ancestors in their

crimes against the Hellenes that in addition to the

evils which already afflicted the several states they
stirred up in them slaughter and strife,* in conse-

quence of which their citizens will cherish for each
other a hatred unquenchable. And they became so

addicted to war and the perils of war that, whereas
in times past they had been more cautious in this

regard *• than the rest of the world, they did not

refrain from attacking even their own allies and their

own benefactors ; on the contrary, although the great

King had furnished them with more than five thou-

sand talents "^ for the war against us, and although the
Chians ^ had supported them more zealously than any
of their other allies by means of their fleet and the
Thebans * had contributed a great number of troops

to their land forces, the Lacedaemonians no sooner
gained the supremacy than they straightway plotted

against the Thebans,^ dispatched Clearchus with an
army against the King,^ and in the case of the Chians

' Instanced by the treacherous seizure of the Theban
citadel (the Cadmea) by the Spartan Phoebidas. See Xen.
Hell. V. 2. 25 flF.

' Cf. Panath. 104. The " ten thousand " mercenaries led
by the Spartan Clearchus to support Cyrus against King
Artaxerxes were not officially dispatched, although sanc-
tioned, by Sparta. For the fortunes of this army see
Paneg. 145-149 ; Philip 90 ff. ; and Xenophon's Anabasis.
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Se Tovs fJiev TTpcoTOVs TOJv ttoXltcov lijivydhevaav

,

rag 8e Tpti^pei? e/c tcx)v veojplcov e^eXKvaavres
(XTrctCTa? (pxovTO Aa^ovre?.

99 OvK i^TjpK€(T€ S' avTOLs ravT e|a/LiapTetv, dAAa
TTepl Tovs avTovg ;^/3ov'oys' eTTopdovv [xev rrjv

Tjireipov, v^pL^ov Se Ta? vqaovs, dvrjpovv Se to,?

iv 'IraAta /cat St/ceAt'o. TroAtTetas" /cat rvpdvvovs

KadloTaaav, iXvfiaivovro Se tt^i^ rieAoTrdvi^TjCTOv

/cat pLeanqv araaecov /cat TToXejjuDV eTTOLTjaav. im,

TToiav yap rcov TToXecov ovk iaTpdrevaav ; iq irepl

100 rlvas avTCov ovk i^'qp.apTOV ; ovk 'HAetcuv fiev

fiepos Tt TTJg )(^uopas d^eiXovro, ttjv Se yrjv rrjv

K.opiv6Lcov erejxov, Mav-rti'eas' Se SicpKLcrav, OAta-
aiovg S i^e7ToXi6pKr)(Tav, els Se rrjv Apyetcov

elcre^aXov, ouSev 8' eTravceavTO revs {xev aXXovs

KaKcos TTOLOvvres, avrols Se rrjv ^Trav rrjv iv

Aeu/crpot? 7TapaaKevdt,ovres

;

"Hr 0aat Ttve? alTtav yeyevrjcrdaL rf] UTrdprr]

TcJov KaKcx)v, OVK dXtjOrj Xeyovres' ov yap Sta

ravrrjv vtto rix)V avpLpidxcjuv ep.tcr'qOrjuav, dXXd Sta

rag v^peis Tas iv toXs epLTrpoadev \povoLs /cat

TavTTjv -^TTijd-qcrav /cat Trept rrjs avrcov eKivSvvevaav.

101 XPV ^^ ™5^ alriag CTrt^e'petv ov Tot? /ca/cot? toIs

iTnyiyvoixevoLs, aAAa toIs TrpcoTOtg rcov dfxaprr]-

fidrcov, i^ c5v eTrt ttjv TeXevTrjv Tavrrjv Karrjve-

" An oligarchy was established there and 600 of the demo-
cratic faction were driven into exile. See Diodorus xiii. 65.

* This was done by Lysander in 401 b.c. See Diodorus
xiii. 70.

" Greek settlements in Asia Minor. See Paneg. 144,
** For example, Samos (Xen. Hell. ii. 3. 6), by expelling

the democratic faction and setting up " decarchies " there.

« Sparta supported Dionysius the tyrant of Syracuse in

extending his power over Greek cities in Sicily and Italy.
|
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drove into exile" the foremost of their citizens and

launched their battle-ships from their docks and made
off \\ith their whole navy.*

However, they were not satisfied with perpetrating

these crimes, but about the same time were ravaging

the Asiatic coast,'^ committing outrages against the

islands ,<* subverting the free governments in Italy

and Sicily, setting up despotisms in their stead,*

overrunning the Peloponnesus and filUng it ^\•ith

seditions and wars. For, tell me, against which of

the cities of Hellas did they fail to take the field ?

Which of them did they fail to wTong ? Did they not

rob the Eleans of part of their territory,-'' did they

not lay waste the land of the Corinthians ,3 did they

not disperse the Mantineans from their homes,* did

thev not reduce the Phhasians by siege,* and did they

not invade the country of the Argives,' never ceasing

from their depredations upon the rest of the world and
so bringing upon themselves the disaster at Leuctra ?

Some maintain that this disaster was the cause of

the misfortunes which overtook Sparta, but they do
not speak the truth. For it was not because of this

that they incurred the hatred of their allies ; it was
because of their insolence in the time preceding that

thev were defeated in this battle and fell into peril

of losing their own city. We must not attribute the

cause to any subsequent misfortunes but to their

crimes in the beginning, as the result of which they

See Diodorus xiv. 10 and cf. Paneg. 126, which should be
read in this connexion.

* See Diodorus xiv. 17.

» See Xen. Hell. iv. 5. 19.

* See Paneq. 126 ; Xen. Hell. v. 2. 1.

* See Xen/Hell. v. 3. 21 ff. and Paiug. 126.
' See Xen. Hell. iv. i. 19,
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X^Tjaav. <x)(TT€ TToXv dv Tt? aXr]dearepa rvyxdvoi
Xeycov, €1 (f)aLrj rore ttjv ap-^rfv avrolg yeyevrjadai

rajv aviJi(f)Opa)V, ore Trjv o.px'^v rTJs daXdrrr^s

TTapeXdix^avov eKTcovro yap Svva[jLLv ovSev ofxoiav

102 rfj TTporepov VTTapxovojj . Sta fiev yap Trjv Kara,

yrjv rjyejjiovLav /cat rrjv evra^iav /cat ttjv KaprepCav

[180] rr]V iv avrrj jxeXeTCOjJievriv paStoj? ttjs Kara
OdXarrav Svvdfieojs eTreKpdrrjaav, Sta Se rrjv

aKoXaaiav ttjv vtto Tavrrjs rrjs dpxrjs avToTs

iyyevoixevTjv rax^cos KaKeivt]? ttjs rjyepiovLas aTT-

careprjdrjcrav . ov yap en rovs vopLOvg i(f>vXaTTOv

ovs TTapd Tcov TTpoyovcov TTapeXa^ov, ovB* iv tols

103 TJdeaiv €p,€vov ot? TTporepov elxov, dXX viroXa^ovTes

e^elvai TToielv avToXg o tl av ^ovXrjdcbaiv, els

TToXXrjv rapax'^v KaTearrjaav.

Ov yap TJSeaav ttjv i^ovaiav '^g Traj^Te? evxovrai

Tvx^tv, (I)£ 8vaxpy]crT6s iarrLV, oi38 cos Trapa^poveiv

TTOtet rovs dyaTTcovras avrijv, ovS* on ttjv (f)vaLv

ofxotav €X€t rals iraipais rat? ipdv jxkv avrcov

TTOiovaais, Tovs 8e ;(pa)/xeVous' aTToXXvovaais •

104 Kairoi (f>av€p6js eTrtSeSet/crat ravrr^v exovaa ttjv

SvvafXLV TOVS ydp iv TrXeicrrais i^ovceiais yeyevq-

jxivovs tSot Tts dv rals iieyLcrrais avp,<j>opaLs

TTepLTreTrrojKoras , dp^afxivovs d(f>^ rjixcov /cat Aa/ce-

SaifJLOVLOJV. aurat yap at ttoXcls /cat TToXirevopievai

TTporepov aoicfipoviarara /cat ho^av exovaat, /caA-

XLaTrjv, iTTeiSr] ravrrjs ervxov /cat rr^v dpx'r)V

eXa^ov, ovSev dXAi^Xcov SiT]V€yKav, dAA' axnrep

" For this word-play cf. Philip 61, note d; also this

discourse, 105.
* The best commentary upon the association here of

self-control (moderation) with an inland power and of the
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were brought to such a disastrous end. So that any-

one would be much more in accord with the truth if

he should assert that they first became subject to the

dominion of their present ills at the moment when
they attempted to seize the dominion of the sea,**

since they were seeking to acquire a power which was
in no >vise Uke that which they had before possessed.

For because of their supremacy on land and of their

stem discipUne and of the self-control which was
cultivated under it, they readily obtained command
of the sea, whereas because of the arrogance ^ which
was bred in them by that power they speedily lost

the supremacy both on land and sea. For they no
longer kept the laws which they had inherited from
their ancestors nor remained faithful to the ways
which they had followed in times past, but conceived
that they were hcensed to do whatever they pleased

and so were plunged into great confusion.

For they did not know that this licence which all

the world aspires to attain is a difficult thing to

manage, that it turns the heads of those who are

enamoured by it, and that it is in its nature like

courtesans, who lure their \ictims to love but destroy

those who indulge this passion. And yet it has been
shown clearly that it has this effect ; for anyone can
see that those who have been in the strongest posi-

tion to do whatever they pleased have been involved

in the greatest disasters, ourselves and the Lacedae-
monians first of all. For when these states, which in

time past had governed themselves with the utmost
sobriety and enjoyed the highest esteem,"^ attained

to this Ucence and seized the empire, they differed

opposite with a sea power is a very interesting passage of
the Panathenaums 115, 116. ' See Paneg. 80, 81.
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TTpoarjKeL rovg vtto tcov avTCov eTndvjxiayv koL rrjs

avTTJs voaov Siec^dapfievovs, /cat rat? irpd^eai tols

avrais eve)(eLprjaav /cat rots' dpLapr'qfiaai Trapa-

TrXrjaLotg exprjoavro /cat to reXevTolov ojLtotat?

105 rat? aviJicf)opats TrepieTreaov. rnxels t€ yap fiiarj-

Qevres vtto rix>v avp,fjid)(ajv /cat rrept avSpanoSiapiov

KivSvv€vaavT€s VTTO AaKeSaLfjLOVLOJV i(Ta)6r]H€v,

e/cetvoi re Travriov avrovs aTToXecrai ^ovXrjOevTajv

icf) rjjxds KaTa(j)vy6vTes St' rjjxcijv rrjs acoTrjpta^

kTV)(ov. /catTot Traj? XP'h "^W ^PXV^ Tavrrjv

eTTaivelv ttjv rag reXevrds ovrco Trovqpds e^ovaav;

T] TTCjg ov pLiaeZv /cat ^evyeiv rrjv ttoAAo. /cat Setm
TTOieXv dp.<j>oTipas rds TToXeis eTrdpaaav /cat vadelv

dvayKaaraorav ;

106 Ou/c d^iov 8e ^ay/xa^etv', et top dXXov xpovov

iXdvdavev aTravra? ToaovTcov ovcra /ca/cojv atrta

Tot? €)(ov(nv avrr^v, oi5S' et Trept/xa^^T^TO? Tyv t50'

rjpLCOv /cat Aa/ceSat/xoi'tcov evprjaere ydp tovs

irXeiarovs tcov dvdpcoTTCDV Trepl rds aipeo-ets" tcDi/

[181] TTpayixdriov dfiaprdvovrag , /cat TrXeiovg [xev ctti-

dv/XLas e)(OVTag rdjv /ca/ctDv r^ tcDv' ayadojv, apbCLVOV

8e ^ovXevofxevovs VTrep tcov ix^pcov t] a(j)d)v avTCov.

107 /cat TavT* tSot rt? ai' €7rt toji' pLeytaTwv tl yap

ovx ovTco yeyovev ; ovx T)p.eis fxev TotavTa Trpo-

jipovfjieda TTpdTT€Lv, i^ Sv Aa/ceSat/xowot heanoTat

TCOV ']ltXXi]Vcov KaTeoTTjaav , €K€lvol 8' ovtco /ca/cco?

TTpovGTr]aav tcov TrpaypidTCOv, cuct^' rjuds ov ttoXXoIs

€T€<JLV vGTepov TrdXiv eTTLTToXaaai /cat KvpLovg

108 yeveadai Trj? eKeivcov acoT-qpLa? ; ovx V H-^^

TCOV aTTLKil^ovTCOV TToXvTrpaypLoavvrj XaKcovLl,€iv rds"

TToXecs eTToirjaev, rj 8e tcov XaKcovi^ovTCOv v^pis
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in no respect from each other, but, as is natural in

the case of those who have been depraved by the

same passions and the same malady, they attempted
the same deeds and indulged in similar crimes and,

finally, fell into like disasters. For we, being hated
by our alhes and standing in peril of being enslaved,

were saved by the Lacedaemonians ; " and just so

they, when all the rest wanted to destroy them,
came to us for refuge and were saved through us.*

And yet how can we praise a dominion which subjects

us to so miserable an end ? How can we fail to abhor
and shun a power which has incited these two cities

both to do and to suffer many abominable things ?

But, after all, we should not be surprised that in

the past all men have failed to see that this power
is the cause of so many ills to those who hold it, nor

should we wonder that it has been the bone of con-

tention between us and the Lacedaemonians. For
you yvill find that the great majoritv of mankind go
astray in choosing a course of action and, being
possessed of more desires for things e\il than for

things good, take counsel more in the interest of

their foes than of themselves. You can observe this

in matters of the greatest importance. For when
has it ever happened otherwise ? Did we not choose

to pursue a pohcy in consequence of which the

Lacedaemonians became masters of the Hellenes ?

Did not they, in their turn, manage their supremacy
so badly that not many years later we again got the

upper hand and became the arbiters of their safety ?

Did not the meddlesomeness of the partizans of

Athens cause the various states to become partizans

of Sparta, and did not the insolence of the partizans

• See 78. ^ See Philip 44, note 6 ; Areop. 7, note.
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axTt/ct^eir ras aura? ravras rjvdyKacrev ; ov 8ta

[xev TTjv TOJv SrjjjiTjyopovvTCov TTOvrjplav avros 6 Srjfjios

€'!Tedvix7]a€ rrjs oXiyapxia? ttjs cttl tcov rerpaKoatcov

Karaardcr-qs, Sid 8e Trjv tcov rpiaKovra fxaviav

aTTavres STy/xoTt/ccurepot yeyovapuev tojv OuAtjv

109 KaraXa^ovTcov ; dXXd yap inl rcov iXarrovcov Kal

Tov ^Lov Tov Kad' Tjjxepav eTTihei^eiev av ns rovs
TToXXoiis x^^P^^^'^^ H'^^ '^^'' '''^^ eSeff/xarcov koL

rojv eTTLTrjSeviJbdTcov tols kol to cra>/x.a /cat rrjv

^^XW ^XdiTTOVCTLv , eTTiTTOva 8e Kal ;\;aAe7ra vofxC-

^ovras d(f)' ajv dfi(f)6T€pa ravr dv (o^eAoiro, /cat

KaprepiKovs elvai SoKovvras tovs iv tovtois

110 e/xfjievovras . ol rives ovv, iv ots del t,dj(n Kal irepl

o)v avToZs jxdXXov /xe'Aet, to, X'^tpoi (f)aivovTai

irpoaipovjJievoL, tl davfiaarov el irepl rrjs dpx'fjs

TTJ? Kara ddXarrav dyvoovai Kal ^id^ovrai tt/joj

aAAT^Aou?, Ttepl rjs [xrjSels TTwrrore avrols Xoyiafios

elarjXdev;

111 'Opdre 8e /cat rds fMovapx^ciS rds iv rat? TToXeai

KaOiarafievas, oaovs exovat rovs iTn6vp.iqrds kol

rovs eroipLOVS ovrag oriovv Traax^iv coare Karacrxelv

avrds' at? rt rcov SeivdJv rj rojv ;^aAe7rcov' ov irpoG-

ecrriv; ovk evdvs ineiSdv Xd^cooL rds hwaareia?

,

112 €v rocrovrois ifjLTTeTrXeyfxevoi, /ca/cot? elcrtv, war*

dvayKdl,e(j9ai TToXepLelv puev (XTraat rot? iroXiraig,

fjbiaelv 8'
v(f>* cov ovSev KaKov TTeirovdaaLV, dTTiarelv

" For the excesses of the Thirty see Areop. 66 ff.

* Thrasybulus, the leader of the " people's party," seized

the fortress of Phyle on Mt. Parnes and held it against the

Thirty until the democracy was restored. See Areop. 64, note.

" Cf. To NicocUs 45.
* Cf. pictures of the fate of despots in To Nicocles 5,
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of Sparta force these same states to become partizans

of Athens ? Did not the people themselves, because

of the depra\'ity of the popular orators, desire the

oUgarchy which was established under the Four

Hundred ? And have not we, all of us, because of

the madness of the Thirty," become greater en-

thusiasts for democracy than those who occupied

Phyle '' ? Indeed in matters of lesser importance

and in our every-day hfe, one could show that the

majority take pleasure in the foods and habits which

injure both tlie body and the soul but consider

laborious and irksome those from which both sides

of our nature would benefit, and that those men are

looked upon as austere who remain steadfast in

habits which are beneficial. *= Since, therefore, in the

circumstances in which they hve every day and about

which they are more directly concerned, men show
that they prefer the worse to the better course, how
can we be surprised if they lack insight regarding

the empire of the sea and make war upon each other

to possess a power regarding which they have never

reflected in their hves ?

Look at the one-man-rule which is established

in various states and observe how many there are

who aspire to it and are ready to undergo anything

whatsoever to obtain it. And yet what that is dire

and difficult is not its portion ? <* Is it not true that

when men obtain unlimited power they find them-
selves at once in the coil of so many troubles that

they are compelled to make war upon all their

citizens, to hate those from whom they have suffered

no WTong whatsoever, to suspect their own friends

Helen 32 ff., and Plato, Republic the beginning of Bk. ix.,

especially 579.
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182] 8e TOLS <f)iXois /cat Tolg eralpois rols avTcbv, Ttapa-

KaTanOeadai Se ttjv tcov acofiaTOiv aoirrjpiav

IJLLado(f)6pOLg dvdpcoTTOiSy ovs ovSe ttcLttot eX^ov,

fjLTjSev 8' rJTTOV (fio^etadat, rovg ^vXdrTOvras ri rovs

iiTL^ovXevovras , ovtco 8' vttotttcos TTpos aTrav'Tas'

ex^tv cocrre /u.7^8e rots OLKeLordTOis dappeZv TrXrjcrtd-

113 t,ovTas; eLKOTios' crvviaaai yap rovs Trpo avrcov

TervpavvevKoras rovs piev vtto rayv yoveojv dvrjprj-

fjievovs, Tovs 8' VTTO TCOV TTaiSojv, Tovs 8' utt'

dS€X(f)a)v, rovs 8' vtto yvvaLKwv, en 8e to yevos

avrwv e^ dvdpcoTTCov rj(^avLap,€Vov. aAA' opicos vtto

Toaavras to ttXtjOos crvpi(f)opds eKovTes (j(f>ds

aVTOVS VTTO^dXXoVCTLV . OTTOV 8' ol TTpCOTeVOVT€S

/cat Sd^a? pLeyLGTas €)(ovt€s TocrovTUiv KaKcov

ipwai, TL 8et davpidl^eiv tovs dXXovs, ei tolovtcov

€T€pcov €Tn6vp,ovcnv

;

114 OvK dyvoG) 8' OTt Tov puev Trepl twv Tvpdwoiv

Xoyov aTTohex^ode , tov 8e nepl ttjs dpx^js SvctkoXcos

d/couere* TTeTTovdaTC yap TrdvTOJV ataxioTov /cat

padvpLOTaTov d yap eTTt tcov dXXcov dpare, TavT

i(f)' vpLCJV avTcbv dyvoeiTe. /catVot tojv (j>povLpi(x)S

BiaKeLpbdvcov ovk eXd^ic^TOV tovto ar]piel6v eoTLV,

rjv Tas ayra? rrpd^eis ^ttl TrdvTcov roiv opLOicov

115 (f)atva>VTa(, yva)pit,ovT€s. wv vpuv ovSev ttcjttot

epLeXrjaev, dAAd Tas p^^v Tvpavvihas rjyelade

" Cf. Cicero, Laelius 15: " haec enim est tyrannorum
vita nimirum in qua nulla fides, nulla caritas, nulla stabilis

benevolentiae potest esse fiducia ; omnia semper suspecta
atque sollicita."

'' Alexander of Macedon by his mother.
" Astyages by Cyrus.
** Acetas by Perdiccas ; Jason of Pherae by Polydorus.
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and daily companions, to entrust the safety of their

persons to hireUngs whom they have never even seen,

to fear no less those who guard their lives than those

who plot against them, and to be so suspicious to-

wards all men as not to feel secure even in the com-
pany of their nearest kin ? " And naturally so ; for

they know well that those who held despotic power
before them have been put out of the way, some by
their parents,^ some by their sons,*' some by their

brothers,** and some by their wives * and, further-

more, that the hneage of these rulers has been
blotted out from the sight of men/ Nevertheless

they willingly submit themselves to such a multitude

of calamities.3 And when men who are of the fore-

most rank and of the greatest reputation are enam-
oured of so many evils, is it any wonder that the rest

of the world covets other evils of the same kind ?

But I do not fail to reahze that while you accept

readily what I say about the rule of despots, yet you
hear A^-ith intolerance what I say about the empire
of the sea. For you have fallen into a most shameful
and careless way of thinking, since what you see

clearly in the case of others, this you are bhnd to

in your o^vn case. And yet it is not the least import-

ant sign of whether men are possessed of intelligence

if they are seen to recognize the same course

of conduct in all cases that are comparable.'' But
you have never given this a thought ; on the con-

trary, while you consider the power of a despot to

• Alexander of Pherae. •

f See Philip 108, note.
" Cf. the saying of Periander (Herod, ill. 53) : rvpawh

Xpvf^"' ff<pa\fpbv iroWoi S' avrijs ipaarai elcri.

* That is, if they apply the same standard of judgement
to all similar cases.
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Xd^cnas elvai, /cat ^Xa^epas ov fjiovov rols a'AAot?

aAAa Kal toXs exovcriv avrdg, ttjv S' apx^jv rrjv

Kara ddXarrav jxeytcrTOV rcxJv dyadcbv, rrju ovSev

ovre Tols TTadeatv ovre rat? Trpd^eai twv fxovapxi-ojv

8ia<j)epovaav. /cat to. fjuev Qifj^atcov Tr/aay/xara

TTOVr^pCOS ^X^I'V VO[XlI^€T€, OTt. TOVS TTepiOLKOVS

dSiKovatv, avTol 8' ovSev ^gXtlov rovs av/xpidxovs

hiOLKOVvres t^ '/cetvot r-qv Botcoriai', -qyelade rrdyra

TOL Seovra Trpdrretv.

116 Hv ovv e/xoL TT&iadrjre, TTavad/Jbevoi rov Travrd-

TTaaiv eLKjj ^ovXevecrdai, Trpoue^ere rov vovv vpuv

avTOLS Kal TTJ TToXcL, Kol (j>LXoao<f)'qaere /cat aKeipe-

ade ri to TToiijadv iari Tfb ttoXtj tovtoj, Xeyo) Se

Tr)v rjjjieTepav /cat ttjv AaKeSaipbovicov, e/c TaneLvcov

piev Trpaypidrcov CKarepav oppirjdelaav dp^ai tcov

'EAAt^i^cuv, cTret S' dvuTrep^XrjTov rrjv SvvapLtv

117 eXa^ov, rrepl dvSpairoSiapiov KivSwevaai' Kal Sta.

[183] TLvas alriag SerraXol piiv, pieyiarovs ttXovtovs

TTapaXa^ovres Kal x^P^^ dptaTTjv Kal TrXeiaTrjv

exovres, ei? aTropiav KaOecrrt^Kacri,, Meyapet? Se,

pbLKpcov avTOLS Kal (f)avXa>v rcov i^ ^PXV^ ^'^'

ap^dvTCov, Kal yrjv pbev ovk exovres ovSe Xtpuevas

ouS' dpyvpela, irerpas Se yecopyovvres, pLeyiGTOVs

118 oiKovs rcjv 'EiXX-^vojv KeKrrjvraf KaKeivcov puev

rds aKpoTToXeis aAAoi rives del Karexovaiv, ovrcov

avrois rrXeov rpiaxf-Xicov LTTTrecov Kal TreXraaroJv

" The Thespians and the Plataeans, whom the Thebans
expelled from their territory.

" See Antid. 155 ; Thuc. i. 2.
" The Megarians were mere " nobodies " among the

Greeks. Of. Aristophanes, Acharn. 519, and the saying

:

Twi' "Meyapiwy oi'dds \6yos. Isocrates could have ventured
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be harsh and harmful not only to others but to those

who hold it, you look upon the empire of the sea as

the greatest good in the world, when in fact it differs

neither in what it does nor in what it suffers from
one-man-rule. And you think that the affairs of the

Thebans are in a bad way because they oppress their

neighbours,** but, although you yourselves are treat-

ing your alUes no better than the Thebans treat the

Boeotians, you beheve that your own actions leave

nothing to be desired.

If, then, you heed my advice you will stop taking

counsel in your utterly haphazard fashion and give

your attention to your own and the state's welfare,

pondering and searching into these questions :

What is it which caused these two states—Athens
and Sparta I mean—to rise, each one of them, from
obscure beginnings to be the first power in Hellas

and then to fall, after they had attained a power
second to none, into peril of being enslaved ? WTiat

are the reasons that the Thessalians, who inherited

very great wealth and possess a very rich and
abundant territory,* have been reduced to poverty,

while the Megarians, who had small and insignificant

resources " to begin with and who possess neither

land nor harbours ** nor mines but are compelled to

farm mere rocks, own estates which are the greatest *

among the Hellenes ? Whv^s it that the Thessalians,

with a cavalry of more than three thousand horse

and Ught-armed troops beyond number,^ have their

fortresses occupied from time to time by certain

no more astounding paradox than in holding up the Megarians
as an example to follow.

* He means no lands or harbours to speak of, for the
iegarians had both, though very little land.
' Through commerce. ' See Xen. Hell. vi. 1. 19.
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avapiOfXT^TCov, ovtol Se fxiKpav Swa/xtr exovres Trjv

avTcbv OTTCDS ^ovXovrai SLoiKovatv /cat Trpos rovrois

OL fiev a(f}iaLv avrols TToXeixovaiv , ovtol he fxera^v

UeXoTTOvvrjaLcuv /cat Qiq^aicxiV /cat rfj'S rjfxerepas

TToXecos oiKovvres elprjvqv dyovres SiareXovaLv.

119 Tjv yap ravTa /cat to. roiavra Ste^tT^re Trpos vfids

avTovs, evptjaeTe t7)v [xev aKoXaaiav /cat tt]v

v^ptv Tcov KaKU)v aiTLav yiyvopilvrjv , ttjv 8e aco-

<f)poavvrjv tcov dyadcov.
"Hv UfXeXs CTTL fJL€V TCOV ISlCOTCVV €7raiV€LT€ , /Cat

vo/At^ere tovs TavTTj )(^pcopi€vovs do-^aAeWara t,rjv

/cat ^eXTLGTOVs elvai twv ttoXltcov, to 8e kolvov

•q/xcov ovK oteade helv tolovto TrapacTKevd^eiv.

120 KaiTOL TTpoc^Kei Tas dperas" daKclv /cat Tag /ca/ctas

<f>evy€LV TToXv pidXXov tols TToXeaiv r^ tols tStajrats'.

dvTjp fxev yap dae^rjs /cat TTOvrjpos tv)^6v dv

(fyddcreie TeXevTTjaas Trplv Bovvai Slktjv tcov Tjfiap-

Tr]p,evcov at 8e TToXeis Sid ttjv dOavaaiav V7Top.€vovai

/cat ra? Trapd tcov dvdpcoTTCov /cat Tas irapd tcov

Oecbv TLp.copLas.

121 '0.V ivdv/jLovfievovs XP'^ H'V '^pocrex^tv tov vovv

Tols iv Tcp napovTi pev )(^apit,opevoLS , tov 8e p4X-

XovTOs XP^^^^ pir]hepLo.v eTTipeXeiav 7TOLOvp.evoi£,

prjSe Tolg ^tAeiv" pev TovSyjpov <f)daKOvaLV, dXrjv 8e

TTjv TToXiv Xvpatvopevois' cos /cat TrpoTepov, eTvetSi^

TTapeXa^ov ol toiovtol ttjv CTTt tov ^rjpaTos

SwaoTetav, els Toaavrqv dvoiav Trpo-^yayov ttjv

" By the Macedonians under Alexander II. and by the
Thebans under Pelopidas.

[

' An " unphilosophical " answer might be that no one
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other states " while the Megarians, with only a small

force, govern their city as they see fit ? And, again,

why is it that the Thessalians are always at war with

each other while the Megarians, who dwell between
the Peloponnesians on the one hand and the Thebans
and the Athenians on the other, are continually in

a state of peace ? * If you will go over these and

similar questions in your minds, you will discover that

arrogance and insolence have been the cause of our

misfortunes while sobriety and self-control have been

the source of our blessings. '^

But, while you commend sobriety in individual

men and believe that those who practise it enjoy the

most secure existence and are the best among your

fellow-citizens, you do not think it fit to make the

state practise it. And yet it behoves states much
more than individuals to cultivate the \-irtues and to

shun vices ;
** for a man who is godless and depraved

may die before paying the penalty for his sins, but

states, since they are deathless, soon or late must
submit to punishment at the hands both of men and
of the gods.

These considerations you should bear in mind and
not pay heed to those who gratify you for the

moment, while caring nothing for the future, nor to

those who profess to love the people, but are in fact

the bane of the whole state ; since in times past also

when men of this character took over the supremacy
of the rostrum,^ they led the city on to such a degree

coveted Megarian territory, whereas Thessalian resources

were tempting. See a remark of Thucydides, i. 2.
* See General Introd. pp. xxxii, xxxiii, Isocrates, Vol. I.,

r..C.L. " Cf. Plato, Republic 545 b.

* Obviously sarcastic : their " supremacy " spells disaster

to the state.
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ttoXlv, (Lcrre iradelv avrr^v old irep oXiyio irporepov

Vjjuv SLrjyrjadpLTjv.

riftj.1
""^ '^^^ navTCuv fidXiarr* dv tls davixdaeiev, on

TTpox^i-pi'i^CToe orjfiaycoyovs ov tovs ttjv avrrjv

yvcjojjLTjv exovras roZs p.eydXrjv ttjv ttoXlv TTOirjaacnv,

dXXa TOVS ofioia /cat Xeyovrag Kal irpdrTovras rots

aTToXiaaaiv avTrjV, /cat ravT* elSores ov fiovov iv

Tip TTOLTJaai TTjV TToXcV CvSatpLOVa TOVS XP'^^'''^^^

123 Ta)v TTOVTjpwv Siacf>€povTas, dXXd /cat rrjv BrjpLO-

Kpariav evi puev eKeivcov iv TroAAots- cTeaiv ovt€

Kcvrjdelaav ovt€ fxeTaoTdaav, eTrt Se tovtcov iv

oXiycp XP^^V ^''^ V^V Ko.TaXvdeZaav, /cat ra? (f>vyds

rds irrl tcjv Tvpdvvtov /cat Tas eTrt twv TptdKovra

y€vop,ivas ov Sta tovs crvKO(f)dvTas KareXOovaas,

dXXd Sta TOVS jxiaovvTas tovs toiovtovs /cat

fieyLGTrjv irr^ dpeTjj So^av exovras.

124 AAA opLCOS TrjXLKovTCDV rjfuv V7Top,vrjp.dTa)v Kara-

XeXeififxivcov cLs i(j>^ e/care/acov avTWV rj ttoXis

€TTpaTT€v, ovTOi ;)^at/3o/xer rats tcuv prjTopcDV

TTOVTjpiais , coa^' opcovTes Sta tov TroXepiov /cat Tas

rapaxds, as ovtol 77e7rot7y/cacrt, tcov p,€v dXXcov

TToXlTCOV TToXXoVS iK Ttbv TTaTpCpOJV iKTrCTTTCOKOTaS,

TovTOVs S' e/c TTevqTCOv TrXovaiovs yeyevrjfjiivovs,

" A century, from the reforms of Cleisthenes in 510 to

the revolution of 411 b.c.

" In 411 and 404 b.c.

" False accusers, slanderers, professional blackmailers

—

a class of persons which sprang up like weeds in Athens
after the age of Pericles. Their favourite device was to
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of folly that she suffered the fate which I described

a moment ago.

And indeed what is most astonishing of all in your
conduct is that you prefer as leaders of the people,

not those who are of the same mind as the men who
made Athens great, but thosewho say and do the same
kind of things as the men who destroyed her power

;

and you do this albeit kno\\ing full well that it is

not alone in making the city prosperous that good
leaders are superior to the base, but that our demo-
cracy itself under the leadership of the former re-

mained unshaken and unchanged for many years,"

whereas under the guidance of these men it has
already, within a short period of time,* been twice
overthrown, and that, furthermore, our people who
were driven into exile under the despots and in the
time of the Thirty were restored to the state, not
through the efforts of the sycophants,*^ but through
those leaders who despised men of that character and
were held in the highest respect for their integrity.''

Nevertheless, in spite of the many things which
remind us how the city fared under both kinds of
leadership, we are so pleased with the depravity of
our orators that, although we see that many of our
other citizens have been stripped of their patrimony
because of the war and of the disorders which these
sycophants have caused, while the latter, from being

extort money by threatening or instituting law-suits. But
the word was applied indiscriminately by Isocrates and
others to demagogues and politicians of the opposite party.
See Lafberg, Sycophancy in Athens. Cf. Aristophanes,
Plutus 850 ff. Ttie term " flatterers " is used in 4.

** Aristides restored the people after the rule of the Pisis-

tratidae and Thrasybulus after the rule of the Thirty—

-

both men of unblemished reputation.
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ovK ayavaKTOv^ev ouSe <f)9ovovfjiev rais evTrpaylais

125 avTcbv, dAA' VTrofxevofiev rrjv fxev ttoXlv Sia^oAa?

exovcrav ws XvfjLaLverai Kal SaafxoXoyet rovs
"lEiXXrjvas , TOVTOvs 8e to,? eTTLKapirias Xafx^dvovras,

Acat Tov jxev Sijjjiov, ov <f)aatv ovtol Selv rojv aXXcov

apx^Lv, )(€Lpov TTpoLTTOvra Tcov rats 6Xiyap)(Lais

8ovX€v6vTa)v , ots 8' ovBev VTrrjpxev ayadov, rovrovg
Se Sia TTjv avoiav rrjv "qfierepav e/c raTreivaJv evSai-

126 fxovas yeyevrjpLevovs . /catrot IlepifcAT^s" o rrpo tcov

TotovTCOv hrjpLaycxiyos Karaards, -napaXa^ajv ttjv

TToXiv -x^elpov puev (f)povovcrav •^ Trplv Karaax^Zv rrjv

apx'f]v, kri 8 aveKTCos TToXLTevojjievrjv, ovk ctti tov

lSlov xP'OI^^t'-^^I^ov coppLTjaev, dXXd tov pikv oXkov

eXoLTTOi TOV avTov KaTeXiTTev t) irapd tov rraTpos

TTapeXa^ev, els Se ttjv aKporroXiv dv^yayev o/cra-

127 Kiax^Xia TdXavTa ;^a>pts' tcov lepcov. oStoi 8e

ToaovTov CKeivov 8L€vr]v6)(aaiv, foCTxe Xeyeiv fxev

ToXpiaxnv a»s" 8ta Tr]v twv kolvcov eTTifieXeiav ov

BvvavTai Tols avTcov ISlols Trpoaex^iv tov vovv,

^atVerat 8e to. fxev dfieXovfieva ToaavTrjv elXrjcfyoTa

[185] Tr]v CTrihocnv, oarjv ovh^ dv ev^aadai toZs deois

" A frequent charge. See Panath. 140 fF. ; Demosthenes,
Aristocr. 208, 209. Aeschines {Against Ctesiphon 173) makes
it against Demosthenes himself: "he maintains himself, not
from his private income, but from your perils." The
popular orators were in a strong position to make or

break the fortunes or the reputations of men and of cities.

Isocrates attributes the bad treatment of the general
Timotheus by the Athenians to the latter's failure to court

the favour of the orators, which other military leaders took
pains to do. See Antid. 136. Generals in the field found
opportunities to enrich themselves and were prudent enough
to " cultivate " the popular leaders at home. Chares,
particularly, had the reputation of doing this. See 50, note.
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penniless, have become rich," yet we are not aggrieved

nor do we resent their prosperity but remain patient

with a condition of affairs wherein our city is re-

proached with doing violence to the Hellenes and
extorting money from them,'' while these men reap

the harvest,'' and wherein our people, who are told

by the sycophants that they ought to rule over the

rest of the world, are worse off than those who are

slaves to oligarchy,** while these men, who had no

advantage to start with, have risen because of our

folly from a mean to an enviable position. And yet

Pericles,* who was the leader of the people before

men of this stamp came into favour, taking over the

state when it was less prudent than it had been before

it obtained the supremacy, although it was still toler-

ably well governed, was not bent upon his own enrich-

ment,' but left an estate which was smaller than that

which he received from his father, while he brought up
into the Acropolis eight thousand talents,' apart from

the sacred treasures. But these demagogues have

sho\\Ti themselves so different from him that they have
the effrontery to say that because of the care they give

to the commonwealth they are not able to give atten-

tion to their private interests, although in fact these
" neglected " interests have advanced to a degree of

affluence which they would never have even dreamed
ofpraying to the gods that they might attain, whereas

On the question of bribery at this time see Butcher,
Demosthenes pp. 11 ff.

' See Aristophanes, Wasps 655-724.
' Cf. Aristophanes, Wasps 111-tfF. * See Paneg. 105.
' Isocrates' attitude towards Pericles is set forth at greater

length in Antid. 2S4.
' Thucydides (ii. 65) calls him " incorruptible beyond

suspicion."
» See 69, note ; Antid. 234.
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TTporepov Tj^LCoaav, to 8e TrXrjdos rjfxoJv, ov Krjheadai

(j>aaLV, ovTCo Sta/cei/xevoi' cuo-re fi-qSeva rajv TToXirinv

rjSecos t'^v jLtT^Se padvficos, aAA' ohvpiicbv fJLearrjV

128 elvat ttjv ttoXlv. ol p,€i> yap ras Trevt'a? /cat rag
evSeta? dvayKd^ovrai Sce^ievai /cat dprjvelv Trpos

a(pdg avrovs, ol oe ro ttXtjOos rwv TTpoaTayp,dra)v

/cat Tcov Xenovpyicov /cat rd /ca/cd rd Trepl rd?
avixjxoptas /cat rd? di^TtSoCTets" a roiavras ifXTTOLel

XvTTas, uiCJT dXyiov i,rjv tovs rds ovaias KeKr-q-

p,€Vovs T] TOVS (jvvexdis TTevofxeuovs

.

129 ©au/xct^O) S et jxr) hvvaade croviheiv on yevos

ovSev ecrrt KaKovovarepov toj TrXy^deL TTOvrjpajv p-qro-

pa)v /cat Srjfiaycoycov' Trpos yap roZs dXXois KaKolg

/cat Tojv Kara ttjv r^fxipav eKdaTqv dvayKaccov ovtol

[idXtcrra ^ovXovrai OTTavL^eiv vfxds, opcbvres tovs

fiev e/c TCOV tStcov Svvajxevovs rd atfjeTcp^ avTWV
Stot/cetr TTJs TToXeojs ovTas /cat tcov rd ^eArtara

130 XeyovTCjov, tovs 8 (itto tcov" SiKaaTTjpiaiv l,dJVTas

/cat TcDv eKKXrjaidJv /cat rcDv evTevdev X-qpLpidTCov

V(/)* avTOLs 8td TT^j^ ei^Setav' rjvayKaapLevovs etvai,

/cat TToXXrjv x^P''^ e^ovTas rat? elaayyeXiais /cat

rat? ypacf)als /cat rat? dAAat? avKO(f)avTLaLs rat? St'

131 aUTcDv ytyvojxevais. €V ovv Tats diropiais, €V at?

auTOt SvvaoTevovaLV, iv TavTais i^StCTx' di' iSotev

" The burdens of state expense were theoretically carried

by those best able to bear them. The twelve hundred
richest citizens were divided in accordance with their wealth
into twenty classes, called symmories. Special tax levies

for war purposes were levied upon them in proportion to

their means. Besides, men of the wealthiest class were
called upon to perform the " liturgies " at their own expense.

One of the most burdensome of these was the trierarchy

—

fitting out a battleship for service and maintaining it in
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our people, for whom they pretend to care, are in

such straits that not one of our citizens is able to

live vriih pleasure or at ease ; on the contrary,

Athens is rife with lamentations. For some are

driven to rehearse and bewail amongst themselves

their poverty and privation while others deplore the

multitude of duties enjoined upon them by the state

—the liturgies and all the nuisances connected with

the symmories and ^vith exchanges of property ;
"

for these are so annoying that those who have means
find life more burdensome than those who are con-

tinually in want.

I marvel that you cannot see at once that no class

is so inimical to the people as our depraved orators

and demagogues. For, as if your other misfortunes

were not enough, their chief desire is that you should

be in want of your daily necessities, obser\'ing that

those who are able to manage their affairs from their

private incomes are on the side of the commonwealth
and of our best counsellors, whereas those who live

off the law-courts and the assemblies '' and the doles

derived from them are constrained by their need to

be subservient to the sycophants and are deeply
grateful for the impeachments and the indictments "

and the other sharp practices which are due to the
sycophants. Wherefore these men would be most
happy to see all of our citizens reduced to the con-

fighting trim for one year. If a man called upon to undertake
such a burden felt that another could better afford to stand
the expense he had the right to demand that he do so or
else exchange property with him. See Antid. 145, note,
and the introduction to that discourse.

* Three obols a day were paid for the attendance of jury-
men and of members of the General Assembly. See Areop.
24, 54 and notes ; Antid. 152.

' See Antid. 314, note.
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airavras ovras rovs TToXiras. TeK^rjpiov Se /i.eyt-

arov ov yap tovto OKOTTOvaiv, i^ ov rpoTTOv tols

Seoixevois ^iov eKTTopiovaiv , aAA' ottojs tovs ^x^tv

TL SoKovvrag rolg airopoi? i^KJcoaovcnv

.

132 Tts" ovv OLTTaXXayrj yevoiT* av tcov KaKcov rwv
TTapovTCOV ; SietAeyjuat jxev to. TrXeiOTa Trepl avrtov

TovTCDv, ovK €(f)e^rjg, dAA' CO? cKaarov rip Kaipw
avveTTiTTTev pboXXov S' ai^ vpXv iyyevoiro pivrjfjLo-

veveiv, el (Tvvayayd)u to. fidXicrra KareTrcLyovra

TrdXiv eTToveXdelv avrd Treipadeiriv.

133 "EcTTt S' e^ (Lv av eTravopdwcraipLev rd rrjs ttoXccos

/cat ^eArict) TTOLrjaaipiev , TTpcbrov jxev ^v avfji^ovXovs

TTOLcoixeda toiovtovs rrepl ra)v kolvcov, olovs Trep dv

Trepl rdjv ISlcov rjfjuv elvai PovXrjdeifxev, /cat Travcro)-

fieda St]fxoTiKovs fJiev elvai vojxit^ovTes rovs ctvko-

[186] (j)dvra£, oXiyap)(LKovs Se rovs KaXovs Kdyadovs
rdjv dvSpdJv, yvovres on (f)vaei fiev ovSels ovherepov

rovrojv eariv, ev
fj

8' dv eKaarot ripiihvrai, ravrrjv

134 ^ovXovrai Kadeardvai rrjv TToXireiav hevrepov S'

7]v edeXTJcrcofjLev XPV^^'^'' "^^^^ avp,p,dxoi9 o/xotios

axjnep Tot? ^tAoi?, /cat fxr] Xoycp puev avrov6p,oug

d(f)Ldjnev, epycp he rols crrparrjyoLs avrovs d ri dv

^ovXcovrai TTOielv e/cStScu/Aev, puiqhe SecmoriKCos

dXXd avfiixaxi'Kcbs avrcbv e7TLarard)p,ev, cKeXvo

KarapLadovres, on puds p^ev eKd(jrr]s rwv TToXeatv

135 Kpeirrovs eapuev, diraacbv 8' -qrrovs' rpirov r^v

« Cf. Antid. 241.
* This term is almost technical for the aristocratic party,

but is here used in a broader sense. Cf. Antid. 316.
" Cf. Antid. 318.
** Aimed at Chares. Diodorus (xv. 95) says of him :
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dition of helplessness in which they themselves are

powerful." And the greatest proof of this is that

they do not consider by what means they may pro-

vide a Uvehhood for those who are in need, but rather

how they may reduce those who are thought to possess

some wealth to the level of those who are in poverty.

WTiat, then, is the way of escape from our present

ilb ? I have already discussed most of the points

which bear upon this question, not in sequence, but

as each fell into its opportune place. But perhaps it

\\ill help you to hold them in memory if I attempt to

bring together and review those which more than
others press upon our attention.

The first way by which we can set right and im-

prove the condition of our city is to select as our
advisers on affairs of state the kind of men whose
advice we should desire on our private affairs, and to

stop thinking of the sycophants as friends of demo-
cracy and of the good men and true ^ among us as

friends of oligarchy,'^ reaHzing that no man is by
nature either the one or the other but that all

men desire, in each case, to estabhsh that form of

government in which they are held in honour. The
second way is to be wilhng to treat our allies just as

we would our friends and not to grant them in-

dependence in words, while in fact giving them over

to our generals to do vvith as they please,** and not
to exercise our leadership as masters but as helpers,*

since we have learned the lesson that while we are

stronger than any single state we are weaker than
all Hellas. And the third way is to consider that

Toi'S crvfifjuxovi aSiKuiv SterAei. Cf. Aristotle, Rhet. ill. 17

:

^laoKpaTrjt KaTrjyopel 'Kdprp-Oi iv t(^ crvfifiaxi-Kifi.

' Cf. Paneg. 80,
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fiTjBev Ttepl irXeiovos rj'yi]ade, fx,€Td ye rrjv Ttepl

Tovs Oeovs evai^eiav, rod Trapa rots "EAAi^crtv

evSoKLfielv ToXs yo.p ovroj Sta/cet/xeVots' eKovres koI

ras Swaaretas /cat rag TjyeixovLas Si,86acnv.

136 Hv ovv ijjLfiecvTjTe rots elprjfxevois, /cat TTpos rov-

Tois Vfids avTovs napdaxT^Te noXcfMLKovs p-ev ovras

TOLS /AeAerat? /cat rat? TrapaaKevals, elprjviKOVs Be

TO) p,rjBev TTapd to St/caiov TTpdrreLv, ov p,6vov ev-

Baip.ova TTOirjaere Tavrrjv rrjV ttoXiv, dAAa /cat tovs
137 "Ei?^7]vas dnavTas. ovhe yap a'AAry Ta)v TToXeoiv

ovbefiia ToXp,7Jaei Ttepl avTovs e^ap,apTdvetv , dAA'

OKvijaovat, /cat ttoXXtjv r^av^iav d^ovaiv, otov

ih(x)aLv e(f)eSpevovcrav ttjv Bvvap,Lv t7]v rjp.eTepav

/cat 7Tape(yKevaap,€vrjv TOts dSiKovpievoLS ^orjdelv.

ov fnqv dAA oTTOTepov av TTOiijaojai, to y 'qp.eTepov

138 KaXcbs efet /cat avp,(f)ep6vTa>s. rjv re yap So^rj tcov

TToXecov rat? Trpoexovaaig aTvexecrdaL tcuv olSlkt]-

jxaTCOv, rjp,eXs tovtojv tcov dyadcjv ttjv aWiav
e^op,ev rjv t eTn')(eLpa>aLv dSt/cetv, e^' rjpids

aTravTes ol SeStdres" fctt /ca/cco? Trda^ovTes /cara-

<f)€v^ovTai,, TToAAd? t/ceretas" /cat Se-qaets 7TOLOvp,evot.,

/cat BtSovTes ov p.6vov ttjv r]yep.ovLav dXXd /cat

139 Grids' avTovs. wot ovk aTTop'qaop.ev p,ed' Sv
KcoXvaop,ev tovs e^ap,apTdvovTas , dXXd ttoXXovs

e^ofxev tovs eTolfiaJs /cat irpodvp-ois crvvaycovL-

^opievovs T^jLttv. TTOta yap ttoXcs rj Tt9 avdpwTTOjv

OVK emdvpi'qaeL pieTaa)(eiv ttjs ^tAta? /cat ttjs

avp,p.axio-S ttjs rjp-eTepas, OTav opoJat tovs avTovs,

[187] dpi<f)6Tepa, /cat St/catordroi'S' ovras /cat pieyLaTrjv

Svvap,LV KeKTr)p,evovs, /cat tovs j^tev dAAous" acio^eiv

/cat ^ovXopLevovs /cat Bwap^evovs, avTovs Be piTjBe-

140 pt-ids ^orjdeias Beop,evovs ; TToarjv Be XP'^ TvpoaBoKav
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nothing is more important, save only to show rever-

ence to the gods, than to have a good name
among the Hellenes. For upon those who are so

regarded they willingly confer both sovereign power
and leadership.

If, then, you will abide by the advice which I have

given you, and if, besides, you \\-ill prove yourselves

warlike by training and preparing for war but peace-

ful by doing nothing contrary to justice,*' you \n\\

render not only this city but all the Hellenes happy
and prosperous. For no other of the states will dare

to oppress them ; on the contrary, they will hold

back and studiously avoid aggression when they see

the power of Athens on the alert and ready to go to

the aid of the oppressed. But no matter what course

the rest may take, our own position will be honour-

able and advantageous ; for if the foremost states

resolve to abstain from acts of oppression, we shall

have the credit for this blessing ; but if, on the other

hand, they attempt to oppress others, then all who
fear them and suffer evil at their hands will come to

us for refuge, with many prayers and supplications,

offering us not only the hegemony but their o^vn

support. So that we shall not lack for allies to help

us to check the oppressors but shall find many ready
and willing to join their forces to our own. For what
city or what men will not be eager to share our

friendship and our alliance when they see that the

Athenians are at once the most just and the most
powerful of peoples and are at the same time both
willing and able to save the other states, while need-
ing no help for themselves ? What a turn for the

Repeated from To Nicocles 24.
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eTTiBoaiv TO. Ti]s TToXecos X-qi/jeadai., Toiavrrjg evvolas

r)fjuv rrapa tcov dXXcov VTrap^darjs ; ttooov he ttXov-

rov els Tr)V ttoXiv elapvqcreadaL, St' rjfjicov dTrdcrrjs

r7]s 'EAActSos' acoH^oyilvrjs ; rivas S' ovk eTraiviaeadat.

rovs ToaovTcov Kal TrjXcKourcov dyaddJv aiTiovs

yeyevrjfjiivovs ;

141 'AAAa yap ov Svvafxat Sid Tr)v rjXiKtav diravra

rep Xoyo) TTeptXa^elv, d rvyxdvo) rfj htavoiq. Kad-

opcov, ttXtjv otl KaXov eoTLV iv rals rdjv dXXcov

aSt/ctat? /cat jxaviaLs Trpcorovs ev (jipovqaavras

TTpoarrjvaL rijs rcov 'EXX'qvcov eXevdepias , /cat

acorijpag dXXd /X17 XvpLecbvas avrcov KXrjdrjvat, /cat

TTcpi^XeTTTOVS 677 aperfj yevop-evovs rrjv ho^av

TTjv Tcbv TrpoyovoiV dvaXa^eiv.

142 KeefidXaiov he rovrcov e/cetv' exoj Xeyeiv, els o

Trdvra to. 7TpoeLpr]p,eva avvreivei /cat irpos o XPV
^XcTTOvras rds irpd^eis rds rijs TToXeoJS hoKLpdl,eLv.

Set yap rjpds, eXirep ^ovXofxeda hiaXvaaadai fxev

rds hia^oXag dg exopev ev to) Trapovri, TTavaaaOai

he TCtJv TToXepoiv rcov pdrrjv yiyvopevcov, KTrjaaadai

he TTj TToAei Tr]v rjyepLOVLav els tov aTravra xpovov,

pLiaijcrat pev dTrdaas rds rvpavviKds dp^ds /cat rds

hwaareias, dvaXoyiaapevovs rds avpi(j>opds rds e^

avTCOv yeyevTjpevas ,
^rjAcucrat Se /cat pLp,T^aaadai

143 TOiS iv AaKehaipovi ^aaiXelas . eKeivois ydp d-

Si/cetv pev rjrrov e^eanv rj rols tSicorats", rocrovro)

he paKapiarorepoL rvyxdvovaiv ovres tcov ^ta rag

Tvpavvihas Karexovrcov, oaov ol pev rovs roiovrovs

diTOKTeivavres rds pieyiaras hcopeds rrapd rcov

" He is now 81 years old. " Cf. Paneg. 80.
" The Spartan kings were powerful in the field, but other-

wise were subject to the Ephors, who could even have them
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better should you expect the affairs of our city to

take when we enjoy such good will from the rest of

the Hellenes ? What wealth \\ill flow into Athens
when through her all Hellas is made secure ? And
who among men will fail to praise those who will

have been the authors of blessings so many and so

great ?

But I am not able because of my age ° to include in

my speech all the things which I grasp in my thought,

save that it is a noble enterprise for us, in the midst
of the injustice and madness of the rest of the world,

to be the first to adopt a sane policy and stand forth

as the champions of the freedom of the Hellenes, to

be acclaimed as their saviours, not their destroyers,**

and to become illustrious for our \irtues and regain

the good repute which our ancestors possessed.

But I have yet to touch upon the chief considera-

tion of all—that upon which centres everything that

I have said and in the light of which we should

appraise the actions of the state. For if we really

wish to clear away the prejudice in which we are

held at the present time, we must cease from the
wars which are waged to no purpose and so gain for

our city the hegemony for all time ; we must abhor
all despotic rule and imperial power, reflecting upon
the disasters which have sprung from them ; and we
must emulate and imitate the position held by the
kings of Lacedaemon : they, it is true, have less

freedom than their private citizens to do wTong,''

yet are much more enviable than those who hold
despotic power by force ; for those who take the lives

of despots are given the highest rewards by their

put to death. See Gilbert, Greek Constitutional Antiquities
pp. 46 ff. and 57 ff.
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CrUfXTToXLTCVOIXeVCOV XafJi^dvOVGLV, VTTCp iKCLVCOV 8'

OL [XT] roXixcbvres iv ratg [Jid)(0.is aTTodvijcTKeLV d-

TLfj-orepoL yiyvovrai rcov rds rd^ets XeLTTOvrcov Kal

144 ra? acTTTiSa? aTTO^aXXovTcov . d^iov ovv dpeyeadai

Tr)9 ToiavTTjs rjyefxovlas. €V€(Jtl Se rots Trpdyfiaaiv

rjjjicov Tvx^lv napd rcov 'KXXi]vcov ttjs rifxrjs ravrr^s,

TJvrrep eKelvoi irapd tcov ttoXltcov exovatv, t]v vtto-

[188] Act^coCTt Tr]v 8wa/xtv Tr}v rjpierepav firj SovXetag dXXd
(TOJTrjpLas aLTtav avrols eaeadau.

145 IloAAaii' 8e /cat KaXcbv Xoycov ivovrcov irepi rrjv

VTTodeaLv ravrrjv, ifjbol jxev dfxcJiOTepa crufx^ovXevei

TTavaaadai Xeyovri, /cat to fxrJKOs rod Xoyov /cat to

TrXrjdos ra)v ircov rcov ijxcov' rots 8e vecoTepots kul

fxaXXov d/c/Lta^ouatv iq iyco Trapatvo) /cat Trapa-

KeXevofxaL roLavra /cat Xeyeiv /cat ypdcfteiv, i^ Sv
ra? fieyiaras rcov TToXecov /cat rds eldLa/xevas rat?

aAAat? /ca/ca Trapix^tv Trporpiipovaiv eV dpeTrjv

Kal StKaLoavvTjv, (Ls iv rat? rrjs 'EAAaSo? eu-

TTpayiais au/x^atVet /cat rd ribv (^iXoao^cov Trpaynara

TToXXo) jSeArtci) ycyveadai.

" He has in mind the honours shown by the Athenians to

the " tyrannicides," Harmodius and Aristogeiton.
" See Philip 80 and Eplst. ii. 6.

" The pL^I/acrins was not only despised but suffered
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fellow-citizens," whereas those Spartans who are not
ready to lay down their lives for their kings in battle *

are held in greater dishonour than men who desert
their post and throw away their shields/ This,
then, is the kind of leadership which is worth striving

for. And this very position of honour which the
kings of Lacedaemon have from their citizens we
Athenians have it in our power to win from the
Hellenes, if only they become convinced that our
supremacy will be the instrument, not of their en-
slavement, but of their salvation.

My subject is not exhausted ; there are many
excellent things to be said upon it, but I am prompted
by two considerations to stop speaking : the length
of my discourse and the number of my years. But
I urge and exhort those who are younger and more
vigorous than I to speak and write the kind of dis-

courses by which they will turn the greatest states—
those which have been wont to oppress the rest

—

into the paths of virtue and justice, since when the
affairs of Hellas are in a happy and prosperous con-
dition, it follows that the state of learning and letters

also is greatly improved.''

humiliations and penalties. In Athens, which was less
rigorous than Sparta, he lost his political rights.

"* A somewhat academic close, but the state of affairs
and the state of learning are not dissociated in his mind ;

" philosophy " is the salvation of the state.
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II. AREOPAGITICUS



INTRODUCTION

In 355 B.C. ended the deplorable " Social War,"
which Athens waged against the most powerful mem-
bers of her Confederacy in the effort to compel them
to remain under her sway. She was not successful

:

Chios, Cos, Rhodes, and Byzantium were conceded
their independence. But there remained still under
her influence the many weaker members of her

maritime empire ; and peace, as usual, brought a

sense of great relief and of false security.

This is the very time which Isocrates found oppor-

tune for addressing the Athenians on the " public

safety." * The strength of a state, he warns them,

consists, not in the walls which gird a city, but in

the quality of its citizenship and in the spirit which

animates its polity. In this respect, Athens has no

ground whatever for pride or even for complacency ;

for her life has become, he maintains, unsound at

the core. She is far from being now what she was

in the days of the old democracy of Solon and of

Cleisthenes.

We must be on our guard against the pictures of

" This is the view of most competent scholars as to the

date of the AreopagUlcus. See Jebb, Attic Orators ii.

p. 204 ; Blass, Die attische Beredsamkeit ii. p. 305 ; Karl
Miincher's introduction to the Areopagitictts in his revision

of Rauchenstein's edition.
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degeneracy found in Isocrates and in the other
orators and philosophers of the fourth century. But
even when we make due allowance for exaggeration
in the contrasts which are dra^\Ti between the
" golden age " and the present, we do well to

reckon Avith the fact of a change which was not for

the better."

Pericles, in the funeral oration recorded by
Thucydides, said of the Athenians :

" Their bodies
they devote to their country as though they be-
longed to other men : their true self is their mind,
which is most truly their own when employed in her
service." That expresses something more than an
ideal of the older democracy. How closely the life

of the individual was in fact bound up with that of the
state is revealed in the common use of the word ~oXi-
revecrdai, to live as a citizen, instead of the bare term
to live. But in the fourth century, the Athenians
were Uving more and more their own lives, selfishly

pursuing their own business or living off the state
rather than for it, and craving increasingly the liberty

to "do as they liked."

Isocrates' diagnosis of the trouble and his remedy
for it are, no doubt, over-simple. The weakness of
Athens he attributes mainly to an excess of " free-

dom." Pure democracy is not to his liking—a pohty
in which election by lot is the last word in the
equalization of opportunity and the levelling of all

distinctions. He pleads for a return to the restricted

democracy of Solon and of Cleisthenes, in which the
people possessed the sovereign power to elect their
leaders, but only from the best qualified citizens,

" See General Introd. pp. xxxvii flf. ; Jebb, Attic Orators
ii. pp. 14 ff.
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and to hold them strictly to account for their con-
duct in office—an aristocracy in effect. Specifically,

he pleads for the restoration of the old powers of

the Council of the Areopagus. That Council had in

early times possessed almost unlimited authority.

In Solon's time it was still the greatest power of
the state, being entrusted with the guardianship of
the laws, with the supervision over the education
of youth, Avith a general censorship over the lives of

the citizens, and with final authority to fine or other-

wise punish offenders against law, custom, or taste."

No doubt it irritated many by its conservative

influence and sometimes abused its power, but it is

noteworthy that it was everywhere and at all times
held in high respect. Aeschylus 's tribute to it in the

Eumenides^ put in the mouth of Athena, the guardian
deity of the state, is an eloquent expression of the

common feeling :

This Court, majestic, incorruptible.

Instant in anger, over those who sleep,

The sleepless watcher of my land I set."

It continued to be held in awe even after Ephialtes,

in the interest of a more complete democracy, had
shorn it of most of its powers. But from this time
on, Isocrates holds, Athenian life declined in the

matter of sober living and of willing service to the

state—a view in which he is supported by the cir-

cumstantial account of Aristotle in his sketch of the

development of the Athenian constitution.**

" See 37, note.
* 683 fF,

" Jebb's translation.
** See his Constitution of Athens 26.
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The discourse is cast in the form of an oration

appropriate to be delivered before the General

Assembly of Athens, and the fiction is consistently

maintained throughout, although it was composed

entirely for a reading public."

» See General Introd. p. xxx.
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140] IloAAoL'S' Vficov olfJLai 0au/xa^etr rjvTivoi ttotc

yvwfxrjv ep^cuv Trepl awTrjpias t7]v irpoaohov iTTOLTjad-

fJiyjVy wavep ttj? TroXecos iv klvSvvols ovarjs t]

a(l>a\epa)s avrfj tcjv Trpaypdrcxiv KadearrjKorcov

,

aXX ov TrXeiovs fiev Tpiijpeig tj Sta/coaia? kcktt]-

fX€vrjs, eLprjViqv Se /cat rd Trepl rrjv )(^cx}pav dyovarjs,

2 /cat T(x>v KaTCL ddXarrav dpxovcr'qs , eVt Se gvjj,-

fxdxovs ix^^^V^ TToXXovs fiev rovs irotpcos 'rjp-iv,

rjv Ti Sei7, ^orjdijaovTas , ttoXv 8e 77Aetoi'S" tows'

rds avvrd^eis vnoreXovvras Kal to Trpoararro-

fjL€vov TTOLOvvras' (Sv VTTapxdvrcov 'qp.ds p^ev dv tls

cf)'qa€L€v CLKOs elvai dappeiv cos noppco tcov klvSvvcov

ovras, Tot? 8' e^Qpols toZs rjp,erepoLs TrpoarjKeiv

SeSievai /cat ^ovXeveadai Trepl rrjs avrdJv crcorrjpias.

3 'T/Aei? p.€V ovv ofS' OTt TOVTO) ;;^paj)Lterot to*

XoyLap-d) /cat rr^g ip,rjs TrpoaoSov Karac^povelre,

/cat Trdaav eXTrlt^ere rrjV 'EAAaSa ravrrj rfj 8vvdp,€i,

KaTaax'f](Teiv ey<x> 8e St' aura ravra rvyxdvo)

ScSlcvs. opu) yap tcov TToXecov Tag dpiGTa TrpdTTeiv

" Strictly, what my purpose teas. The aorist tense reflects

the fact that the Athenian orators had to give written notice,

in advance, of any subject they proposed to discuss before
the General Assembly, See § 15.

* The second Athenian Confederacy, organized in 378 b.c.

See General Introd. p. xxxvii.

104



II. AREOPAGITICUS

Many of you are wondering, I suppose, what in the

world my purpose is" in coming forward to address

you on the public safety, as if Athens were in danger

or her affairs on an uncertain footing, when in fact

she possesses more than two hundred ships-of-war,

enjoys peace throughout her territory, maintains her

empire on the sea,** and has, furthermore, many alUes

who, in case of any need, \\ill readily come to her

aid," and many more allies who are paying their

contributions ** and obeying her commands. With
these resources, one might argue that we have every

reason to feel secure, as being far removed from
danger, while our enemies may well be anxious and
take thought for their own safety.

Now you, I know, follo^Aing this reasoning, disdain

my coming forward, and are confident that >\ith this

power you will hold all Hellas under your control.

But as for myself, it is because of these very things

that I am anxious ; for I observe that those cities

' He refers here, probably, to allies by special treatj- as

distinguished from the allies next mentioned, who were
members of the Confederacy and under the leadership of
Athens. The latter paid their quotas into the Athenian
treasury for the support of the Confederate navy.

"• In the second Confederacy the word avvra^is (contribu-
tion) was used instead of (popos (tribute) which became an
odious term in the Confederacy of Delos. Cf. Antid. 123.

105



ISOCRATES

OLOfievas KaKiara ^ovXevofxevas /cat ras fxaXiara

uappovaas els TrXeiarovs Kivhvvovs Kadlarapiivas

.

4 aiTLOv Se rovTOiv icrrLV, on rtbv ayaOchv /cat ra)V

KaKwv ovhev avTO Kad' avro Trapayiyverai rols

avdpcoTTOLs, dXXa crvvreTaKrai, /cat avvaKoXovdet

TOLs fiev ttXovtols /cat rat? Swacrretat? avota /cat

fiera TavTrjs d/coAacrta, rat? S' ivSeiais /cat rat?

[141] TaTTetvoTiqai aa>(f>poavin] /cat ttoXXtj fxerpLOTrjs

,

5 ajoTTe x'^Xenov etvai Stayt'cDvat irorepav dv tls

oegairo rcbv ^epihiov tovtojv toZs Tratct rot?

avTov KaTaXtTT€Lv. iSoLfxev yap av e/c pLev ttjs

(f>avXoTepas elvai SoKovarjs cttI to ^eXriov cos ctti

TO TToXi) ras Tipd^eis eTrtStSouCTa?, e/c Se rrjs

Kpeirrovos (fjaLVOjJLevqs inl ro )(^eZpov eldtapLevas

6 fxeTaTTLTTTeLV. /cat tovtcov iveyKeZv e^io irapa-

SeiypLara TrXeZara puev e/c TiJov IhiojriKcov irpay-

pidrcov, TrvKvordras yap ravra Xapi^dvei ras

//.era^oAas", ov p,r)v dXXd /Ltet^a> ye /cat ^avepojrepa

roZs aKovovcnv e/c tcov ruiZv /cat Aa/ceSatjUovtot?

avp-fiavrcov. rjpLeZs re yap dvaardrov p.ev rrjs

TToXecog VTTO riov ^ap^dpojv yeyevrjfievqs Sia to

SeSteVat /cat rrpoaexeiv tov vovv toZs Trpdypbaaiv

€7TpcoT€vaapi€v Tcbv 'KXXi]vct}V, eveiS-q S' dv-

V7T€p^Xr]Tov (hrjdriixev ttjv SvvaixLV e)(eiv, irapa

7 fjLLKpov TJXdofxev i^avhpaTToStadrjvaL- Aa/ceSat^ttovtot

re TO fxev TraXaiov e/c <j)avX(.ov /cat Taneivcbv TToXeojv

" See General Introd. p. xxxiii.
" Cf. Archid. 103 ff,

* Athens, then an imwalled city, was temporarily aban-
doned by her people before the Battle of Salamis, and
destroyed by the troops of Xerxes. After the Persian Wars,
she became the head of the Confederacy of Delos. See
Archid. 42 ff„ and Paneg. 71-72.
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which think they are in the best circumstances are

wont to adopt the worst policies, and that those

which feel the most secure are most often involved in

danger. The cause of this is that nothing of either

good or of evil \asits mankind unmixed, but that

riches and power are attended and followed by folly,

and folly in turn by hcence
;
" whereas poverty and

lowliness are attended by sobriety and great modera-
tion ; so that it is hard to decide which of these lots

one should prefer to bequeath to one's own children.

For we shall find that from a lot which seems to be
inferior men's fortunes generally advance to a better

condition, ** whereas from one which appears to be
superior they are wont to change to a worse. Of
this truth I might cite examples without number
from the lives of individual men, since these are sub-

ject to the most frequent vicissitudes ; but instances

which are more important and better known to my
hearers may be drawn from the experiences of our

city and of the Lacedaemonians. As for the Athen-
ians, after our city had been laid waste by the

barbarians, we became, because we were anxious

about the future and gave attention to our affairs,

the foremost of the Hellenes ;
"^ whereas, when we

imagined that our power was invincible, we barely

escaped being enslaved. ** Likewise the Lacedae-
monians, after having set out in ancient times from
obscure and humble cities, made themselves, because

•* At the end of the Peloponnesian War, Athens was at
the mercy of Sparta and the Spartan allies. The latter

proposed that Athens be utterly destroyed and her citizens

sold into slavery, but the Spartans refused to allow the
city " which had done a great service to Hellas " to be
reduced to slavery. Xen. Hell. ii. 2, 19-20. C/. Peace 78,
105 ; Plataicus 32 ; Antid. 319.
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opfirjdevres Sta to (ja><f)p6vcog t^fjv koI arpaTio)-

TLKws Karea^ov HeXoTTovvrjaov, fxera Se ravra

IJi€i(,ov (f)povqGavT€s rov heovTos, koL Xa^ovres

/cat rrjv Kara yrjv /cat ttjv Kara QaXarrav dpx'^v,

€Ls Tovs (XVTOvs KivSvvovg KarecTTrjcrav rjfuv.

8 "OcTTts' ovv etSo)? roaavras {Jbera^oXas yeyevrj-

{xevas /cat r-qXiKavras Swdfieis ovrco Ta;^eco?

avatpedeLGas Tnarevei toIs Tvapovai, Xiav dvorjros

eoTLV, dXXois T€ /cat rrjs p^^v rroXecos tj/j^cov ttoXv

KaraSeearepov vvv TrparTovarjs t^ /car' iKelvov

rov xpovov, rod Se piaovs rov rcov 'EXXt^vcov Kal

rfjs kxdpo-S rrjs rrpog ^aaiXea ttoXlv di^a/ce/cat-

VLopevrjg, d rore KarerroX€p.T]aev rjpds.

9 'ATTopco Se TTorepov vnoXd^a) p,7)S€v p,iXeLV vpiv

rdjv Koivdjv TTpaypdrcov t] (f)povrt^€t,v pev avrwv,

ei? rovro 8' dyaLadrjaias rJKeLV ware Xavddv€cv

vp,ds elg oarjv rapa^^v rj ttoXis KadearrjKev.

ioLKare yap ovrco Sta/ceijLteVots" dvdpwTTOLs, otrtves

dndaas p,kv rds ttoXcis ra? CTrt QpdKT]s dn-

oXcoXeKores, TrXeio) S' t^ ;;^tAta rdXavra pdrrjv els

10 rovs ^evovs dvrjXcoKores, irpos Se rovs "^XXqvas

Sia^e^Xrjp^evot /cat ra> ^ap^dpco noXepLLoi yeyovores,

" See Paneg. 61 ; Panath. 253 if.

^ The Spartan supremacy began with the triumph over

Athens in 404 b.c. and ended with the defeat at Leuctra,

371 B.C. See Vol. I. p. 402, footnote. Cf. Phil. 47. After
Leuctra, Athens, in her turn, saved Sparta from destruction.

See Phil. 44 and note.
" For the language cf. Archid. 48.
** By the bitter " Social War." See General Introd.

p. xxxviii.
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they lived temperately and under military discipline,

masters of the Peloponnesus ;
" whereas later, when

they grew overweening and seized the empire both

of the sea and of the land, they fell into the same
dangers as ourselves.*

Whoever, therefore, knowing that such great \icis-

situdes have taken place and that such mighty powers
have been so quickly brought to naught, yet trusts

in our present circumstances, is all too foolish,"

especially since Athens is now in a much less favour-

able condition than she was at that time, while the

hatred ** of us among the Hellenes and the enmity *

of the great King, which then brought disaster to our

arms, have been again revived.

I am in doubt whether to suppose that you care

nothing for the public welfare or that you are con-

cerned about it, but have become so obtuse that you
fail to see into what utter confusion our city has

fallen. For you resemble men in that state of

mind—you who have lost all the cities in Thrace,' X
squandered to no purpose more than a thousand j /Q
talents on mercenary troops,' provoked the ill-will ,' '

of the Hellenes and the hostility of the barbarians,

and, as if this were not enough, have been compelled

' In the course of the " Social War," the Athenian general

Chares had aided the satrap Artabazus in his revolt against

Artaxerxes III. See Diodorus xvi. 22.
' Not all the cities on the northern coast of the Aegean

(Thrace), but those on the Chalcidian peninsula, notably
Amphipolis, Pydna, Potidaea, and Olynthus, which had
fallen under the power or under the influence of Philip of
Macedon. See Demosthenes' first Philippic 4.

" Athenian forces were now largelj- made up of paid
foreigners, recruited from everywhere. See Peace 44-47

;

Demosthenes' first Philippic 20.
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en 8e tovs fjcev Qrj^aLcov (f)LXovs acol^ecv rjvay-

[142] KacTfjLevoi, rovs S' rjfierepovs avrcbv uvfjiixaxovs

aTToAcoAe/core?, evrt roLavrats Trpd^eaiv evayyeXia
fxev Sis rjSrj reOvKa/xev, padvfxoTepov he irepl

avTcov eKKXrjaiat^oiiev rcov Trdvra rd hiovra
TTpaTTOVTCOV

.

11 Kat raur' eiKorcos Kal TTOiovfxev /cat 7Tdcr)^opi€V'

ovoev yap otovre yiyveadai Kara rporrov rots p-rj

KaXcos TTepl oXrjs rijs SiOLK'^aecos ^e^ovXevpievoLs

,

aAA edv Kal Karopdcocrwat, Trepi TLvag roJv Trpd^ecov

7] hid TVXf]v rj Si' dvSpos dperijv, puKpdv Sia-

XLTTOvres ttoXlv els to.? auras' diropias KareaTqaav

.

Kat ravra yvoir] tls dv e/c rcov Trepl rjpids yeyevr)-

12 p,evu)V' aTrdarjs ydp rrjs 'EAAaSo? vtto rrjv ttoXiv

rjpiwv VTTOTveaovarjs Kal pierd rrjv K.6vcovos vav-

/xa;^tav /cat puerd rrjV Tipiodeov arpariqyiav,

ovSeva xpovov rds evrvxtas Karaax^lv rjSvv^drjpiev,

dXXd ra^ecos SieaKapi(f)r]adpLeda Kal SieXvaapuev

avrds. TToXireiav ydp rrjv opdcbs dv rots Trpdypiaat

XpT^crapcevrjv ovr' exop-ev ovre KaXcos tpr^rovpiev.

13 /caiTot rds evirpayias diravres tapiev Kal Tvapayiyvo-

pievas Kal Trapapievovaas ov rots rd reLxr] KaXXiara
Kal pueyiara TTept.^e^XrjpLevoLs , ovSe rols pierd

TrXeiaroiv dvdpcjTTiov els tov avrdv roTTOV avv-

" Probably the Messenians, who had been made in-

dependent of Sparta by the Thebans. See Introduction to

Archidamus. Demosthenes, in his speech For the Megalo-
politans, criticizes the Athenians for their folly in pledging
themselves to aid the Messenians against Spartan aggression.

See especially § 9.

* Such powerful states as Chios, Byzantium, and Rhodes
were lost to the Athenian Confederacy by the peace following
the " Social War." Of the seventy-five cities which belonged
to the Confederacy the majority remained loyal. See § 2.
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\^
to save the friends of the Thebans " at the cost of

losing our own alUes ^
; and yet to celebrate the

good news of such accompUshments we have t^\ice

now offered grateful sacrifices to the gods," and we
deUberate about our affairs more complaisantly than
men whose actions leave nothing to be desired

!

And it is to be expected that acting as we do we
should fare as we do ; for nothing can turn out well

for those who neglect to adopt a sound pohcy for the

conduct of their government as a whole. On the
contrary, even if they do succeed in their enterprises

now and then, either through chance or through the
genius of some man,** they soon after find themselves
in the same difficulties as before, as anyone may see

from what happened in our own history. For when
all Hellas fell under the power of Athens, after the
naval victory of Conon and the campaign of Timo-
theus, we were not able to hold our good fortune
any time at all, but quickly dissipated and destroyed
it.* For we neither possess nor do we honestly seek
to obtain a polity which can properly deal with our
affairs. And yet we all know that success does not
visit and abide with those who have built around
themselves the finest and the strongest walls,^ nor
with those who have collected the greatest popula-

« Diodorus (xvi. 22) records the celebration in Athens of
the victory of Chares, supporting the rebellion of the Satrap
Artabazus, over Artaxerxes III. See § 8, note. The occasion
of the second celebration is not known.

<* The reference is to the victorious campaigns of Conon
and his son Timotheus. See Paneg. 142, 154 ; Phil. 61-64 ;

Antid. 107 ff.

« In the disastrous " Social War."
' Cf. Thuc. vii. 77 : dvopes yap xoXt?, kuI ov ruxn ovM

vrie<i avOf>Qii> Keval. Also Alcaeus fr. 28, 29 L.C.L., and Sir
WiUiam Jones, What Constitutes a State,
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r]6poicT[ji€vois, dXXa tols aptara /cat acocfipovearara

14 rrjv ax)Ta>v ttoXlv hioiKovaiv . earc yap ipvx'Tj

TToXecvg ovbev erepov rj TToXneia, rocravTrjv exovcra

SvvafiLV oarjv nep iv crwfxari ^povrjois. avrrj yap
iaTLv Tj ^ovXevopievrj Trepl arravrtov, /cat ra p,ev

ayada hia(f)vXdrrovaa, rds Se avp,cf)opdg 8ta<^eu-

yovaa. ravrrj Kal tovs vofiovs /cat tovs p-qropas

/cat rovs ISiwras dvayKoiov ecrrtv opiOLOvadai,

Kal TTpdrreiv ovrojs eKaarovs olav rrep dv ravTrjv

15 e)(coaLV. rjg qpLcl'S Ste(f)dapp,€vrjg ovSev <:f)povTLL,op,ev,

ovhe aKOTTovfiev otto;? eTTavopOcoaofiev avrrjv dAA'

CTTt pikv r<jov ipyaarrjpLcov Kadl^ovres KarrjyopovpLev

Tcov KadearwTwv, /cat XeyofjL€v d)s ouSeTTor' iv

ST^jLto/cparta KdKiov eTToXLTCvdr^jxev , iv Se rot?

TTpdyp^aai /cat rat? Stai^otat? at? exofiev fxaXXov

avTTjv dyaTTCjfjiev rrjs vtto tojv irpoyovcov Kara-

X€L(f)d€L(jr}S.

'Ynep ^s €y(h /cat rovg Xoyovg fiiXXco TTOulaOai

16 /cat rrjV rrpoaoSov dTreypaipdfirjv. evpioKOJ yap

[143] Tavr7]v fxovrjv dv yevofiivqv /cat rcov fMeXXovrcov

KivSvvcov dTTorpoTTrjv Kai rcov TrapovTOiv KaKcbv

d7TaXXayT]v, t)v ideXi^crcofiev iKeivrjv rrjv SrjfjLO-

Kpariav dvaXa^elv, rjv HoXojv p,ev o hr]p,OTLKm}raros

y€v6p,€Vos ivopLoderiqae, KXeiadevrjs Se o rovg

rvpdvvovs iK^aXojv /cat rdv Srjfiov Karayayojv

17 TrdXiv i^ OLpxyjs /care'crrr^crep'. '^s ovk dv evpoijxev

ovre SrjjjLOTiKOJTepav ovre rfj TroAei /jidXXov avp,-

« Cf. Panath. 138 ; Aristotle, Politics 1295 a 40 ; Demo-
sthenes, Against Timocr. 210.

"In the market-place, especially the barber shops.
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tion in one place, but rather with those who most
nobly and wisely govern their state. For the soul of

a state is nothing else than its polity,** ha\'ing as

much power over it as does the mind over the body ;

for it is this which deUberates upon all questions,

seeking to preserve what is good and to ward off

what is disastrous ; and it is this which of necessity

assimilates to its own nature the laws, the public

orators and the private citizens ; and all the

members of the state must fare well or ill according

to the kind of polity under which they live. And
yet we are quite indifferent to the fact that our poUty
has been corrupted, nor do we even consider how
we may redeem it. It is true that we sit around in

our shops ** denouncing the present order and com-
plaining that never under a democracy have we been
worse governed, but in our actions and in the senti-

ments which we hold regarding it we show that we
are better satisfied with our present democracy than
with that which was handed down to us by our
forefathers.

It is in favour of the democracy of our forefathers

that I intend to speak, and this is the subject on
which I gave notice that I would address you. For
I find that the one way—the only possible way
—which can avert future perils from us and deliver

us from our present ills is that we should be willing

to restore that earher democracy which was instituted

by Solon, who proved himself above all others the
friend of the people, and which was re-established

by Cleisthenes, who drove out the t}Tants and
brought the people back into power—a government
than which we could find none more favourable

to the populace or more advantageous to the
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cpepovaav. reK^-qpiov 8e fieyiarov' ol jxkv yap
€K€ivrj )(pcoiJievot, 77oAAa /cat KaXa hiaTrpa^dpi€voi

Kai napa irdatv dvdpcoTTOis evhoKifxiqaavTes , Trap'

€KovTcov Ttbv 'EAAryvcov rrfv rjyepLOviav eXa^ov, ol

be rrjs vvv Trapovarjg €7ndvfjLijaavT€s , vtto Trdvrojv

fjiiar)devT€g /cat ttoAAo. /cat Setra rradovres, fxiKpov

drreXtTTOv rod pLrj rat? ia)(draLS avp(f)opals Trept-

18 TTeaeZv. /catrot Trco? XP'h t'^^t'^v ttjv TToXireiav

inaLvelv rj arepyeiv ttjv roaovrcov p,kv KaKcov

aniav Trporepov y€vop.evr]v, vvv Se /ca^' eKaarov

Tov iviavTov e77t to ;^€t/3or (f)epopLevrjV ; ttojs 8'

ov )(prj SeSieVat [xr) TOiavrrjs eTTtSoo-eo)? yLyvop,€vr)S

TeXevTa)VTes et? rpa^vrepa TTpdypcara rwv t6t€

yevofievcDV i^oKelXajjjLev

;

19 Iva 8e fir] avXX-^^Srjv JjLOVov dKrjKoores, dXX

aKpL^ojs eiSoreg Troirjade /cat ttjv aipeaiv /cat t7]v

Kplaiv avTcbv, vp,4r€pov fxev epyov iarl napaax^^v

VfJLas avTovg irpoaexovras rov vovv roXs utt' e/xou

Xeyofievoig , iyd) 8' d)s dv Suvco/Jiai avvropLcLrara

7T€pl dfjL(f)OT€pa)v TOVTOJV TTetpdoofJiaL 8ieX6elv irpog

Vfxds.

20 Ot yap /car' €K€lvov rov XP^^^^ "^W "^oXiv Bi-

oiKovvres KareaTiqaavTO TToXtreLav ovk ovoixari fxev

ro) KOLVordrcp /cat TrpaordTW Trpoaayopevoixevrjv,

inl 8e ra>v Trpd^ewv ov roiavrrjv rolg evrvyxdvovai

^aivofxevrjv, ovS^ t] tovtov tov TpoTTOv eTraiheve

Tovs TToXiTas wad^ rjyeZaOaL Trjv fiev dKoXaaiav

SrjfxoKpaTLav, ttjv Se rrapavofiLav iXevdeptav, tt)i^

" For Solon and Cleisthenes as the authors of the restricted
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whole city." The strongest proof of this is that

those who enjoyed this constitution wrought many
noble deeds, won the admiration of all mankind, and

took their place, by the common consent of the

Hellenes, as the leading power of Hellas ; whereas

those who were enamoured of the present constitu-

tion made themselves hated of all men, suffered

many indignities, and barely escaped falling into the

worst of all disasters.* And yet how can we praise

or tolerate a government which has in the past been
the cause of so many e\ils and which is now year by
year ever drifting on from bad to worse ? And how
can we escape the fear that if we continue to progress

after this fashion we may finally run aground on

rocks more perilous than those which at that time

loomed before us ?

But in order that you may make a choice and
come to a decision between the two constitutions,

not from the summary- statement you have just

heard, but from exact knowledge, it behoves you,

for your part, to render yourselves attentive to what
I say, while I, for my part, shall tr}' to explain them
both to you as briefly as I can.

For those who directed the state in the time of

Solon and Cleisthenes did not estabhsh a polity which

in name merely was hailed as the most impartial

and the mildest of governments, while in practice

showing itself the opposite to those who lived

under it, nor one which trained the citizens in such,

fashion that they looked upon insolence as democracy,^ >^
lawlessness as Uberty, impudence of speech as equal- /'sL/

democracy of Athens cf. Antid. 232. For Isocrates' political

ideas see General Introd. p. xxx\-iii.

* C/. § 6 and note.
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8e TTapprjaiav laovoyiiav , ttjv 8' i^ovalav rod Travra^

TTOieXv evSaifiovtav, dXXa pnaovaa koI KoXdt^ovaa

Tovs TOLovTOvs ^eXriovs Kal crco(f)pov€aT€povs

aTTavras tovs TToXiras iiToirjaev.

21 MeyLGTOV S' avroLS avve^dXero Trpos ro KaXaJg

[144] otKctv rrjv ttoXlv, on hvdlv laoT'qTOLV vofxi^OfJievaLV

€LvaL, /cat TTJs fiev ravrov anaaLV (XTTOvefjiovcrrjs rrjs

Se TO TTpoarJKOv cKaaTois, ovk r^yvoovv ttjv

Xp-qcrLpLOiTepav , dXXd ttjv fxev twv avTcov d^LOvaav

TOVS XRV^"^*^^^ '^'^^ TOVS TTOvrjpovs (iTreSo/ctyLta^ov

22 d)S ov SiKaiav ovaav, ttjv Se Kara ttjv d^iav eKaarov
Tijxcoaav /cat KoXdl^ovaav 7Tpor)povvTo, /cat 8ta

ravTTjs cpKovv T'qv ttoXlv, ovk i^ dirdyrdiv rds

dpxds KXrjpovvT€s , dXXd tovs ^€Xti,utovs /cat tovs

LKavcoTaTovs e^ eKaoTov tcjv epyojv irpoKpivovTes.

TOiovTovs ydp rjX7nt,ov eaeadai Kal rovs dXXovs,

OLOL 7T€p dv axjLV ol TU)v TTpayfjidrcov einaraTovvTes

.

23 "ETreira /cat SrjfxOTiKcoTepav iv6fiLl,ov elvai, TaiJTTjV

rrjv KaTduTaaiv •^ ttjv 8ia tov Xayxdv€t,v ytyvo-

fxev7]v iv fxev ydp T-fj KXiqpd>aei ttjv tv^t^jv jS/oa-

^evaeiv, /cat TToAAa/ct? Xijipecrdai Tas dp^ds tovs

oXtyapx^as eTndv^ovvTas, iv 8e tco TTpOKpiveiv

tovs eTTLeuceaTaTovs tov 8i]fiov eaeadai Kvpiov

^ vdvTa Coray (c/. Panath. 131): ravra mss.

" For similar caricatures of the later Athenian democracy
see Thuc. iii. 82. 4 ff., and especially Plato, Republic 560-561.

* For these two kinds of equality cf. Nicocles 14 IF. ; To
Nicocles 14; Plato, Republic 558 c, and Laws 757 b, c

;

Aristotle, Politics 1301 a 26 ff.

" The method of electing the various magistrates changed
from time to time, and is much less simple than Isocrates

here represents it to be. For example, election of the chief
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ity, and licence to do what they pleased as happiness,"

but rather a polity which detested and punished such
men and by so doing made all the citizens better

and wiser.

But what contributed most to their good govern-
ment of the state was that of the two recognized
kinds of equality— that which makes the same
award to all ahke and that which gives to each
man his due *—they did not fail to grasp which
was the more serviceable ; but, rejecting as unjust

that which holds that the good and the bad are

worthy of the same honours, and preferring rather

that which rewards and punishes every man according

to his deserts, they governed the city on this prin-

ciple, not filling the offices by lot from all the citizens," / J^
but selecting the best and the ablest for each function

of the state ; for they believed that the rest of the
people would reflect the character of those who were /
placed in charge of their affairs.

Furthermore they considered that this way of

appointing magistrates was also more democratic
than the casting of lots, since under the plan of
election by lot chance would decide the issue and
the partizans of oligarchy would often get the
offices ; whereas under the plan of selecting the
worthiest men, the people would have in theiry''-^

magistrates, the archons, by lot (though from a previously
selected group) is at least as old as Solon. On the other
hand, in Isocrates' day officers who had supervision over
military and financial affairs were elected by " show of
hands " in the General Assembly. See Gilbert, Greek
Constitutional Antiquities (Eng. trans.) pp. 216 fF. It

seems clear, however, that after Cleisthenes all classes
of citizens, the poor as well as the rich, became eligible to
the offices (Plutarch, Aristides 2-2) and that election bj- lot

became increasingly a device to further pure democracy.
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eXdadai, rovs dyajTiovTas fxaXicrra ttjv Kadearaxjav

TToXireiav

.

24 \lriov 8' riv rod ravra tols ttoXXols dpioKeiv

Kai fiTj TTepiixaxTJrovs elvai rds dpxds, on /xefjia-

dr]K6r€s rjaav ipyd^eadai /cat cfieiheadaL, kol fxr]

Tcbv p,€V oiKeiojv dfieXelv tols 8' dXXorpioLs CTrt-

^ovXeveiv, fit]^" e/c tcov 8r]pLo<7LOJv rd acfiirep^

avTcbv SLOLKetv, aAA' e/c tcov eKaoTOLS VTrap^ovTcov

,

et TTore SeT^creie, rols kolvoIs eiTapKetv, pnqh^

aKpi^eoTepov etSeVat ra? e/c tcov dp^^eicxiv rrpoa-

68ovs t) TttS" e/c TCOV iSlcov yLyvofievas avTolg.

25 ovTco 8' dTreixovTo a(f)68pa tcov ttjs TToXecos, cx>aT€

XCtXcTTCOTepOV -^V iv €K€lVOLS TOLS XP^^^''^ €Vp€LV

TOVS PovXo[X€VOVS dpX^LV 7] VVV TOVS pLTjSeV ScO-

pLCVOVS' ov yap epuTTopiav dXXd XeLTOVpyiav evopLLt^ov

CLvaL TTjv Tcbv KOLvcov CTTLpLeXeLav, ov8 drro ttjs

7rpojTr]s rjpLepas eaKonovv eXdovTes et tl XrjppLa

TrapaXeXoLTTaaLV ol TrpoTepov dpxovTes , dXXd ttoXv

yuaAAot' et tlvos TrpdypLaTos KaTrjpbeXiJKaaL tcov

riXos e;\;etv /caTeTretyovTCOv.

26 'Q.S 8e crvvTopLcos elneLV, eKclvoL SLeyvcoKOTes

rjcrav otl Set tov puev SrjjjLov cLanep Tvpavvov

KadLCXTavaL rds dpxds Kal KoXdl,€LV tovs i^apLap-

[145] TavovTas Kal KplveLv Trepi tcov dpL(f)La^r)TOvpLevcov

,

" He is thinking of pay, not only for the magistrates, but
for attendance at the sessions of the jury courts, of the

General Assembly, etc. See Peace 130. Aristotle (Con5<«7M-

tion of Athens 24) states that since the changes which were
introduced by Aristides over twenty thousand Athenians
earned their livelihood in public service of one sort or

another. In the same work (62) he gives a brief sketch of

the pay for such services.
*< For the public spirit of the old democracy see Paneg,

76 ; Peace 42 ff. ; Panath. 145 ff.
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hands the power to choose those who were most/ ^ ^^^

attached to the existing constitution.

The reason why this plan was agreeable to the

majority and why they did not fight over the offices

was because they had been schooled to be in-

dustrious and frugal, and not to neglect their o\\-n

possessions and conspire against the possessions

of others, and not to repair their own fortunes out

of the public funds," but rather to help out the

commonwealth, should the need arise, from thei|^

private resources,^ and not to know more accurately "--«^^
the incomes derived from the public offices than / /
those which accrued to them from their own estates.

So severely did they abstain from what belonged to\
the state that it was harder in those days to find / i^

men who were willing to hold office '^ than it is now /
to find men who are not begging for the privilege

; /
for they did not regard a charge over public affairs

as a chance for private gain but as a ser\-ice to the

state ; neither did they from their first day in

office seek to discover whether their predecessors

had overlooked any source of profit, but much
rather whether they had neglected any business of

the state which pressed for settlement.

In a word, our forefathers had resolved that

the people, as the supreme master of the state,

should appoint the magistrates, call to account

those who failed in their duty, and judge in cases

of dispute ; while those citizens who could afford

' Cf. Panath. 146 ; Plato, Rfpublic 347 b, 520 d ; Ruskin,
Crown of Wild Olive :

" No one ever teaches well who
wants to teach or governs well who wants to govern : it is

an old sajing (Plato's, but I know not if his first) and as

wise as old."
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Tovs Se axoXrjv dyeiv Svvafxevovs Kal ^lov LKavov

K€KTrjfjL€VOVS €TTL[X€X€La6aL TCOV KOiVCOV (ZoTrep

27 OLKeras, Kat St/catofS" fi^v yevo/Jievovs eTraiveiadai

Kttt OTcpyeiv ravTTj rfj Ti/xfj, KaKoJs 8e hioiKriaavras

fjirjhcfXLds uvyyvcofjLTjs Tvyxdveiv dXXd rats yueyiarais

^rjfJLiaLS 7T€pL7TL7TT€LV. KaiTOL 770)? dv TLS €VpOt

ravrrjs ^e^aiorepav t] hiKaiorepav hrjpLOKpariav,

TTJs TOVS pi€V SwaTCordrovs irrl rds rrpd^eis

KadLardcrqs, avTcov Se rovroiv rov hrjjxov Kvpiov

TTOLova-qs ;

28 To pi€v ovv avvTaypua ttjs TToXireias toiovtov rjv

avTots' pdhiov 8' e/c tovtcov Karafiadeiv d)s Kal

rd Kad^ rjfjiepav eKdarrjv opddjs Kal vofxipiais

TTpdrrovres SiereXeaav. dvayKT] yap toZs nepl

oXcov TCOV npay/JidTcov KaXds ras" vrrodeaeLs 7re-

TTOirjixevoLS Kal Ta fiepr] tov avTov Tpoirov e;^eiv

e/cetVois".

29 Kat TrpdJTOv p,€V to. Trepl Tovg deovs, ivTevdev

yap dpx^crdo.1 SiKaiov, ovk dvwpidXcos ouS' aTaKTCOs

OVT* iOepaTTevov ovt^ <hpyial,ov oj38' OTrore pikv

So^etev avTOis, TpiaKoaiovs ^ovs eTrefiTrov, OTTOTe

8e Tvxotev, Tas TraTpiovs Ovaias i^eXenrov ouSeras"

/xev eTTideTovs eopTas, clls iaTiaais tls Trpoaeirj,

<• Aristotle {Politics 1274' a 15 flF.) states that Solon gave to

the populace the sovereign power of selecting their magis-
trates and of calling them to account, though the selection

had to be made from " men of reputation and means."
•" The same idea is developed in Panath. 147.
" This is almost a poetic formula. Cf. Alcman fr. 3 ;

Theocritus xvii. 1 ; Aratus, Phaenomena 1.

^ The reference is, apparently, to special or occasional
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the time and possessed sufficient means " should

devote themselves to the care of the commonwealth,
as servants of the people, entitled to receive com-
mendation if they proved faithful to their trust, and
contenting themselves ^^^th this honour, but con-

demned, on the other hand, if they governed badly,

to meet with no mercy, but to suffer the severest

punishment.'' And how, pray, could one find a

democracy more stable or more just than this,

which appointed the most capable men to have
charge of its affairs but gave to the people authority

over their rulers ?

Such was the constitution of their polity, and from
this it is easy to see that also in their conduct day
by day they never failed to act with propriety and
justice ; for when people have laid sound foundations
for the conduct of the whole state it follows that in

the details of their lives they must reflect the
character of their government.

First of all as to their conduct towards the gods
—for it is right to begin with them '^-—they were not
erratic or irregular in their worship of them or in

the celebration of their rites ; they did not, for

example, drive three hundred oxen in procession to

the altar,** when it entered their heads to do so,

while omitting, when the caprice seized them, the
sacrifices instituted by their fathers ;

« neither did
they observe on a grand scale the festivals imported

festivals such as those mentioned in § 10. He may have in
mind here the festival held in honour of Chares' victory
over Artaxerxes III., since that Athenian general was so
generously paid by Artabazus that he could afford to
contribute a drove of cattle for the celebration. See Diodorus
xvi. 22.

• Cf. To Nicoclea 20.
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fieyaXoTTpcTTCos rjyov, iv 8e rots' ayLcordroLs roJv

30 lepaJv oltto fiiadcofidrojv edvov aAA' eKeivo fiovov

irripovv, OTTOjg jxrjSev jx-qre rcov Trarplojv Kara-
Xvaovcn fJi'^r^ efoj tcvv vofxil^ofjievajv TrpoaOiqaovcnv

ov yap iv raXg TToXureXeiais ivofiL^ov elvai ttjv

evae^eiav, aAA' iv tco /x.r^Set' Kivelv J)v avTols ol

TTpoyovoi Trapehoaav. /cat yap rot /cat rd Ttapd

rojv 6ea)V ovk ipLTrXrjKrcxys ovhe Tapa)(OjSa>s avTols

crvve^aLvev, aAA' evKaipcos /cat Trpos Trjv ipyaaiav

TTJs x^P^S Kal Trpos TTjv auyKOfjiLSrjv rcov KapTTchv.

31 YlapaTrXrjaiojs 8e rols elprjpevoLS /cat rd -npos

a(f)ds avTOVs Blmkovv. ov ydp /xovov nepl rcov

Koivwv (LpLOVoovv , dXXd /cat irepl rov tStov ^iov

ToaavTrjv inoLovvro irpovoiav aAA7^Aa>i^, darjv rrep

Xpy] rovs €v (/)povovvTas Kai Trarpihos Koivcovovvras

.

[146] ot re ydp ireviarepoi rdjv TToXircbv roaovrov
32 aTrelxov rov ^dovelv rols TrAetco KeKrrjfxevois, wad^

o/jiotcos iK-qSovro rcov olkcov rwv [xeydXajv coffTrep

rcov at^erepcov avrcov, Tjyovpevoi rrjv eKeivov ev-

haipoviav avrols evrropiav VTrapxeiv dire rds ovuias

e^ovres ovx ottojs vrrepecopcov rovs KaraSeearepov

TTpdrrovras, aAA' vrroXafi^dvovres alcrxvvrjv avrols

elvai rrjv rcov rroXircov aTTopiav imjfivvov rals

ivSeiais, rols jLtev yecopyias em /xerpLais /xtaBa)-

aeai irapahihovres , rovs Se Kar epLTTopiav eKTrep-

TTOvres, rols 8' els rds dXXas epyaaias d(f)opfi'r)v

33 TTapexovres . ov yap ehehteaav p,rj Svolv Odrepov

irddoiev, r^ rrdvrcov areprjdelev, r) ttoAAo, Trpdyfiara

" Athens was very hospitable to foreign cults, whose
novelty and display made them popular and caused the

old-fashioned rites to be observed perfunctorily.
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from abroad," whenever these were attended by a

feast, while contracting with the lowest bidder for

the sacrifices demanded by the hoUest rites of their

religion. For their only care was not to destroy

any institution of their fathers and to introduce

nothing which was not approved by custom, believing

that reverence consists, not in extravagant ex-

penditures, but in disturbing none of the rites which
their ancestors had handed on to them. And so

also the gifts of the gods were \isited upon them,
not fitfully or capriciously, but seasonably both for

the ploughing of the land and for the ingathering of

its fruits.

In the same manner also they governed their

relations with each other. For not onlv were thev
of the same mind regarding public affairs, but in

their private life as well they showed that degree
of consideration for each other which is due from
men who are right-minded and partners in a common
fatherland. The less well-to-do among the citizens

were so far from envying those of greater means
that they were as solicitous for the great estates as

for their own, considering that the prosperity of the

rich was a guarantee of their own well-being. Those
who possessed wealth, on the other hand, did not

look dovvTi upon those in humbler circumstances, but,

regarding poverty among their fellow-citizens as

their own disgrace, came to the rescue of the

distresses of the poor, handing over lands to some at

moderate rentals, sending out some to engage in

commerce, and furnishing means to others to enter

upon various occupations ; for they had no fear that

they might suffer one of two things—that they
might lose their whole investment or recover,
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axovres fJ€pos ri KOfjiLcraLvro rcov TrpoeOevrcov

dXX' ojxoLcos iOdppouv vepl rcov e^oj heSopievcov

d)GTT€p Trepi Tcov evSov K€L[ji€VCov. icLpcov yap tovs

TT€pL Twv avjx^oXatojv Kplvovras ov rals eVt-

€iK€iais XP^/^^'^ouj, dXXd TOt? vo/jlols 7T€l6oII€VOVS,

34 ovh €V roZ's rcov dXXojv dycofnv avrots dSiKelv

e^ovaiav 7TapaaK€vdt,ovras , dXXd fiaXXov 6pyi,l,op.e-

vovs TOLS aTToarepovGLV avrcov rwv dSiKOVfievojv,

Kal vofiil^ovTas Sia rovs d.Tnara rd avpL^oXaia

TTOiovvras /^ei^cu ^Xdrrreadai tovs Trevrjras rcov

77oAAa KeKr'qp,€vwv rovs /xei/ ydp, 'qv Travacovrai

Trpo'CefJievoL, fXLKpdJv rrpoGohcov dTToareprjd'qaeadaL,

rovs 8 , rjv aTToprjGcoat row enapKovvrcov, els rrjv

35 iaxdrrjv eVSetav Karaar-qaeadai . Kal ydp roL Sto,

rrjv yvwfiTjv ravr-qv ovSels ovr aTTexpvTTrero rrjv

ovaiav ovr* coKvei avfi^dXXeLv, aAA' 17810^ ecLpoiv

rovs Savei^ofxevovs rj rovs dnoSLhovras. dp,<f)6repa

ydp avrols ctvve^aivev, drrep dv ^ovXrjdelev dvdpco-

TTOL vovv €)(ovr€S' (x/xtt ydp rovs re TToXiras (Ixj^iXovv

Kal rd crcfyerep' avrdJv ivepyd Kadiaraaav. Kecfid-

XaLov he rov KaXcos dXXiqXoLs ofiiXelv at puev ydp
Kr-qaeLS da^aXels rjcrav, olcnrep Kard ro hiKaiov

V7T7JPXOV, at 8e XP'^^^'-S KOLval rrdai rols Beofievois

rd)V TToXirdJv.

36 "lacos dv ovv ris einrLyLrjaeLe rols elpr^fievois, on
rds fjiev rrpd^cLS €7Tatvd) rds iv e/cetVot? rots

" That is, their own sense of right and wrong (almost their

sympathy) as distinguished from the legal sense. See
Aristotle's distinction between equity and justice in Rhet.

1374 b 21. " The arbitrator," he says, " looks to equity ;

the judge, to law."
* C/. Antid. 142, where he charges the Athenian juries
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after much trouble, only a mere fraction of their

venture ; on the contrary, they felt as secure about
the money which was lent out as about that which
was stored in their own coffers. For they saw that

in cases of contract the judges were not in the'^-^,

habit of indulging their sense of equity '^ but were /
strictly faithful to the laws ; and that they did not

in trying others seek to make it safe for them-
selves to disobey the law,** but were indeed more
severe on defaulters than were the injured themselves,

since they believed that those who break do\\'n

confidence in contracts do a greater injury to the

poor than to the rich ; for if the rich were to stop

lending, they would be deprived of only a slight

revenue, whereas if the poor should lack the help

of their supporters they would be reduced to
,

desperate straits. And so because of this confidence

no one tried to conceal his wealth "^ nor hesitated to

lend it out, but, on the contrary, the wealthy were
better pleased to see men borrowing money than
paying it back ; for they thus experienced the

double satisfaction—which should appeal to all

right-minded men—of helping their fellow-citizens

and at the same time making their o\\ti property
productive for themselves. In fine, the result of
their dealing honourably \\'ith each other was that

the ownership of property was secured to those to

whom it rightfully belonged, while the enjoyment of

property was shared by all the citizens who needed it.

But perhaps some might object to what I have
said on the ground that I praise the conditions of

with condoning depravitj' in others in order to make
depravitj' safe for themselves.

' As now, from the sycophants. See Antid. 8, note. The
present state of affairs is described in Antid. 159 ff.
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[147] xpovois yeyevrjixevas , ras S' atria? ov (f>pdl,co, hi

a? ovTCo KaXcx>s koL to. irpog (7<f)ds avrovs €t)(ov Kai

TTjv ttoXlv SiipKovv. iyoj S' oifxai [xcv elprjKevai

TC /cat TOtovrov, ov jxrjv dAA' en TrAet'o* Kat aa(f)€-

arepov TTeipdaopLai hiaXe-)(drjvai irepl avraJv.

37 'KkcIvol yap ovk ev fxev rals TratSeiai? ttoXXovs

Tovs eTTtaTarovvras elxov, eVetSi] S' etV dvSpas

SoKLixaadelev, i^rjv avTots ttolcIv 6 ri ^ovXrjdelev,

aXX iv avrdts rals d/Cjuat? irXeovos eTTip^eXeia?

irvyxo-vov -q TraiSe? ovres. ovrco yap rjp.cbv oi

Tvpoyovoi Gcf)68pa irept, ttjv aaj(l)poavvr]v ia7Tov8al,ov,

ware riqv i^ 'Apeiov rrdyov ^ovXrjv eTriarr^aav

eVtyLteAetcr^at rrjs evKoapuiag, rjs ovx oiovr' '^v

fieraax^lv TrXrjv rols KaXo)? yeyovocri /cat jtoXXtjv

dperrjv iv tco ^lco /cat aaxfipoavvqv evSeSeiy/xeVot?,

coctt' et/coTcos' avrrjv SieveyKelv tCjv iv rols "EAAi^crt

38 ovveSpLcov. aripLeioLS 8' dv rts ;^/)rJCTatTO Trepi rdjv

Tore Kadeara>T(vv /cat rots' iv rco Trapovri yiyvo-

" In 20-27.
" See Plato (Protagoras 325 c if.) for a picture of the

education of Athenian boys.
'^ Literally, when they are approved for manhood. At

the age of eighteen, the Athenian youth submitted himself
to an examination on his qualifications for citizenship.

^ In early times, the Council, according to Aristotle

{Constitution of Athens 3), not only had the dutj^ of

guarding the laws, but was the main factor in the govern-
ment of the cit}", and punished at its discretion " all who
misbehaved themselves." It even selected the magistrates
for the several offices {ib. 8). Under Solon the Council
kept its most important powers : it superintended the laws
and guarded the constitution, exercised a censorship over
the citizens " in the most important matters," and corrected

offenders, having plenary authority to inflict punishment
(ib. 8). IJnder Cleisthenes its powers declined, but because
of its wise and patriotic initiative in the Persian Wars it
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life as they were in those days, but neglect to

explain the reasons why our forefathers managed so

well both in their relations with each other and in

their government of the state. Well, I have already

touched upon that question," but in spite of that I

shall now try to discuss it even more fully and more
clearly.

The Athenians of that day were not watched over

by many preceptors ** during their boyhood only to

be allowed to do what they hked when they attained

to manhood ;' on the contrary, they were subjected

to greater supervision in the very prime of their

vigour than when they were boys. For our fore-

fathers placed such strong emphasis upon sobriety

that they put the supervision of decorum in charge

of the Council of the Areopagus **—a body which was
composed exclusively of men who were of noble

birth « and had exempUfied in their lives exceptional

virtue and sobriety, and which, therefore, naturally

excelled all the other councils of Hellas. And we
may judge what this institution was at that time

even by what happens at the present day ; for even

became again the supreme influence of the state {ib. 23),

and remained so until, under the leadership of Ephialtes,

its important powers of supervision and censorship were
taken from it and distributed to the Senate of the Five
Hundred, the General Assemblv, and the Heliastic juries

{ib. -25).

' The Council was made up of ex-archons, who, after

successfully passing an examination at the end of their

terms of office to determine their fitness, became members
of the Areopagus for life. The archons were at first " selected

under qualifications of birth and of wealth." See Aristotle,

Constitution of Athens 3. After the " reforms " of Ephialtes,
the property qualification was dropped, the only requirement
being that of genuine citizenship. See Plutarch, Aristides.
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fjievoLS' krL yap /cat vvv aTTOVToyv rcbv Trepl rrjv

atpeaiv /cat ttjv hoKijxaaiav KarrjfjieX-qnevcov tSoijitev

av Tovs ev rots aAAot? TrpdypiaaLv ovk av€KTOVs
ovras, eTTeiSav els "Apeiov irdyov dva^cocrtv, okvovv-

ras rfj (f)va€i xprjaOaL /cat /xaAAov rois eKel vop,L-

fiOLS -q TOLS avTcov KaKLULS e/x/xeVovra?. tooovtov
(popov cKelvoL TOLs TTOvrjpoLs eveipydaavro y /cat

TOLOvro pLvrjpLelov iv to) totto) ttjs avrcbv dperrjs

/cat aa)(f)po(Jvvrjs iyKareXnTOV.

39 Trjv S-q Totavrrjv, wairep eiTTOV, KVplav iTTOirjaav

rrjs evra^ias eTTt/xeAeta^at, rj tovs p-ev olopcevovs

evravOa ^eXriarovs dvhpas ylyveaOai, Trap' ols ot

voiioi p.€Ta TrXeiarrjs a/cpt^eta? K€ip,evoi rvy-

xdvovaiv, dyvoelv iv6ixit,€v ovSev yap dv KcoXveiv

opLoiovs aTTavras elvai tovs "YiXX-qvas evcKd ye tov

paSiov elvai Ta ypdjxp^aTa Xa^elv Trap* dXXrjXcjv.

40 aAAa yap ovk e/c tovtcov ttjv iiTLSocnv elvai ttjs

apeTTJs, dAA' €/c tcHv /ca^' eKdoTrfv ttjv 7jp,epav

eTTLT-qSevpdTCDV tovs ydp TroAAou? opioiovs toZs

rjOecTLV dTTo^aiveiv, iv ols dv eKaoToi TratSevOoja-LV.

€7T€iTa Td ye^ TrXi^dr) /cat ras dKpt^eias tcov v6p,cvv

arjpLetov elvai tov KaKws olKeladai ttjv ttoXlv

[148] TavTTjv €pL(l>pdyp,aTa ydp avTovs TTOLOvjxevovs ru)V

^ lireira rd ye Schneider : ewel to. ye mss.

" With special reference to the archons, who became
members of the Areopagus. He means that they were no
longer taken necessarily from the best class of citizens.

They did, however, have to undergo an examination {(C'Ovva)

on their conduct in office at the end of their term, and a
further examination (8oKi/j.aaia) before the Council of the

Areopagus to determine their worthiness to become members
of that body. See Gilbert, Greek Constitutional Antiquities

128



AREOPAGITICUS, 38-40

now, when everything connected with the election

and the examination of magistrates " has fallen into

neglect, we shall find that those who in all else that

they do are insufferable, yet when they enter the

Areopagus hesitate to indulge their true nature,

being governed rather by its traditions than by their

o>\ii evil instincts. So great was the fear which its

members inspired in the depraved and such was the

memorial of their own virtue and sobriety which
they left behind them in the place of their assembly.

Such, then, as I have described, was the nature of

the Council which our forefathers charged \\ith the

super\ision of moral discipline—a council which con-

sidered that those who beUeved that the best citizens

are produced in a state where the laws are prescribed

with the greatest exactness '' were bUnd to the truth
;

for in that case there would be no reason why all of

the Hellenes should not be on the same level, at any
rate in so far as it is easy to borrow written codes

from each other. But in fact, they thought, virtue

is not advanced by ^\Titten laws but by the habits

of ever}--day life ; for the majority of men tend to

assimilate the manners and morals amid which they
have been reared. Furthermore, they held that where
there is a multitude of specific laws, it is a sign that ^
the state is badly governed ;

"^ for it is in the attempt
to build up dikes against the spread of crime that

p. 282. What such an examination was like is described by
Aristotle, Constitution ofAthens 55. Perhaps such examina-
tions became largely perfunctory, and this may be the ground
of Isocrates' complaint.

" Cf. Paneg. 78 ; Panath. lU.
' For this idea that the multiplication of Jaws is a

symptom of degeneracy see Tacitus, Ann. ill. 27 : corruptis-

sima republica plurimae leges.
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afjiaprrjixaTCov ttoXXovs rideadat rovs vofjiovs dvay-
41 KaQeaOai. Selv 8e rovs opdchs TToXiTevofxevovs ov

ras (JToas e^xTrnrXavaL ypajJLixdrcxiV, aAA' iv rals

ipvxoug ex^i'V to SiKaiov ov yap rolg i/jT](f)La[jLaatv

aXXd TOis rjOeai KaXaJs OLKeladac ras ttoXcls, Kal

Tovs /xev KaKcos redpap.p.ivovs Kal rovs aKpL^ojs

TOJv v6fX(x)v dvayeypapLfxevovs ToXpL-qcreiv Trapa-

^atVetv, rovs Se KaXcos TreTratSeu/xeVous' Kal rots

42 ctTrAo)? KecfxevoLS ideXijaeiv e/x/i-eVeiv. ravra Sia-

VOT]6eVT€S ov TOVTO TTpWTOV eOKOTTOVV, 8t' OiV KO-

Xdaovai rovg dKoapiovvTas, dXX i^ Jjv irapaoKevd-

aovGL fjLT^Sev avTovs d^iov t,7]p.ias i^afxaprdveiv

TjyovvTo yap tovto pikv avroJv epyov elvai, ro 8e

TrepL ra? rificoplas OTTOvSd^eiv tois e^dpols Trpoa-

tJKeiv.

43 'ATrdvTCov fiev ovv i(f>p6vTi^ov roJv ttoXitcov, jxd-

Xtarra Be rcov vecorepcov. icLpcov yap rovs rrjXiKov-

Tovs rapaxioSearaTa SLaKeifievovs Kal TrXeiarajv

yejJLOVTas enidvp^iaiv, Kal rds if/vxas avrcov fxaXiara

SapiaadijvaL Seo/xeVa? e7rtju,eAetat? KaXcbv emrrjBev-

//.(XTCtJV Kal TTOvoL? TjSovds exovGLv iv fMovois yap
dv rovTOLS ififielvaL rovs iXevdepoJS redpafx/Jievovs

/cat jX€yaXo(f>poveLV eWtafievovs.

44 "Arravras fiev ovv inl rds avrds dyeiv hiarpi^ds

ovx olovr rjv, dvcvfidXcos rd rrepl rov ^iov exovras'

cos 8e Trpos rr^v ovaiav TJpfxoTTev, ovtcos eKdarois

TTpoaerarTov . rovs fiev yap vnoheearepov Tvpar-

Tovras €7tI rds yecopyias Kal rds epLTToptas erpeTTOV,

" Since Solon's time, Athenian laws were posted on
pillars in the " King's Portico," by the market-place. See
Aristotle, Constitution of Athens 7.
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men in such a state feel constrained to multiply the

laws. Those who are rightly governed, on the other

hand, do not need to fill their porticoes " with wTitten

statutes, but only to cherish justice in their souls ;

for it is not by legislation, but by morals, that states pC
are well directed, since men who are badly reared

will venture to transgress even laws which are dra\vn

up with minute exactness, whereas those who are well

brought up vriW be wilhng to respect even a simple

code.* Therefore, being of this mind, our forefathers

did not seek to discover first how they should penaUze
men who were lawless, but how they should produce ^
citizens who would refrain from any punishable act ;

for they thought that this was their duty, while it

was proper for private enemies alone to be zealous

in the avenging of crime. <^

Now our forefathers exercised care over all the
citizens, but most of all over the young. They saw
that at this age men are most unruly of temper and
filled -vnth a multitude of desires,*^ and that their

spirits are most in need of being curbed by devotion
to noble pursuits and by congenial labour ; for only
such occupations can attract and hold men who
have been educated liberally and trained in high-

minded ways.
However, since it was not possible to direct all into

the same occupations, because of differences in their

circumstances, they assigned to each one a vocation
which was in keeping with his means ; for they
turned the needier towards farming and trade, know-

» Cf. Plato, Republic 425 a ff.

' The initiative in bringing criminals to justice was left

largely to private citizens, any one of whom might bring
charges before a court.

"* Cf. Plato, Laws 808 d.
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eiSdres" ras" airopias [xev Sta rag apyias yiyvo-

45 fievas, Ta? Se KaKovpyias 8ia tcls aTTopias' a.v-

aipovvres ovv ttjv a-pyrfv rcov KaKcov aTraXXd^eiv

ojovTO /cat Tcov dXXojv dp.aprrjfxdrcov rcov fxer^

€K€LvrjV yLyvo[xev(x)v. tovs Se ^lov 'iKavov KeKTrj-

fxevovs TTepi ttjv LTnriKrjv Kal rd yvpLvdaia Kal rd
KvvTjyeaLa Kal ttjv (f>LXoao(f)iav rjvdyKaaav 8ia-

TpL^eiv, opcovres e/c tovtcov tovs fxev hiacf^ipovras

yiyvojjievovs, rovs 8e rcov TrXeiarcov KaKow dir-

€)(OpL€VOVS

.

46 Kat ravra vo/jiodeTTJaavTes ovSe rov Xolttov

[149] xpovov (hXiycopovv, dXXd SieXofjuevoi rrjv fiev ttoXlv

Kara Kcofxas ttjv Be ;^C(jpav Kara h-qpiovs iOecopovv

rov ^iov rov eKaarov, Kal tovs aKoapLOVvras

dvrjyov els rrjv ^ovXrjv. rj Se roiis piev ivovderet,

ToXs 8 T^TreiAet, rovs 8' d)s TrpoarJKev e/coAa^ev.

7]TTiaravro yap on hvo rponoL rvy)(dvovcrtv ovres

OL Kat TTporpenovres em rds dSiKcas Kal iravovres

47 roiv TTOvqpLcov nap' ols p-ev ydp pbr^re <f)vXaKrj

pLT^SepLia rcjv rotovrcov KadearrjKe puf^d^ at Kpiaets

aKpi^eis etCTt, irapd rovrois p^kv hia(j)deipeadaL

Kal rds enieiKeXs rcov (f>v(jeoiv, ottov 8e pnqre

XaOelv roLs dSiKovai paSiov iari pirjre ^avepoTs

yevopuivoLs avyyviLp,rjs rvx^iv, evravda 8' e^t-

rrjXovs yiyveadai rds KaKorjOelas. drrep e/cetvot

yiyvcooKovres dp-^orepois Karet^ov rovs voXtras,

Kal rals npLCopiais Kal rat? imp-eXecats ' roaovrov

" That is, in training for the races at the festivals.

* There were three gymnasiums in Athens : the Lyceum,
the Academj', and the Cynosarges.
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ing that poverty comes about through idleness, and
evil-doing through poverty. Accordingly, they be-

lieved that by removing the root of evil they would
dehver the young from the sins which spring from it.

On the other hand, they compelled those who pos-

sessed sufficient means to devote themselves to

horsemanship," athletics,^ hunting,*^ and philosophy,**

observing that by these pursuits some are enabled
to achieve excellence, others to abstain from many
\ices.

But when they had laid down these ordinances

they were not negligent regarding what remained
to be done, but, dividing the city into districts and
the country into to^viiships, they kept watch over

the life of every citizen,* haUng the disorderly before

the Council, which now rebuked, now warned, and
again punished them according to their deserts. For
they understood that there are two ways both of

encouraging men to do wrong and of checking them
from evil-doing ; for where no watch is kept over
such matters and the judgements are not strict, there

even honest natures grow corrupt ; but where, again,

it is not easy for >\Tong-doers either to escape detec-

tion or, when detected, to obtain indulgence, there the
impulse to do evil disappears. Understanding this,

they restrained the people from \VTong-doing in both
ways—both by punishment and by watchfulness ; for

« In Aristophanes' Knights, 1382 ff., the reformed Demos
declares that it will henceforth make all these demagogues
take to hunting and give up concocting " decrees "for the
Assembly,

"* The cultivated life. See Paneg. 47 fF.

* The supervision of the young through guardians
appointed by districts survives in the later period. See
Aristotle, Constitution of Athens 42.
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yap eheov avrovs XavOdveiv ol kukov tc SeSpa-

k6t€s, cScrre /cat rovs eTriSo^ovs afjLapTT]a€adai rt

48 nporjadavovTO . roiyapovv ovk iv tols aKipa(f)€Lois

OL veojTepoL Sterpi^ov, ou8^ iv rais avXrjTpLaiv,

OvS' €V TOLS rOLOVTOLS GvXKoyOL'S iv OLS vvv Si-

T]fiep€vovaLV dAA iv tols iTTLTrjSevjJLaaLV epLevov ev

OLS €Tax6f](yo.v, dav/jLci^ovTes Kal ^rjXovvTes tovs

'eV TOVTOLS 7Tpa>T€VOVTaS. OVTCO 8' €(f>€VyOV T7]V

ayopdv, ojctt el /cat ttotc SLeXdelv dvayKaadelev,

IxeTOL TToXXrjs atSou? xal aw(f)poavvrjs i(f)aLVOVTO

49 TOVTO TTOLOVVTeg . dvT€L7T€LV §6 TOLS TTp€U^VT€pOLS

r] XoLSopi^aaadaL SeLvoTcpov ivofJLLl^ov rj vvv irepi

Tovs yovias iiafxapTelv. iv KaTTrjXeicp he <j>ayeLV

7] TTL€LV OuSeis" Oj3S' dv OLKeTrjS iTTLCLKTjS CToX-

fjL-qaev aejxvvveadaL yap ifxeXeTcov, dAA' ov ^cojjlo-

Xo)(^evea6aL. /cat tovs evTpaTriXovs 8e /cat tows'

CTKa)7TT€LV SwaflivOVS , OVS vvv €V(f>V€LS TTpOU-

ayopevovaLV, iKclvoi SvaTVxeis ivo/JLL^ov.

50 Kat jx-qSels oliadco pue hvaKoXws Sta/cetcr^at TTpos

TOVS TavTTjv exovras ttjv rjXLKLav. ovt€ yap T]yov-

)Ltat TOVTOVS aLTLOvs eivaL tcjv yiyvop,€va)v, avvoLoa

re Tols ttXglgtols avTcbv -qKLCTTa ;;^atpoi»CTt TavT'Q

TTj KaTaoTdaeL, 8t' r]v e^eaTLV avTols ev rat?

d/coAacrtats" raurats' SLaTpL^eLV ojctt ovk av

[150] €Lk6tOJS TOVTOLS ijTlTLpLWrjV , dXXd TToXv OLKaLO-

T€pov TOLS oXiycp TTpo rjfjLcov TTjv ttoXlv SLOLKiqaaULV

.

51 iKeivoL yap rjoav ol TrpoTpiijjavTes i-nl TauTas Ta?

« The same picture of degeneracy is found in Antid. 287.

Cf. Theopompus in Athenaeus 532 d.

" Cf. Aristophanes, Clouds 991 ; Plato, Theaet. 173 c, d.

'^ Cf. Aristophanes, Clouds 998.
^ The same expression is used in Antid. 286.

' Cf. Antid. 284.
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so far from failing to detect those who had gone astray,

they actually saw in advance who were likely to com-
mit some offence. Therefore the young men did not

waste their time in the gambling-dens or with the

flute-girls or in the kind of company in which they

now spend their days," but remained steadfastly in

the pursuits to which they had been assigned, ad-

miring and emulating those who excelled in these.

And so strictly did they avoid the market-place that

even when they were at times compelled to pass

through it, they were seen to do this with great

modesty and sobriety of manner.* To contradict

one's elders or to be impudent to them '^ was then
considered more reprehensible than it is nowadays
to sin against one's parents ; and to eat or drink in

a tavern was something which no one, not even an
honest slave, would venture to do ;

** for they culti-

vated the manners of a gentleman, not those of a

buffoon ; and as for those who had a turn for jesting

and playing the clown, whom we to-day speak of as

clever wits, they were then looked upon as sorry fools.*

But let no one suppose that I am out of temper
\vith the younger generation : I do not think that

they are to blame for what goes on, and in fact I

know that most of them are far from pleased with

a state of affairs which permits them to waste their

time in these excesses ; so that I cannot in fairness

censure them, when it is much more just to rest the
blame upon those who directed the city a little before

our time ;
f for it was they who led on our youth to

' He is thinking of Ephialtes and those who, following
in his footsteps, made Athens more " democratic." Aris-
totle says that following the archonship of Ephialtes " the
administration of the state became more and more lax,"
Const, of Athens 26.
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oAiycoptas Kal KaraXvaavre? rr]v ri]^ ^ovXrjg

ovvajXLV. rjs eTTiaTarovcrrjs ov SiKoJv ov8^ ey-

KXr^lxdroiV ouS' elacjiopaJv ovSe Trevlas ovhe TToXefXCov

7] TToXig eycfxev, dAAot Kal npos aAAr^Aous' rjovx^iav

etxov /cat Trpo? rous dXXovg airavras elpTqvrjV rjyov.

napelxov yap a^ds avrovs rols fxev "EAAt^cti

52 TTiarovs, rols Se ^ap^dpoig ^o^epovs' tovs p-^v

yap aeaoiKores rjaav, irapd 8e tcov Slktjv r-qXi-

KavTiqv eiXrj<f}6T€g , war^ dyandv eKecvovg el pr^Sev

ert KaKov Trdax^oiev

.

ToiydproL 8ta ravra perd rocravrrjg d(j(f)aX€Las

Sirjyov, ojare KaXXiovs etvai Kal TToXvreXearepas

ras oiK-qaeis Kal rds KaraaKevds Tag em rcbv

aypdJv rj rag evrog reixovg, Kal TioXXovg rcov ttoXl-

rcov pbrjh elg rag eoprdg elg darv Kara^alveiv, aAA'

aipeladai peveiv cttI rolg Ihioig dyadoZg pdXXov rj

53 Twv KOLVcov d7ToX.av€LV. ovSe ydp rd Trepl rdg deoj-

piag, (vv eveK dv ng 'qXdev, daeXydJg ovS virep-

r](f)dviog dXXd vovv exdvTOjg enoLovv. ov yap e/c

Tiov 7Top,7TCOV oj}8' eK TCOV TTepl Tdg ;(o/37jytas

^cXoveiKidjv ouS' e/c tcuv tolovtojv aXal^oveiwv ttjv

evSaipioviav ehoKipat,ov , dAA' e/c tov aa)(f)p6vojg

<• It was not yet the " litigious Athens," ridiculed in

Aristophanes' Wasps.
* By the sycophants especially. See Antid. 8, note.
" Special taxes levied for war purposes on the well-to-do

citizens.
* Athens was impoverished by her wars, Peace 19.

« Cf. 80 and Paneg. 117-118.'

^ Demosthenes contrasts the magnificence of the temples

and public buildings in Athens with the unpretentiousness

of private houses in the " good old days " when the house
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this spirit of heedlessness and destroyed the power

of the Areopagus. For while this Council maintained

its authority, Athens was not rife with law-suits," or

accusations,* or tax-leWes,*^ or poverty,** or war ; on the

contrar}', her citizens lived in accord with each other

and at peace with mankind, enjoying the good \\ill

of the Hellenes and inspiring fear in the barbarians
;

for thev had saved the Hellenes from destruction

and had punished the barbarians so severely that

the latter were well content if only they might suffer

no further injury.*

And so, because of these things, our forefathers

lived in such a degree of security that the houses

and estabhshments in the country were finer and
more costly than those \^'ithin the city-walls,-^ and
many of the people never visited Athens even for

the festivals, preferring to remain at home in the

enjoyment of their own possessions rather than share

in the pleasures dispensed by the state. For even

the public festivals, which might otherwise have
drawn many to the city, were not conducted with

extravagance or ostentation, but with sane modera-
tion, since our people then measured their well-being,

not by their processions or by their efforts to outdo
each other in fitting out the choruses,^' or by any such

empty shows, but by the sobriety of their govem-

of a Miltiades or of an Aristides was no finer than any other,

third Olynthiac 25 if.

' The training and fitting out of a chorus for a dramatic
festival was one of the ser\ices (liturgies) rendered to

the state bj- the more wealthy citizens. See Peace 138, note.

Isocrates here complains of the expensive and ostentatious

rivalry in such matters. See below :
" garments spangled

with gold." The cost of such a service in some cases
amounted to as much as five thousand drachmas.
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OLKelv /cai rod ^lov rod Kad^ rjfMepav Kal tov

fjLTjSeva TOJv ttoXltcov OLTTopeiv Tcov €7nrrjheicx)v

.

'E^ (LvTrep XPV Kpivecv rovs cos o-XtjOcos €V

64 TTpdrrovras /cat p.r] (f)opTi.Kcog TToXirevop^dvovs' €7T€l

vvv ye Tts" ovK av €ttI roZ's yiyvopiivoLs rGiv eS

(f)povovvTcov dXyt^aeLev, orav tSr) voXXovs ru>v

ttoXltwv avTovg p,€v irepl rcov dvayKalcov, eW*

e^ovoLV etre fi-q, rrpo rtov hLKaarrjpiojv KXripov-

fievovs, Tcov 8' 'EXX'qvcov rovs iXavveiv rds vavs

^ovXajxevovs Tp€cf>€t,v d^iovvrag, Kal ;\;opeyoi'Tas'

fiev ev -)(pvaoLS i/xaTiot?, X^'^I^^C'^^'''^^
^' ^^ roiov-

TOLS ev ots ov ^ovXopLai Xeyeiv, Kal roiaura? aAAa?

evavTLioaeLS rrepL rrjv StoiKrjaLV yLyvojJievas, at

[xeydXrjv ata)(vvr]V rfj voXei noiouaiv;

55 'Q,if ovSev rjv evr' eKeivrjs rrjs ^ovXrjs' aTTi^AAa^e

yap Tovs fiev Trdvrjras tcov aTTopicov rats ipyaaiais

[151] Kal ratg Trapd tcjv ixdvTcov ci(^eAtats", rovs 8e

vecorepovs row dKoXaaidJv rols imr-qSevixacn /cat

Tat? avrcjv eTrt/xeAetat?, rovs 8e TToXirevofxevovs

rwv TrXeove^Lcov rats Tt/xcoptat? /cat rep /jlt] Xav-

ddveiv rovs dSiKovvras, rovs 8e Trpea^vrepovs

ra)v ddvfjLLCvv rals rifials rats TToXiriKals Kal rais

vapd roJv vecorepcov depaneiais. Kairot ttcos dv

" Six thousand citizens were selected by lot each year to

constitute the " Heliastic " Court. These were divided into

ten sections of five hundred each, one thousand being held

in reserve as substitutes. The number of jurymen required

varied from day to day, and each morning the required

number was picked out by lot. Service on the jury was at

first without pay, but now (and since Pericles) the pay was
three obols a daj-—a paltry sum, but fought for by the

populace, to manv of whom this meant " bread and butter."

Cf. Peace 130 ; Antid. 152.
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ment, by the manner of their daily hfe, and by the

absence of want among all their citizens.

These are the standards by which one should

judge whether people are genuinely prosperous and

not living in vulgar fashion. For as things now
are, who among intelligent men can fail to be

chagrined at what goes on, when we see many of

our fellow-citizens drawing lots in front of the law-

courts to determine whether they themselves shall

have the necessaries of life," yet thinking it proper

to support at their expense any of the Hellenes who
will deign to row their ships ;

'' appearing in the

public choruses in garments spangled with gold, yet

hving through the winter in clothing which I refuse

to describe ; and sho\\ing other contradictions of the

same kind in their conduct of affairs, which bring

great shame upon the city ?

Nothing of the sort happened when the Areopagus
was in power ; for it delivered the poor from want
by providing them with work and with assistance

from the wealthy, the young from excesses by en-

gaging them in occupations and by watching over

them, the men in public life from the temptations

of greed bv imposing punishments and by letting no
wTong-doer escape detection, and the older men from
despondency by securing to them public honours and
the devotion of the young. How then could there

* At the beginning of the Peloponnesian War, Athenian
triremes (ships of war) were commanded by citizens, but
the crews (rowers) were made up of hirelings recruited from
everywhere—the scum of the earth, according to Peace 79,

At that time the soldiers were Athenian citizens. Later the
reverse was true : the fleet was manned by citizens, while
the land troops were mercenaries. See Peace 48.
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yevoLTO ravrrjg ttXclovos d^ia TToXtrela, rrjs ovtco

KaXa>s diravTCov tcov Trpayfidrcov eTnfjieX-qdeicrrjs

;

56 Uepi fxev ovv tcov ttotc KadeaTturcov rd fxev

TrXeZara SteXrjXvdafiev ocra 8e TrapaXeXoiTrafxev , eV
TCOV eiprjfjievcov, otl KdK^lva tov avTOV Tpoirov et^e

TouTOis', pcxSiov ioTi KaTafxadelv. tJSt] Se TLves

aKovaavTes p.ov TavTa 8l€^i6vtos iTrrjveaav jxev cJjs

OLOVTe /xaAtCTTtt, /cat tovs npoyovovs epjaKapiaav

57 OTL TOV TpOTTOV TOVTOV TTjV TToXlV hlCxiKOVV , OV /jLrjV

vfxdg ye coovto TreiadiqaeadaL )(prjadaL tovtols,

aXX alp'qaeaOai 8td ttjv avv-qdeiav ev rot? Ka9-
eaTrjKoai irpdyixaaL KaKOTradelv [xdXXov r) /jueTd

77oAtTetas" aKpL^eoTepas dfjietvov tov ^iov Sidyeiv.

elvai 8' e(f}aaav ejxol koI Kivhwov, [jltj Td ^eArtcrTa

avjji^ovXevcov pLiaohrjixos elvai So^co /cat ttjv ttoXlv

l,r)T€iv els oXiyapxtCLv ifji^aXeXv.

58 Eycu 8' et [xev Trepl irpaypLaTCov dyvoovfji€vcov

Kat, p,7] KOLVcov TOVS Xoyovs eTTOLovfirjv, /cat Trepl

TovTcov eKeXevov v[xds iXeaOai avvehpovs rj avy-

ypa(f)€as, 8t' Sv 6 Srjpios KaTeXvOrj to irpoTepov,

eiKOTCos dv elxov TavT-qv ttjv aiTLav vvv 8' ovhev

€Lpr]Ka ToiovTOV, dXXd 8teiAey/>tat Trepl 8tot/C7^crea>s'

59 ovK dTTOKeKpufXfJievTjg dXXd Trdcn ^avepds, rjv

TTavTes LGTe /cat Trarptav rjjjLLV ovaav /cat nXeiaTCov

dyadcov /cat Tfj iroXei /cat tols d'AAots' "EAArjo-ti^

atTLOv yeyevrjfjievrjv, irpos 8e tovtols vtto tolovtcov

dvhpdJv vo/JLodeTTjOelcrav /cat KaTaaTadelaav, ovs

" The ready retort of demagogues to any critic of ochlo-

cracy. See Antid. 318 and note ; Aristophanes, Plutus 570.
* The very word (cn'77pa</)€rs) which was used of the board

of twenty men appointed to make recommendations of a
change in the constitution before the establishment of the

oligarchy of the Four Hundred, 411 b.c.
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be a polity of greater worth than this, which so

excellently watched over all the interests of the

state ?

I have now discussed most of the features of the

constitution as it once was, and those which I have

passed over may readily be judged from those which
I have described, since they are of the same character.

However, certain people who have heard me discuss

this constitution, while praising it most unreservedly

and agreeing that our forefathers were fortunate in

ha\ing governed the state in this fashion, have never-

theless expressed the opinion that you could not be
persuaded to adopt it, but that, because you have
grown accustomed to the present order, you would
prefer to continue a ^\Tetched existence under it

rather than enjoy a better life under a stricter C-*

politv ; and thev warned me that I even ran the risk,

although gi\ing you the very best advice, of being

thought an enemy of the people and of seeking to

turn the state into an oligarchy."

Well, if I were proposing a course which was un-

famihar and not generally known, and if I were urging

you to appoint a committee or a commission ^ to

consider it, which was the means through which the

democracy was done away ^\^th before, there might
be some reason for this charge. I have, however,
proposed nothing of the kind, but have been dis-

cussing a government whose character is hidden
from no one, but e\ident to all—one which, as you
all know, is a heritage from our fathers, which has

been the source of numberless blessings both to

Athens and to the other states of Hellas, and which
was, besides, ordained and estabhshed by men who
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ovBeis OOTLS ovK dv ofioXoy^Geie Sr]fxort,Ka>rdrovs

yeyevfjadai rojv ttoXltcov. cucrre Travrcuv dv fjLoi

avfjL^aLr] Seivorarov, el roiavrrjv TToXtrelav ela-

riyovjxevos vecorepcov So^at/xt Trpayfjidrcov eTn^u/zetv.

60 "Kneira KaKeWev pdhiov yvcovai rrjv iixrjv

[152] SidvoLav iv yap rots TrXeiaroLs rcov Xoycov rcov

elprjfjievwv v-n e^ov ^avqaopLai, rals /xev oAty-

apxtais Kal rals TrXeove^lats iTTCTLjJidJv, rds 8'

taoTTjras /cat to,? SrjjjiOKparias eTTaivihv, ov ndaas,
dXXd rds KaXcos KadearrjKVias, ovS' d>s erv^ov,

61 aAAo, St/catco? /cat Xoyov e)(ovTcos. olSa ydp rovs

re TTpoyovovs rovs 'q/xerepovs ev ravrrj rfj Kara-
ardaei ttoXv rwv dXXojv hieveyKovras, Kal Aa/ce-

BaL/xoviovs 8id rovro KaXXiara TToXirevofxevovs,

on fxdXicrra SrjuoKparovfievoL rvyxdvovatv . iv ydp

rfj rwv dpxd)v aipeaei /cai rw ^ia> rw Kad

TjiJLepav Kal rols dXXots eTTLrT^SevfiaaLv tSotjuev dv

Trap avroLS rds Lcror'qras /cat ras opioiorrjras

fidXXov •^ TTapd rols dXXoLS t-axpovaas' ots at jxev

oXtyapxiCLt, TToXefjiOvaiv, ol Se KaXcos S-qpiOKparov-

pievoL p^/aaj/xev-ot SiareXovaiv.

62 TcDiL' roivvv dXXojv TToXecov rals €Tn(f>av€ardraLs

Kal pbeyturaLS, rjv e^erd^ecv ^ovXrjdwpiev, evprj-

aopuev rds hrjpoKparias pdXXov r) rds 6Xiyapxl-(i-S

avp.(f)epovaas' eTrel Kal rrjv rjpLerepav rroXt-reiav,

•fj
irdvres einrLpLUiaiv, '^v Trapa^dXcopiev avrrjv p.7j

TTpds rrjv utt' ipLov prjOeiaav dXXd irpds rrjv vtto

rdjv rpiaKovra Karaardaav, ovhels oaris ovk dv

" Those who did, not what the people liked, but what was
for their good. So Solon is called SrnxoTLKwraros, 16.

* See especially Paneg. 105 IF. ; General Introd. p. xxxviii.

" Exclusive of the Perioeci and the Helots. See Aristotle,

Politics 1294 b 18 if.
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would be acknowledged by all the world to have

been the best friends of the people " among the

citizens of Athens ; so that it would be of all things

most absurd if I, in seeking to introduce such a

polity, should be suspected of favouring revolution.

Furthermore, it is easy to judge of my purpose

from the fact that in most of the discourses '' which

I have written, you will find that I condemn olig- -

archies and special privileges, Avhile I commend
equal rights and democratic governments—not all

of them, but those which are well-ordered, praising

them not indiscriminately, but on just and reasonable

grounds. For I know that under this constitution

our ancestors were far superior to the rest of the

world, and that the Lacedaemonians are the best

governed of peoples because they are the most
democratic ;

"^ for in their selection of magistrates,

in their daily life, and in their habits in general, we
may see that the principles of equity and equality

have greater influence than elsewhere in the world

—

principles to which oligarchies are hostile, while well-

ordered democracies practise them continually.

Moreover, if we will examine into the history of

the most illustrious and the greatest of the other

states, we shall find that democratic forms of govern-

ment are more advantageous for them than ohg-
archies. For if we compare our own government
—which is criticized by everyone **—not with the old

democracy which I have described, but with the rule

which was instituted by the Thirty,* there is no
one who would not consider our present democracy

" See 15.
• The oligarchy of the thirty " Tyrants," instituted with

the help of the Spartans at the end of the Peloponnesian
War, 404 b.c.
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63 deo7TOL7]rov elvaL vojxLaeLev. ^ovXoixai 8', et /cat

TLves jJie ^TjCTovGiv €^a> TTJs VTTodeaeiDs Xdyeiv,

SrjAcuCTat /cat SieXdeZv oaov avrrj rrjs Tore Si'qveyKev,

Lva /xrjSels o'iiqTai fie ra fiev dfiapT-^fxara rov Sry/xou

Atar OLKpi^cos i^erdt,€LV, el 8e rt KaXov ^ aeyuvov

8ia7r€7TpaKraL, ravra Se TrapaXeiTreiv. earai 8' o

Aoyos' ovre fiaKpos ovr^ dvu>(f)€Xr]? tols aKovovcrtv.

64 'EttciSt) yap rd? i^au? rd? Trept 'EAATyaTrov-TOt'

(XTTajXeaafxev /cat rat? avpu^opals eKeivaLs rj ttoXls

TTepteTreae, tls ovk ot8e twv npea^VTepcov tovs fiev

SrjfjiOTLKovs KaXovfievovs erot/xofs" ovras onovv
TTaaxeiv vrrep rod ju.'q TTOieiv to TrpoaTaTTOfievov

,

/cat Seti'di^ rjyovfxevovs et ri? oi/jerai rrjv ttoXlv ttjv

Twv 'EiXAijvcov dp^aaav, ravTrjv v(f)' irepoLS oiiaav,

TOi)? 8e rijs oXiyapxi-o-S eTndvjjirjcTavras eTOifJLCos

/cat rd relxv Kadaipovvras /cat rrjv SovXeuav vtto-

65 jjievovras; /cat Tore fxev, ore to ttXtjOos tjv Kvpiov

153] Tcov TTpayjxaTCiiv, rjjjids Tds tcov dXXojv d/cpoTroAei?

(f)povpovvTas, iTTCiSr] 8' ol rptd/covra TrapeXa^ov

TTJV TToXiTciav , Tovs TToXefjiiovs TTjv 'q/xcTepav

exovTag; /cat /card /xet- eKeXvov tov ;\;/)oi/ov

8e(77roTas' rjfjidJv dvTas AaKehaipLOVLOvs , iireiSr] 8'

Ol (f)€vyovTes KaTeXdovTes TroAe/xett' UTrep T'^S'

iXevOepLas eToXpuqaav /cat Koi^ojp' vavjxaxd)v ivi-

KTjcre, TTpeu^eis iXdovTas Trap' avTcov /cat 8i8ovTas'

66 Tjj TToXcL TTjv dpxrjv T-qv TTJs OaXdTTTjs; /cat /xev

" At the Battle of Arginusae, 406 B.C., the beginning of

the end of the Peloponnesian War.
* Many of them had been exiled by the Thirty or had

fled for their lives. Thrasybuliis placed himself at their

head, defeated the Thirty in battle, and restored the

democracy. See Xen. Hell. ii. 4. 10 ff.

' One of the terms insisted on by Lysander was that the
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a divine creation. And I desire, even though some
\\-ill complain that I am straying from my subject,

to expound and to explain how much superior this

government is to that of the Thirty, in order that

I may not be accused of scrutinizing too minutely

the mistakes of our democracy, while overlooking

the many fine things which it has achieved. I

promise, however, that the story will not be long or

without profit to my hearers.

When we lost our fleet in the Hellespont " and our

city was plunged into the disasters of that time,

who of our older men does not know that the
" people's party," ^ as they were called, were ready

to go to any length of hardship to avoid doing what
the enemy commanded, deeming it monstrous that

anyone should see the city which had ruled over the

Hellenes in subjection to another state, whereas

the partisans of ohgarchy were ready both to tear

dowTi the walls "^ and to submit to slavery ? Or that

at the time when the people were in control of

affairs, we placed our garrisons in the citadels of

other states, whereas when the Thirty took over the

government, the enemy occupied the Acropolis of

Athens ? "* Or, again, that during the rule of the

Thirty the Lacedaemonians were our masters, but

that when the exiles returned and dared to fight

for freedom, and Conon won his naval victory,*

ambassadors came from the Lacedaemonians and
offered Athens the command of the sea ? ^ Yes,

" long walls " connecting Athens with the Piraeus be
demolished.

•* Lysander kept a Spartan garrison on the Acropolis
during the rule of the Thirty. See Peace 90-2 ; Antid. 319.

' The Battle of Cnidus, 394 b.c, re-established the power
of Athens. ' See Evagoras 68.
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8r) Kal TCtSe tls ov jjuvrjixovevei rcov tjXlklcotcov

ToJv eficov, rr]v fiev hr^fxaKpariav ovtoj Koafi'^aaaav

TTjV TToXtV Kal TOLS L€pots Kal TOtS" OGLOIS, COCTt'

€Tt /cat VVV TOVS d(l)LKVOVfl€VOVS vopLL^etv aUTT^V

a^lav exvai fxrj jjLovov ra>v 'EAAt^i^oiv ap-^eiv aXXa
Kal rcov aAAojv aTrdvrcov, rovs Se rpiaKovra rwv
fiev dpieX-^aavTas , rd 8e avX'qaavras , rovs 8e

veioaoiKOVs iin Kadaipeaei rpicbv raXdvrcvv a-no-

SopLevovs, els ovs rj ttoXls dvqXcDGev ovk iXdrrw

67 ;)^tAta»v TaXdvTcov ; dXXd pirjv ovSe ttjv TrpaorrjTa

SiKaiCDS dv TLS eTraLveaeie Tqv e/cetVcof pcaXXov

rj TTjv Tov hrfpLOV. ol pcev yap ^Ty^tCT/xart Trapa-

Xa^ovres ttjv ttoXiv TtevraKoaiovs p.€v Kal x^Xiovs

rwv ttoXltojv dKpLrovs dTreKreivav, elg Se tov

Heipaid (^vyelv irXeiovs r) 7T€VTaKia)(i'Xtovs rjvay-

Kaaav ol 8e KpaTqaavres Kal pied^ ottXcov Kar-

LovTes, avTOVs rovs atTicordrovs tojv KaKcov av-

eXovreg, ovtcd rd irpos rovs dXXovs KaXdJs xai

vopiipicxjs StipKYjaav, (Lore pcrjSev eXarrov e;(eiv

68 rovs €K^aX6vras rcjv KareXd6vra>v . o Se TrdvTCOV

KdXXtarov Kal pieytarov rcKpL'^pLov rrjs eTneiKeias

TOV S-^piov Savetaapievcov yap tcov iv aarei

p.eLvdvTCL)V cKaTOV rdXavra irapd AaKeSatpLOVicov

els Tr]v TToXiopKiav rdJv tov UeLpatd /cara-

o)(dvTOjv, eKKXiqatas yevopievrjs Trepi airohoGews tcjv

" In almost the same terms he praises Pericles for his

adornment of Athens, Ant'id. 234.
* The bitterest denunciation of the misrule of the Thirty

is in the oration Against Eratosthenes, by Lysias. At its

close, he speaks of the sacrilege of the Thirty, particularly

in selling oif the treasures stored in the temples, and of
their tearing down the dockyards of the Piraeus.

" An example of irony (litotes), a figure sparingly used
by Isocrates. Cf. " outworn " in Paneg. 92.
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and who of my own generation does not remember
that the democracy so adorned the city with temples
and public buildings that even to-day visitors from
other lands consider that she is worthy to rule not

only over Hellas but over all the world ;
** while

the Thirty neglected the public buildings, plundered
the temples, and sold for destruction for the sum of

three talents the dockyards ^ upon which the city

had spent not less than a thousand talents ? And
surely no one could find grounds to praise the

mildness *^ of the Thirty as against that of the people's

rule ! For when the Thirty took over the city, by
vote of the Assembly,** they put to death fifteen

hundred Athenians * without a trial and compelled
more than five thousand to leave Athens and take
refuge in the Piraeus,^ whereas when the exiles

overcame them and returned to Athens under arms,
these put to death only the chief perpetrators of

their vvTongs and dealt so generously and so justly

by the rest » that those who had driven the citizens

from their homes fared no worse than those who
had returned from exile. But the best and strongest

proof of the fairness of the people is that, although
those who had remained in the city had borrowed
a hundred talents from the Lacedaemonians'' with
which to prosecute the siege of those who occupied
the Piraeus, yet later when an assembly of the people
was held to consider the payment of the debt, and

'' Under duress. See Xen. Hell. ii. 3. 2.
' The same number is given in Against Lochites 1 1

.

' Only those enjoyed the franchise under the Thirty who
were in the catalogue of the approved " three thousand."
See Apainst Callimachus 17.

" Cf. Plato, Menej-. 2iS e.

* See Lysias, Against Eratosthenes 59.
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Xpy][J'O.T(x)v, Kal Xeyovrwv ttoXXcov ojs StVatdv iart,

StaAueti^ TO. TTpos Aa/ceSat/xovtoy? [xrj rovs ttoXi-

opKovfJievovs dXXa rovs Saveiaajjievovs , eSo^e tw
69 S'^fxa) KOLVTjV TTOi'qaaGdaL rrjv OLTToSoatv . /cat yap

rot Sta ravTiqv rrjv yvcojx'qv els TOiavrrjv rjixds

[154] 6[x6voLav KareaTTjcrav Kal roaovrov CTTiSoOrat t7]v

ttoXlv inoLrjaav, ware AaKcSaipoviovs , rovs ^tti

rijs oXiyapx^as oXiyov helv Kad^ eKaarrrjv rrjV

rjfjL€pav TTpoardrrovras rjfjuv, iXdecv cttI rrjs Siqp.o-

Kpartas cKerevaovras /cat he7]aopiivovs p-rj TrepuSelv

avrovs dvaardrovs yevopevovs. to 8 ovv /ce^a-

Aatov rfjs eKarepcov Stavota? roiovrov rjv oi pev

yap Tj^iovv rajv p,€v ttoXltcov dpx^tv, rols Se

TToXepLOLs SovXeveiv, ol Se rix)v p,ev dXXcov apx^i-v,

rols 8e TToXirais taov ^x^iv.

70 Taura 8e htrjXdov Svolv eVe/ca, Trpcorov pev

ipavrov eTrtSet^at fiovXopevos ovk oXiyapxicov

ouSe TrXeove^LOiv dXXd St/cata? /cat Koaptas €ttl-

dvpovvra TToXireias , CTretra rds SrjpoKpanas ras

re KaKois KadearrjKvias eXarrovcov avp<^opa)V

atria? ytyvopevas, rds re KaXws TToXirevopevas

TTpoexovaas raJ SiKatorepas elvai /cat Koivorepas

/cat rols XP^P^^'^^^ rjhiovs.

71 Tdx' ovv dv ris Oavpdaeie, ri ^ovXopevos avri

rijs TToXtreias rijs ovrco rroXXd /cat /caAa hiaTreTTpay-

p.evrjs erepav vpds Treido) peraXaBelv, /cat rivos

eveKa vvv pev ovrco KaA<x>s ey/ce/ccD/xta/ca rT]v

" This is attested by Aristotle {Const, of Athens 40) in a

passage which pays a high compliment to the admirable
spirit in which the feud between the two parties was wiped
out,
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when many insisted that it was only fair that the

claims of the Lacedaemonians should be settled, not

by those who had suffered the siege, but by those

who had borrowed the money, nevertheless the

people voted to pay the debt out of the public

treasury." And in truth it was because of this

spirit that they brought us into such concord with

each other and so far advanced the power of the city

that the Lacedaemonians, who under the rule of the

oligarchy laid their commands upon us almost every

day, under the rule of the people came begging and
supplicating us not to allow them to be driven from
their homes.* In a word the spirit of the two parties

was this : the oHgarchies were minded to rule over

their fellow-citizens and be subject to their enemies ;

the people, to rule over the world at large and share

the power of the state on equal terms with their

fellow-citizens

.

I have recounted these things for two reasons :

because I wanted to show, in the first place, that I

am not in favour of oligarchy or special pri\ilege,

but of a just and orderly government of the people,

and, in the second place, that even badly constituted

democracies are responsible for fewer disasters than
are ohgarchies, while those which are well-ordered

are superior to oligarchies in that they are more
just, more impartial, and more agreeable to those
who Uve under them.
But perhaps some of you may wonder what my

purpose is in trj-ing to persuade you to exchange
the polity which has achieved so manv fine things

for another, and why it is that after ha\ing just

" After the Battle of Leuctra. See Peace 105 ; Xen. Hell.
vi. 5. 33 flF.
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or]fjiOKpaTLav, orav 8e tvxoj, ttclXlv fxera^aXcbv

72 eTTtrt/xo) Kal Karrjyopcb raJv KaOecrrwrcov . iycb

Se Kal Tcov ISicoTOJv tovs oXiya fxev Karopdovvras

TToAAa 8' i^afiaprdvovras jue/x^ojuat Kal vofxt^oj

(j)avXor€povs etvai rou Seovros, Kal Trpos ye tovtols

Tovs yeyovoras e'/c KaXcov Kayadwv dvhpcov, Kal

fiiKpu) jxev ovras iTnetKearepovs tcov virep^aXXov-

Tojv rats TTOVTjpiaLS , ttoXv Se y^eipovs rchv varepcov,

Xoihopo), Kal crvpi^ovXevaaLjx^ dv avrols Travcraadai

73 TOLOvroLs ovcTLV. Tr]V avTTjV ovv yvojfirjv exo) Kal

TTepL TCOV KOLvayv r^yovyiaL yap heZv 7jp,ds ov jxeya

^povelv ouS' dyaTTav, el KaKoSaifiovrjadvroiv Kal

fiavevTCov dvdpdnrojv vopupuLTepoL yeyovapbev , dXXd

TToXv fidXXov dyavaKreZv Kal ^apecos (fyepeLV, el

X^ipovs Tcbv TTpoyovcov TvyxdvoLfxev ovres' Trpos

yap TTjV eKeivwv dperrjv aAA' ov Trpos ttjv ru)v

rpiaKovra Troviqpiav dfxiXX'qreov rjpXv eariv, dXXcos

re Kal TrpoarJKov rjpilv ^eXriuTOis aTtavrajv dvdpoj-

TTWV elvai.

74 Kat rovTov ecprjKa rov Xoyov ov vvv TrpdJrov,

[155J dAAa TToXXdKLS rjSrj Kal Trpos ttoXXovs. eTTiaTafiaL

yap €v jxev rols dXXois tottols ^voeis eyyiyvop^evas

KapTTcbv Kal Sev8pa)v Kal t^tooiv Ihias ev eKdarois

Kal TToXv Twv dXXoiv hcac/)epovaas, ttjv 8' rjfxeTepav

X<opav dvSpas <f)epeLV Kal Tpe(f)eiv Svvafiemjv ov

jxovov Trpos Tas rexvas Kal rds Trpd^eis Kal tovs

Xoyovs evcfiveoraTOVs , dXXd Kal Trpos dvhpiav Kal

TTpos dperrjv ttoXv hiacjiepovras

.

75 TeK/JLaipeadai 8e SiKaiov eari rols re rraXaiots

dydJaLV, ovs eTronjaavro Trpos 'A/xa^ovas Kai
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now eulogized democracy in such high terms, I veer

about capriciously and criticize and condemn the

present order. Well, I reproach men in private life

when they succeed in a few things and fail in many,
and regard them as falling short of what they ought

to be ; and, more than that, when men are sprung

from noble ancestors and yet are only a Httle better

than those who are distinguished for depravity, and
much worse than their fathers, I rebuke them and
would counsel them to cease from being what they

are. And I am of the same mind also regarding

public affairs. For I think that we ought not to be
proud or even satisfied should we have shown ourselves

more law-regarding than men accursed by the gods

and afflicted ^\1th madness,* but ought much rather

to feel aggrieved and resentful should we prove to be

worse than our ancestors ; for it is their excel-

lence and not the depravity of the Thirty which we
should strive to emulate, especially since it behoves

Athenians to be the best among mankind.
This is not the first time that I have expressed this

sentiment ; I have done so many times and before

many people. For I know that while other regions

produce varieties of fruits and trees and animals,

each peculiar to its locality and much better than

those of other lands, our ovm country is able to

bear and nurture men who are not only the most
gifted in the world in the arts and in the powers of

action and of speech, but are also above all others in

valour and in virtue.^

This conclusion we may justly draw from the

ancient struggles which they carried on against the

" With particular reference to the Thirty.
* Cf. Paneg. 33 ; Peace 94.
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QpaKas /cat YleXoTTOVVT^atovs airavras, Kal rots

KLvSvvoLs TOLS 7T€pl TO. YiepaLKo. yevofxivoLs , iv ols

/cat fxovoi /cat /xera HeXoTTOVvr^crLajv, /cat Tre^o-

[Maxovvres /cat vavfiaxouvres , VLKrjoavres rovs
^ap^dpovs dpicrreLCov -^^nodrjuav cSi' ovBev dv
€7Tpa^av, el jxrj ttoXv ttjv (f)vaiv SnjueyKav.

7(3 Kat jxrjSels oleadco ravrrjv rrjv evXoytav rjfxlv

npoarjKeLV roZs vvv rroXLTevojxevoLs , dXXd ttoXv

TovvavTLOV. etat yap ol tolovtol tcov Xoycov

eTTatvos fjLev tcov a^iovs <J(f)ds avTovs rrjs rcSv

TTpoyovcov dperrjs Trapexdvrcov , KaTTjyopia Se tcDv

rag evyevetas rat? avrcov padvyLiais /cat /ca/ciatj

KaraLaxwovTcov . dnep rjfjbels Troiovp^ev elprjaerai

yap rdXi-jdes. TOLavrrjg yap rjpuv rrjs (f>vaeoiS

VTTapxovcrrjs , ov 8i€(f>vXd^afX€v avrijv, dXX ip,-

ireTTTcoKapiev els dvoiav /cat rapax^jv /cat TTOvqpcbv

7rpayp,dTOjv e7TLdvp,iav.

77 AAAo. yap r^v erraKoXovdct) tols evovaiv eni-

TLp,rj(Tat /cat Karrjyoprjaat rcov evearoircov irpay-

p,aTOJV, Se8ot/ca p,r] rroppoi Xiav rrjs VTToBeaeoJS

dTTOTrXavrjdd). Trepi pev ovv tovtcov /cat Trporepov

elprjKap,ev , /cat ttoXlv epovpev, tjv prj TreiacDpev

vp.ds TTavaaadat roiavr e^ap,aprdvovras' rrepl S'

(Lv i^ oipx^js Tov Xoyov KaTecTTrjadprjv, ^pax^a
SiaXexdels Trapaxcopoj tols ^ovXopevois eVt avp.-

^ovXeveiv Trepi tovtcov.

78 'Hpels yap t]v p,ev ovrcos olKwpbev ttjv ttoXlv

axTTTep vvv, ovk eariv oncos ou /cat ^ovXeva6p,eda

" This paragraph sums up Athenian achievements in war
which are stated at lengtli in Paneg. 51-98. Cf. Archid. 42 ;

Panath. 42 IT.
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Amazons and the Thracians and all of the Pelopon-

nesians, and also from the wars which they waged
against the Persians, in which, both when they

fought alone and when they were aided by the

Peloponnesians, whether on land or on the sea, they

were victorious over the barbarians and were adjudged
the meed of valour ; " for they could not have
achieved these things, had they not far surpassed

other men in the endowTnents of nature.

But let no one think that this eulogy is appropriate

to those who compose the present government

—

far from it ; for such words are a tribute to those

who show themselves worthy of the valour of their

forefathers, but a reproach to those who disgrace

their noble origin by their slackness and their

cowardice. And this is just what we are doing ; for

you shall have the truth. For although we were
blessed wdth such a nature at our birth, we have
not cherished and preserved it, but have, on the

contrary, fallen into folly and confusion and lust after

evil ways.

But if I go on attacking the things which admit
of criticism and of censure in our present order, I fear

that I shall wander too far afield from my subject.

In any case I have spoken about these things before,*

and I shall do so again if I do not succeed in per-

suading you to cease from such mistakes of policy.

For the present, I shall speak but a few words on
the theme which I proposed to discuss in the begin-
ning and then yield the platform to any who desire

to address you upon this question.

If we continue to govern Athens as we are now
doing, then we are doomed to go on dehberating and

" See Peace 49 ff.

153

k



ISOCRATES

/cat TToXefMrjaofiev Kal ^icoaofxeOa /cat ax^Sov
[156] airavra /cat Treiaofxeda /cat TTpa^ojxev, drrep iv

Tcp TTapovTi Kaipo) Kat Tot? TTapeXdovcTL xpovois'

^v 8e fxera^dXcofxev rrjv TToXireiav , St^Aov ort /card

Tov avTov Xoyov, ola Trep rjv rois Trpoyovoig ra
npayixara, rotavr karat /cat Trept rjjjids' dvdyKT)

yap e/c rdjv avratv TToXirevfidrcov /cat rag rrpd^eis

o/xota? del /cat TrapaTrXrjGias diro^aiveLV

.

79 Aet 8e rd? jxeytaras avrcov Trap' dAAi^Aa? Qivras

^ovXevaaadat, TTorepas iqfjiiv alperiov icrrlv. /cat

TTpcoTOV fxev crKeilicofxeda rovs "KXXr]vas /cat roiis

^ap^dpovg, ttojs TTpos eKeivrjV ttjv noXireiav

Sl€K€lvto /cat TTOJs vvv exovGL TTpos "qpids. ov yap
iXdxi'CTTOV jxepog rd yevq ravra GVjx^dXXeTai Trpos

80 evSaLfiovlav , orav exj) Kara rponov tj/jlIv. ol fiev

roiwv "EAAr^ves" ovtojs eTTicrrevov rols /car' eKelvov

TOV xp'^vov TToXiTCVopevois , cScrre rovs TrXciarovs

avribv cKovras eyxetpicrat rfj ttoXcl a(f>ds avrovs'

ol Se ^dp^apoi roaovrov drreixov rov ttoXv-

TTpaypLOveZv rrepl rtbv '^XXrjVLKcbv Trpayfidrcov,

ware ovre piaKpols ttXolois inl rdSe Oaffi^AiSos'

eirXeov ovre arparoTreSots ivros "AXvos TTorafiov

81 Kare^aivov, aXXd ttoXXtjv rjavx^o.v -qyov. vvv S'

€1? rovro rd irpdypara Trepiearr^Kev, (Lad ol /xev

[xiaovai rrjV ttoXlv, ol Se Kara(f)povovaLv rjixdjv.

Kal Trepl pukv rov pblaovs rdJv 'ILXX-qvojv avrcbv

aKrjKoare rcov arparrjycov co? 8e ^aatXevs e;^et

TTpos r)fJ.ds, e/c rcov eTTiaroXajv Sv eTTCfupev iS'qXcoaev.

<• Cf. Peace 76. * See Paneg. 1 1 8 and note ; Panath. 59.
" He speaks as though addressing an actual assembly

which had received reports from the generals and dispatches

from the King of Persia. See Introduction, close.
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waging war and living and faring and acting in almost

every respect just as we do at the present moment
and have done in the past ; but if we effect a change
of pohty, it is e\'ident by the same reasoning that

such conditions of hfe as our ancestors enjoyed will

come about for us also ; for from the same pohtical

institutions there must always spring like or similar

ways of life.

But we must take the most significant of these

ways and, comparing one with the other, decide
which is preferable for us. And first let us consider

how the Hellenes and the barbarians felt towards
the earher polity as compared -vrith how thev are

now disposed towards us ; for other peoples con-

tribute not the least part of our well-being when
they are properly disposed towards us. Well then,

the Hellenes felt such confidence in those who
governed the city in those times that most of them
of their own accord placed themselves under the
power of Athens," while the barbarians were so far

from meddling in the affairs of the Hellenes that

they neither sailed their ships-of-war this side of the
Phasehs nor marched their armies beyond the Halys
River, refraining, on the contrary-, from all aggres-
sion.* To-day, however, circumstances are so

completely reversed that the Hellenes regard Athens
with hatred and the barbarians hold us in contempt.
As to the hatred of us among the Hellenes, you
have heard the report of our generals '^ themselves,
and what the King thinks of us, he has made plain

in the letters which have been dispatched by him.''

" Threatening dispatches sent to the Athenians because
Chares had supported the cause of the rebel satrap Arta-
bazus. See 8, note.
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82 Ert TTOos TovToig vtto jjlcv eKeivrjs ttjs evTa^las

ovTCOs eTTaLSevdrjaav ol TToXirai Trpos dpenju, ware

u(j>ds jJiev avTovs firj Xvirelv, tovs S' els rrjv p^oipav

eiCT/SaAAovras' airavTas ixa^opievoi viKav. rjfxeLs Se

TovvavTLOV dAAT^Aoi? [J-ev yap KaKo. Trapexovreg

ovSefjiiav rjp^ipav SiaXeLvofxev, rojv Se irepl rov

TToXe/JLOV ovTOj KaTrjpieXrjKapiev , o^ar ovV els

e^erdcreLs levat roXpiwixev riv fxr] Xajx^dvcopiev

83 dpyvpiov. to Se fjueycarov rore [xev ovSels rjv

rGiv TToXirGiv evSerjs tcov dvayKalcov, ovSe npoa-

atTcov TOVS evTvyxo-vovTas ttjv ttoXlv KaTrjcrxvve,

vvv Se irXeiovs elalv ol aTravil,ovTes tcov ixovTwv

OLS d^LOV eoTL TToXXrjv avyyvcoixTjv exeiv, el firjSev

Tcbv KOLvdJV (f)pOVTL^OVaLV, dXXd TOVTO OKOTTOVCriV

[157] oTTodev TTjv del irapovaav rjfxepav Sid^ovoLV

.

84 'Eyci) jjiev ovv rjyovfievos , rjv fxtfi-qadofxeda tovs

Trpoyovovs, /cat tcjv KaKcov Tqfids tovtcov dTraXXayq-

aeadai Kal acuTrjpas ov fiovov ttjs TToXecos oAAct /cat

TOJv 'EXX-qvojv dTrdvTOjv yevrjaeadai, Tiqv re Trpoa-

ohov eTTOcrjcrdfjL'qv /cat tovs Xoyovs etprjKa tovtovs'

v^els Se irdvTa XoyiadfxevoL raura ;;^etpoTOi'et0'

o Tt dv vfxlv SoKJj fidXiGTa av[ji(f>€petv tt] TroXei.
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Furthermore, under the discipline of the old days
the citizens were so schooled in virtue as not to

injure each other, but to fight and conquer all who
attempted to invade their territory." We, however,
do the very opposite ; for we never let a day go
by without bringing trouble on each other, and we
have so far neglected the business of war that we
do not even deign to attend reviews unless we are

paid money for doing so. But the greatest difference

lies in the fact that in that day no one of the citizens

lacked the necessaries of life nor shamed the city

by begging from passers-by, whereas to-day those

who are destitute of means outnumber those who
possess them.** And we may well be patient with
people in such circumstances if they care nothing for

the public welfare, but consider only how they may
live from day to day.

Now I have come before you and spoken this

discourse, beheving that if we will only imitate

our ancestors we shall both deliver ourselves from
our present ills and become the saviours, not of
Athens alone, but of all the Hellenes ;

"^ but it is

for you to weigh all that I have said and cast your
votes according to your judgement of what is best for

Athens.

^ Cf. Peace 76.
* An exaggeration, but Isocrates dwells upon the poverty

of Athens in the Peace also.
" See General* Introd. p. xxxii.
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INTRODUCTION

The tract against the sophists was \\Titten, as

Isocrates himself tells us in the Antidosis," at the

outset of his career as a teacher,'' and was no doubt
issued as an advertisement of the principles and
methods of his school. It breaks off, however, just

at the point where he proceeds to a more positive

exposition of his " philosophy." <' The fragment
which has come down to us is mainly an attack upon
other systems of education, with barest hints as to his

own, and it seems obvious that the purpose of the

whole discourse was to set the author sharply apart

from the other sophists, with whom he does not wish

to be confused.

For a more complete discussion both of his own
and other disciplines we must go to the Antidosis.

Here his criticism is centred upon two classes of

sophists, the Eristics, who devoted themselves to

theorizing in the field of ethics, and the sophists of

the rhetorical school, who taught oratory as an

instrument of practical success. Of these latter he

singles out, finally, for special rebuke the authors of
" the so-called arts " (of oratory),

» 193.
* About 390 B.C. See Jebb, Attic Orators ii. p. 127.

* For Isocrates' use of this word see General Introd.

pp. xxvi ff.
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Both classes are called to account because of their
impossible pretensions : the former for professing to
teach an exact science of happy and successful living
and then indulging in captious logomachies which
have no relation to hfe ; the latter for professing to
teach the science or art of oratory as if it could be
acquired by anyone by rote, regardless of native
ability or practical experience, as one learns the
letters of the alphabet. Furthermore, the authors
of the " arts " might have devoted themselves to a
worthy oratory whose end is justice, whereas in fact
they emphasized only forensic skill, whose object is

to defeat justice."

" For a summary of his criticism of the sophists and of
his own views see General Introd. pp. xx ff.
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[291] El 7rdvT€s rjOeXov ol TratSeyeiv eTTix^LpovvTes

dXrjdfj Xeyeiv, /cat jxtj iJielt,ovs Trotetcr^at rds

VTToa-x^eaeLs cLv €fieXXov emreXelv, ovk dv KaKcbs

tJkovov vtto tcov lSlcotojv vvv 8' OL ToXjjLCJvres Xiav

d7Tepi(JK€7TTCog dXal,ov€veadaL TreTTOi-qKaacv ioare

SoKCiv d/Jieivov ^ovXeveadai Tovg paOvfieiv aipov-

/xeVou? Tiov TTepl rrjv <f)tXoao(f)tav SiarpL^ovTcov

.

Tig yap ovk dv /xiCTTycreiev dfia Kal KaTa(f>povrja€ie

Trpwrov [xev rcbv Trepl Tas epiSas hiarpi^ovroiv

,

ol TTpoaTTOLovvrat p,ev ttjv dXrjdeiav I^7]T€lv, evdvs

S' eV dpxjj Tcbv eTTayyeXjjidTCov ipevSfj Xeyeiv cttl-

2 x^''POV(TLV ; otfiai yap dnaaiv etvaL (f)avepov on
rd fieAXovra TrpoyiyvcjaKeiv ov rffs 7]p,€Tepas

(f)V(T€(x)s eariv, dXXd roaovrov dTvexopiev ravTTjs

" Isocrates regards himself as one of the sophists (see

Antid. 220), but sets himself apart from the " common
herd " of sophists (see Panath. 18).

* Captious argumentation in the field of ethics. He is

not thinking of Socrates, who did not teach for pay, nor of

Plato's dialectic, which was not yet famous, but of the

minor Socratics, especially Antisthenes and Eucleides, who
taught for money while affecting contempt for it. In general

he is thinking of such quibblers as are later shown up in

Plato's Euthydemus. See General Introd. pp. xxi ff.

" Theirs is a cloud morality, not truth to live by on
earth. Cf. 20. See General Introd. p. xxii.

* There is, according to Isocrates, no " science " which
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If all who are engaged in the profession of education

were wilUng to state the facts instead of making
greater promises than they can possibly fulfil, they

would not be in such bad repute with the lay-pubUc.

As it is, however, the teachers who do not scruple

to vaunt their powers >\'ith utter disregard of the

truth have created the impression that those who
choose a hfe of careless indolence are better adWsed
than those who devote themselves to serious study.

Indeed, who can fail to abhor, yes to contemn,
those teachers, in the first place, who devote them-
selves to disputation,^ since they pretend to search

for truth, but straightway at the beginning of their

professions attempt to deceive us with hes ? " For I

think it is manifest to all that foreknowledge of

future events is not vouchsafed to our human nature,

but that we are so far removed from this prescience <*

can teach us to do under all circumstances the things which
will insure our happiness and success. Life is too com-
plicated for that, and no man can foresee exactly the

consequences of his acts
—

" the future is a thing unseen."
All that education can do is to develop a sound judgement
(as opposed to knowledge) which will meet the con-
tingencies of life with resourcefulness and, in most cases, with
success. This is a fundamental doctrine of his " philosophy "

which he emphasizes and echoes again and again in

opposition to the professors of a " science of virtue and
happiness." See General Introd. pp. xxvii fF.
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rrjs ^povrjaeois , (Zad^ "Ofirjpos 6 jxeyioT-qv eTTt

ao<f)La So^av elXrjcfxjjs /cat tovs deovs TreTroLrjKev

eariv ore ^ovXevofievovg inrep avrcvp, ov rrjv

eKeivojv yvcofirjv elScos, aAA' tjulv ivhei^aaOai

^ovXojxevos on toZs avdpcoTTOis ^v tovto rcov

dSwdrajv iariv.

3 OvroL Toivvv els tovto ToXfirjs iXrjXvdaaiv, cjotc

TreipcovTai Treideiv tovs veojTepovs cos, ^v avToZg

7rXT]aid^cocn.v, d re irpaKTeov eaTiv etaovrai /cat

Sia TavT-qs ttjs eTnaTT^jjirjs evSaijioves yevrjaovTai.

/cat TTjXiKovTcov dyaddjv avTOus SiSaa/caAous" /cat

Kvpiovs KaTaoTTjaavTes , ouk aLO^v^'ovTaL TpeZs

4 r) T€TTapas fivag virep tovtojv alTOVvres . aXX
el p.ev Tt TUiv dXXiov KT-qfiaTcov ttoXXootov p.epovs

TTJs d^ias eTTioXovv, ovk dv qp,(f)eap-qTT]aav ws^

€v (f>povovvTeg TuyXP-vovai, avpLTraaav Se t7]v

dperrjv /cat ttjv evSaijjLOVLav ovtcos oXiyov Tip-covTes,

<i)S vovv exovTeg StSacr/caAot twv dXXojv d^tovac

yCyveadai. /cat Xeyovai [lev d>s ovSev SeovTai

Xp^p-dTOiv , dpyvpihiov /cat ;^yCTt'8toi' tov ttXovtov

diTOKaXovvT€s , jXLKpov Se KepSovs opeyo/jLevoi

fxovov OVK ddavdTOVs VTriax^ouvrai tovs crvvovras

5 TTOiT^aeiv. o Se TrdvTajv KaTayeXacTTOTaTov , otl

TTapd fJLCV cov Set Xa^elv avTovs, tovtois fJ-ev

[292] dTTiaTOVGLv, ols /LteAAoucri Trjv SiKaioavvr}}^ Trapa-

ScuCTeir, ojv S' ouSeTTcuTTore StSaa/coAot yeyovaai,

^ uis r pr. : as OVK FjGA and most editions.

« See Iliad xvi. 431 ff. and 653 ff. ; xxii. 168 flf.

' Socrates (Plato, Apology 20 b) speaks mth the same
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that Homer, who has been conceded the highest

reputation for wisdom, has pictured even the gods
as at times debating among themselves about the

future "—not that he knew their minds but that he
desired to show us that for mankind this power lies

in the realms of the impossible.

But these professors have gone so far in their

lack of scruple that they attempt to persuade our
young men that if they will only study under
them they will know what to do in life and through
this knowledge will become happy and prosperous.

More than that, although they set themselves up as

masters and dispensers of goods so precious, they
are not ashamed of asking for them a price of three

or four minae !
^ Why, if they were to sell any

other commodity for so trifling a fraction of its

worth they would not deny their folly ; nevertheless,

although they set so insignificant a price on the
whole stock of virtue and happiness, they pretend
to \\isdom and assume the right to instruct the rest

of the world. Furthermore, although they sav that

they do not want money and speak contemptuously
of wealth as " filthy lucre," they hold their hands
out for a trifling gain and promise to make their

disciples all but immortal !
"^ But what is most

ridiculous of all is that they distrust those from
whom they are to get this money—they distrust,

that is to say, the very men to whom they are about
to deliver the science of just dealing—and they
require that the fees advanced by their students be

sarcasm of a sophist named Evenus, who professed to teach
all the virtues necessary to a good man and a good citizen

for five minae.
^ That is, to make them all but gods.
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irapa tovtols ra Trapa rcjv jxaOrjTCov fieaeyyvovvrai,

TTpos fxev rrjv aacfxiXeLav ev ^ovXevofievoi, rco S

C eTTayyeX/jiarL Tavavrla TrpdrTovres. rovs p^^v yo-p

dXXo Ti TTacSevovras TrpoaiJKeL Sia/cptjSoua^ai rrepl

Tojv hia^epovTOiv , ovhkv yap kcoXvcl tovs Tiepi erepa

Beivovs yevofxevovs p^r) xPV^tovs etvac nepl ra avp,-

poXaia' TOWS' 8e rrjV aperrjv /cat rrjv aox^poavviqv

€V€pya^op,€vovs ttcjs ovk aXoyov iari pLTj rots p-cud'^]-

rals pidXiaTa TTiareveiv; ov yap h'q ttov irepl tovs

dXXovs 6vT€s KaXol KayaOol /cat St/catot Trepl rov-

Tovs e^apLaprrjOovTai , St' ovs roiovroi yeyovaaiv.

7 ETretSctv ovv raJv tStoiToiv TLveg, aTravra Tavra

avXXoyiadp,€voi, /cartSojat tovs ttjv aocfiiav SiSa-

aKovTas /cat ttjv evhaipLOviav TrapaSiSovTas avTovs

T€ TToXXwv Beop-evovs /cat tovs p-adrjTds puKpov

7TpaTTop.evovs, /cat Tas ivavTiwaeis iin p.€v tcov

Xoycov TrjpovvTas , errt 8e Tix>v epycov p,r) Kadopcovras,

ert Se nepl p,€v t(x)v picXXovTCJOV elSevai TrpooTTOiov-

8 fievovs, 776/31 8e tcov irapovTOiv pirjSev twv SeovTCov

puriT* elirexv p,'qT€ crvpL^ovXevaai hwap-lvovs, dXXd

pidXXov 6p.ovoovvTas Kal TrXeico KaTopdovvTas tovs

rats So^at? xpa>/ieVous' rj tovs ttjv emaTT^/XT^v

€X€t,v eTTayyeXXop^evovs , eiKOTCos ot/zai /cara-

(f)povovat, /cat vop,Lt,ovat,v dSoXecrx^civ /cat puKpo-

Xoyiav dXX ov ttjs ^''^XV^ i-mpieXeiav etvat. tols

ToiavTas SiaTpi^ds.

" For their security, they required that the fees charged
to their students be deposited with third parties until the

end of the course.
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entrusted for safe keeping " to those who have never

been under their instruction, being well advised as

to their security, but doing the opposite of what they

preach. For it is permissible to those who give any
other instruction to be exacting in matters open to

dispute, since nothing prevents those who have been

made adept in other lines of training from being dis-

honourable in the matter of contracts. But men who
inculcate \irtue and sobriety—is it not absurd if

they do not trust in their own students before all

others .'' * For it is not to be supposed that men
who are honourable and just-dealing ^vith others

will be dishonest wdth the very preceptors who have

made them what they are.

When, therefore, the layman puts all these things

together and observes that the teachers of wisdom
and dispensers of happiness are themselves in great

want ^ but exact only a small fee from their students,

that they are on the watch for contradictions in

words'* but are blind to inconsistencies in deeds, and
that, furthermore, they pretend to have knowledge
of the future but are incapable either of saying any-

thing pertinent or of giving any counsel regarding

the present, and when he observes that those who
follow their judgements are more consistent and
more successful * than those who profess to have

exact knowledge, then he has, I think, good reason

to contemn such studies and regard them as stuff

and nonsense, and not as a true discipline of the soul.

* Cf. the same ridicule in Plato, Gorg. 519 c, 460 e.

" See the close of the Paneg.
* The aim of " eristic " (epts means contention) is to

show up the contradictions in the accepted morality.
• See 2, note d ; Panath. 9 ; Helen 5.
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9 Ou fiovov 8e rovTois dXXa /cat tois tovs ttoXl-

TLKOVS XoyOVS VTTLGXVOVlXeVOLS d^lOV €TriTljjLrjaaL'

/cat yap €K€lvol rrjs fxev aX-qOeias ovhkv ^povTL-
t,ovaiv, -qyovvTai 8e rovr elvai ttjv rexvqi', ^v ws
TrXetarovs rij fUKponqri ratv ixiadiov /cat tco

jxeyedei rcov eTTayyeXfjudrajv Trpoaaydycovrat, /cat

Xa^elv TL Trap* avroJv BwrjOcoaiv ovrco S' dvaLad-q-

Tcos avTOL T€ Sttt/ceti'Tai /cat rovg dXXovs e';\;etj^

vneLXri^aaLV , coare x^lpov ypd(f)ovT€s tovs Xoyovs
T] Tcov IBicoraJv rives avroax^^Ldl^ovatv, oixcos

VTTL(T)(VOVVTat TOIOVTOVS pTjTOpaS TOVS ovvovTas
TTOLTjaeLV CUCTTC p.7]8€V TCOV ivOVTOJV €V TOLS TTpdy-

roooi H'"'^'- '^o-po.AnreLV . /cat ravTrjs ttjs ovvafiecos ovbev
ome Tats efjiTTeipiacs ovt€ tt) (pvaet, ttj tov p,aor]Tov

/LteraStSdaCTtf, dAAa ^aaiv ofiotcos ttjv tcov Xoycuv

€TnaTrjnr]v cooTrep ttjv tcov ypafxp.dTCov rrapa-

oa)(T€LV, cos p-ev ex^t tovtcov CKdrepov, ovk i^-

€Td(TavT€s , ol6p,€voi 8e Sta tols VTrep^oXds tcov

€7TayyeXp,dTcov avToi re davpLaadijaeadai, /cat ttjv

TraiSevGLV ttjv tcov Xoycov rrXeovos d^iav So^eiv

€Lvai, KaKws elSoTes otl fieydXas TTOiovat tols

Tex^as ovx OL ToXpLcbvTes dXa^oveveadai irepl

avTCov, dXX' OLTives dv, oaov eveoTiv iv eKdaTT],

TOVT^ e^evpeZv SwrjOwaLV

.

11 Eych 8e 7Tp6 TToXXojv p,€v dv xP'')l^dTCx)V irip,rjGd-

p,r]v rrjXiKOVTOv Svvaadai ttjv (fiiXoaocfiLav , oaov
OVTOL Xeyovaiv, icrcos yap ovk dv rjp^els ttXclgtov

aTr€XeL(f)drip,€v y 01)8' dv eXdxf-fJTOV jiipos drteXavaa-

" The whole field of " deliberative " oratory, but the most
" useful " branch of it in " litigious Athens " was the
forensic.

* Their interest was not in the triumph of justice but in
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But it is not these sophists alone who are open
to criticism, but also those who profess to teach

poUtical discourse." For the latter have no interest

whatever in the truth,* but consider that they are

masters of an art if they can attract great numbers
of students by the smallness of their charges and
the magnitude of their professions and get something
out of them. For they are themselves so stupid

and conceive others to be so dull that, although the

speeches which they compose are worse than those

which some laymen improvise, nevertheless they
promise to make their students such clever orators

that they will not overlook anv of the possibihties

which a subject affords. More than that, they do
not attribute any of this power either to the practical

experience or to the native ability of the student,

but undertake to transmit the science of discourse

as simply as they would teach the letters of the
alphabet,^ not having taken trouble to examine into

the nature of each kind of knowledge, but thinking
that because of the extravagance of their promises
they themselves ^\ill command admiration and the
teaching of discourse vriW be held in higher esteem
—obli\ious of the fact that the arts are made great,

not by those who are ^^ithout scruple in boasting
about them, but by those who are able to discover
all of the resources which each art aflFords.

For myself, I should have preferred above great
riches that philosophy had as much power as these
men claim ; for, possibly, I should not have been
the very last in the profession nor had the least

making " the worse reason appear the better." See General
Introd. p. xxii.

* See General Introd. p. xxii.
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fxev aurrjg- €7T€iSrj 8' ovx ovrcos ^x^i, BovXoifiTjv

av navaaadaL rovg (f)XvapovvTas' opw yap ov

.fjLovov TTepL Tovs i^afiaprdvovTas ras jSAaa^Ty/Ltta?

yiyvopievas , aAAa /cat tov£ aXXovs aTTavras avv-

hia^aXXopievovs rovs rrepl ttjv avTrjv StarpL^rjV

ovras.

12 SavfMa^io S' orav lSco tovtovs fxaOrjroJv d^Lov-

fxevovg, OL TTOLTjTLKov iTpayfiaTO? Terayfievrjv re^vr^v

TTapdheLyjxa <j)ipovres XeXrjdaai a(f)ds avrovs. ris

yap ovK ol8e TrXrjv tovtcov otl to p,€V rdjv ypapu-

(Jbdroiv dKLvr]TO)s e;^ei /cat /xeVei /caret ravrov, a)ar€

TOLs avTols ael Trept rdJv avrojv ;)^/3£oyLtevot 8ta-

reXovfiev, to 8e tcov" Xoycov irdv TovvavTiov

7T€7Tovd€v TO ydp vcj)^ CTepov prjdev to) XeyovTi

jLter' €K€LVOV ovx OflOiCOS %/D7yCTtjLtOI/ eOTLV, dAA'

oi^To? etvat 8o/cer T^xviKoiTaTOS , os tls av d^iois

fjiev Xeyr) tojv TrpayjxdTcov, pLTjSev 8e tojv avTcov

13 ToXs dXXois evpiaKciv SvvrjTat. fieyiaTov Se arjficLov

Trjs dvofioioTTjTos avTcbv Tovs [X€v ydp Xoyovs

ovx olovTe KaXcos ^X^''^> V^ H'V '^^^ KaipQtv koX tov

TrpenovTCDS /cat tov Katvws e;)^etv p.€Tdarxoj(nv,

TOis 8e ypapLpLaaiv ovhevds tovtojv irpoaeheiqaev.

c5ct^' ol ;\;pcu/>tevot Tot? tolovtois Trapaheiypiaai

TToXv dv SiKaioTcpov dnoTivoLev •»} Xap,^dvoiev

dpyvpLov, OTL TToXXrjs eTTtjLteAetas' avrot Seofxevoi,

TTaiSevciv Tovs dXXovs inLX^Lpovcnv

.

14 Et 8e Set fXTj jxovov KaTrjyopelv tcov aXXcov dXXd
[-294] /cat TTjv ifxavTov SrjXojaai Bidvoiav, rjyovfxat

" Cf. Antid. 168.
* That is, mechanical formulas are not sufficient. There

must be inventiveness, resourcefulness, in a word, creative

imagination.
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share in its profits. But since it has no such

power, I could wish that this prating might cease.

For I note that the bad repute which results there-

from does not affect the offenders only, but that all

the rest of us who are in the same profession share

in the opprobium."

But I marvel when I observe these men setting

themselves up as instructors of youth who cannot

see that they are applying the analogy of an art

with hard and fast rules to a creative process. For,

excepting these teachers, who does not know that

the art of using letters remains fixed and unchanged,

so that we continually and invariably use the same
letters for the same purposes, while exactly the

reverse is true of the art of discourse ? * For what
has been said by one speaker is not equally useful

for the speaker who comes after him ; on the

contrary, he is accounted most skilled in this art

who speaks in a manner worthy of his subject and
yet is able to discover in it topics which are nowise

the same as those used by others. But the greatest

proof of the difference between these two arts is

that oratory is good only if it has the quahties of

fitness for the occasion,'' propriety of style, and
originahty of treatment, while in the case of letters

there is no such need whatsoever. So that those

who make use of such analogies ought more justly

to pay out than to accept fees, since they attempt

to teach others when they are themselves in great

need of instruction.

However, if it is my duty not only to rebuke
others, but also to set forth my o^vn views, I think

' A fundamental requisite. See Paneg. 9; Helen 11,

Vol. III., L.C.L.
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ndvras dv /xot tovs ev <f)povovvTas avveiTrelv on
TToXXol fji€v Tcov (f)i\oao(f)rjadvTa)V tSicorat SiereXeaav

ovres, a'AAot 8e rtves ovhevl TTCoTTore avyyevofxevoi

TCOV ao(f)iaTcov /cat Xeyeiv Kal TroXneveadai Setvot

yeyovaaiv. at jLtev yap SvvdfjieLS Kal tcov Xoycov

/cat Twv dXXcov epyojv aTravTCov iv tols eix^viaiv

eyyiyvovTai /cat rot? rrept Tag e/XTretpta? yeyvfx-

15 vaafievoiS' rj 8e Traihevdis tovs jJ-^v tolovtovs t€)(-

viKCOTepovs /cat Trpos to ^rjTeiv evrropcoTepovs

eTTOLTjaev, ols yap vvv ivTvyxdvovat TrXavcop^evot,

TavT* i^ €TOifjLOT€pov Xap,^dv€Lv avTovs iSiSa^ev,

TOVS Se KaTaSecGTepav ttjv (ftvaiv k)(ovTas ayco-

VLaTas fji€v dyadovs rj X6ya)v TToirjTas ovk dv

dTTOTeXiaeiev , avTOVs 8' ai^ auroji^ rrpoaydyoi /cat

Trpo? TToXXd (f)povtiJLa)T€pa)S Sta/ceicr^at TTOitjaeiev.

16 BovXofiaL 8', eTTeiS-q irep els tovto TrporjXdov,

,

J
€TL <Tacf)€(TT€pov eiTTetv 776/31 avTOJv. (f)r]iJLL yap eyo)

if\l)»)l£a/\ T(3i; ^^p lSed)v, i^ cov TOVS Xoyovs drravTas /cat

Xeyofxev /cat awTLdefJiev, Xa^elv Trjv iTnarTrnJLTjv

OVK elvai TCOV Trdvv ^^aXeircov, rjv tls avTOV TrapaScp

fjLT] TOLS paSicos VTTta)(yovpi€.voLS dXXd TOLS et8ocri

Tt TTepl avTcov TO 8e tovtcov e(f> e/cacrro) tcov

npayfidTcov a? Set rrpoeXeadaL /cat pX^aL Trpos

dXXrjXas Kal rafat /cara Tpoirov, €tl 8e tcov

KaLpcov p,rj Sta/xaprett', aAAa /cat rot? ev6vpLr]p.aaL

TTpeTTOVTCos oXov Tov Xoyov /caraTTOt/ctAai Kat rots'

17 ovopLaoLV evpvdp,cos Kal [jlovglkcos €L7T€Zv, TavTa

8e TToXXrjs eVt/zeAetas' SeladaL Kal i/jvxyjs dvSpLKrjs

" Isocrates himself.
* Isocrates insists that the requisites of a good orator

are first natural ability, second practical experience, and
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all intelligent people w-ill agree with me that while

many of those who have pursued philosophy have
remained in private life," others, on the other hand,

who have never taken lessons from any one of the

sophists have become able orators and statesmen.

For abihty, whether in speech or in any other

activity, is found in those who are well endowed by
nature and have been schooled by practical experi-

ence.* Formal training makes such men more
skilful and more resourceful in discovering the pos-

sibilities of a subject ; for it teaches them to take

from a readier source the topics which they otherwise

hit upon in haphazard fashion. But it cannot fully

fashion men who are without natural aptitude into

good debaters or writers, although it is capable of

leading them on to self-improvement and to a

greater degree of intelligence on many subjects.

But I desire, now that I have gone this far, to

speak more clearly on these matters. For I hold

that to obtain a knowledge of the elements out of

which we make and compose all discourses is not

so very difficult if anyone entrusts himself, not to

those who make rash promises, but to those who
have some knowledge of these things. But to

choose from these elements those which should be
employed for each subject, to join them together,

to arrange them properly, and also, not to miss what
the occasion demands but appropriately to adorn^
the whole speech with striking thoughts and to

clothe it in flowing and melodious phrase *—these

things, I hold, require much study and are the task

third formal training. See Antid. 186-188 and General
Introd. p. xxvii, Vol. I., L.C.L.

" Prose should have the same finish and charm as poetry.
See General Introd. p. xxiv.
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fcat So^aGTiKTJs epyov etvai, Kal Selv rov fiev

fiaOrjTTjv Trpos rep rr^v ^vaiv e)(€i,v olav )(prj ra
jj-ev e'ihr) to. tcov Xoyoiv fiadelv, nepl Se ra? XPV^^'-^
avTOJV yvjjLvaadrjvaL, rov 8e SiSdcrKaXov ra /xev

ovrcos aKpi^aJs olovr* etvai SieXdeLV ware /xrjSev

rajv SiSaKroJv TrapaXiTTelv , irepl 8e r<x)V Xolttcov

18 roLovrov avrov 7Tapdbeiyp.a 7Tapaa)(€iv , axrre rovs

eKrvTTCoddvras Kal p-ipL-qaaadai Svvafxevovs evOvs

avd-qporepov Kal ;)(apiecrTe/3oi' ra>v dXXcov (fyaiveadai,

Xeyovrag. /cat rovra>v pukv dnavrcov avfXTreaovrojv

[295] reXeicjos e^ovaiv ol (j)iXoao(l>ovvr€S' Kad^ o 8' av

eXXei(f)dfj Tt rcjv elpr^jxevcDV, dvdyKrj ravrrj ^elpov

SiaKeladai rovs 7TXrjaLdl,ovras

.

19 Ot fxev ovv apri rcbv ao(j>iara)V dvat^vofxevoi,

Kai vecocrrl rrpoo-TriTrrcoKores rais dXa^ovelaLs,

€L Kai vvv TTXeovdl,ovaLV, ev ofS' on ndvres €7rl

ravrqv KanvexSijcrovraL rrjv vnoOeaiv. Xolttol

S' rjpuv eloLV ol -npo r]p,a)V yev6p.evoi Kal rds

KaXovfxevas re)(yas ypdipai roXpnqGavres, ovs ovK

a(f)er€ov dvemrLpL-qrovs' ol rtves inreaxovro 8i/ca-

t,€adaL StBd^eiv, eKXe^dp^evoL ro Svcrx^pdararov ra>v

ovop,ara)v , o rcov (f)dovovvrcov kpyov rjv Xeyeiv,

dAA' ov rcov TTpoearwTcov rrjs roLavrrjs TTaiSevaecos

,

20 Kal ravra rov irpdy/jLaros, Kad' oaov earl SiSa/cror,

" Unmistakably this phrase is parodied in Plato, Oorgias
463 A : 8oKei toivw fxoi, S) Yopyia, elvai ri eiriTridev/xa rexviicov

fiev Ol", xf/VXV^ 5i oToxo.aTiKrj's Kai dvSpeias Kal (pvaei SeLvijs irpoa-

o/xi\eiv TOis dvdpiJ)woLS.

* The sophists before mentioned. The teaching of the
older sophists is discussed in the Antidosis.

" Especially the first to write such treatises, Corax and
Tisias of Syracuse, rex""?' like ars in Latin, was the accepted
term for a treatise on rhetoric.
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of a vigorous and imaginative mind : " for this, the

student must not only have the requisite aptitude

but he must learn the different kinds of discourse

and practise himself in their use ; and the teacher,

for his part, must so expound the principles of the

art mth the utmost possible exactness as to leave

out nothing that can be taught, and, for the rest,

he must in himself set such an example of oratory

that the students who have taken form under his

instruction and are able to pattern after him vn\\,

from the outset, show in their speaking a degree

of grace and charm which is not found in others.

When all of these requisites are found together,

then the devotees of philosophy will achieve com-
plete success ; but according as any one of the things

which I have mentioned is lacking, to this extent

must their disciples of necessity fall below the mark.
Now as for the sophists who have lately sprung

up and have very recently embraced these preten-

sions,'' even though they flourish at the moment,
they vdW all, I am sure, come round to this position.

But there remain to be considered those who lived

before our time and did not scruple to write the

so-called arts of oratory." These must not be dis-

missed without rebuke, since they professed to teach

how to conduct law-suits, picking out the most
discredited of terms,'* which the enemies, not the

champions, of this discipline might have been ex-

pected to employ—and that too although this facility,

in so far as it can be taught, is of no greater aid to

' Again and again Isocrates expresses his repugnance to

this kind of oratory, and in general it was in bad odour.
The precepts of Corax (Crow), for example, were called
" the bad eggs of the bad Corax."
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ovSev /xaAAov Trpos rovs StKavLKovs Xoyovs "^ Trpos

Tovs dXXovs airavras dxjieXelv hvva^xivov . roaovrco

he x^^povs eyevovro rcbv rrepl ras epiSas KaXivSov-

fjieviov, oaov ovtol fxev roiavra XoylSia Sic^Lovres,

ols €1 riS €771 TCOV TTpd^eCOV €fJLlJi€LVei€V €vdvS dv

€v irdaiv elrj KaKolg, oynaJS" aperr^v eTrrjyyeiXavTO

Koi aa}(/)poavv'qv -nepl avrcov, eKeZvoi 8' eTTt Toys'

ttoXltlkovs Xoyovs TrapaKaXovvres , dpLeX-qaavres

T<x)v dXXiov rcov Trpoaovrcov avrols dyadcov,

7ToXv7Tpayp.oavvr]s Kal TrXeove^ias VTriurrjcrav elvai

BchdaKaXoL.

21 KatTOt Tovs ^ovXojxivovs Treidapx^^v rots vtto

T^? (f>iXoao(l>ig.g Tavrrjs TrpoaTaTTOfxevois ttoXv

dv ddrrov TTpos CTnet/ceiav rj Trpos prjTOpeiav a)(f)€-

Xtjcreiev. /cat fjbrjSels oleadoj fie Xeyetv ws eari

StKaLOcrvvT] SiSaKTOv oXcos picv ydp ovhepnav

rjyovjxaL TOiavrrjV elvai rexyrjv, rjTis rols KaKOJs

7r€(f)VK6ai. TTpos dperrjv aa)(f)poavvr]v dv /cat 8t/caio-

avvrjv epLTTOLrjaeiev ov firjv dXXd avfivapaKeXev-

aaadai ye /cat avvaaKrjaai fidXtarr' dv ot/xat ttjv

TUiv Xoywv Tojv ttoXltlkcjv imfieXeiav.

22 "Ira 8e firj Sokco rds p-ev rcov dXXwv VTToaxecreis

SiaXv€iv, avTos Se /xei^co Xeyeiv rdjv ivovrcov, i^

wvTTcp avTOS iTT€La9r]v ovTCo ravr' e;)(etv, paStaj?

otfiaL. /cat rots' aAAois" (f>av€p6v KaTaarrjaeiv

.

" The same complaint is made by Aristotle, Rhet. i. 1. 10.
* For the kind of political discourse which Isocrates
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forensic than to all other discourse. But they were
much worse than those who dabble in disputation ;

for although the latter expounded such captious

theories that were anyone to cleave to them in

practice he would at once be in all manner of

trouble, they did, at any rate, make professions of

\irtue and sobriety in their teaching, whereas the

former, although exhorting others to study political

discourse, neglected all the good things which this

study affords, and became nothing more than pro-

fessors of meddlesomeness and greed."

And yet those who desire to follow the true

precepts of this discipline may, if they will, be
helped more speedily towards honesty of character *•

than towards facihty in oratory. And let no one

suppose that I claim that just living can be taught ;
"

for, in a word, I hold that there does not exist an

art of the kind which can implant sobriety and
justice in depraved natures. Nevertheless, I do
think that the study of political discourse can help

more than any other thing to stimulate and fdrfn ^1x4^

such quahties of character.

But in order that I may not appear to be breaking

do^^Ti the pretensions of others while myself making
greater claims than are >\'ithin my powers, I believe

that the very arguments by which I myself was
con\inced will make it clear to others also that these

things are true.

extols, and its ethical influence see Antid. 275 and General
Introd. p. xxiv. • See Antid. 274 ff.
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IV. ANTIDOSIS





INTRODUCTION

The wealthier citizens of Athens were required by
law to bear the expense of pubhc services known as
" liturgies."" One of these was the " trierarchy "

—

that of fitting out a ship of war. Anyone allotted

to such a duty might challenge another to accept

the alternative of either undertaking this burden in

his stead or of exchanging property with him. Such
a challenge was called an " antidosis." If the
challenged party objected, the issue was adjudicated

by a court.

It seems clear that Isocrates had undergone such
a trial and had been condemned to undertake a
trierarchy. The plaintiff had probably prejudiced
the case by misrepresenting Isocrates' wealth, his

character, and the influence of his teaching. What
Isocrates' defence was we do not know, but it seems
likely that he did not take the trial ver\'^ seriously

until the unfavourable verdict opened his eyes to

the fact that he was generally misunderstood. Then
he conceived the idea of dissipating this prejudice
against him by publishing in the form of a defence
in court " a true image of his thought and of his

whole life."

At any rate, in the Antidosis—a title which he
borrows from the actual suit to which he had just

• See § 145 and note.
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been subjected—he adopts the fiction of a capital

charge brought against him by an informer, named
Lysimachus, and of a trial before a court with its

accessories." The fictitious charge is, roughly, that

he is guilty of corrupting his pupils by teaching

them to make the worse reason appear the better

and so to win their advantage contrary to justice,*

which is the stock complaint against the sophists,

and the one which was pressed against Socrates.

Indeed, it is clear that Isocrates had the latter 's

trial in mind and that he studiously echoes the

defence of Socrates as it is recorded by Plato in the

Apology. '^

The defence of Isocrates is, however, more dis-

cursive than that of Socrates or, indeed, than any
defence appropriate to an actual trial, as he himself

points out.** It is, on the negative side, a sharp

attack upon the Athenian populace for confusing him
with the other sophists and for allowing demagogic
politicians to use against him the general prejudice

which had accumulated against the sophists as a

class ; and it is, at the same time, a criticism—not

too gracious—of the narrowness or the impractic-

ableness of the teaching of his rivals and of their

failure to appreciate at its full value the broad and
useful culture for which he himself stood. On its

positive side, it is a definition and, to a certain

extent, an exposition of the culture or " philo-

sophy " « which Isocrates professed. In this respect,

" See Bonner, " The Legal Setting of Isocrates' Antidosis,"

Classical Philology xv. p. 193.
* See § 15, § 30, § 56.
" See General Introd. p. xvii, Vol. I., L.C.L.
" §10.
* See General Introd. p. xxvi,
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it should be read in connexion \\ith his earUer

discourse, Against the Sophists.'*

It was ^^Titten, as he tells us,** when he was eighty-

two years old—354^353 b.c. He apologizes for its

lack of \igour, due to his age, but it is, in fact, no
less forceful than, for example, his diatribe Against

the Sophists, pubUshed thirty-five years before, though
it does not show the same attention to the refine-

ments of style. "=

" See General Introd. pp. xx ff.

» § 9. « § 195.
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[310] Et fxev ojxoLos rjv 6 Xoyos 6 fxeXXajv dvayvcvcrO'^

-

aeadai tois t] npog rovs dywvas rj Trpos tols em-
Se/fets" yLyvofjievoLS, ovSev dv olfjiai TrpoSiaXexOrj-

vai TTept avrov' vvv Se 8ta ttjv KaLUorrjra Kal rrjv

8La(j)opdv dvayKoiov eari TrpoecTrelv rds alrtas, §t'

as ovTOJS dvofiOLOv avrov ovra roZs aXXois ypd(f)€LV

TrpoeiXofJirjv pL7] yap tovtcov hrjXcjdeLawv ttoXXois

dv LCTOJS droTTOs etvai Sofeief.

2 Eyco yap eiSco? ivLovs rcov ao(f)iar(x)V ^Xa-

a(f)r)p.ovvTas irepl rrjg ifirjs SLarpi^rjs, /cat Xeyovras

(Ls eart Trepl hiKoypaj)iav, /cat TrapaTrX-qaiov

TTOLovvras wanep dv et ris OetStav rov ro rrjs

'Adrjvds eSos epyaaafxevov roXpuLT] KoXelv Kopo-

TrXddov, ri TLev^iv /cat Ylappdaiov rrjv avrrfv

€X€iv (f>air) r€xvr)v tols rd nivaKta ypd(f)ovaLv,

ofiois ouSe TTOiTTore ttjv puKpoXoyiav ravrTjv

» Cf. Phil. 1.

* See General Introd. p. xxxi.
* Like the Encomium on Helen. See General Introd.

p. xxxi, and Burgess, Epideictic Literature.
•* The term " sophist " is used loosely throughout the

discourse, sometimes as the equivalent of wise man, but
more often, as here, of a professional teacher of philosophy
and oratory. See General Introd. p. xii, note a.

* See General Introd. p. xx, and note c.
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If the discourse which is now about to be read

"

had been like the speeches which are produced
either for the law-courts * or for oratorical display,"

I should not, I suppose, have prefaced it by any
explanation. Since, however, it is novel and different

in character, it is necessary to begin by setting forth

the reasons why I chose to >vrite a discourse so

unUke any other ; for if I neglected to make this

clear, my speech would, no doubt, impress many as

curious and strange.

The fact is that, although I have known that some
of the sophists ** traduce my occupation, saying that

it has to do with writing speeches for the courts,*

very much as one might have the effrontery to call

Pheidias, who \vrought our statue of Athena,^ a doll-

maker, or say that Zeuxis and Parrhasius ^ practised

the same art as the sign-painters,'^ nevertheless I

have never deigned to defend myself against their

' The " gold and ivory " statue of Athena which stood
in the Parthenon.

» Zeuxis and Parrhasius sojourned in Athens about
400 B.C.

* Literally, painters of votive tablets set up in temples as
thank-offerings for deliverance from sickness or from dangers
on the sea. Cf. Tibullus, i. 3. 27-28

:

nunc, dea, nunc succurre mihi, nam posse mederi
picta docet templis multa tabella tuis.
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3 rjfjiVvdiJLrjv avrwv, -qyov/xevos ra? fJt-ev eKelvcov

(/jAvapias ovhefxiav SvvaiMLv e^^iv, avros Be Trdai

rovTO 7T€7TOir]K€vai <j>av€p6v, OTL TTpofjprjfxai Koi

Xeyeiv Kal ypdcfyeiv ov irepl tcov Ihioiv avp,^o\aio)v,

oAA VTTCp T-qXiKovTCov TO JicyeOos /cat toiovtojv

TTpayfiaTCov, virkp Jjv ovSels dv a'AAo? eVtYetpTiaete,

TrArjv Tcov epiOL 7T€7TArjaLaKOTOJV i] tojv tovtovs
pLipLeZadat ^ovXofjLevcov.

4 Me;)^pt piev ovv Troppco rrjs "J^AtKtas" (popirjv Kal 8ta

T7]v TTpoatpeaLV ravriqv Kai Std rrjv dXXrjv dnpay-
pioavvrjv irneiKaJs ^x^iv Trpos dtravras tovs ISLcoras'

•^'St^ 8' VTToyviov pLOL rrjs tov ^lov TeXevrrj? ovarjs,

dvTtSoaecos yevopuevrjs nepl rpiiqpapxio.s /cat Trepl

[311] TavTTjg dycovos eyvcov /cat tovtojv tlvcls ovx ovto)

irpos pie htaKecpievovs voairep tJXttlI.ov, dXXd tovs

pLev TToXi) Siei/jevapLevovs tcov epccbv eTnTTjSevp.dTwv

/cat peiTOVTas eirl to TreiOecrdai toi? dveinTr^heiov

Tt Xeyovaiy tovs Se cra(f)d)s p-ev elSoTas Trepl d

/AuZ-l/i/ Tvyxdvo) SiaTpi^MV, (f)dovovvTas Se /cat TavTov

TrerrovdoTas tols ao<j)icTTals /cat ;^atpovTa? eirl tols

5 ifjevSrj TTepi /xou Sd^ap" exovaiv. eSijXojCTav 8'

ovTco hiaKeipLevoL- tov yap avTcSiKov Trepl p,ev (Lv

rj KpioLs "^v ovSev XeyovTos St/cator, Sta^dXXovTos

Se TTjV ToJv Xoycov twv ipicov Svvapi.iv Kal /car-

aXat^ovevopievov irepi re tov ttXovtov Kal tov

TrXrjdovs rdjv p,adr]Tcov, eyvcoaav ipi-qv etvai ttjv

XeiTovpytav.

Trfv p,ev ovv SaTrav'ryv ovtcos "qveyKapiev, oiOTrep

TTpoariKei tovs jU-iyre At'ai/ vtto tcov tolovtcov e/c-

" The kind of oratory to which Isocrates devoted himself.

See General Introd. p. xxiv.
* See General Introd. p. xviii.
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attempts to belittle me, because I considered that

their foolish babble had no influence whatever and
that I had, myself, made it manifest to all that

I had elected to speak and write, not on petty

disputes, but on subjects so important and so ele-

vated ** that no one would attempt them except

those who had studied with me, and their would-be
imitators.

Indeed, I had always thought, until well on in

years, that, owing to this choice and to my retired

life in general,* I stood fairly well in the opinion of

all the lay public. Then when my career was near

its close, having been challenged to an exchange
of property on the question of a trierarchy, and
subjected to a trial on that issue, I came to realize

that even outside of my profession there were those

who were not disposed towards me as I had thought

;

nay, that some had been absolutely misled as to my
purguits and were inclined to listen to my detractors,

wHiie others, who were well aware of the nature of

my work, were envious, feeling the same towards me
as do the sophists, and rejoiced to see people hold

false opinionsoFmy character. They betrayed their

sentiments at the trial ; for, although my opponent
made no argument whatever on the merits of the

case, and did nothing but decry my " cleverness " of

speech "^ and indulge in extravagant nonsense about
my wealth and the number of my pupils, they im-

posed the trierarchy upon me.
Now, I bore that expense in such a manner as is

becoming to those who are neither too much upset

* It was a favourite device in the Athenian Courts to

warn the jury against the adversary as 5eu^os_\^ti'. Cf.
Plato, Apology 17 b.
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- f^r Taparrofjievovs: ix-qre TTavrdnaatv dcrojTcos' jU-'^jS'

6 oXiycopcog irpos xpT^/xara SiaKeifievovs' fjadrjixivos

o ojairep enrov TrXeiovs ovras c5v (pofxrjv tovs ovk

opdctjs 776/31 fiov yiyvcoaKovTas, ivedvpioviJirjv 77009

av SrjXcoaaifiL koI tovtols /cat Tot? €7TtyLyvopi€vois

/cat Tov TpoTTOv ov e)(a) /cat top ^lov ov 1,6!) /cat tt^v

77at8etav 77e/)t riv SiarpL^aj, /cat jLti^ TTepdhoijxi Tvepl

TCJV ToiovTCJV aKpLTOv ip^avTOV ovra, jLtrjS' e77t rols

^Xaa(f)r]p,€LV eWiapievoLg wanep vvv yevopievov.

7 aK07Tovp,evos ovv evpiOKOv ovSapLws av dXXcos

TOVTO 8t,a7rpa^6pievos, ttX-^v el ypa^cirj Aoyoj

f
ojGTTep eiKwv TTJs ipirjs Stavota? /cat tcov dXXcDV

Tcov e/xot Pe^icopidvcov' 8ta tovtov yap TJXTnl^ov

/cat ra 77e|0t e/xe juaAtara yvayadrjaeadai, Kal rov

avTOV TOVTOV jxvTjfjieLov piov KaTaXeL(/)d'qa€crdaL ttoXv

/caAAtor TcDr ;;^aA/ccL)v dvadr]p,dTa)v.

8 El jLtei/ ow €7Tai,v€LV ipLavTov eTTix^Lpoirjv, idtpuiv

ovT€ TTepiXa^etv drravTa irepl Sv BieXdetv -npo-

ripovjxrjv olog t€ yevqaopievo^, ovt €7TixaptTa)s

^i/C^ ov8* dve7TL(f)dova)g elrreXv irepl avTCov Svvr](j6p,€Vos'

et 8 VTTodeLpir^v dycova p,ev /cat klvSvvov TLva irepi

e/AC yLyv6p.evov, avKO(f)dvTr)v 8 oVra tov yeypa/x-

pievov Kal TOV TrpdypuaTd /xot TrapexovTa, KdKeivov

picv Tats 8ta^oAat? xpcopievov rat? e77t ttjs avTi-

lAjnOiAJ SoCTeoJS" prjdelaais, ep-avTOV 8' iv OTToXoytag crp^Ty/xaTt

'^ ' TOVS Xoyovs TTOLovpievov, ovTOJs av eKyeveaOai, /xot

" Cf. Horace, Odes iii. 30. 1 : monumentum acre peren-

nius. Cf. Evag. 73 ff. A bronze statue was erected to

Isocrates by his pupil Timotheus. See General Introd,

p. xxix.
^ For the sycophants see Peace 128, note,
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by such things nor altogether reckless or even
careless about money. But when my eyes were
opened, as I have said, to the fact that a greater

number than I supposed had mistaken ideas about
me, I began to ponder how I could show to them
and to posterity the truth about my character, my
life, and the education to which I am devoted, and
not suffer myself to be condemned on these issues

without a trial nor to remain, as I had just been, at

the mercy of my habitual calumniators. And as I

kept thinking upon it, I came ever to the same
conclusion, namely, that the only way in which I

could accomphsh this was to compose a discourse

which would be, as it were, a true image of my
thought and -fiJLfflyi w^hole life; Tor I hoped tKat

this would serve both as the best means of making
known the truth about me and, at the same time,

as a monument, after my death, more noble than
statues of bronze.**

I saw, however, that if I were to attempt a eulogy
of myself, I should not be able to cover all the

points which I proposed to discuss, nor should I

succeed in treating them without arousing the

displeasure or even the en\T of my hearers. But
it occurred to me that if Fwere to adopt the fiction

of a trial and of a suit brought against me—if I

were to suppose that a sycophant ^ had brought an
indictment and was threatening me with trouble''

and that he was using the calumnies which had been
urged against me in the suit about the exchange of

property, while I, for my part, cast my speech in

the form of a defence in court—in this way it would

' " To make trouble "

—

irpciyfiaTa irapt'x""—^^s the com-
mon phrase for the persecution of the sycophants. Cf. 1 5.
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[312] fidXtara SiaXexdfjva.1. Trepl arravTCov cov rvyxdvo)

PouXofievos

.

9 Taura Se SLavorjdels €ypa(f)OV tov Xoyov Tovrov,

ovK oiKpidl^iov, dXX' err] yeyovcos Svo kol oySoTjKovra.

Storrep XPV Grvyyvwfjir]v ^x^iv, rjv fiaXaKcorepos

cov (f)aLV')-]TaL rcov Trap ifxov Trporepov iicSeSoixevcov.

/cat yap ovSe paSios r)V ov8 dirXov^, dXXd ttoXXt^v

10 e^iJ^v Trpayixareiav. eari yap tojv yeypa/x/xeVcov

evia fiev iv hiKaaT-qpicp TrpevovTa pr]6rjvaL, rd Se

TTpos fiev rovs tolovtovs dyoJvas ovx dpixorrovra,

776/31 Se <j)LXoao(f>Las TreTrappiqaiaaixeva /cat Se-

hrjXojKora ttjv SvvafiLV avrijs' eari Se rt /cat tolov-

Tov o rcjv vecorepcov rots iirl ra pLadrjpLara /cat

rrfv TraiSetav opfiwaiv aKOvaacrLV dv avveveyKOi,

TToXXd Se /cat rcbv utt' e'^Liou TraAat yeypajjLj^ievojv iy-

KaTajxepLLyfieva rot? vvv XeyofxevoLs ovk dXoyco's ovh

aKaipcos, dXXd TrpoarjKovrcjos rot? yTTO/cet/xeVots".

11 ToaovTOV ovv p.rJKOs Xoyov avviSelv, /cat roaavras

tSe'a? /cat roaovrov dXXrjXcov d(f)earcoaas avv-

apfjiocrai /cat avvayayelv, /cat rds eTn^epopjevas

olKeLCOuai rat? Trpoeiprjixevats, /cat irdaas rroirjaaL

a(jiiaLV avrals ofMoXoyovpievas , ov ttovv puKpov rjv

epyov. ojjLcos S' ovk dTrearrjv, /catVep tt^Xikovtos

a)v, TTplv avTOV aTrereXeaa, p.erd ttoXXtjs /xev dXr)-

deias €Lpr]p.evov, rd S' d'AAa roiovrov olos dv eivai

12 So^Ty TOLs dKpoa)p.€VOig. XPV ^^ tovs Sie^Lovras

avTov irpcoTov pcev cu? ovros p,iKTOv tov^ Xoyov /cat

npos dirdaas rds vnodeaeis roLvras yeypap,p,€vov

TTOLelaOai rrjv dKpoaaiv, cTretra Trpoae^etv tov

" For this apology cf. Phil. 149 ; Panath. 4 ; Epist. vi. 6.
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be possible to discuss to the best advantage all the

points which I wanted to make.
With these thoughts in mind I set myself to write

this discourse—I who am no longer in the prime of

youth but in my eighty-second year. Wherefore,

you may well forgive me if my speech appears to

be less vigorous " than those which I have published

in the past. For, I assure you, it has not been an

easy nor a simple task, but one of great difficulty

;

for while some things in my discourse are appropriate

to be spoken in a court-room, others are out of

place amid such controversies, being frank dis-

cussions about philosophy and expositions of its

power. There is in it, also, matter which it would

be'well for young men to hear before they set out

to gain knowledge and an education ; and there is

much, besides, of what I have written in the past,

inserted in the present discussion, not without

reason nor without fitness, but with due appropriate-

ness to the subject in hand.

Now to view as a whole so great an extent of

subject matter, to harmonize and bring together so

many diverse varieties of discourse, to connect

smoothly what follows with what goes before, and
to make all parts consonant one \«th another, was
by no means an easy undertaking. Yet I did not

desist, in spite of my age, until I had accomplished

it, such as it is. It is, at any rate, written with

devotion to the truth ; its other qualities I leave to

tHe^Judgement of my hearers. But I urge all who
intend to acquaint themselves with my speech, first,

to make allowance, as they listen to it, for the fact

that it is a mixed discourse, composed with an eye

to all these siTBjects ; next, to fix their attention
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vovu kri fidXXov tols Xeyeadai [xeXXovatv ?) rois

rjSr] 7Tpo€Lpr][X€vois, irpos Se tovtois [x-q l,rjTelv

evdvs iireXdovras oXov avrov hieXdelv, dAAa rocrou-

Tov fJiepos ocrov fi-q XvTT'qoreL tovs Trapovras. iav
yap efjLjjieivrjre tovtols, [xaXXov Svvi^aecrOe KartSetv

ei Tt Tvyxo-vopL€v XeyovTcg a^iov rjfMcov avrcbv.

I
13 A p,€V ovv dvayKOLOv rjv Trpoenrelv, ravT iarlv

fh T^^ V^V S' dvaycyvwaKere rrjv aTToXoyLav ttjv Trpoa-

TTOiovpiivriv p,€v 7T€pl KpLoeoJS yeypd(f)6ai, ^ovXo-
fievr]v Se vrept ifiov SrjXdJcraL rrfv dXrjdeiav, /cat

Toys' /xet' dyvoovvTas elSevat, -noiijaai,, rovs Se

X [313] (f)dovovvras en p.dXXov vtto rijs voaov ravrrjs

y^W^ 7. XvTTelaOaL- /xet^co yap Slktjv ovk dv hvvaiyirjv

Xa^elv nap' avrcJov.

14 WdvTOiv rjyovjjiai TTov-qpordrovs elvai /cat /xeyt-

arrjs ^rj/jiLas d^tovg, oirives ols avTol rvyxdvovaiv

ovres evoxoi, ravra rcx)v dXXoiv roXp^cocn Karrjyopeiv

oirep Avuip,axos rreTToiiqKev . ovros yap avros

(jvyy€ypa[xp,€va Xeycov irepi rcov ifxwv avyypap,-

fjLaTWV TrXeioj TreTToirjrai Xoyov rj irepl rcov dXXcov

arravTCjJV, o/xolov €pyat,6ix€vos oooTrep dv et rt?

LepocrvXtas erepov Slcokojv avros rd rcov dedjv iv

15 ToXv xepolv exiov ^aveiy]. irpo ttoXXov S dv

€TTOLr]adjX'qv ovtojs avrov vo/XL^eiv etvai jxe Seivov,

(jjarrep iv vplv e'ipii]K€v ov yap dv TTore /jlol irpay-

fiara TTOielv eTrex^iprjcre . vvv he Xeyei fiev d)s iyd)

rovs rjrroiJS Xqyovs Kpeirrovs Swa/xat TTOtetv,

roaovrov he p,ov Kara7Te(f)p6vr)K€v, ware avros

" Cf. Panath. Isocrates, though writing for a reading
public, habitually uses the language of a discourse to be
delivered. See General Introd. p. xxx.

" The stock charge against rhetoric and oratory from
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even more on what is about to be said than on what
has been said before ; and, lastly, not to seek to

run through the whole of it at the first sitting, but
only so much of it as vriW not fatigue the audience."

For if you comply with this advice, you will be better

able to determine whether I speak in a manner
worthy of my reputation.

These, then, are the things which it was necessary

for me to say by way of introduction. I beg you
now to listen to my defence, which purports to have
been written for a trial, but whose real purpose is to

show the truth about rnyself, to make those who are

ignorant about me know the sort of man I am and
those who are afflicted with en\y suffer a still more
painful attack of this malady ; for a greater revenge
upon them than this I^uld not hope to obtain.

I consider that in all the world there are none so

depraved and so deserving of the severest punish-

ment as those who have the audacity to charge others

with the offences of which they themselves are

guilty. And this is the very thing that Lysimachus
has done. For this informer, himself delivering a

composed speech, has said more in complaint of my
compositions than upon all other points ; it is as if

one were to charge another with breaking into a

temple, while showing in his own hands plunder
stolen from the gods. I would give much if he
really thought that I am as " clever " as he has made
me out to be to you, for then he would never have
tried to trouble me. But now, although he alleges

that I am able to make the weaker cause appear
the stronger,* he has, in fact, so low an opinion of

Corax and Tisias down. C/. Plato, Apology 19 b; Aristo-
phanes, Clouds 874 ff.
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i/j€v86fi€vos ijJiov TaXyjOrj Xeyovros iXTrl^ei paStcos

16 eTTLKpar-qaetv. ovrco 8e fxoL SvaKoXoJs aTravra

avpL^€^T]K€v, ojad^ ol ixev d'AAot rots' Xoyots Sia-

XvovTaL Tas Sta^oXds, ifxov 8e AvaipLa)(o<; avrovs

Tovs Xoyovs /AttAtara Sia^efiXriKev, tv' rjv jxev

LKava)s Sd^o) Xiyeiv, evo^os aiv (f)ava> rots vtto

TOVTOV TTepl TTJs SeivoTrjTos rrjs iprjs Trpoeiprj-

fievoLS, ^v S ivSeearepov rv)(co 8taAe;^^et? Sv
OVTOS v/jids TTpoahoKav 7re7TolT]K€, ras Trpd^eis

Tjyrjade jjlov )(^eLpovs elvai.

17 Aeo/Attt ovv vpLcLv pLTqre Tnareveiv ttco pirjr

aTTLarelv rolg €LpiqjX€Vois , Trplv dv Sid TeXovs

OLKOvarjre Kai rd Trap' ^[xdJv, ivdvfiovfievovs on
ovhev dv eSet StSoadai tols <j>€vyovaLv dnoXoyiav,

euTTep olovT r^v e/c rtbv rod Slcokovtos Xoycov

€iJj7j(f>LadaL rd St/caia. vvv 8' el pkv ev rvyxdvei

KaTTjyopT^Kcbs 'f) KaKcbs, ousels' dv rwv Trapovrcov

dyvo-qaretev el 8' dXr]6eai Ke^pT^Tai rolg Adyots,

ovKeri Tovro rols Kpivovai yvcovac paScov e^ a>v

6 TTporepos eiprjKev, dAA' dyaTrrjTOV rjv e^ dji<^o-

repoiv Twv XoycDv eKXa^elv hvvqdoJaL ro BiKaiov.

18 Ov davfxd^co Se tcov TrXeicx) xpovov hiarpi^ovTOJV

eirl rats tojv e^aTrarcovrcov KarrjyopLaLS t] rats

VTTep avrd)V dnoXoyiais, ovhe rcbv Xeyovrojv cos

eoTL pLeyiarov KaKov bta^oXi^' ri ydp dv yevoiro

[314] Tavr-qs KaKovpyorepov , rj TTOLel rovs pev iJievSo-

p,evovs evboKLpeXv, rovs 8e pr]8ev r]p,apr7]Koras

8oKelv dSiKelv, rovs 8e ^LKa^ovras emopKeiv,

oXios Se rrjv p,ev dX7]det.av dcpavl^ei, ipevhrj 8e
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ANTIDOSIS, 15-18

mv powers that he is confident that he with his lies

will win against me and the truth. And so mali-

ciously has everything conspired against me, that

while others may depend on their power of speech

to make an end of calumnies, it is, in my case, just

this power of speech which Lysimachus has most
calumniated, in order that if I shall appear to speak

well, I may show that I am subject to the charges

which he has made about my cleverness ; while if

it turns out that I speak less ably than he has led

vou to expect, you may think that mine is the

weaker cause.

I beg you, then, neither to credit nor to discredit

what has been said to you until you have heard to

the end what I also have to say, bearing it in mind
that there would have been no need of granting to

the accused the right of making a defence, had it

been possible to reach a just verdict from the

arguments of the accuser. At this stage of the case

no one here present is in any doubt whether the

accuser has spoken well or badly, but it is not yet

easy for the jury to decide from what the first

speaker has said whether he has based his arguments
on the truth ; nay, they ^\ill be fortunate if they

are able to draw a just conclusion from the arguments
of both sides.

I do not wonder that men spend more time in

denouncing those who attempt to deceive the jury

than upon their own defence, nor that they complain
that calumny is our greatest bane. What, indeed,

could work greater mischief ? It causes Uars to be
looked on with respect, innocent men to be regarded
as criminals, and judges to violate their oaths ; in

a word, it smothers truth, and pouring false ideas

195



ISOCRATES

Bo^av TTapaar-qaaaa rots aKovovoLV ov av tuxO
19 rwv ttoXltcov olSlkcos aTToAAuCTiv; a ^vXaKreov

€<JTLV, 07TC0S jJLTjSeV U^ll/ CTU/X^T^CTeTat TOIOVTOV, JUTES'

a roXs aAAoi? olv eTTtrt/xT^CTaire rovTotg avrol (f)avTJ-

aeade TrepLTTLTrrovreg. ot/xat S' Vfids ovk ayvoelv

OTL rfj TToAet TToXXoLKLs ovTOJS 7)^7] [X€T€neXr]ae Tcbv

Kpiaeojv rwv /xer' opyrjs /cat fXTj puer iXeyxov

yevopievcov, coctt' ov ttoXvv ;\;pdi'ov StaAtTrouaa Trapa

piev rwv i^a7Tarr]Gavra)v St/CTyv Xa^elv eTredvpLTjae

,

Tovs he SLa^Xrjdevras r^Secos av eiSev dpLCCvov Vj

TTporepov TTpoLTTOvras.

20 ^Clv XPV P-£pV7]pi€VOVS pL7] 7Tp07T€Ta)S TTLoreveLV

Tois Tcbv KarrjyopcDV Xoyocs, /xrySe piera dopv^ov

/cat ;^;aAe7rdT7yTOS' aKpodadat, tcov aTToXoyovpcevcov.

/cat yap ataxpov irrl piev raJv dXXcov npaypLOLTijov

eXerjpLoveardrovs opioXoyeicrOat /cat Trpaordrovg

aTTavTCOv elvai tcov 'EAAt^i^oji', em Se roTs aydJUL

Tolg ivddSe yiyvop^evoLs rdvavria rfj 86^rj ravrr]

21 (f>aiveadaL Trpdrrovras' /cat Trap erepoLs piev

eTTecSdv Trepl i/jux^js dvdpd)7TOV St/ca^coat, piepog

Ti TOJv ^i](f)Cov VTTO^dXXeaOai tois (f)evyovai, Trap'

vpZv he pLTjhe twv tacov TvyxaveLV tovs klvSv-

vevovras rots avKO(f)avTovaLV, dXX opivvvai p.ev

" The outstanding instance is the decree passed bj^ the
General Assembly, condemning to death without due
process of law, the Athenian generals who were in command
at the battle of Arginusae, After the execution of the

sentence, the people repented of their haste and called to

account the leading instigators of this irregular procedure.

See Xen. Hell. i. 7. 35 ; Plato, Apology 32 ; Grote, History
vol. vii. pp. 446-447.

* Athenian juries not infrequently made noisy demonstra-
tions of their prejudices. See Plato, Apology 30 c; Aristo-

phanes, Wasps 624.
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ANTIDOSIS, 18-21

into our ears, it leaves no man among our citizens

secure from an unjust death. You must be on your

iruard against this and take care that nothing of the

^ort happens in this case and that you are not

yourselves seen to fall into the very faults which

you find reprehensible in others. I think you know
well enough that time and again in the past Athens
has so deeply repented " the judgements which have

been pronounced in passion and without proof that

not long after the events she has become eager to

punish her deceivers, and would gladly have seen

the xictims of calumny in happier circumstances than

before.

You should remember this and not trust too hastily

the assertions of the accuser nor hear the defendant

in uproar and anger,^ Ours is a shameful state of

inconsistency ; for while it is acknowledged that in

our life in general we are the most merciful,'' and
gentle of all the Hellenes, yet in the conduct of our

trials here Ave manifestly give the he to this reputa-

tion. In other states, when they try a man for his

life, they cast a portion of the votes for the

defendant,'' but A\ith us the accused has not even
an equal chance with the sycophants ;

« nay, while

VThe Athenians appear to have worshipped ;^BXeoi,
Goddess of Pity. See Schol. to Sophocles, Oed. Col. 'Zmrr^''

* The reference seems to be to some custom somewhere
by which in capital cases a number of the votes of the jury —

,

were at the outset of the trial given by grace to the defendant C
No such custom is, so far as I know, mentioned anywhere I
else.

« Isocrates, like Socrates (Plato, Apology 37 a-b), com-
plains that defendants on a capital charge in other states
were given a better chance,
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Kad eKauTov rov evtavrov rj fjirjv ojxoicos aKpod-

aeadai rojv Kar-qyopovvTcov Kal twv OLTToXoyov-

22 ixivoiv, Toaovrov Se to /JLcra^v TTOielv, axxre rcov

fiev aLTicofJievcov 6 tl av Xeycoaiv airohex^eadai,

rGiv 8e rovrovs i^eXeyxeiv TreipojiJLevcov iviore

fjLTTjSe rrjv (f)cov7]v (XKOvovras dvex^crdat,, Kal vofjill,€iv

fiev doLKTjTovs etvai, ravras rcov TrdAecor iv ats

OLKpiroi TLves oLTToXXwrai tcov ttoXltcov, dyvoeZv S'

OTl TOVTO TTOlOVaiV ol flTj KOlVTjV T7]V eVVOlOV ToZ^

23 ayix}VLt,ojxevoL^ 7Tape)(ovT€g . o Se Trdvrcov SeLvo-

rarov, orav ris auro? fxev Kivhvvevwv Karrjyopfj

rcbv dia^aXXovTCOV, irepo) Se St,Kdt,a)v jjcrj ttjv

avT7jV exj] yvcofxrjv irepl avrcov. Kairoi XP^ tovs

vovv exovrag tolovtovs elvai Kpird? rots" aAAots",

oiu)v TT€p dv avTol Tvyxdveiv d^iojaaiev, Aoyt^o-

[315] fxevovs OTl Sid tovs
.
ovKO(f)avTeiv ToXpLcbvTas

oBrjXov ooTis els Kivhvvov KaTaaTas avayKaaOrj-

(Terat Xeyciv direp iycb vvv rrpos tovs fieXXovTas

Tiepi avTov TTjV iljrj(f>ov 8ioi(J€iv.

24 Ov yap hrj tco ye Koafiiivs t'^v d^iov TTiaTeveiv

CVS dSecos i^eGTai ttjv ttoXiv oiKeiv oi yap rrpo-

r^prjfxivoi tcov fiev ihicov dfxeXeiv tois 8' dXXoTpiois

eTTi^ovXeveiv ov tcov p,ev (Jco(f)p6vcos TToXiTevop-evcov

drrlxovTai, tovs §€ KaKov ri SpcovTas ei? v/xas

eiadyovaiv, aAA' ev tois p-rjSev dSiKovaiv emSei-

^dfxevoi Tas avTcov SvvdfJieis napd twv <f)av€pd)s

25 €^ripiapT7]K6TCjov TrXeov Xafx^dvovaiv dpyvpiov. drrep

Avaifjiaxos Siavor]d€is els tovtovi tov kivSvvov fie

° Cf. Peace 3 ; Demosthenes, On the Crown 1-2.

* Compare the opposite ideal in Areop. 24 ; Paneg. 76 ;

Panath. 145 ff.
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ANTIDOSIS, 21-25

we take our solemn oath at the beginning of each

year that we will hear impartially both accusers

and accused, we depart so far from this in practice,

that when the accuser makes his charges we give

ear to whatever he may say ; but when the accused
endeavours to refute them, we sometimes do not

endure even to hear his voice." Those states in which
an occasional citizen is put to death without a trial

we condemn as unfit to live in, yet are blind to the

fact that we are in the same case when we do not

hear A\ith equal good vriW both sides of the contest.

But what is most absurd of all is the fact that when
one of us is on trial, he denounces the calumniators,

but when he sits in judgement upon another, he is no
longer of the same mind regarding them. Yet,
surely, intelligent men ought to be such when they
are judges of others, as they would expect others ^
to be^o them in like case, bearing in mind the fact

that because of the audacity of the sycophants it

is impossible to foresee what man may be placed in

peril and be compelled to plead, even as I am now
doing, before men who are to decide his fate by their

votes.

Indeed no one may rely on the honesty of his life

as a guarantee that he will be able to liye securely

in Athens ; for the men who have chosen to neglect
what is their own and to plot against what belongs
to others do not keep their hands off citizens who
live soberly and bring before you only those who do
evil : on the contrary, they advertise their powers
in their attacks upon men who are entirely innocent,
and so get more money from those who are clearly

guilty.'' This is exactly what Lysimachus had in

mind when he subjected me to this trial ; for he
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Karearria^v , rjyovjxe.vos rov aycova rov rrpos €jjl€

Trap erepcov avru) xprjixaTtaijLov TToiiqaeiv, koL

TrpoaBoKcov, ^v ifiov TTepiylvrjTai roZs Aoyot?, ov

(f>ricTL SiSdaKaXov etvai rcbv aAAa>v, avvTTocxrarov

26 rrjv avrov Svpaj^uv aTraatv elvai So^etv. eA77t^6t Se

pabLOJS Tovro rroLTjaeLV Spa yap vfjids p.€v Xiav

rax^o^S a77oSe;^o/xeVous' rag airLas koL rds Sta-

poXds, e/Lte 8' virep avTcov ov Swrjaofievov d^icos

TTJs So^Tjs dnoXoy^aacidaL /cat Sta to yrjpas /cat

27 Sta TYjv dTTeLpiav tcov tolovtcov dycovcov. ovtoj

fff->/}^ yap pe^icoKa rov irapeXdovra )(p6vov, ajcrre /xTjSeVa

fiOL TTcoTTore jXTjT iv oXiyapx^a /xi^t' iv hiqixoKparia

fM'^d^ v§0Ai p-rjT^ dSiKLav ey/caAeaat, ^^78' etvat

/LtTyre hLaiTrjTr^v fiT^re ScKacrrrjv oamg irepl ra)V ijJLol

ireTvpayixevcov (^avi^crerai KpLrrjs yeyevrjfxevos' tjttl-

arap.Tjv yap auro? p-ev et? tovs dXXovs p.'qSev

i^ajxaprdveLV, dStKou/xevos' Se p^rj p^erd SiKaarrjpLOV

TTOLeladai, rag 'H^ojpias'^ dXX iv roig (f>iXois tols

'XJjli^Jtl iK^ivixiv SiaXveaOai rrepl rdJv dp,(f)La^rjTovp,€i'Cov.

28 cov ovSev pLoi TtXiov yeyovev, dXX dveyKXiqrei p^XP''
ravrrjai Trjg rjXiKLas ^e^LWKws et? rov avrov

KadearrjKa klvSvvov, els ovirep dv el Travras

irvyxavov rjhLKrjKoyg

.

Ov p-rjv rravrdTTacnv ddvp.d) Sta ro p,eye6os rov

Tt/XT^/xaros", aAA' edv nep edeX-qarire p.er* evvoias

[316] dKpodaaaOai, TroAAa? eATrtSa? e;\;a> rovs p-ev St-

<» Cf. Plato, Apology 17 n. Isocrates repeatedly echoes
the defence of Socrates. See General Introd. p. xvii and
Vasold, Ueber das Verhdltniss der isocrateischen Rede Ilepi

avTL^oaews zu Platon's Apologia Socratis.
* The distinction between v^pis (violence) and ddiKia

(injury) is hardly technical. It seems to be between crimes
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ANTIDOSIS, 25-28

thought that this suit against me would bring him

profit from other sources, and he expected that if

he won in the debate with me, whom he calls the

teacher of other men, everyone would regard his

power "as'lrresistible. He is confident that he will

win easily ; for he sees that you are over-ready to

accept slanders and calumnies, while I, because of

my age and nij: lack^ ofexperience in contests of

this kind," shall not be able to reply to them in a

manner worthy of my reputation ; for I have so

Hved all my life till now that no man either under the

ohgarchy or under the democracy has ever charged

me with any offence, whether of violence or injury,''

nor ^vill any man be found to have sat eifhef as

arbitrator " or as judge upon my actions. For I

have schooled myself to avoid giving any offence to

othersPand,wFen I have been wronged by others,

not to seek revenge in court but to adjust the matter

in dispute by conferring with their friends. All this

has availed me nothing ; on the contrary, I who
have lived to this advanced age without complaint

from anyone could not be in greater jeopardy if I

had wTonged all the world.

Yet I am not utterly discouraged because I face

so great a penalty ;
<* no, if you will only hear me

with good will, I am very confident that those who

of personal violence, such as assault, and other offences

against the law in general.
' Certain issues might be kept out of court by being

referred to an arbitrator, either agreed upon by the parties

concerned or designated by lot from the public arbitrators

provided for by law. See Lipsius, Das attische Recht

p. 920 if.

* Isocrates seems to pretend throughout that he, like

Socrates, is being tried on a capital charge.
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eipeva/xevovg tcov ifxcov eTnrrjSevixdrcov /cat TTeTret-

Gfjievovs VTTo T(x)v ^ovXojjievojv pXaG(f)rjfM€tv rax^cos

IxeraTTeiad-qcreadai rrepl avrcov, tovs Se roiovrov

eXvai lie vofj,it,ovTas otos vep elfii, ^e^aiorepov

ert TavTTjv e^eiv Trjv Scdvoiav.

29 "Iva 8e jxr} Xiav evo^Xcx) rroAAa irpo rod TTpdyfxaros

Xiycov, d(j)€ix€vos rovroiv, rrepl c5v otcrere ttjv

ifj'fj(f>ov, rjhrj TreLpdaopiai hthduKeiv Vfxds.

Kat fJLOi avayvojdi rrjv ypa(f)i^v.

rPA<DH.

30 Ek piev Toivvv rrjs ypa^rjs Treipdrai pe StajSaA-

Xeiv 6 KaTtjyopog cu? hia^deipo) rovg vecorepovs

Xeyeiv^iSdaKcov /cat Trapd to St/catot" ev rots dydJat

TrXeoveKrelv, e/c Se tcjv dXXcov Xoycov TTOtet pie

TTjXiKovTov, ocrog ouSet? TTcoTTore yeyovev ovre rdv
TTepl rd ScKacTT'qpLa KaXtvSovpevcov ovre twv irepl

TTjv <l)t,Xoaocf)Lav hiarpiifjdvrojv ov yap puovov tStcoras"

^T]ai pov yeyevrjadai padr^rds, dXXd Kat p-^ropas

/cat OTparrjyovs /cat ^aaiXeas /cat Tvpdvvovs, /cat

XP'^po.ra Trap' avrcov TTapTTXrjdrj rd pev elXr](f)€vai

31 rd S ert /cat vuv Xap^dveiv. rovrov 8e rov rpotrov

TTeTTOirjrai rrjv Karr^yopiav, rjyovpevos e/c pev Sv
KaraXal^oveverai irepi pov /cat rov TrXovrov /cat

rov ttXtjOov^ rcbv padrjrdjv cjidovov aTraat toi?

dKovovaiv eprroLijaeLV, e/c 8e rrjs rrepl rd 8t/ca-

crrripia Trpayparetag els opyrjv /cat plaog vp,ds

Karaarrjaeiv drrep orav mxdojaiv ol Kpivovres

,

XaXencoraroi rots dycovL^opevois eluiv.

" Here, as elsewhere, Isocrates preserves the fiction of a
court scene by caUing upon the clerk to read the formal
charge.
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ANTIDOSIS, 28-31

have been misled as to my pursuits and have been
won over by my would-be slanderers will promptly

change their views, while those who think of me as

I really am will be still more confirmed in their

opinion.

But in order that I may not overtax your patience

by speaking at undue length before coming to the

subject, I shall leave off this discussion and attempt
forthwith to inform you on the question which you
are to vote upon.

(To the clerk.) Please read the indictment. **

(^Tke indictment is read.)

Here in the indictment my accuser endeavours to

vilify me, charging that I corrupt young men*" by V,^^
teaching them to speak and gain their own ad- -^-*^p

vantage in the courts contrary to justice, while in

his speech he makes me out to be a man whose
equal has never been known either among those who
hang about the law-courts or among the devotees

of philosophy ; for he declares that I have had as

my pupils not only private persons but orators,

generals, kings, and despots ;
'^ and that I have

received from them and am now receiving enormous
sums of money. He has made his accusation in

this manner, thinking that his extravagant assertions

about me and my wealth and the great number of
my pupils would arouse the envy of all his hearers,

while my alleged activities in the law-courts would
stir up your anger and hate ; and when judges are

affected by these very^ passions, they are most severe

upon those who are on trial.

' An echo of Plato, Jpology 33 c-d.
* See General Introd. p. xxix.
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Q? ovu TO. fiev jjel^co rod Trpoai^Kovro^ e'iprjK^,

ra S oAco? ijjevherai, pahiios olfxai (f)av€p6v

32 TTOLTqaeiv. d^ico §' vpids tols fX€v Aoyois" ot?

nporepov OLKTjKoaTe Trepi fxov rcbv ^Xaa^-qpuelv Kol

hia^aXXeiv ^ovXop^evcov, purj Trpoaex^iv roy vovv,

pLrjhe TTLareveiv rotg fx-qre pier' iXeyxov pb-qre pierd

KpLaeojs eLpr)pL€voLg, pu-qSe rats So^acg XPV^^'^'' "Letts'

aSt/co)? wtt' cKelvcov vpuv iyyeyevTjpLevais, aAA'

07Tolo9 ris O.V eK rrjs Kanqyopcas rrjs vvv Kal rfjs

oLTToXoytas (f)aivcopiat, roiovrov elvai pue vojxil,eLv

OVTO) yap ycyvcoaKovres avroL re So^ere KaXaJg

[317] Kpiveiv KoX vopLipLOJS, eycu re rev^opuai rrdvrcDV rcov

hiKaicov.

33 "On p.ev ovv ovSels ov6* vtto rfjs Scivorriros rijg

€p.rjs ovd^ VTTO rcov (Tvyypa[.tpiaTa)V /8e)SAa77Tai rdjv

7ToXi,rcov, rov ivecrrcora klvSvvov rjyovpiaL pLeyiarov

elvai reKpLTjpLov. el ydp ris rjv rjhLKr]pLevos, el /cat

rov dXXov xP'^vov YjcrvxlcLV clx^v, ovk dv 'qpieXrjae

rov Kaipov rod vapovrog, dAA' rjXdev dv rjroi.

Ka^qyoprjooiv 7] KarapLaprvpi^acov. ottov yap 6

/X7j8' dKrjKod)s p-'qSev nioTTore (f)Xavpov els dydjvd

pie rrjXiKovrovL Karearrjaev, rj ttov a(f)68p dv ol

KaKios TTeTTOvdores erreipcjvr* dv Slktjv vap ep.ov

34 Xapi^dveiv. ov ydp Sr) rovro y eariv ovr eiKos

ovre hvvarov, e/xe piev TTepl ttoXXovs rjp.aprr]Kevai,

roifs 8e Tat? avpi(f)opais St' epie TrepiTTeTrrcoKoras

rjavx^o-v ex^LV /cat pitj roXpidv eyKaXeiv, dXXa npao-

repovs iv rots ipbols elvai klvSvvois rcov pirjSev
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However, in the one charge he has grossly

exaggerated the facts and in the other he hes

outright, as I think I can easily show. Let me ask

you, however, not to pay any attention to what

you have heard about me in the past from my
would-be slanderers and calumniators, not to credit

charges which have been made ^\-ithout proof or

trial, and not to be influenced by the suspicions

which have been maliciously implanted in you by
my enemies, but to judge me to be the kind of man
which the accusation and the defence in this trial

will show me to be : for if you decide the case on

this basis, you ^\-ill have the credit of judging

honourably and in accordance ^^•ith the law, while I,

for my part, shall obtain my complete deserts.

Now, in fact, no citizen has ever been harmed either
,

by my " cleverness " or by my wTitings, and I think

the most convincing proof of this is furnished by
this trial ; for if any man had been wTonged by me,
even though he might have held his tongue up till

now, he would not have neglected the present

opportunity, but would have come forward to

denounce me or bear witness against me. For

when one who has never in his life heard a single

disparaging word from me has put me in so great

peril, depend upon it, had any suffered injury at

my hands, they would now attempt to have their

revenge." For surely it is neither probable nor

possible both that I, on the one hand, have A^Tonged

many people and that those, on the other hand,

who have been visited with misfortune through me
are silent and refrain from accusing me ; nay, are

kinder to me when my life is in peril than those

o
Cf. Plato, Apology 33 d.
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rihiKr]ix€vcov , i^ov avrots SrjXwaaaLV a TreTrovOaai

35 rT]v ix€yLaTT]v Trap* €fxov Xa^etv TipLCjopiav. aAAd
yap oure irporepov ovre vvv ovhels ju-ot (jjavrjaerai

TOLOVTOV ovSev iyKaXeaag.
' Q.aT ei avy)(ojprjoaipn, ra> Karrjyopio Kal Trpoa-

oixoXoyrjaaifjLL ttcivtcov dvdpcoTTCov etvaL SeivoraTOS,

Kai avyypacjievs tcov Xoyojv rcov Xvttovvtcov v/xas

TOLOvros otos ouSelg dXXos yeyove, ttoXv dv Sticato-

36 repov i7n€LKr)s elvai SoKOLrjv rj t,rjp.njjdei-qv. rod p,ev

yap yeveadat 7Tpoe)(OVTa raJv aAAcot' t] irepl rovs
Xoyovs r) Trepl rds Trpd^eis eiKorcos dv ns ttjv tv^^v
aiTiacraiTO, rod he KaXaJs Kal fMerpiios K€Xpy](jdaL

X ,: TTJ (f)va€L StKaicos dv drravres rov rporrov tov epbov

€TTaivea€tav

.

Ov jxrjv ouS' ei ravr €X<ov Trepl epavrov Xeyeiv,

ov8 ovTco ^avTjCTo/xai Trepl rovs Xoyovs rovs

37 roLovrovs yeyevrjpevos . yvojaeaBe K^ etT r€>v

eTTirr\hevp.droiv rd)v epdjv, e^ aivrrep olovT iarlv

elSevai rrjv dX-qdeiav ttoXv pdXXov i^ irapd rd>v

Sia^aXXovriov. otpai yap ovSeva rovr* dyvoelv,

on TTavres dvdpcuTTOL rrepL rov roTrov rovrov

elwdaat htarpi^eiv, ddev dv TrpoeXcovrai rov ^iov

38 TTopit,eadaL. rovs pev roivvv (xtto rd)v avp^oXaiuiv

rdiiv vperepoiv t,d)vras Kal rrjs Trepl ravra TTpay-

pareias tSoir dv povov ovk iv rois hiKaarr^piois

[318] otKovvras, epe 8' ovSels ttcottoO ecopaKev ovr ev

roZs avvehpioLS ovre TvepL rds dvaKpiaeLS ovr eTrl

rols hiKaarripioLS ovre Trpos roZs bLaLrrjraXs, dXX

" See General Introd. p. xx.
* The (xvveSpLov, a board made up of the six junior archons

called Thesmothetae, had jurisdiction over a large number
of oifences against the state.
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who have suffered no injury, especially since all they

have to do is to testify to the wrongs I have done
them in order to obtain the fullest reparation. But
neither in the past nor now will anyone beTbund to

have made any such complaint.

If, therefore, I were to agree with my accuser

and concede his claim that I am the " cleverest " of

men and that I have never had an equal as a WTiter

of the kind of speeches which are offensive to you,

it would be much more just to give me credit for

being an honest man than to punish me ; for when
a man has superior talents whether for speech or

for action, one cannot fairly charge it to anvthing
but fortune, but when a man makes good and tem-
perate use of the power Avhich nature has given him,
asTiTiny o'vsn case, all the world ought in justice

to commend his character.

However, though I might advance this argument
in my behalf, I shall never be found to have had
anything to do with speeches for the courts." You
can judge this from my habits of^life, from which,
indeed, you can get at the truth much better than
from the lips of my accusers ; for no one is, I think,

bhnd to the fact that all people are wont to spend
their time in the places where they elect to gain
their livelihood. And you will observe that those
who live upon your contracts and the litigation

connected with them are all but domiciled in the
courts of law, while no one has ever seen me either

at the council-board,^ or at the preliminaries,*^ or

in the courts,** or before the arbitrators *
; on the

' The dva.Kpi.ai.s was any preliminary hearing before an
appropriate magistrate.

'' The regular Heliastic jury-panels. See Areop. 54, note.
' Cf. 21, note.
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ovTOJS a7re;^o/xat tovtcov aTravTcov ct»s ouSeij aAAo?
TCOV TToXlTOJV.

39 "ETretr' eKeivovs jjiev dv evpoire Trap* vfxlv ixovoig

XP'r]yia-ril,eadaL Sfva/xeVous", et 8' d'AAoae ttol vXev-
aeiav, ivSeels dv ovras rwv Kad^ r^^iepav, e/xot 8e

ras evTTOptas, Trept (Lv ovros /xet^drcos' elprjKev,

e^codev aTTaaas yeyevrjfxevas' en 8e rot? /xen' TrXrjaLd-

^ovras Tj Tovs iv KaKoXs avrous ovras ^ tows' eripois

TTpayfiara napex^f'V ^ovXojxevovs, epiol he tovs

'Vjs J
. TxXEiaTqv a^oXriv rojv 'EiXXt]vcov dyovras.

'^^ '40 'H/couCTare 8e Kal rod Karrjyopov Xeyovros on
TTapd NiKOKXeovs rov HaXapuvLOJV ^acjiXeojs ttoXXols

eXa^ov /cat jxeydXas Scopea?. Kairoi rivt inarov

vp,(ji)v eariv cos Nt/co/cA'^S' eSw/ce fxoL ravras, iva

hiKas fiavOavr) Xeyeiv, os /cat rot? aXXois nepl rcov

d[j,(f)La^rjroviJi€va)v (Larrep SeaTTorrjs eSi/ca^er; a>ar^

i^ (Lv avros oSros etprjKe, pahtov Karafxadelv ort

< TToppco rajv TTpayjxareLOJv eifXL rcov Trept rd avfi-

41 ^oXaia yiyvojjievcov . dXXd pbrjv KdKeZvo Trdai (jiave-

pov iariv on TTapiTTXrjdels etatr ot jrapaaKevd^ovres

TOVS Xoyovs TOLs €v rols SiKaariipLois aya)vit,o-

fievoLs. rovrojv p,ev tolvvv roaovrojv ovrcov ovoeis

TTcoTTore (^av^aerai ixadrird)V ri^La>p,evos, iyoj Se

TrXeiovs elXqcficos, <^S cf}rjaLV 6 Kariqyopos, rj avpb-

TTavres ol Trept rrjv (j>LXoao^Lav Scarpt^ovres. Kai-

roi, TTCos et/coy rovs roaovrov rots iTTiTT^Sevfiaaiv

dXXTJXwv d(f)eard)ras Trept rds avrds Trpa^et?

Tjyeludac Starpt^etv;

42 "^x^^ ^^ TToXXds eiTTetv Sia^opa? Trept rod ^iov

rov r' ifj-ov Kal rcov Trepl ras St/ca?, €K€lvcds Vfids

\, " There is a story that Isocrates charged no fees to

^ Athenian pupils.
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contrary, I have kept aloof from all these more
than any of my fellow-citizens.

Moreover, you will find that these men are able

to carry on a profitable business in Athens alone ;

if they were to sail to any other place they would
starve to death ; while my resources, which this y
fellow Jias exaggerated, have all come to me from
abroad^^ Then again you will find associated wdth

them either men who are themselves in evil case or

who want to ruin others, while in my company
are those who of all the Hellenes lead the most
untroubled lives.

But you have heard also from my accuser that I

have received many great presents from Nicocles,

the king of the Salaminians.* And yet, can any one
of you be persuaded that Nicocles made me these

presents in order that he might learn how to plead

cases in court—he who dispensed justice, like a

master, to others in their disputes ? So, from what
my accuser has himself said, it is easy for you to

conclude that I have nothing to do with litigation.

Nay, everyone is aware of this also, that there is a

superabundance of men who produce speeches for

litigants in the courts^ Nevertheless you will not

find that any one of them, numerous as they are, has

ever been thought worthy to have pupils, while I,

as my accuser states, have had more than all the

rest together who are occupied with philosophy .

Yet how can anyone think that people who are so

far apart in their ways of life are engaged in the

same occupations ?

But although I could point out many contrasts

between my own car^'ej^ and that of the pleaders
'-^

* See Isocrates, \^. I. p. 39, L.C.L.
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Tfyovfjiai To-X'-aT av d(f>€a6aL rijs So^rjs ravr-qg, et

Tt? u/xii^ eTTtSei^ete /xi) tovtcov tcov TTpayfxdrcov

IxadrjTOLS fiov yiyvofJievovs d)v 6 KaTrjyopos etprjKe,

fjLTjSe TTepl rovs Xoyovs ovra fxe Seivov rovs nepl

fj'^ 43 roJv ihiaxv (JvpL§oXaia}v . oi/xat ydp Vfids, i^eXey-

Xdjlevrjs TrJ5 atTta?"^? elxov irporepov, i^rjrelv

erepav jxeraXa^elv StdvoLav, Kal irodeZv dKOvaai
nepi TTOLOvg dXXovs Xoyovg yeyevrjp,€vos rrjX.LKavT'qv

So^av eXa^ov.

[319] Et jji^p ovv pLOi (JWOLoeL KarenrovrL ttjv dXyjOeiav,

OUK otSa* xaXeTTOv ydp crroxd^eadai ttjs vjxerepas

hiavoias' ov jjltjv dXXd TTapp-qacdaofiai. ye Trpos

44 u/xas". Kal ydp dv alaxwdet-qi^ rovs rrXqcndaavras

,

€1 TToXXdKig €lp7]Kd>s OTt Se^at/xTjv dv dnavTas
^ I \J ^ elSevat rovs TToXirag /cat rdv ^iov dv ^a)_ /cat rovs

Xoyovs ovs Xeyco, vvv p,rj hrjXoir^v Vfuv avrovs aJ^
aTTOKpvTTrofxevos (f)av€.irjv. d)S ovv aKovaofJievoi rrjv

dXtjdetav, ovro} Trpoaex^re rov vovv.

45 JJpdJrov jjiev ovv eKelvo Set piadelv vp.ds, on
rpoTTOk rdjv Xoytov elalv ovk iXdrrovs '^ rcov fierd

fierpov TTOLTjudrajv. ol [xev ydp rd yevr] rd rcov

rj/xiddcov dvai^'qrovvres tov ^iov rov avrcjv Karerpi-

ijiav, ol Se irepi rovs TTOirjrds i(f)iXo(j6cf)7jaav, erepoi

—J
3e rds TTpd^eis rds iv rots TToXefiois avvayayelv

if^ovXijO-qaav, d'AAot Se' rti^es" Trept rds ipcorrjaeis

[ i^[P Kal rds dTTOKploeis yeyovaaiv, ovs ^:EIJ^£!y''Kgvs

46 KaXovaii^ e'lr] S' dv ov jxiKpov epyov, el Trdaas ris

rds^l8eas)rdsT^v^dY<ov^ i^apidixelv e7nx^i-p7]aei,ev

rjs S'--0W efioL TTpocnqKei, ravrrjs fJivrjadecs idaa)

rds dXXas.

" Elsewhere called disputation ("eristic"). See General
Introd. p. xxi.
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ANTIDOSIS, 42-46

in the courts, I believe that the quickest way to

disabuse your mind of this confusion would be to

show that people do not study under me what my
accuser says they do, and that I am not clever at

the kind of oratory which has to do with' private

disputes. For I think, now that the charge under
^vHlcTi I formerly laboured has been disproved,

you are anxious to change your attitude and
want to hear from me what sort of eloquence it

is which has occupied me and given me so great a

reputation.

Whether, indeed, it is going to profit me to speak
the truth, I am not sure ; for it is hard to conjecture

what is in your thoughts. Yet, for all that, I am
going to speak to you absolutely ^\•ithout reserve.

For I should blush before my associates, if, after

haxinsT told them again and again that I should

be glad to have everyone of my fellow-citizens know
the life I lead and the speeches which I compose,
I did not now lay them open before you, but appeared
rather to attempt to hide them away. Be assured,

therefore, that you shall hear from me the wliole

truth, and in this spirit give me your attention.

First of all, then, you should know that there are

no fewer branches of composition in prose than in

verse. For some men have devoted their lives to

researches in the genealogies of the demi-gods ;

others have made studies in the poets ; others

have elected to compose histories of wars ; while

still others have occupied themselves with dialogue,''

and are called dialecticians. It would, however, be
no slight task to attempt to enumerate all the forms

of px'ose, and I shall take up only that which is

pertinent to me, and ignore the rest.
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EtCTt yap TLves ot rojv fxev TrpoeLpiq^eviov ovk
a7T€ipa>s exovat, ypa<f>€iv 8e TrpoT^prjvraL Xoyovs ov

- TTepL roiv Ihloiv avfi^oXaiajv, aAA' 'ILXAtjvlkovs /cat

C4:^/f''/'}'^^^'-''''-'^(^^S /cat TTav-qyvpLKovs, ovs drravTes av

yT ^Tjaaiev oyuoLorepovs elvai rols {jiera [xovaLKrjs /cat

- ^ _^
pvdficov 7T€7TOLr]jjievoLS T] TOLS iv )hLKaaT7]piw Xeyo-

y^ y^7 fievois. /cat yap rfj Ae^et rroL-qTiKioTepa /cat TTot/ct-

Xcorepa ras vpa^eis StjXovgl, /cat rot? ivdvixt^fxaaiv

oyKa)8eaTepoLg /cat KaivorepoLS ^prjadaL l,r]TovaLi>,

€TL 8e rat? d'AAat? tSeat? emcfiavearepais /cat

TrXeiodLv oXov rov Xoyov Stot/couatv.

j<y F~t^-^ '£lv d-TTavres P'^v aKovovres )(aLpovaiv ovhkv tJttov

'
A/tixl't/'' ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^'^ p^erpoLS TTCTTOLrjp^evojv, ttoXXol Se /cat

? fj^^ y pLaOjiral ytyveadai ^ovXovrai, vop,it,ovr€g rovg eV

TovroLS 7Tpa>T€vovTas TToXi) GO(f)Cor€povs /cat jSeA-

TLOvs /cat p,dXXov co(f)€XeLV 8vpap,€vovg etvai tcDj^

// / 48 ras" St/ca? ei5 Aeydp'rcoj^. avviaaai yap Tols p^kv

*^^'^-v Sta TToXvTTpaypLoavvTjv epLireipoLs tcov dywvcov yeye-

v7]p.€vois, Tovs 8' eK d>i,Xoaoj)ias eKeivcov tcov Xoycov

[320J cov dpri irpoeZTTOv rrjv Bvi'ap,Lv elXri(f)6rag , /cat Toy?

p.ev htKavLKOvs 8oKovvrag etvai ravrrjv ttjv rjp.€pav

p,6vr)v dveKTOVs ovrag iv
fj

irep av dya>VLl,6p,€voL

V y)Of^ TvyydvojOL, tovs 8' iv o.Tracrats' rat? OjUiAtat? /cat

rrapd TrdvTa tov xP^vov ivTip^ovs ovTag /cat Sog-qs

^^j' i.
49 eTTieiKovs TvyxdvovTas' €ti 8e tovs P'iv, r^v 6<j)dcoai

l/'y^ 8t? ^ Tpls eTTL TCx)v hiKaaTriplojv, pLiaovpievovs /cat

hia^aXXopevovs , tovs 8' octoj rrep av TrXeioai /cat

TrAeom/ct? avyyiyvojvTaL, togovtoj p,dXXov 6avpLat,o-

pLevovs' npos 8e tovtois tovs p^v irepl Tas 8t/cas'

heLvovs TToppo) Twv Xoycov eKeivcov ovTas, tovs el

" See General Introd. p. xxiv.
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For there are men who, albeit they are not

strangers to the branches which I have mentioned,
have chosen rather to vrrite discourses, not for private

disputes, but which deal with the world of Hellas,

with affairs of state, and are appropriate to be
delivered at the Pan-Hellenic assembhes—discourses

which, as everyone \\i\\ agree, are more akin to

works composed in rhythm and set to rnusic than

to the speeches which are made in court. For they

set forth facts in a style more imaginative and
more ornate ; they employ thoughts which are more
lofty and more original, and, besides, they use

throughout figures of speech in greater number and
of more striking character."

All men take as much pleasure in listening to

this kind of prose as in listening to poetry, and many
desire to take lessons in it, believing that those who
excel in this field are wiser and better and of more
use to the world than men who speak well in court.

For they know that while the latter owe to a capacity

for intrigue their expertness in forensjc debate, the
former have drawn from their pjursuit of vtisdom the t ^^JcO^
eloquence which I have described ; that vvhite those

^'

who are thought to be adept in court procedure are

tolerated only for the day when they are engaged
in the trial, the devotees of philosophy are honoured
and held in high esteem in every society and at all

times ; that, furthermore, while the former come to

be despised and decried as soon as they are seen
two or three times in court, the latter are admired
more and more as they become better and more
widely knovvTi ; and, finally, that while clever pleaders
are sadly unequal to the higher eloquence, the
exponents of the latter could, if they so desired,
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o povXrjdelev Ta)(€cos av eXelv Kal rovrovs Svvt] -

50 devrag. ravra Xoyit,6^evoi /cat ttoXv Kpeirrio voyci-

t,ovTes elvai rrjv atpecriv, ^ovXovrai [Meraax^iv rrjs

TratSeta? Tavrrjs, rjg 01)8' av eyto ^avei-qv aTieX')-]Xa-

fievos, dXXa ttoXXw xapiearipav ho^av elXiqcjxjijs

.

Yiepl p.kv ovv rrjs epirjs etre ^ovXeade KaXelv

Swdfiecos €LT€ (j)i)^ao^Las etre hiarpL^rjs, aKiqKoaTe

51 TToiaav ttjv dXTJdetav. ^ovXofiai Se Trepl e/Ltaurou

/cat vofxav deZvai ^aXeTTCoTepov t] Trepl rojv aAAcov,

/cat Xoyov eLTretv Opaavrepov ^ /caret Tr]v epLrjv

qXiKcav. d^Lto yap ov piovov, el ^Xa^epoXs ;)(pa;/Aat

TOLS Aoyot?, pLT^hepLids (Tvyyvuifxrjg rvyxdveiv nap*

vjjLoJv, dXX el firj roiovrois oIol^ ovhels dXXos, ttjv

[xeyLaTYjv VTToax^^v npLOipiav. ovx ovrco 8' ctj^

ToXpLTjpdv iTTOtr^adjJirjv rrjv VTToax^criv, el fxrj Kal

Bet^eLV rjpieXXov vpZv Kal pahiav TTOL-qaeiv rrjv

SLdyvo)aLV avrcbv.

62 ''E;)^et yap ovTOiS' eyd) KaXXiarqv rjyovp,a(, Kal

hLKaLOTaTrjV etvai rrjv roiavTiqv diroXoyiav, i^rt?

elSevai iroiel tovs StKa^ovras chs Svvarov pLdXiara,

TrepL cov TTjV ifj7Jcl)OV OLGOVGi, Kal fXTj TrXavdadai rrj

Stavota /xryS dp,(f)tyvoeLv tovs TdXrjOi] XeyovTas.

63 el fJLev tolvvv rjya}VLl,6p.7]v ojs irepl rrpd^eis TLvds

rjp^apTrjKcos, ovk av olos t' rjv ISelv vpuv auras'

TTapaax^Xv, dXX avay/cato;? ^^X^^ et/ca^ovra? Vfids

eK TOiv elpy]p,ev(jiiv SiaytyvcoaKeiv ottws €tvx€T€

TTcpi TCtJv ' TTeTTpayp^evcov eTretSi^ Se Trepl tovs

Xoyovs ex^i ttjv acTtav, ot/xat jxdXXov vpXv ep.-

54 (ftavtelv ttjv dX-qdecav. avTovs yap vplv hei^io

" Cf.Paneg. 11, 12.
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ANTIDOSIS, 49-54

easily master also the oratory of the courts.'*

Reflecting on these facts, and considering it to be
by far the better choice, they elect to have a part

in that culture wherein, it would appear, neither

have I myself been an alien but have, on the
contrary, won a far more gracious reputation.

Now you have heard the whole truth about my
power, my philosophy, my profession, or whatever
you care to call it.* However, I want to set up
for myself a more difficult standard than for other
people, and to make a proposition which may seem
over-rash for my years. For I ask vou not only to
show me no mercy, if the oratory which I cultivate

is harmful, but to inflict on me the extreme penalty
if it is not superior to any other." But I should not
have made so bold a proposal, if I were not about
to show you what my eloquence is and to make it

very easy for you to pass judgement upon it.

For it is this way : the best and fairest defence,
in my opinion, is that which enables the judges to

know the facts, so far as this is possible, in regard
to the issues on which they are to vote, and which
leaves no room for them to go astray in their judge-
ment or to be in doubt as to which party speaks the
truth. If, however, I were being tried for some
criminal act, I should not have been able to produce
the act itself before your eyes but you would
have had to conjecture the facts from what I said

and pass judgement as best you might. But since

I am charged -vWth offending by my words, I think
that I shall be in a better position to make you
see the truth ; for I shall present in evidence the

* The language of this sentence is reminiscent of Plato,
Apology 20 d, e. " Cf. the boast in Paneg. 14.
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Tovs elprjixevovs utt' e/xou /cat yeypafifxevovs, war
ov 8o^aaavT€s aAAa aa(f)a)s etSore? ottoZoL Tives

[321] etcrt xi^v ilj'fj<f)OV o'iaeTe Trepl avribv. airavTas fJ-^v

ovv 8ia reXovs emeiv ovk av 8wat/A7jv o yap

Xpovos o SeSo/xeVo? i^/xtv oAiyo? icrriv wavep 8e

tcDp' KapTTcov, i^eveyKelv eKaarov heZypba ireipa-

O i/^'-'' crojxaL. puKpov yap pbipos aKovaavres pahiojs to

7>A^/ T ifjiov Tjdos yviopi€LT€ /cat Tibv Xoycov t7]v bvvafjLiv

f"^^^

)

aTrdvTOJV pLadrjaeade.

55 AeojLtai Se rcov TroAAa/ct? dveyvcoKorcov rd jLte'A-

Aoi'Ta prjd-qaeadai pLrj l^rjTeZv iv rep irapovTi irap

ep,ou Kan'ovg Xoyovg, /xt^S' oxXrjpov jLte vopal^eiv,

OTL Xeyco Tovs TrdXai Trap' vjjUv SLaredpvXrjixevovs.

el pL€V yap eTrihei^iv TTOLOvfxevos eXeyov avrovg,

eiKorois dv elxov ttjv airlav ravrrjv vvv he Kpivo-

fxevos /cat KivSvvevcov dray/cct^ojuat ;(p'^CT^at rovrov

56 rov rpoTTOV avroig. /cat yap dv Trdvrcov e'lrjv /cara-

yeXaaroraros , el rov Karrjyopov Sia^dXXovrog ore

roLovrovs ypd(f)co Xoyovg ot /cat rrjv ttoXiv jSAa-

rrrovai /cat rovs vewrepovs hLajideipovat, St' erepcov

7TOLOip,r]v rrjv diroXoyiav, e^ov avroiig hei^avri

rovrovs drroXvaaadai rrjv Sia^oXrjv rrjv Xeyoixevqv

TTepl r)pid)v.

'YfMds piev ovv d^Lco puoi, Sta ravra avyyvcop/qv

€X€t,v /cat GwayoiVLurds ylyveadai, rocs 8e aAAot?

rjSr] TTepalveiv emxetp'qaco, puKpov eri^ Trpoeivcov,

Lva paov eTTaKoXov6<jL)ai rols Aeyo/xeVots".

^ fMKpbv In r : /xiKpdv ti vulg.

" No case could occupy more than one day, and the
speakers were limited in time by the clepsydra or water-
clock.
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actual words which I have spoken and written, so

that you will vote upon my discourses, not from
conjecture, but with clear knowledge of their nature.

I cannot, however, present them all in complete
form ; iipr the time which has been allowed me is too

short.^ But just as is done with fruits, I shall try

to produce a sample of each kind. For when you
have heard a small portion of them you will easily

recognize my true character and appreciate the
force of all my speeches.

But I beg those of you who have read many
times what you are now about to hear, not to expect
new discourses from me on the present occasion nor
think me burdensome because I repeat what has long
been the talk of Athens. For if I were to repeat
my orations in order to display my powers, '' I should
reasonably be liable to this complaint ; but now that
I am on trial and in jeopardy I have no choice but to ^—^
use my speeches in this fashion. For it would be the / />J^
height of absurdity if in a case where my accuser ^^J^?-*^
denounces me for writing the kind of speeches which. " A
both hurt our city and corrupt our youth I used
other speeches in my defence, when I can clear my
name of the calumnies which are being heaped upon
it by producing before you the very discourses of
which he complains.

I ask of you, then, for these reasons to bear \\ith

me and to lend me your support. But for the benefit

of the others on the jury <= I shall attempt to proceed
with my selections, after a further word of explanation
to enable them to follow more easily what is said.

* That is, in making an epideictic lecture or show speech.
' That is, those of the jury who had not "read these

discourses many times."
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67 '0 jxev yap Xoyog 6 fJLeXXcov TrpoJTOs vfxiv 8ei-

)(dr]aeadaL /car' cKeivovs iypd(f>rj tovs -x^povovs, ore

AaKeSaifjLovioL pbkv rjpxov rwv 'KAX-qvcuv, rjfjieis 8e

raTT€Lvu)s €TTpdrTopi€v. eari 8e tows' p-ev "ISiXXrjvas

TTapaKaXcov cttI ttjv tcov ^ap^dpojv OTpareiav,

AaKeSaipiovLOLs Se Trepl rrjs r^yepiovias dp,(f)Lcr^T]ra)V.

58 TOLavTTjv Se rrjv VTTodecnv rroLrjadpLevos , aTTO^aivoj

TTjv TToXiv dndvTCOv T(Ji)v VTTapxovTCov Tols "EiXXrjaiv

ayadcov atrtav yeyevqpLevqv. d(f)opccrdpevos 8e rov

Xoyov Tov TTepl tcov tolovtcov evepyeoLcbv, /cat

PovX6p,€vos TTjv TjyepiovLav en aa(j>earepov 0,770-

<j>aLveLV (lis eari rrj^ TToXeoJS, evOevSe rrodev im-
X^i^poJ StSctCT/ceiv TTepl tovtcjv, (Lg rfj TToXei Tip-dadaL

TTpocT'qKei. TToXv pLaXXov €K TOJi' TTepl TOV TToXepov

KtvSvvcov r) TCOV dXXcov evepyeaLwv.

59 "Q.ifJLTjV fxev ovv auro? Svvqaeadai, BieXdeiv Trepl

avTCx)V' vvv he pe to yrjpas epTToSi^ei Kal TTOiel

[322] TTpoaTTayopevetv. iv ovv p,rj TravTdTTaaiv eKXvda>

TToXXchv eTL piOL XeKTecov ovTcov, dp^dpuevos aTTO

TTJs TTapaypa(f)rjs dvdyvcodi to, TTepl ttjs rjyepiovLas

aVTOLS.
EK TOT nANHrXPIKOT

§ 51-§ 99

60 Ilepl p,ev ovv Trjg rjyepioVLag, d)s SiKaiws dv etrj

TTJs voXecDS, pdSiov eK TOiv etprjpievcov KaTap^adelv.

evdvp,-q6r]Te Se vpos vpids avTovs, el Sokco tols

Xoyoig hia^deipeiv tovs veojTepoys, oAAo. pur} Trpo-

Tpeveiv eTT dpeTrjv Kal tovs vrrep ttj? voXecag

KLvSvvovs, 7] SiKaicos dv Bovvai SiK-qv VTrep tcov

elprjpievcov, dAA' ovk dv xaptv Kopbiaaadat Trap

61 vpicijv Tr]v p^eyLCTTTjv, os ovtcos iyKeKcopaaKa ttjv

TToXlV Kal tovs TTpoyOVOVS Kal TOVS KlvbvVOVS TOVS
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The discourse which is to be submitted to you first

was written at the time when the Lacedaemonians
were the first power in Hellas, while our fortunes

were at low ebb. In it I summon the Hellenes to

make an expedition against the barbarians, and I

dispute the right of the Lacedaemonians to take

the lead. Developing this theme, I show that Athens
has been author of all the advantages which the

Hellenes now enjoy. Then, having concluded the

account of these benefactions, and desiring to show
more convincingly that leadership in the expedition

is the right of Athens, I further try to prove that

far greater honour is due to her for the perils she

has faced in war than for her other benefactions.

Now I thought that I should be able to go through ,

these passages myself, but I find that my age hampers^^ Cv^i

me and causes me to give out easily. So then, in order

that I may not break down utterly while there are still

many things which I must say, let the clerk begin at the

place marked and read the passage on the hegemony.

[Extract from the Panegyricus 51-99-

See Isocrates, Vol. I. pp. 148-181, L.C.L.]

As to the hegemony, then, it is easy enough for

you to make up your minds from w'hat has been
read to you that it should by right belong to Athens.
But, I beg of you, consider well whether I appear to

you to corrupt the young by my words, or, on the
contrary, to inspire them to a life of valour and of
dangers endured for their country ; whether I

should justly be punished for the words which have
been read, or whether, on the contrary', I deserve to

have your deepest gratitude for having so glorified

Athens and our ancestors and the wars which were
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ev €K€t.voig Tols ;^pdvois' yeyevrjfxevovg, (Lore rovg
T€ irporepov ypatpavrag rrepl rr]v viroQeaiv ravTiqv

anavras r](f>avLKevai rovg Xoyovs, alaxwofjievovs
vnep T(x)v €Lpr]fievajv avTols, rovs re vvv SoKouvras
eivai, Seivovs fir) roXfiav ert Xiyeiv rrepl tovtcov,

aiXXa KaTafi€fX(f)eadaL rrjv 8vvap.iv ttjv a(f)€T€pav

avTcov.

62 AAA o/xaj?, TOVTCOV ovtcus ixovTCOV, (fiavrjaovTal

TLves rwv evpeXv puev ovBev oj)8' eiTTeiv d^tov Xoyov
[323] Svvap,€va}v, iTTiTip-dv 8e /cat ^aaKalveiv to. tcov

aXXcvv pLepLeXeTrjKOTOjv, ot )(^apL€VTOJS puev elpfjadai

TavTa (ji-qaovai, {to yap €v ^dovqaoyaiv ecTreZv),

TToXv p.€VTOi ;^pT7(7i/xa»Te/Joy? elvat twv Xoycov /cat

KpeiTTOVs Tovs iTTiTrX'^TTOVTag rots' vvv dp,apTavo-

fxevois Tj Tovs TO. 7T€7Tpayp,€va rrpoTepov CTraivovvTag

,

/cat Tovs vnep a>v Set Trparretv ovp^ovXevovTas t]

TOV9 Ttt TxaAata tcov epyiov Sie^iovTas.

63 "Iv ovv /LtT^Se raur' excoaLv elvelv, d^epievos tov

^orfdelv TOLs elprjpievois TreipdcropiaL piepos eTepov

Xoyov ToaovTov, oaov Trep dpTi, SieXdelv vplv, ev

CO (fiavQaopiai Trepl tovtojv aTravTcov TToXXrjv eTTi-

pLeXeiav 7T€7TOLrjp,4vos. eoTi Se ra pikv iv dpxfj
Xeyopieva Trepl ttjs elp-qvqs ttjs irpos Xtous' /cat

64 PoStous' /cat Bf^at'Tious', eTnhei^as S' co? ovp,cf)epeL

TTj TToXei StaXvaaadat tov TroXepov, KaT-qyopd) ttjs

Swaa-Teiag Trjg ev rot? "EAAryat /cat ttjs dpx'fjs Trjg

/caro. ^aAarrav, d7TO(f)al.va>v avTrjv ovBev Sia(f)epov-

aav ovTe Tat? TTpd^eaiv ovTe rot? irddeai tojv p,ov-

apxtdjv dvafupLvrjaKO) Se /cat Ta uvpL^avTa St avTrjV

TTJ TToAet /cat AaKeSaipiovLOLs /cat rots' a'AAots dvaai.

65 8taAe;^^ets Se vepl tovtojv, /cat ras ttj? 'EAAaSos

avp,(f)opds 6Svpdp,evos, /cat ttj TToAet rrapaiveaas
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ANTIDOSIS, 61-65

fought in those days that the orators who had
composed discourses on this theme have destroyed

them all, being ashamed of their own efforts, while

they who to-day are reputed to be clever dare no
longer to speak upon this subject, but confess the

feebleness of their own powers.

But yet. although these things are true, you will

find among those who are unable to create or say

anything of value, but are past masters in criticizing

and prejudicing the works of others, some who will

say that all this is spoken " prettily " (for they will

be too grudging to say " well "), but that those

discourses are better and more profitable which
denounce our present mistakes than those which
praise our past deeds, and those which counsel us

what we ought to do than those which recount

ancient history.

Well, then, in order that I may forestall even this

objection, I shall abstain from defending the speech
to which you have hstened and shall attempt to

bring before you a selection of equal length from
another oration, in which it will be seen that I have
given much attention to all these questions. At the

beginning of this oration I speak on the question of

making peace with the Chians, the Rhodians, and the

Byzantines ; and, after I have shown that it is to

the advantage of Athens to end the war, I^ecry
our doniiniqn oyer the Hellenes and our sea-power,
sTio\ving that it is no whit different, either in its

conduct or in its results, from tyranny. I recall also

the evils which that power has brought upon Athens,
upon the Lacedaemonians, and upon all the others.

After having dwelt upon this subject, deplored the

misfortunes of Hellas, and urged Athens not to allow
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ws XPV f^V TJ'^pi'OpS.v avTTjv ovtoj Trpdrrovaav, inl

reXevTYJ? iiri re rriv hiKaioavvrjv TrapaKaXco /cai

rots' afxapTavofjievoLS eTrnrXrirroi /cat Trept rcov

jjieXXovrojv avfi^ovXevco.

Aa^d)V ovv a.p)rr]v ravTrjv odev SiaAeyojitat Trept

avTcov, avayvcodi /cat rovro to p-epos avrols,

66 EK TOT IIEPI EIPHNH2
§ 25-% 56, § 132-§ 145

67 Avotv p,€V roivvv XoyoLv a/CT^/coare* ^ovXop,ai Se

[321] KO-t' Tov rpirov pcKpa SteA^etv, tv' u/tti' en p,aAAoi'

yevrjraL Kara^aves on Trdvres ol Xoyoi rrpos dperrjv

/cat biKaioavvrjv ovvreivovcnv. eari S' o p-eXXcov

h€L)(drj(j€adai Nt/co/cAet to) Y^virpLw, ro) /car'

eKelvov Tov XP^^^^ ^acnXevovri, avp^^ovXevcov (hs

.

Set Tcov' TToAtrtDv dpx^t,v ovx 6p,OLcos Se yeypaTrrai

08 Tot? dv€yvajap,€vois ovroi p,€v yap to XeyopLCvov

op,oXoyovp,€vov aet rw vpoetp7]p,evip /cat CTuy-

K€KXeLp.ivov exovGiv, iv Se toutoj rovvavriov

anoXvaas yap dno rov Trporepov /cat ^^ajpi's", coa-

7re/3 TO. KaXovp,€va /cec^aAata, noi-qaas, Tretpc^p^ai

Sia ^pax^cov eKaarov cdv avuBovXevo) (f)pd^€iv.

69 TOVTOV 8' eVe/ca ravrrjv eTTOLrjaapLrfV rrjv VTTodeaiv,

rjyovpievos e/c roi; Trapaivetv r'qv re htdvoiav rr)v

e/cetVou jxdXtar' ox^eArjoetv /cat tov rpoTTOV rov

ip,avrov rdxi'Crra SrjXa)a€LV. Sta tt^i^ avrrjv Se

ravrrjv 7Tp6(f)aaiv /cat vOt' auToi^ UjUti' Set^at Trpo-

eiXojjirjv, ovx ^^ dpiara rdJv Xolttiov yeypap-pevov,

dAA' CO? e/c rovrov p,dXLara ^avepo? yev7]a6p,evos,

ov rpoTTOv eWiapbaL Kal rois ISicoraig /cat toi?

" See Vol. I. p. 3, note a.
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ANTIDOSIS, 65-69

herself to remain in her present state, finally I

summon her to a career of justice, I condemn the

mistakes she is now making, and I counsel her as to

her future policy.

(To ike clerk.) Now begin at the point where I

start to discuss these matters and read this selection

also to the jury.

[Extracts from oration On the Peace 25-56, 132 to

the end. See this Vol. pp. 22-43, 90-97.]

You have heard parts of two discourses ; I want
now to run through a few topics from a third, in

order that it may become even more e\'ident to you ^/)<^»y
that all mv writings tend toward virtue and justice. 7 *

The one which is about to be produced before you
is addressed to Nicocles of Cyprus, who at that time -

, , , <:,

was king, and is made up or advice to him as to

how to rule over his people. It is not, however,
composed in the same style as the extracts which
have been read. For in them each part is always
in accord and in logical connexion with that which
goes before ; but in this, on the contrary, I detach
one part from another, and breaking up the discourse,

as it were, into what we call general heads, I strive

to express in a few words each bit of counsel wliich

I have to offer." But my reason for \\Titing upon
this subject was that I thought my ad\ice would be
the best means of aiding his understanding and at

the same time the readiest means of publishing my
own principles. It was with the same motive that 1

decided to present this discourse to you on the present
occasion, not that it is the best written of my works,

but that through it you will best see in what spirit

I am wont to deal with princes as well as with
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70 hvva.ara.is TrkqaiaC^eiv ^avy]oo[ia.i yap Trpos avrov

[325] eXevdepcos Kal rrjs iroXecos d^iojs SietAey/zeVos", ^at

ov Tov €K€LVOV ttXovtov ovhe TTjv SvvajXLV depa-

TTevcjv aAAa rots' ap)(op.€.voLS eirapivvoiv, ical irapa-

aK€V(xt,ojv Ka9^ oaov rjSwdfMrjv ttjv TToXiTelav avrols

(Ls olovre Trpaordnqv. ottov Se ^aaiXeZ StaAeyd-

fievos virep tov St^/xou tovs Xoyovs eTToiovfxrjv,

\ rjTTOV Tols iv hrjpLOKpaTLa TToXiTevopLevoig cr(f)6Sp^

dv TTapaKeXevaaLfjLTjv to ttXtjOos depaTreveiv.

71 El' fxev ovv TO) TrpooLp.La> Kal rots TrpcoTOis Xeyo-

/jtevoLS e7TLTi.jxa) tols fiovapxtaLs, otl heov avrovs
TTjv (f)p6vr]aLV doKeZv fxdXXov tcjv dXXcov, ol Se

X^Zpov TTathevovrai tcov ISlcotcov. SiaXexd^l? Se

TTepl TOVTOJV, TrapaLvco rep NlkokXcl pbrj pq.dvp.eLV

p,rjb , a)s 7T€p lepaiavvrjv elXiq^oTa ttjv ^aaiXeiav,

ovTOi TTjv yvchprjv e^^LV, dXXd rdJv rjSovtvv dpeXrj-

72 aavTa rrpoaex^iv tov vovv tols rrpdypaatv. em-
X^i-pd) Se Kal Tovro Tteldeiv avrov, d)s XPV S^^i^ov

voptl,€LV, oTav opq tovs pev x^^povg TcJov jSeArtdvcuv

dpxovTas Kal tovs dvorjTOTepovs tols (f>povipco-

Tcpots TTpoaTaTTOVTas, Xeyojv cu? oao) nep dv

eppajpevearepov ttjv tcov dXXojv dvoiav dTLpdarj,

ToaovTcp pdXXov Trjv iavTov Sidvocav doKr^aeL.

YloLrjadpevos ovv dpX'Tjv rjv eyd) reXevT'qv, dvd-

yv(x)6i Kal TOVTOV tov Xoyov to Xoittov p-epos avrols.

73 EK TOT IIPOZ XIKOKAEA

§ 14-§39

74 TdJv pev roLvvv Xoyojv aXcs rjpuv earco rdjv ai^a-

yLyvojaKop,4vu)v Kal TrjXiKovTO pirJKOs exovrojv

<• The earliest known mss. omit the rest of the Antidosis

up to the peroration, 310 fF., and so did the earlier editions.
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ANTIDOSIS, 70-74

private men ; for you will see that I have expressed
myself to Nicocles as a free man and an Athenian
should, not paying court to his wealth nor to his

power, but pleading the cause of his subjects, and
striving >vith all my powers to secure for them the
mildest government possible. And since in address-

ing a king I have spoken for his subjects, surely I

would urge upon men who live under a democracy
to pay court to the people.

Now in the introduction and in the opening words
of that discourse I reproach monarchs because they
who more than others ought to cultivate their under-
standing are less educated than men in private

station. After discussing this point, I enjoin upon
Nicocles not to be easy-going and not to feel that
he had taken up the royal office as one takes up the
office of a priest, but to put aside his selfish pleasures
and give his mind to his affairs. And I try to persuade
him also that it ought to be revolting to his mind to
see the base ruUng over the good and the fooUsh
gi\-ing orders to the wise, saying to him that the
more \igorously he condemns folly in other men,
the more should he cultivate his own understanding."

{To the clerk.) Now then, begin where I have left

off and read to the jury the rest of the discourse.

[Extract from discourse To Nicocles 14-39.

See Isocrates, Vol. I. pp. 48-63, L.C.L.]

Now this is the last selection which I shall have
the clerk read to you—and the last of such length

Mustoxydis discovered the complete Antidosis in mss. E
and B, and published the first modern edition of the entire
discourse in 1812. See General Introd. pp. xlviii-xlix.
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€7761 fiiKpov ye jjiepovs rcijv TrdXac yeypajxixevoiv OVK
av a7TOG)(Oifir]v, aAA elTTOipJ av et tl jjloi So^ete

7Tp€7Tov eivai Tcp TTapovTL Kaipcp' /cat yap av droTTOs

eiT^v, ei Toy? aAAous' opcov rots ifiots ;(p6i>/xeVoi;s' eyct)

p,ovos a7T€)(oi[Jir]v rcbv utt' ep.ov irporepov et/arj-

fjievajv, dXXcos re Kal vvv or^ ov /xovov fiiKpoLs

piepeaiv dXX oAois" etSecrt TTpoetXofMTjv )(p'fjadaL Trpos

Vfids. ravra jxev ovv, ottcos dv 'qjjilv avfiTTiTTTrj

,

TTOL-qaofJiev.

75 KIttov Se 7TOV, npiv dvayiyvojaKeadai tovtovs,

COS" d^ios e'LT]v ov piovov, el ^Xa^epols ;)^pco^at rots'

Xoyois, Sovvai Slktjv vpXv, dXX el pLTj roiovrois

OLOis ouSet? dXXog, rrjs peyiaTiqs TV)(etv Ti,p,ojpias.

et TLves ovv vpidjv vrreXa^ov Tore Atav aXa^ovLKOv

eLvai Kal p,eya to prjdev, ovk dv St/cato)? en ttjv

yvojpirjv TavTTjv exotev oi/xai yap aTToSeSoj/cevat

TTjv VTToax^GLv Kal TOLovTovs etvai rovs Xoyovs

Tou? dvayvojadevras olovg Trep e^ dpx^JS V7TedepiT]v.

76 ^ouAo/xat S' vptv Sta ^pax^mv dTToXoyqaaaOai rrepl

CKaarov, Kal TTpLrjaat p,dXXov eri, Kara(f)aves d)S dXrjdrj

Kal Tore TTpoelirov Kal vvv Xeyco Trepl avrcjv.

Kai TTpd)Tov fxev ttolos yevoLT dv Xdyos dauo-

^ repos ^ SiKaiorepos rod tovs Trpoyovovs ey/cco/xta-

' ' t,ovros d^iojs Trjs aperies ttjs eKetviov Kal rdJv

epycov Tcbv neTrpayfievajv avrols; eTretra rts" dv

77 TToXLTLKwrepos Kal /xaXXov TTpeTTOiV rfj TToXei rov

TTjv rjyefjLoviav dTTO^aivovros €K re tu>v dXXcuv

evepyecndjv /cat rdJv klvSvvcov r]pierepav ovaav

fjidXXov T^ AaKeSaip^ovlajv ; ert Se Tig dv Trepi

KaXXiovcov Kal p,ei^6va)v TTpayparojv rov rovs

"EAAT^vas" eTTt re ttjv rivv ^ap^dpatv arpareiav

" See 51.
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ANTIDOSIS, 74-77

which I shall use ; since I am not going to refrain

from quoting, at any rate briefly, from my earlier

\\Titings, but shall use whatever I may think ap-

propriate to the present occasion. For it would be
absurd, when I see other men making use of my
words, if I alone should refrain from using what I

have written in former days, especially now when I

have chosen to repeat to you not merely small parts

but whole di\isions ofmy speeches. I shall, therefore,

act in this matter as occasion may suggest.

I said, I think, before these selections were read,

that I asked not only to be adjudged guilty if my
discourses are harmful but to be visited with the

heaviest ofpunishments if they are not incomparable."

If any of you then felt that my words were boastful

and over-confident, they cannot longer justly be of

this opinion ; for I think that I have made good my
promise and that the discourses which have been
read to you are such as from the first I maintained
that they were. But I want to say just a word in

behalf of each of them and so make it still more
manifest that what I then said and what I now say
about them is true.

^

First of all, tell me what eloquence could be more
|

righteous or more just than one which praises our '

ancestors in a manner worthy of their excellence

and of their achievements ? Again, what could be
more patriotic or more serviceable to Athens than
one which shows that by virtue both of our other
benefactions and of our exploits in war we have
greater claims to the hegemony than the Lace-
daemonians ? i\.nd, finally, what discourse could
have a nobler or a greater theme than one which
summons the Hellenes to make an expedition against

"""^
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TTopaKaXovvTOS Kal irepl rrjs TTpos aXX'qXovs

oyLOVoias avfx^ovXevovTos

;

78 Ev ii€V Toivvv Tcp TTpa)TCp Xoycp irepL tovtojv

Tvyxdvo) SteiAey/xeVos", iv 8e rot? vcrrepocs nepl

eXarrovoiv fxev r) t7]Xlkovtojv , ov /Jirjv rrepl d-

XpT^CTTorepcDV ovS^ -^ttov rfj TrdAet avp.(j>ep6vTcov.

yvtoaeaOe Se rr^v hvvapnv avrcJi)v, rjv Trapa^aXX-qre

TTpos eVepa rchv evSoKLpLOvvrcov Kal tcov <h(j)€Xipi,u)v

etvai SoKovvTOiv.

79 Ot/xai 817 Trdvras dv opioXoyrjaai, rovg vofMovg

TrXeiarcov Kal pLeyiarcov dyadcbv alriovs elvai rep

^Lcp rdJv dvOpcoTTCov aAA' rj fxev tovtcov )(prjcris

Tovr oi^eXeZv p,6vov 7Te(f)VK€, rd Kara ttjv ttoXlv

Kal rd avp^^oXaia rd yiyv6[X€va Trpos rapids avrovs'

et 8e Tots XoyoLS ireidoiade rots epiols, oXrjv ttjv

'EAAaSa KaXcos dv hioLKolre Kat St/caio)? Kal rfj

80 TToXei Gvp,(f)€p6vTCOS' XPV ^^ Tovs vovv e^ovras

irepl dpL<^6repa fiev ravra (nrovSa^eiv, avroZv Se

Tovroiv TO juei^ov /cat to TrXeovos d^iov TrporLfidv,

€7T€LTa /ca/cetvo yiyvcLaKCiv, otl vopLovs p-ev delvai

pLvpioi Kal rcjv aAAcov EAAi^t'aiv' Kal rcov ^ap^dpcov

iKavol yeyovaoLV , elTretv Se Trept rdJv crvp,(f)ep6vTCov

d^uDS rrjs ttoXcojs Kal rijs 'EAAaSo? ovk dv ttoXXoI

hvvr]6eiev.

81 ^O.V €V€Ka TOVS epyOV 7TOlOVp,€VOUS TOVS TOLOVTOVS

Xoyovs evplcTKeLV roaovrcp XPV "^^pl TrXeiovos

TTOLetadai ribv tovs v6p,ovs ridevTcov Kal ypa(f>6vTOiv,

ocTO) nep elat aTravLcorepoi Kal ;^aAe7r6(jTepot /cat

ijrvx^s <f>povi,p.a)T€pas Sed/zevot rvyxdvovaiv, dXXcos

" Cf. Paneg. 39, 40.
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the barbarians and counsels them to be of one mind
among themselves ?

Well, then, in the first speech I have discovirsed

upon these themes, and in those later quoted upon
matters which, though less lofty, are by no means
less fruitful or less advantageous to our city. And
you \\'ill appreciate the power of these discourses if

you will read them side by side ynih others ^^^ntten by
orators of recognized abihty and serAice to mankind.
Now everyone would admit, I think, that our laws

have been the source of very many and very great
benefits to the hfe of humanity." But our enjoyment
of these laws is a boon which, in the very nature of
the case, is limited to the affairs of our state and to

the engagements which you enter into with each
other ; whereas, if you would heed my words, you
might direct the whole of Hellas vrith. honour and
justice and, at the same time, with advantage to

Athens. Men of wisdom ought to concern them-
selves both for the interests of our city and for the
interests of Hellas, but should give preference to

the broader and worthier cause ;
^ and thev ought,

furthermore, to appreciate the fact that while any
number of men both among the Hellenes and among
the barbarians have been able to lay do^vn laws,

there are not many who can discourse upon questions
of pubhc welfare in a spirit worthy both of Athens
and of Hellas.

For these reasons, men who make it their duty to
invent discourses of that kind should be held in

higher esteem than those who propose and write
down laws, inasmuch as they are rarer, have the
more difficult task, and must have superior qualities

* See General Introd. p. xxxii.
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82 re 817 koX vvv. ore fikv yap yjpxeTO ro yivos to

rajv avdpa)7T(x)v yiyveadai /cat avvoiKit,€adaL Kara
TToXeis, eiKos rjv TraparrXriaiav elvai rrjv t,iqrrjai,v

avrcov eTretSr] 8 ivravda TrpoeXrjXvdajxev ware
/cat rovs Xoyovs rovg elprjixevovs /cat rovs vofiovs

rovs KeLfievovs dvapidix-qrovs elvai, /cat rcov fiev

vopnov eiTaLveladaL rovs apx^^^ordrovs rcov be

Xoyojv rovs Kaivordrovs, ovKeri rrjs avrrjs Siavoias'

83 epyov eariv, dXXd roZs p-ev rovs vopLOVS ridevai

TTpoaipovp,evoLs TTpovpyov yeyove ro ttXtjOos rcov

Keipbevoiv [ovhev yap avrovs Set ^rjrelv erepovs,

dXXd rovs rrapd rocs dXXots evhoKipovvras rreipa-

drjvai uvvayayeTv, o paSicos oaris dv ovv ^ovXrjdels

TTOi-qaeie), rots Se rrepl rovs Xoyovs Trpayp^a-

revop^evois 8ta ro TrpoKarei,X7](f)dat rd TrXeZara

rovvavTiov avp,^e^rjKe- Xeyovres p-ev yap ravrd

roLS irporepov elpr^pevoLS dvaia-)(yvreiv /cat X'qpetv

So^ovaL, Kaivd Se 1,'qrovvres eTTLTTovcos evpijaovai.

htonep €(f>a(TKov dp,(f)OTepots p-ev enatveladai irpoa-

rjKeLV, TToXv Se p,dXXov rois ro -xaXeTTcorepov

e^epydl,eadai hvvapevois.

84 'AAAd pLir^v /cat rdjv em r-qv Ga)(f)po(TVvrjv /cat rrjv

SLKaioayyqv Trpocnroiovpievajv TTporpeTreiv rjpeZs dv

dXrjdearepoL /cat ;\;pT7CTt/>tajTepot ^aret^ev ovres. ol

piev yap irapaKaXovuiv eirt rr]v dpenqv /cat r7]v

(f)p6vr]aLV rrjV vtto rdJv dXXwv puev dyvoovp,evrjV,

VTT^ avroiv Se rgvrcDV dvriXeyopLeviqv , eydi S' cTrt

" Cf. Paneg. 32 fF.

* These are the " eristics." See General Introd. pp. xxi,

XXV.
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of mind. Especially is this true in our day ; for, at

the time when the human race was beginning to

come into existence and to settle together in cities,"

it was natural that their searching should have been
for much the same thing ; but to-day, on the other

hand, when we have advanced to the point where
the discourses which have been spoken and the laws

which have been laid down are innumerable, and
where we single out the oldest among laws and the

newest among discourses for our praise, these tasks

no longer call for the same understanding ; nay,

those who have elected to make laws have had at

their ser\ice a multitude of laws already made (for

they have no need to search for new laws, but only

to put forth the effort to collect those which are

approved in other states, which anvone who so

desires can easily do), while those who occupy
themselves ^^ith oratory, seeing that most subjects

have been seized upon and used by others before

them, are in the opposite case ; for if they repeat
the same things which have been said in the past,

they will be regarded as shameless babblers, and if

they seek for what is new, they ^^•ill have great
difficulty in finding it. That is why I stated that,

while both are entitled to your praise, thev are

the more entitled to it who are able to execute the
harder task. ( / -L-i^/ .;?'

I maintain also that if you compare me with those
who profess *" to turn men to a life of temperance and
justice, you -v^-ill find that my teaching is more true
and more profitable than theirs. For they exhort
their followers to a kind of virtue and wisdom which
is ignored by the rest of the world and is disputed
among themselves ; I, to a kind which is recognized
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85 T^v V7TO TTavTcov ofxoXoyovixevTjv . KaK€LVois ixev

aTToxpy] ToaovTov, rjv eTrayayiadai rivas rfj ^o^rj

Tjj Tcbv ovojjLarcov Svvrjdcoaiv elg rrjv avTCJv

o/JLiXiav, iyd) 8e rcbv fxev ISlojtcov ovSeva TTcoTTore

(fiav-qaofxat, rrapaKaXecras ctt' iixavrov, rqv 8e

ttoXlv oXrjv 7T€Lpa)fjLa(, Treideiv roiovrois Trpdyfxacnv

eTnx^Lpelv, i^ (Lv avroi re evhaipLoviqaovfji koI

rovs dXXovs "EiXXrjvas rcov rrapovrajv KaKOiv dir-

aXXd^ovai.

^~j^ 86 Kat TOL TOP Trdvras rovg TToXiras TTporpeTreiv

vfnPl/lC^ 7rpodv[xovixevov Trpos to ^iXriov /cat hiKaiorepov

TrpoGTrjuat, rcov '^XX-qvcov, ttws eiKos rovrov rovs

avvovras hca^eipeiv; rls §€ tolovtovs Xoyovs

€VpLaK€tv Svvdjjievos irovr^povs dv /cat Trepl TTOviQpcbv

7Tpayp,drcov ^rjrcLV €7nxeip'r]cr€L€v, dXXcos re /cat

87 SiaTTCTTpayfievog dn^ avrcov drrep iyoj; tovtojv

yap ypa(j>€VTCov /cat Stadodevrcov /cat So^av ea^^ov

irapd TToAAot? /cat fiadrjrds TToXXovg eXa^ov, u)v

ouSet? dv Trap€fji€t,v€v, et firj tolovtov ovra pue Kar-

iXa^ov olov TT€p TTpoGehoK-qaav vvv 8e roaovrcov

yeyevrjjjievajv, /cat tcvv jxev err] rpia twv Se rerrapa

avvhiai'rqdevroiv , ousels' ovhev ^avqcteTat rGiv irap

88 Ip'oX fiepupdpievos, oAA' eTTt TeXevTrjg, or* tJSt]

fjieXXoiev dnoTrXeXv d)s rovg yoveas /cat rovs <f>iXovs

Tovs iavTOJv, ovTOis qydncov ttjv SiaTpi^rjv wcrrc

pLcrd TTodov /cat SaKpvcov TTOieladat, t7]v dnaXXay^v.

Kai TOt TTorepa XPV TricTreveiv vpids rots aa(f>cos

iiTLcrTafxevois koi tovs Xoyovs /cat rov rpoirov rov

ipiov, T] TO) ixrjSev fxev etSori rdJv Cfxcov, TTporjprjp.eva)
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ANTIDOSIS, 85-88

by all. They, again, are satisfied if through the

prestige of their names they can draw a number of

pupils into their society ; I, you y\i\\ find, have never

invited any person to follow me, but endeavour to

persuade the whole state to pursue a policy from
which the Athenians A\ill become prosperous them-
selves, and at the same time deliver the rest of the

Hellenes from their present ills.

And yet, when anyone devotes his Hfe to urging

all his fellow-countrymen to be nobler and juster

leaders of the Hellenes, how is it conceivable that

such a man should corrupt his followers ? What
man possessed of the power to discover discourses

of this character would try to search for those that

are pernicious and have to do with pernicious things,

especially a man who has reaped from his works the

rewards which I have had ? For the A\Titing and
pubUcation of them has won me distinction in many
parts of the world and brought me many disciples,

no one of whom would have remained \vith me had
they not found in me the very kind of man they
expected to find. In fact, although I have had so

many pupils, and they have studied with me in some
cases three, and in some cases four years, yet not one
of them ^\'ill be found to have uttered a word of com-
plaint about his sojourn "with me ; on the contrary,

when at the last the time would come for them to

sail away to their parents or their friends at home,
so happy did they feel in their life ^vith me, that

they would always take their leave with regret and
tears.

Well, then, whom ought you to believe ? Those
who know intimately both my words and my char-

acter, or a sycophant who knows nothing about me
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Se avKO(f>avT€iv; os ei? roaovTo iroviqpias xat

89 T6XfX7]s iXrjXvdev, ware ypaifjdfjievos (x)S Xoyovs

SiSaCT/ccu 8t' Sv irXeoveKT-qoovai Trapa. to hiKatov

OLTToheL^Lv fxev ovhefMLav rovrcov TJveyKe, Xeyaiv oe

S^arereXeKev cLs Seivov iart Siacj^OeLpeadaL rovs

t^4'/ u/^~' ' rr^XiKovTOvg, wauep o.i'TtAeyolords' rivos rtepX rov-

TOJV, ^ rovTO Seov avrov aTvo^aweLV o Travres

opioXoyovaLV, dAA' ovk eKeZvo piovov StSacr/ceit' d)S

90 iyoj rvyxo^vcx) ravra SiaTTparropievog . kul et puev

Tt? TOVTOV OLTTayaycov avSpaTToSiGTrjv Kol KXeTrrrjv

Kal XoiTTohvT-qv purjSev piev avrov aTro<^aivoi rovrojv

elpyaapcivov, Ste^ioi 8' (hs heivov kKaarov eart ra)v

KaKovpyr]p,ar(X)V , Xrjpeiv av (fiaLU] Kal piatveadai

rov Karr^yopov, avros 8e roiovroLs Adyot? Kexpy]-

91 pievos o'Urai Xavddvetv vpudg. eyco S' 'qyovp.at

rovro ye kol rovs dpiadeardrovs yiyvoiOKeiv, on
Sei TTiards elvai /cat pbiya Swapuevas rcov Kar-

rjyopidjv ovx ai? e^ecm ^(^priaaadaL /cat Trepi rdJv

pLTjSev rjSiKrjKorcov, dAA' a? ovx olovr etrretv aAA

•») Kara roJv rjpiaprriKoroiv Sv avrog oXtycoprjaas

ovhev TTpou'qKovrag rfj ypa(f)i] Xoyovs etprjKev.

92 eSei yap avrov Kal rovs Xoyovs SeiKvvvai rovs

ipLovs, ols hia^Oeipoj rovs avvovras, /cat rovs

pLadr^rds (f)pdt,€iv rovs x^^P^^^ ^'^ '''W o-vvovatav

rrjv ipiriv yeyevrjpievovs' vvv 8e rovrcx)v piev ovSe-

repov rreTroirjKe, TTapaXnrcbv Se rr]v hiKaiorar'qv

rCctv Kar'qyoptcbv e^arrardv vpids €77e;^etpi7crei^.
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at all, but has chosen to make me his victim ?

Ought you to believe a man who is so unscrupulous

and so brazen that, having indicted me for teaching
the kind of eloquence which enables people to gain

their o^^Tl advantage contrary to justice, he has not
brought before you the slightest exidence of this but
has dwelt from the beginning to the end of his

speech on the iniquity of corrupting our youth—as

if anyone disputed that, or as if it were necessary

for him to prove what all men concede, instead of

showing simply that I have been guilty of this

offence ? ^^^ly, if anyone were to bring this fellow

to trial for kidnapping or stealing or highway
robber)', and, instead of proving that he had done
any of these things, were to hold forth on the

iniquity of each of these crimes, my opponent would
reply that his accuser was mad and talked Uke a fool

;

yet he has, himself, used just such arguments and
thinks that you do not see through him. I, however,
beUeve that even the most simple-minded of people
recognize that an accusation, to be convincing and
to carry great weight, must not be one which raay Uy^/y^K*.
be employed equally Avell against the innocent, but .^--;:—

—

one which can be applied only to the guilty. My
accuser has made light of this fact, and has made a

speech which is in no respect pertinent to the

indictment. For he ought both to have produced
before you the speeches by which I corrupt my
associates and to have named to you the pupils who
have been debased by association v\ith me." How-
ever, he has done neither of these things, but has

rejected the most legitimate form of accusation and
attempted to lead you astray. I, on the contrary,

» C/. Plato, Apology 33 a, b.
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eyco S e^ avTOJv tovtcov ef Sv irep 7Tpoa7]K€i /cat

SiKatov icrri, TTOLrjaoyuai T7]V aTToXoytav.

93 Kat Tovs jxev Xoyovs oXlycp irporepov dveyvcofiev

Vfuv, Tovg Se K€^pr]p.€vovs e/c [xeipaKicov /Ltot p-^XP''

yrjpois SrjXcocrco, Kal pidprvpas vp,a)V avTcbv irap-

€^op,ai TTepl a)V dv Xeyoj rovs Kara rrjv rjXi,Kiav

rrjv ip,rjv yeyevrjp,€Vovs

.

"Hp^avTO pikv ovv €V Trpcorois Kvvop,6s /tot Kal

AvaLdelSrjs /cat KdXXnnTOS TrAT^ata^eiv, fxerd 8e

TOVTOVs 'Ovqrcop, 'AvTi/cATy?, ^lXcovlSt^s, OtAo-

94 p^rjXos, Xa/3yLtavTtS7js'. tovtovs diravras rj TToAty

Xpvaois cjre<^dvoLS €are(f)dva)crev, ovx to? rajv

dXXorptcov i(f)i,ep,€vovg, dXX d)s dvSpas dyaOovs

ovras /cat ttoAAo, rcjv ISicov els ttjv ttoXiv dv-

rjXajKOTas.

Upos ovs oTTCos ^ovXeade Oere p,€ SiaKeladai'

95 rrpos yap to irapov Travraxcos e^et p,oi KaXcos. rjv

T€ yap VTToXd^TjTe (Tvp,^ovXov elvai p,€ /cat StSa-

aKaXov Tovrojv, SiKaLcos dv exoni pLOL ttXclco

X'^P^v 7] rois 8t' dperrjv iv Trpvraveicp airovp,4voLS'

TOVTCOV /xev yap e/caaro? avTov puovov irapiax^

KoXdv Kdyadov, iydi 8e Toaovrovs to ttXtjOos

96 ocrovs dXiycp irpoTepov SirjXOov vplv. e'l Te tcov

pL€v TTeTTpaypLevcov eKetVot? p-rjhev avvaiTios iyevo-

pirjv, d)S CTaipoLS Be /cat (/)iAots' avTots exp(Jop,r)V,

iKavr^v vrrep Jjv <f)evyoj ttjv ypa(f)'fjv r]yovp,ai Kal

' For the pupils of Isocrates see Blass, Die attische

Beredsarnkeit ii. pp. 17 ff.

* It was common in the fourth century for Athens to

recognize pubHc services in this way. Cf. the contest

between Demosthenes and Aeschines On the Crmcn.
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shall base my defence only on grounds which are

pertinent and just.

I had my speeches read to you a moment ago
;

I shall now bring before you the men who have

been associated ^\ith me from the time of my youth

to the days ofmv old age, and from your own number
I shall present men of my own years to bear witness

to the truth of what I say.

Among the first to begin studying with me were
Eunomus, Lysitheides, and Calhppus ; and following

them were Onetor, Anticles, Philonides, Philomelus,

and Charmantides." All these men were crowned
by Athens ^\•ith chaplets of gold,'' not because they

were covetous of other people's possessions, but

because they were honourable men and had spent

large sums of their private fortunes upon the city.

Suppose whatever you like as to the nature of

my relations M-ith them ; for the result, at any rate

so far as the present issue is concerned, will be
altogether to my advantage. For if you suppose

that I was their counsellor and teacher, I should

deserve from you greater gratitude than those who
are maintained in the Prytaneum in recognition of

excellence ;
" for each of the latter has furnished

to the city his own high qualities alone, whereas

I have furnished those of all whom I have just

now named to you. But if, on the other hand, you
suppose that I, myself, had nothing to do with their

achievements, but that I merely enjoyed their

society and friendship, I consider that even this

view is defence enough against the charges on which

' In the Prytaneum were entertained at state expense
honoured guests and benefactors of Athens. See Plato,

Apology 36 d, which has clearly inspired this passage.
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ravrr]v elvai rrjv aTToXoyiav el yap rols [xev St'

dperrjv Scopeas elXr](j)6aLv rjpeaKov, tco 8e gvko-

(f>dvrr) [XT] rrjv avrrjv exco yvcofxrjv, ttws dv eiKOTaJS

, 97 yvcDcrOeL-qv tovs avvovras hia^deipeLV ; ^ iravTOiv

i i iMn" y dv elrjv Svarvx^crraros, et tojv dXXojv dvdpwTTOiv
' -' eK re rwv eTTLT7)hevpidT(x>v /cat tcjv avvovcnwv rcov

jxev x^tpco ru)v he ^eXricx) ho^av Xafi^avovTiov eyd)

fiovog pLT] TVXOLjj.1 rrjs So/ct/xaCTta? Tavrrjs, dXXd

TOiovTOis fiev dvSpdcTi ovu^e^LcoKcos, dveyKXirjrov

8' ifxavrov fxexpi' ravrrjal rrjg 'qXiKias TrapeaxT^Kcos,

o/xoLOS eivat Sofai/At rolg e/c re rojv eTTLrrjBevixdrojv

/cat Twv dXXcDV avvovaidjv Sia^e^XrjfjLevois. Tjhecos

8' dv elhelrjv ri ttot' dv eiradov, el tIs /xot tolovtos

rjv avyyeyevr^fievos oios Trep eanv 6 Kar'qyopos

,

OS p,L(j(x)V aTTavras tovs tolovtovs /cat /jitaovfievos

els TOVTOvl KadearrjKa tov kIvSvvov.

98 Kat [xrjv ovS^ eKelvos 6 Xoyos SiKaicos dv fxe

^Xdifjetev, ov laws dv rives roA/XT^cratev elnetv rwv
TTavraTTaaL rrpos fxe hvaKoXcos SiaKet[j,evajv, ws
rovrots P'^v ols etprjKa roaovrov p,6vov expd}p.rjv

ocrov o(f)drjvaL SiaXeyopievos , erepoi Se rives p,OL

TToXXol /cat TToXvTTpdypoves p,a9rjTaL yeyovaaiv,

ovs d7TOKpv7Trop.ai irpos vp.ds. ex(J^ ydp Xoyov

OS e^eXey^ei /cat StaAvcret irdaas rds roidahe

99 ^Xaa<f)r]p.Las'^ a|tcD ydp, el p,ev rives rdJv e/xot

Gvyyeyevrjpevcov dvSpes dyadoi yeyovaai rrepi rr]v

TToXiv /cat rovs (f^iXovs /cat rov ihiov olkov, eKeivovs

Vjjids eTTaiveiv, ep.ol Se p^rj^ep^iav vnep rovrcov

^
^X'^ y^P ^iyof 5s i^eX^y^ei Kai diaXvcrei irdcras ras TOidcrSe

§\aa(j>7]tiiar E0: ora. T.
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I am being tried. For if I have had the affection

of men who have received rewards in recognition of

excellence, but have nothing in common ^\^th the

sycophant, then how, in all reason, could you judge
me to be a corrupter of youth ? Verily, I should be
the most unfortunate of all men if, when others are

esteemed better or worse, as the case may be, from
the manner of their hves and from the character of

their associates, I alone should be denied this basis

of judgement ; and if I, who have lived all my life

in company with such men, and have kept myself
above all criticism up to this point in my career,

should be classed vrith those who from the manner
of their lives and the character of their associates

have got themselves a bad name. I should Uke to

know what in the world my fate would have been
if I had numbered among my associates anyone Uke
my accuser, when, although I hate all his kind and
am hated by them, I am yet subjected to this trial.

Nor, I assure you, can my case be justly injured

by the argument which certain of those who are

entirely hostile to me may, perhaps, dare to put
forth, namely, that I have associated ^\-ith the men
I have mentioned merely to the extent of ha\ing
been seen conversing ^^ith them, whereas I have had
as my disciples many of another sort, mischievous

characters, whom I am trying to conceal from you.

For I have ready at hand a reply which will refute

and confound all calumnies of that sort. For I ask

this of you : If any of those who have been associ-

ated >\ith me have turned out to be good men in their

relations to the state, to their friends, and to their

own households—I ask you to give them the praise

and not to be grateful to me on their account ; but
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X^P^^ ^X^^^> ^^ ^^ TTOvrjpoL Koi roLovroi ras (fivaeis

oioL <f)aiv€iv /cat ypacfjeaOat Kal TiJov aXXorpicov

100 i.TndvyieZv, Trap e'/xov bLKr]v Xajx^dveiv. KairoL rig

av TTpoKXrjaLS yevoiro ravrrjs dv€7n(f)dova)T€pa,

Kal ScKacorepa rrjs riov p,€V KaXiJbv KayaOcbv ovk
aiJL(f)La^r]Tova'qs, et 8e Tii^es" TTOvrjpol yeyovaaiv

,

VTTep TOVTOJV SiKrjV VTToaxciv eOeXovarjs ; Kal ravT^

ov Xoyos iidrrjv elpr^fxevos ecniv, dXXd TTapaxojpco

Kal Tip KaT7]y6pcp Kal tco ^ovXop,€V(p rdv dXXojv,

et Tts e;^et nvd (f>pdaaL roiovrov, ovx d)s ovx
rjSecos dv tlvcov /xov Kara^evaapiivuiv , dXX (os

evdvs (f>av€pcov iaopevcov vpZv /cat rrj? t,r]piias

101 eKeivoLs aAA' ovk ijxol yevrjaopevrjs. irepl pev
ovv d>v (f)evya) tttju ypacfyrjv Kal rov p,r] SiacpdelpeLV

Tovs avvovras, ovk olS' ottojs dv (ja(f>eaTepov

€7TiSet^at Svvrjdeirjv.

^Eipvqadr] Se /cat TTJg TTpog Tt/xd^edv' /xot <^iXuis

yeyevrjpevT]?, Kal Sta^aXXeiv rjpds dpcftoripovs

iirex^-iprjae , Kal ovk fjaxvvdr] irepl dvSpos rere-

XevrrjKoros Kal ttoXXcov dyadcbv alriov rfj TToAet

^Xaa(f)ripovs /cat Atat' dcreXyels Xoyovg eliTajv,

102 eycj S' (^p'i)v p€V, et /cat (f>avepd)s i^r]Xeyxdp,riv

dSt,Kd>v, Sta TTjv TTpos €K€ivov (fiiXiav ad)l^eadai p,ot

TTpoarJKeiv' eTretSi] Se A.vaip.axos Kal rots toiovtols

" An offer to yield the floor to an opponent followed by
a pause, as here, is common in court pleas. C/. Plato,

Apology 34 a.

* Timotheus, the son of Conon and the favourite pupil

of Isocrates, was first appointed to an important command
in 378 B.C. From that time on for twenty-two years he was
one of the prominent generals in Athenian campaigns. In
357 he was associated with Iphicrates, Menestheus, and
Chares in command of the Athenian navy. For his alleged
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if, on the other hand, any of them have turned out

to be bad—the kind of men who lay information,

hale people into court, and covet the property of

others—then to let the penalty be \-isited on me.
What proposition could be less in\idious or more
fair than one which claims no credit for those who
are honourable, but offers to submit to punishment
for any who have become depraved ? And these

are no idle words ; on the contrary, if anyone can
name anyone of that kind to you, I yield the floor "

for this purpose to my accuser or to anyone else

who may desire it—not that there are not persons
who would gladly perjure themselves to my harm,
but that they would be shown up to you at once, and
the injury would fall upon them, not upon me . . .

Well, then, I do not see how I could show more clearly

that the charges filed against me are false and that

I am not guilty of corrupting my associates.

My accuser has mentioned also the friendship

which existed between me and Timotheus,'' and has
attempted to calumniate us both, nor did any sense

of shame restrain him from saying slanderous and
utterly infamous things about a man who is dead, to

whom Athens is indebted for many services. But I,

for my part, should have thought that even if I were
proved guilty beyond a doubt, yet because of my
friendship with him I should be entitled to go free.

But since Lysimachus is attempting to hurt me by

misconduct in this command he was tried in Athens (356 b.c.

according to Diodorus) and condemned to j)ay an enormous
fine of 100 talents. See § 129 and note. Unable to pay
this, he withdrew to ChalcLs in Euboea, where he died shortly

after. See Grote, History, vol. xi. pp. 27 fF. The eulogy of
Timotheus here is a characteristic " digression." See
General Introd. p. x\i.
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e77t^etpet jxe ^XaTTTCLv e^ (Lv St/caico? ai^ d>(f)€Xoifj,r]v,

avayKaiois e;^et hiaXexdrjvai irepl avrwv.

Ata TOVTO 8' ovx oifia rrepl tovtov Kal tcov dXXojv

e7nT7]8€ciov iTTOLrjadixrjv rr^y fxv€Lav, on rroXv to.

103 TTpdyfxara hie^epev avrCov. Trepl fiev yap e/ceiVcov

ovSev (/)Xavpov elireZv 6 Kanqyopos iroXixrjae , Trepl

Se Trjv Tifiodeov Karrjyopiav |xd?0^ov eciTTOvSaaev ^
TTepi Sv aTT-qveyKC rrjv ypa(f)')^v €7T€i6 ol fxev oXiycov

iTTeardrrjaav , rd)v 8' eKdaro) TrpoaraxOevrcov ovrcos

eTT€p.eXr^drjaav oicne tvx^lv ttjs ripiijs rrjs oXiyq)

TTporepov utt' ipiov Xexdeiar]?, d 8e iToXXd)v /cat

[xeydiXcov TTpaypLdrcov Kal ttoXvv -x^povov KareaTT]

Kvpios. cocrr' ovk dv rjppLoaev apia Trepi tovtov

/cat Tdjv dXXcvv ;^/37ycracr^at rots' Xoyois, dXX

dvayKaioJS €i)(€v ovtco SteAec^at /cat Stara^aa^at

irepl avTOJv.

104 Xpi) 8e Tov VTTCp €K€Lvov Xoyov OVK dXXoTpiov

elvat vopbLt,€LV tols iveaTOjai 7Tpdyp,aaLv, oj38' ep.e

Xiyeiv e^o) ttjs ypa^r^?- rots' fi^v yap tStcorats'

VTvep cSv €KaaTos errpa^e TTpoarjKei hiaXe)(de.lai

KaTa^aiveiv rj hoKelv Trepiepyd^eadai, tols 8' vvo-

Y XapL^avopievoLS crvpL^ovXoLS elvat Kal 8t8ao'/caAots'

^ opLOLOiS VTT€p Twv avyy€y€vr)pL€VO)v coaTTcp VTTep

avTdJv dvayKaZov TTOieZaOai ttjv dTToXoyiav, dXXcos

T yp) /cat Tvyy] tls Sia ri^t" aiTiav TavTrjv Kpivo-

pievos' d 7T€p ipLol avpi^e^i^Kev.

105 'Erepto /xev ovv aTrexpT^crev dv tovt eiTretv, d)S

ov hiKaiov icTTL [MeTex^iv et rt Tipiodeos TrpaTTCOv
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the very means which ought to help my case, I am
compelled to go into this question.

I must explain that I did not mention Timotheus
when I named my other associates because he was
in very different case from them. For, in the first

place, my accuser has not dared to say anything
derogator}"^ of my other friends, while he has laid

greater stress upon his arraignment of Timotheus
than upon the charges which he has preferred in his

indictment. In the next place, my other friends

were entrusted ^^ith only a few commissions, although
in every case they discharged the duties assigned to
them in such a manner that they won the honour
which I mentioned a moment ago," while Timotheus
had the responsibility of many affairs of great im-
portance and over a long period of time. It would
not, therefore, have been fitting to discuss him and
the others in one group, but it was necessary to
separate and segregate them as I have done.
You must not think, however, that what I say in

behalf of Timotheus is irrelevant to the present case,
nor that I am straying beyond the limits of the
indictment ; for while it is proper for the layman to
say what he has to say in defence of his own actions
and then take his seat or else to be thought to overdo
his case, yet when anyone occupies a position in the
eyes of the public as a counsellor and teacher, he
must then justify his followers as well as himself,
especially if he is being tried on this charge—which
is exactly the position in which I have been placed.
Now any other man might be satisfied to say that

it is not fair that he should share the blame for any
mistakes which Timotheus may have made, on the

" See 94.
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fXT] Karwpdcoaev ovSe yap rcov Scopecov ovSe roJv

TLfxcov ovSels avTcp pierehcjKe rcbv iKclvo) iji-qcfu-

CTUetaaJv, dAA' o?5S' eTraiveaai tcov prjropcov ovSelg

Tj^Lcocrev cos avjx^ovXov yeyevrjijuevov etvai 8e

SiKaiov 7) Kal ToJv dyaOoJv KoivoiveZv r) /xi^Se tcSv

106 arvxi'iov oLTToXaveiv. iycj Be ravra fjLev ala'xyvdeirjv

av €L7T€Lv, T7]v avTTjv Se TTOLOvfiaL TTpoKXtjaLV rjv

7T€p /cat Trept tcov dXXcov d^taj ydp, el fxev KaKos

avTjp yeyove Tifiodcos Kal TroXXd rrepl Vfjids i^-

7]iJiapTe, ixerex^iv /cat Slktjv StSovat /cat irdcixeiv

Ofjioia TOLS dhLKOvaLV iqv 8' €7nS€Lx6fj Kal TToXcrrjs

CUV dyados Kal arparrjyos roiovros olos ovhels

aXXos (jjv rjixels tcfiev, eKeZvov jxev olfxai SeXv vfxds

eiraivetv /cat X^P^^ ^X^''^ avTw, Trepl 8e ravr-qal

TTJs ypa(f)7Js e/c tcov e[Xol TreTTpayfievwv , 6 ri dv

vfuv St/catov etvat SoKrj, tovto yiyvcooKeiv

.

107 A-dpodiTarov fiev ovv rovr elTrelv ep^cti Trepi

Tiyiodiov Kal fidXicrra /ca0' aTTavTCOv, otl roaavras

^pyjKe TToXeis Kara Kpdros oaas ovSelg 7tco7tot€

TCOV ioTpaTiqyrjKOTCov, ovre tcov e/c TavTrjs ttjs

TToXecos ovT€ TCOV €/c TTJs olAAt^? 'EAAa8os', KaL

TOVTCov iviag, cov Xrjcjideiacov arras o tottos 6

TtepUxcov OLKelos rjvayKdcjdrj ttj ttoXci yeveadai'

108 TYjXiKavTTjv eKaaTT] SvvafXLV et;\;e. tls yap ovk

ol8e K.6pKvpav fxev iv eTrt/catporaTO) /cat /caAAtcTra

Keifxevrjv tcov rrepl UeXoTTovvrjaov, Tiajxov 8e tcov

iv 'Ia>via, HrjOTov 8e /cat J^ptdcoTrjV tcov iv 'EAAt^ct-
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ground that he was given no share in the rewards

or the honours which were voted to Timotheus,
nor was he even thought worthy by any orator of

being commended as an adviser of the latter, and
that it is only fair that one should either share the

good fortunes of another, or have no part in his

misfortunes. I, however, should be ashamed to make
this plea, and I make you the same proposition

regarding Timotheus as I made regarding my other

associates. For I ask that if it turns out that

Timotheus was a bad man and committed many
wTongs against you—I ask to be allowed to share

the blame, to pay the penalty, and to suffer

whatever is meted out to the guilty ; but if, on the
other hand, it is shown that he was both a good
citizen and a greater general than any other within

our knowledge, then I hold that you should praise

him and be grateful to him, while as to this indict-

ment against me,you should pass whateverjudgement
you may deem fair in the light of what I, myself,

have done.

The facts, then, about Timotheus I can put most
concisely and in the most comprehensive terms by
saying that he has taken more cities by storm than
any other man has ever done, and I include all

generals who have led armies into the field whether
from Athens or from the rest of Hellas. And among
these cities were some whose capture compelled all

the surrounding territory to make terms with Athens ;

so great was their importance in each case. For
who does not know that Corcyra has the best strategic

position among the cities in the neighbourhood of
the Peloponnese ; Samos, among the cities of Ionia

;

Sestos and Crithote, among those in the Helles-
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TTovrco, YloTtSaiav Se /cat Topcovrjv rcov im
QpaKTjs;

"A? eK€ivos aTTaaas KTrjad[jL€vos irapihcoKev vyuv,

ov handvaLS fieydXais, ovSe tovs virdp^ovras avjx-

pidxovs Xv[X7]vdfjievos, ouSe TroAAas' Vfids elacjiopds

109 avayKaaas etaeveyKelv, aAA els jxev rov Trepi-

ttXovv tov TTepl YleXoTTOVvrjoov rpia /cat Se/ca fiovov

TdXavra Sovarjs aura) ttjs TToXecog /cat Tpirjpei^

TrevT'qKovTa K.6pKvpav etXe, ttoXlv oy8oT]KOVTa

rpir^peis KeKrrjixevrjv, /cat Tiept tov avrov xP^vov
Aa/ceSat/xoi'tous' iviKrjae vavfiaxojv, /cat ravrr]v

avrovs TjvdyKaae avvdeaOai rrjv elp'qvrjv, rj rouav-

rrjv fxera^oXrjv e/carepa rcov TToXecov erioirjaev,

110 c5cr0' 7)1X0.5 pukv dir* eKCivrjs rqs rjp,€pas dveiv avrfj

Kad" eKaarov tov eviavTOv d)g ou8e/xta? dXXrjs ovtoj

Trj TToAet avveveyKovarjS , AaKeSaipLOVLCov Se /Lter'

eKeZvov TOV ;j^pdi^ov pnqh vcf) evos ecopdcrdai fxrjTe

vavTLKOV ivTog MaAea? TrepcTrXdov fxrjTe TTet,6v

OTpaTOTTehov 8ta tov ladixov TTopevojJLevov, ovep

avTOis rijs vrept AevKTpa aviX(j)opds evpoi tls dv

aiTLOV yeyevrjpbivov

.

Merd 8e raura? rds rrpd^ecs errl HdfJiov OTpaTCv-

aag, r]V YleptKXrjg 6 fieylaTTjv eTrl cro^ta /cat

SiKaiouvvr) /cat (Jco(f)poavvrj So^av ecXrjcfidjs aTTO

SiaKooLojv veuiv /cat ;^tAia»v TaXdvTcov KaTenoXe-

" Special taxes levied for military purposes.
'' Sixty, according to Xen. Hell. v. 4. 63.
" This campaign took place in 375. It was followed up

the next year by a peace patched up between Athens and
Sparta. Nothing is known about the terms of this peace,

but in any case it was promptly broken. See Grote, History,

vol. ix. pp. 348 ff. Isocrates seems to refer, not to that

temporary truce, but to the important " Peace of Callias " in
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pont ; and Potidaea and Torone among the settle-

ments in Thrace ?

All these cities he has taken and presented to

you, with no great outlay of money, without imposing

burdens upon your present allies, and ^\•ithout forcing

vou to pay many taxes *>into the treasury. Indeed,

for the voyage of the^eet around the Peloponnese,

Athens allowed him only thirteen talents and fifty

triremes,* and yet he captured Corc\Ta, a city with

a fleet of eighty triremes, and about the same time

he won a naval battle over the Lacedaemonians and
forced them to agree to the terms of the present

peace—a peace which has so changed the relative

positions of Athens and of Lacedaemon that from
that day to this we celebrate the peace with sacrifices

every year because no other treaty has been so

advantageous to our city ;
'^ while, as for the Lacedae-

monians, no man since that time has seen a ship of

theirs voyage this side of Malea ** nor any land force

advance beyond the Isthmus, and anyone can see in

this fact the cause of their disaster at Leuctra.

After these exploits he led an expedition against

Samos ;
* and that city which Pericles, renowned

above all others for his Avisdom, his justice, and his

moderation, reduced with a fleet of two hundred
ships and the expenditure of a thousand talents,^

371, which virtually gave Athens the command of the sea,

limiting Sparta to the land, and weakening her, according
to Isocrates, for the decisive clash with the Theban power
at Leuctra in the same year. See Grote, History, vol. vs..

pp. 391 fF. "* The southern cape of the Peloponnesus.
• Captured by Timotheus in 366 b.c. For the campaign

see Grote, History, vol. x. pp. 54 fF.

' Pericles was one of the generals who put down the
revolt of Samos from the Athenian Confederacy in 4-tO b.c.

See Thuc. i. 116.
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firjae, ravrrjv ovre ttXcov ovt eXarrov Trap' vfxaJv

AttjScor ovT€ napa rcov (TU/x/xa;^a)V e/cAe^a?, iv 8e/ca

fXTjcrlv i^eTToXiopKirjaev 6KraKi(j-)(^iXioLs TreXraarals

/cat rpiripeai rpiaKovra, /cat rovrois aTraatv e/c tt^?

112 TToXejxias rov jxiadov aTrihojKe. /cat rot toiovtov

epyov av tls aAAos (^avfj TreTTOLrjKws, opLoXoyco

Xrjpelv, on SLa(f)epovTios eTTaivelv e7ri;^et/3c5 tov

ovhev TTepLTTorepov rcov aXXoiv SiaTreTrpayiJLevov.

'^VTevdev Toivuv avaTrXevaas l^rjarov /cat Kpt-

dojTiqv eXa^e, /cat tov dXXov ;)^poi'o^ afieXovfJLevrjg

^eppov^aov Trpocrex^i-v y/xa? avTjj tov vouv iTTolrjcre.

113 TO 8e TeXevTOLov rioTiSatav, els 'rjv rj ttoXis TeTpa-

/cdcrta /cat 8tCT;^tAta raAavra to trpoTepov avriXcoae,

TavTTjv elXev dno tcov xPVt^'^'''^^ ^^ avTos eTTopiae

/cat Tcbv avvTOL^ecov tcov drro QpaKrjs' /cat TrpoaeTi

XaA/ctSet? aTTavTas KaTeTToXefxrjcrev.

Et Be Set fxTj Kad' cKaoTov dXXa Sta ^pax^ojv

elTTeZv, TeTTapcov /cat et/coat TroAecov Kvpiovs Vfids

eTTOirjaev eAarro) SaTT-avT^cra? (Lv ol iraTepes rjfjLwv

els T7]v MT]Xtcov TToXiopKiav dviqXcoaav.

114 'Hj8ouAd/A7^v 8' dv, oiOTrep e^apiOfi-qoraL Tas ttpa-

nels paSiov yeyovev, ovtcos oIovt' elvac avvTopaos

brjXioaaL tovs Kaipovs iv ots e/cao-ra tovtojv

eTTpdxdy], Kal Ta ttjs TToXecus (hs ^^X^' '^'^^ '^^ "^^^

TToXejxioiv SvvaixLV ttoXv yap dv vjjuv at r' euep-

yeaiai p,eil,ovs KdKelvos nXeiovos d^ios eSo^ev

elvai. vvv he Tavra fjuev edaco Sta to ttXtjOos.

" Sestos and Crithote were acquired for Athens by
Timotheus as a part of the Samos (Asia Minor) campaign.

* The " Thracian " campaign, in the course of which he
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Timotheus, without receiving from you or collecting

from your allies any money whatsoever, captured

after a siege of ten months \^ith a force of eight

thousand light-armed troops and thirty triremes, and
he paid all these forces from the spoils of war. And
if vou can point to any other man who has done a

Hke thing, I stand ready to admit my folly in attempt-

ing to praise superlatively one who has done no more
than others.

Well, then, from Samos he sailed away and cap-

tured Sestos and Crithote," forcing you, who up to

that time had been careless of your interests in the

Chersonese, to give your attention to that territory.

And finally he took Potidaea, upon which Athens had
in times past squandered twenty-four hundred talents,

and he met the expense from money which he him-
self proxided and from contributions of the Thracians ;

and, for full measure, he reduced all the Chalcideans

to subjection.*

To speak, not in detail, but in summary, he made
you masters of twenty-four cities and spent in doing
so less than your fathers paid out in the siege of

Melos.

I could \vish that just as it has been quite easy to

recount his exploits, so it were possible to picture

briefly the circumstances under which each of them
was accomplished—what the situation was in Athens
in each case and what the strength of our foes

—

, for

you would then have been made to appreciate much
more highly the worth of his achievements and of the
man himself. As it is, the subject is so large that I

must leave it untouched.

won over the cities in the Chalcidean peninsula, took place
in 365-364. See Grote, History, vol. x. pp. 60 ff.
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115 Hyovfjiai 8' u/xa? rjSecog dv aKovaai 8ta tl ttotc

ToJv jjiev evhoKLjxovvTiov avhpoiv Trap* vfuv /cat

TToXejJLLKCOV clvaL SoKOVVTCOV OvSe KlhjXrjV eVLOl

Xa^eZv rjSvv^Orjaav, TtyLtd^eos" S' ovre rrjv rov
acojxarog ^uctlv excov eppcofxeurjv ovr^ ev rots

arpaTOTTeSoLS tols TrXavcofxevois KaraT€rpip,p,evos

,

aAA o jLte^' vpLcov TToXiTevoyievos TrjXiKavTa SteTT/aa-

qaro ro fieyeOos. eari 8' o Xoyos 6 irepl tovtojv

(fn,Xa7T€x0rjP'O}v fiev, prjdrjvai 8' ovk d(TVfjL(f)opos.

116 eKelvos yap rovro) TOJv dXXcov St'^ueyKcv, on nepl

T(x)v '^XXrjviKCJV /cat avfMfxaxi^Kcbv Trpayp^drajv /cat

TTJg eTnjxeXeias rrjg tovtcov ov ttjv avrrjv vplv

yva)p,T]v elxev. v/xels pikv yap x^^porovelre aTparrj-

yovs Toifs evpojoroTarovs tols acop^aarL /cat 770A-

Aa/ct? iv TOt? ^ei't/cot? cjrpaTevpaai yeyevrjpLevous,

cog 8ta TOVTCov hiaTTpa^opLCVoi tl tojv Seovrcov. 6

8e Tot? p,ev TOLOVTOtg Xoxctyols i)(prJTO /cat ra^idp-

117 X°'S'' o-^'''OS Se Trept ravra 8etv6s rjv, rrepl direp xprj

£^ (l)p6vLjxov elvaL tov aTpaTjiyoy rov dyadov.
fyVj^/^-: J 'Eart 8e ravra riva hvvapav ep^orra; Set yap

ovx ctTrAois' CLTTeLV, dXXd aatfyws (f>pd(jai nepl avrcov.

^ TTptbrov p,ev SvvaadaL yvdJvai Trpog rivas noXe-

2^ p-rjreov /cat rlvas avp,p,dxovg rronqriov dpx'^ ydp
avrrj arparrjytas ioriv, rjg rjV hiapidprrj rts", dvdyKT)

ifi rov TToX^jxov davp.(j)opov /cat ;)(aAe776i' /cat TrepUpyov

118 etP'at. 7T€pL roivvv rrjv roiavrrjv Trpoaipeaiv ov

pLOVov ovheis roLOvrog yeyovev, aAA' ouSe Trapa-

TrXiqcjios. pdhiov 8' e^ avra>v rcov kpycov yvdjvai'

irXeiarovs ydp TToXepovs dvev ri]S TroXecos dveXo'

" With specific reference to Chares, the rival and enemy
of Timotheus. See Plutarch, Moralia 187, 188.
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But I think you would like to have me explain to

you why in the world it is that some of the generals

who have a high reputation among you and are

thought to be great fighters have not been able to

take even a village, while Timotheus, who lacks a

robust physique and has not knocked about with

itinerant armies but has shared with you the duties of

a citizen, has accomplished such great things. What
I have to say on this question will no doubt be
offensive, but it ^^^ll not be without profit for you to

hear it. Timotheus was superior to all the rest in that

he did not hold the same views as you ^vith regard

to the affairs of the Hellenes and of your allies and
the manner in which they should be directed. For
you elect as your generals men who have the most
robust bodies ^ and who have served in many cam-
paigns ^\^th foreign armies, thinking that under their

leadership you will have some success. Timotheus,

on the other hand, used these men as captains and
division-commanders, while he, himself, showed his

abiUty in the very things which it is necessary for a

good general to know.
"WTiat, then, are the requisites of a good general

and what ability do they involve ? For they cannot

be summed up in a word, but must be explained

clearly. First of all is the ability to know against

whom and with whose help to make war ; for this

is the first requisite of good strategy, and if one
makes any mistake about this, the result is inevitably

a war which is disadvantageous, difficult, and to no
purpose. Well, in this kind of sagacity there has

never been anyone like him or even comparable with

him, as may easily be seen from his deeds themselves.

For, although he undertook most of his wars without
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fievos, aTTavras tovtovs KarcopOcocre /cat StKaicos

arraat toXs "EAAtjctiv eSo^ev avrovs Troiijaacrdat.

Kai rot rod KoXoJs ^ovXevaaadai ris av oiTToSei^iv

exoL ara(f)€UTepav /cat /xet^co ravrrjs vapaaxeadai

;

119 Aevrepov tl Trpoa-qKei rov arpar-qyov tov dyadov;
arparoTTehov avvayayelv dpfMorrov ro) TToXepao Tcb

TTapovTL, /cat Tovro avvrd^ai /cat ;^;p7^CTacr^at avp,-

^epovTOis. CO? p,ev roiwv TjTTiararo xP'>]cr6o.L /caAcD?,

at TTpd^eig avral SeSrjXtvKaaLv cZ*? Se /cat npos ro

TTapacTKevdcraadaL jxeyaXoTrpeTTcos Kai rrjs TrdAeco?

d^icjs aTTdvrcov Si-qveyKev, ovSe rcov e^dpiov ovhels

120 d.v aAAoj? elireZv roXfx-qaeiev. eVt toivvv Trpos

TOVTOLS dnopLas eveyKelv (yrpaToneSov /cat Trevias,

Kai 7^aAt^' eviropLas evpelv, tls ovk dv tcov avvearpa-

T€Vfj,€vcov TTpos dpL^OTcpa TavTa 8ia(/)€p€iv eKelvov

TTpoKpiveiev ; avviaaai yap avrw Kara jxkv dp^ds
rd)V TToX€p.a>v Sta ro fx-qhev napd rrjs TToXeoJs Xap,-

PdvcLv els rds iaxdras ivhelas Kadiardpievov, c/c

he rovro)v els rovro rd Trpdy/xara TTepuardvau Svvd-

fxevov, ware /cat rcbv TToXejjiLcov^ TTepiyiyveadaL /cat

rois arparicorais evreXeXs dTToSiSovai rovs fxtaOovs.

121 Ovroj roiwv rovroiv jxeydXcov ovrcov /cat a(f)68pa

Kareneiyovrcov , eirl rols ixopievoLs St/catco? dv ris

avrdv en fxaXXov eTTaiveaeiev . opcbv yap vfidg

rovrovs [jlovovs dvhpas vopLLl,ovras , rovs dneiXovv-

ras /cat rovs eK(f)0^ovvras rds dXXas TToXeis /cat

rovs del rt vecorepll^ovras ev rols crvfxfidxois, ovk

€777]KoXovOrjije rals Vfierepais yvco/JiaLs, oyS' rj^ov-

Xrjdr] ^Xd7Tra>v rr]v ttoXlv evSoKLfieLv, aAAa rovr*

^ tGiv iroXefiLcav Benseler : rif noXifitfi itss.

252



ANTIDOSIS, 118-121

support from the city, he brought them all to a

successful issue, and convinced all the Hellenes that

he won them justly. And what greater or clearer

proof of his wise judgement could one adduce than

this fact ?

What, then, is the second requisite of a good
general ? It is the abiHty to collect an army which

is adequate to the war in hand, and to organize

and to employ it to good advantage. Now, that

Timotheus understood how to employ his forces to

good purpose, his achievements themselves have

shown ; that in the ability to recruit armies which

were splendidly equipped and reflected honour upon
Athens he excelled all other men, no one even of

his enemies would dare to gainsay ; and, further-

more, in the power both to bear the privations and
hardships of army Hfe, and^gain to find abundant
resources, who of the men who were with him in

the field would not pronounce him incomparable ?

For they know that at the beginning of his campaigns,

ovving to the fact that he received nothing from
Athens, he found himself in great extremities, but

that, even with this handicap, he was able to bring

his fortunes round to the point where he not only

prevailed over our enemies but paid his soldiers

in full.

These are great things and compel our admiration ;

but the facts which I now give entitle him to even
greater praise. For although he saw that you re-

spected only the kind of generals who threatened and
tried to terrify the other cities and were always for

setting up some revolution or other among your allies,

he did not fall in vvith your prejudices, nor was he
willing to enhance his own reputation to the injury
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€(/>iXocr6(f>€t Kal Tovr* eTTparrev, ottcos /xTySejUta

rcov TToXeojv avrov (jio^rjuerai tmv '^W'qvihoiVy

dAAa TTCtcrat dapp-qaovai ttXtjv tcov dSiKovacbv.

122 rjTTtaTaTO yap tovs re SeStora? ort pnaovai hi ovs

fJjAf^ ai^ TOVTo TT€TTovd6r€s Tvy)(ava>cn , T'qv re ttoXlv 8ia

jxev rrjv (j)iXiav rr^v rcov dXXcov evhaiixoveaTdTr]v

/cat jjieyLarrjv yevofxevrjv, 8ta Se ro plaos puKpov

OLTToXtTTOvaav rod pirj rats" iaxo-Tats crvp.cf)opaLs

TreptTrecretv. (hv evdvfxovp,€vos rfj jxev Sum/xet rfj

rrjg TToXecDS rovg TToXefiiovs Karearpec/yeTO, ro) S'

TjOei Tcp avrov rr)v evvocav rrjv rd)v aAAtuv Trpouij-

yero, vop.lt,ojv rovro arpariqyrjpia pieZiC,ov eti^at /cat

KaXXiov Tj TToXXas TToAet? eAeti^ /cat TToXXaKis viKrjcrat

123 /xa;^Ojaevos". ovru) S ea7Tov8a^e Trepl ro pbrjhepiiav

rcov TToXecxJV ixT]Se pLiKpav VTToi/jtav Trepl avrov

Xa^eiv (hg em^ovXevovros , ojct^' orrore [xeXXoi rivd

77apa7rAetv rcov fir] rag avvrd^eis SlSovgcov, Tre'yu,-

ipas rrporjyopeve roZs dpxovcnv, tva /xtj rrpo rcov

Xipiivciiv i^aL(f)vrjs 6(f)deLs els Oopv^ov /cat rapa^^jv

124 avrovs Karaanqaeiev . et Se rv)(ot Kadoppnadets

irpos rrjv ;^6ij/3ai', ovk dv e(l)'fJKe rols crrparicorais

dpTrdt^eiv /cat KXenreiv /cat TTopdelv rds otKias, dXXd
roaavrr]v elx^v inifxeXeLav vuep rov [xrjSev yiyve-

aOai roLovrov, oar)v Trep ol SeaTTorai rcov XPV'
fidrcov ov yap rovrco Trpoaeixe rov vovv, orrcos

e/c rcov roiovrcov avrog evSoKLjxrjaeL Trapa rot?

arpancoracs, aAA' ottcos tj ttoXls rrapd rolg "EAAry-

125 criv. TTpos 8e rovrois rag SopiaXcorovs rcov TToXecov

OVTCO TTpdcos hicoKei /cat vopuipLcos cos ovSels dXXos

" Cf. Areop. 2 and note.
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of Athens ; on the contrarj', he made it the object

of his thought and of his actions to see to it that no
one of the cities of Hellas should be afraid of him,

but that all should feel secure excepting those which
did wrong ; for he realized that men who are afraid

hate_those who inspire this feehng in them, and that

it was due to the Triendship of the other cities that

Athens rose to great power and prosperity, just as

it was due to their hatred that she barely escaped
the most disastrous fate. Bearing in mind these

facts, he used the power of Athens in order to

subdue her enemies, and the force of his own
character in order to win the good will of the rest

of the world, beUe\-ing that this is a greater and
nobler kind of generalship than to conquer many
cities many times in battle. So concerned was he
that none of the cities should in the slightest degree
suspect him of sinister designs that whenever he
intended to take his fleet to any of the cities which
had been remiss in their contributions," he sent word
to the authorities and announced his coming before-

hand, lest his appearance without warning in front

of their ports might plunge them into disquiet and
confusion ; and if he happened to harbour his fleet

in any place, he would never permit his soldiers to

plunder and pillage and sack the people's houses,

but took as great precautions to prevent such an
occurrence as the owners would take to guard their

own possessions ; for his mind was not upon winning \

for himself the good opinion of his soldiers by such i

"" "

licence, but upon winning for Athens the good A^AClU^
opinion of the Hellenes. Moreover, when cities had
been taken by him in battle, he would treat them
with a mildness and a consideration for their rights
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ras avfjLfjLax^^cLs, 7]yovyievos , et roiovrog a)v <^ai-

voLTO TTepi rov9 TToXefX'qaavTag , rrjv ixeyiarr^v TTLariv

eaeaOai SeScDKojg (hs ovheiror* av irepi ye tovs

aAAous" e^a/xapretv roXfiijacLev.

126 ToiyaproL 8ia tyjv So^av rrjv e/c tovtow yiyvo-

ycevqv TToXXai tcjv TToXecov rcov Tvpos Vfids BvgkoXcos

exovaaJv avaTreTTrafievaig avrov iSexovro tols

TTvXais' iv ats" CKelvos ovhepiiav rapax'rjv inoL-qaev,

aXX waTTep oLKovfxevas avra? elaiojv KareXa^ev,

ovrcos i^iajv KareXenrev.

127 Kec^aAaioi' 8e ttolvtcov tovtojv eidiapievajv yap
TOP dXXov ;^pot'Oi' 7ToXXa)v yiyveadat Kai Seivcov

iv TOt? "KXXr^aiv, cttI rrJ9 €K€lvov GrparrjyLas

ousels' oiv ovr avaaTaaeis evpoi yeyevqpievas ovre

7toXlt€lcov p,€Ta^oXas ovre acfyayas Kol <f)vyas ovr'

dXX* ovSev rcx>v KaKcbv rGiv dvrjKearajv, dXX* ovtojs

at Toiavrai avfi,(f)opal /car' eKelvov rov XP^^^^
eXdj^Tjaav, (hare jxovos Sv rjixels jjivqijiovevoiiev

128 dveyKXrjTov ttjv ttoXlv tols "EAAtjcti Trapecrp^e. Kai

TOt XPV crTpo.T7jy6v dpicrrov vofXLl,eiv ovk et tls

pLia TVXJ} rrjXiKovTOV tl Karcopdcoaev wairep Kvoav-
8pos, o pi'qhevL Tojv dXXcov hcaTTpd^aadai crvpi-

^e^TjKev, aAA' oaris cttI ttoXXcjv /cat TTavToSancov

Kai SvaKoXcov Trpay/xartov opdcos del Trpdrrajv Kai

vovv exovTcos SiarereXeKev onep Ti,fio6ecp avp,-

^e^TjKev.

129 Ot/xat ovv vpLCvv rovs ttoAAou? Oavfid^etv rd Xe-

yofxeva Kai vop,Lt,€iv rov eiraivov rov eKetvov Kart]-

yopiav elvai ttjs TToXecos, el roaavras p^ev rroXeis

» Cf. Panath. 259.
* He happened to be in command of the Spartan forces
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which no one else has ever shown to alUes in war
;

for he thought that if he showed such an attitude

toward those who had made war upon him, he
could give ho greater guarantee that he would
never bring himself to WTong the others.

Therefore it was that, because of the reputation
which this conduct gave him, many of the cities

which had no love for Athens used to welcome him
with gates thrown wide ; and he, in turn, never set

up any disturbance in them, but just as he found
them governed when he entered their gates, so he
left them when he passed out.

And now to sum up all this : In other times many
calamities were wont to be visited upon the Hellenes,
but, under his leadership, no one can point to cities

devastated, governments overthrown, men murdered
or driven into exile, or any other of those ills that are
irreparable." Nay, so complete was the respite from
such misfortunes in his day that, so far back as we
can remember, he is the only general under whom
no complaint was raised against Athens by the other
Hellenes. And surely you ought to find your ideal

of a good general, not in one who by a single stroke of
good fortune has attained, like Lysander,** a success
which it has been the lot of no other man to achieve,

but one who, though loaded with many difficult

responsibiUties of all sorts, has always discharged
them with honesty and wisdom. And just this has
been the fortune of Timotheus.
Most of you are, I suppose, astonished at what I am

saying, and think that in praising him I am condemn-
ing Athens, since he, after having captured so many

when the Athenian empire crumpled at the battle of Aegos-
potami.
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eXovTa firjSefiLav S' aTToXdaavra ire^l TrpoSoaias

eKpive, /cai TraAtv et SiSovto? evdvvas avrov, /cat

TCLs jjiev TTpd^eis ^l(j>LKpdrovs dvaSexop.€vov , rov S'

VTrep TOJv ;)(/37^/xaTCui' Xoyov Meveadecos, tovtovs

fiev OLTTeXvae, Ttfjiodeov Se Toaovrots O^rjixicoae

XpTJl^CLOLv oaoLs ovSeva ttcottotc tcov Trpoyeyevr]-

130 p-€va>v. €)(^€t. 8' ovTCos' ^ovXofxai, yap Kal tov VTrep

rrjs TToXews Xoyov eiTretv. el fxev v/xets npos avro

TO SiKaiov dTTO^XeTTOvres aKeifieade Trepl rovrajv,

ovK koTLV oTTcos ov beLvd Kal a-^erXia vdaiv elvai

So^et rd TreTrpaypbiva Trepl TLp,66eov fjv 8' dvaXo-

yiarjade riqv dyvoiav oarjv e-)(op,ev Travreg dvdpanroi,

Kai Tovs (^Ooyqvs tovs eTnyiyvopievovs "rip^v, en
he rds rapa^ds koI rqv rvp^rjv ev

fj
t,wp,ev, ovSev

TOVTCov dXoycos ov8' e^oi rfj? dvdpwTTLvqg cjjvaeois

evpedijaeraL yeyevrjuevov, dXXd Kal TLp.6deog fiepos

Ti avpL^e^Xrjpbevog rov p,rj Kard rpoTTov yvoiaOrjvat

131 "^^pl avrcbv. CKelvos ydp ovre pcLaohrijios d)v ovre

[MiadvdpctJTTOs ovd^ VTTeprj^avog, ovr* aXX ovhev exojv

/ rCiv roiovTOiv KaKd>v, 8ta rrjv ueyaXochpocrvvnv

rriv TTj arparrjyia p,ev avp,(pepovaav, jrpos oe ras

XP^i'Cg Twv ael TrpoaTnTTTovrcov ov^ app-orrovaav

,

aTTaaiv eho^ev evo^os elvat rols TTpoeLprjpLevots' ovrcu

ydp d^xn^s tjv Trpos Tr]v rcbv dvdpcoTTOjv deparreiav

wairep Selves' Trepl rrjv rd)V TTpayp^droiv eTTipLeXeLav.

" In the campaign against Byzantium, which was aided
by the Chians and their aUies (357 b.c), a conflict arose
between Chares and the other commanders of the Athenian
fleet, Timotheus, Iphicrates, and INIenestheus, Iphicrates'

son. Chares persisted in carrying out a plan of attack which
had been agreed upon but which the others abandoned on
account of a storm. Unsupported in this, he was defeated.

Returning to Athens, he then charged his colleagues with
treason and corruption. In the trial Iphicrates shouldered
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cities and having never lost a single one, was tried

for treason, and again when he submitted his reports,

and Iphicrates took upon himself the responsibility

for the conduct of the campaign and Menestheus
accounted for the moneys expended upon it, they, on
the one hand, were acquitted, while Timotheus was
fined a larger sum than anyone in the past had ever

been condemned to pay." The fact is, hoAvever,

that I desire to stand up for Athens also. It is true

that if you consider the actions of the city by the

standard of pure justice, no one of you can avoid

the conclusion that her treatment of Timotheus was
cruel and abominable ; but if you make allowance

for the ignorance which possesses all mankind, for

the feelings of envy that are aroused in us, and,

furthermore, for the confusion and turmoil in which
we live, you will find that nothing of what has been
done has come about without a reason nor does the
cause lie outside our human weakness, but that

Timotheus, also, has been responsible in some degree
for the mistaken judgements passed upon him. For
while he was no anti-democrat nor a misanthrope,
nor arrogant, nor possessed of any such defect of
character, yet because of his proud bearing—an
advantage to the office of a general but out of place

in dealing \^-ith men from day to day—everyone
attributed to him the faults which I have named

;

for he was by nature as inept in courting the favour
of men as he was gifted in handling affairs.

the responsibility for the campaign, and Menestheus gave
a full accounting for the receipts and expenditures. They
were acquitted, while Timotheus, never popular with the
demos, was fined 100 talents. See § 101, note. Isocrates'
version of the facts is generally accepted. See Grote,
History, vol. xi. pp. 30 if.
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132 Kat TOi TToAAa/cts' /cat Trap' ifxov tolovtovs

Aoyovs rJKovaev, to? XPV tovs TToXirevofxevovs Kal

^ PovXojxevovs a^€aK€LV Trpoaipeladat fxev rajv re

irpa^euiv ras co^eAtyuajraras' koi ^eXrlarag Kal

rcbv Xoycjov tovs dXyjOeardrovs Kal SiKaLoraTovs,

ov firjv dXXd KOLKeXvo TTaparrjpelv Kal OKOTrelv,

OTTOiS €Tn-x^apiTU>s Kal (l>tXavdpcoTTa)S aTravra tjyavrj-

aovrai Kal Xeyovreg Kal Trpdrrovreg, cLs ol tovtojv

oXiycopovvres eTTa)(de.aTepoL Kal ^apvrepoi SoKovcriv

133 efvai tols avp.TToXiT€Vop,evois •

" dpas Be rrjv

<f)vaLV TTjv Tojv TToXXu)v cLs SiciKeiTai TTpog rds

rjSovds, Kal Stort fidXXov <j>LXovai tovs Trpos X^P''^

oixLXovvras ^ tovs €v TTOiovvTas, Kal tovs /u-era

(baiSpoTTjTOS Kal (fiiXavdpcoTrias (fyevaKit^ovTas r)

tovs /xer' oyKov Kal aefxvoTrjTos (h^eXovvTas. (Lv

ovhev (TOL jxepieXrjKev, dXX r)v imeLKcos tcov e^w

7TpayixdTa)v €Tnp,eXrjdfjs , otet aoL Kal tovs evddSe

134 7ToXtT€VOpL€VOVS KaXcOS €^€iV. TO S' OV^ OVTOJS

dXXd TovvavTLOv <^tAet avpL^atveiv. rjv yap tovtols

dpeaKTjs, djTav o rt dv rrpd^rjs oi) rrpos ttjv dXrj-

deiav Kpivovatv dXXd Trpos to aol avp.(j)ipov vtto-

XT^ijjovTaL, Kal Ta p,€V dfiapTav6p,€va TrapoifjovTai,

TO 8e KaTopdoiOkv ovpav6piT]K€s TTonqGovatv' rj yap

evvoia TTavTas ovtco hiaTidrjaLV

.

135 " "Hv ai) TTj p.ev noXei irapd tcov dXXojv e/c rravTos

TpoTTOV KTrjcracrOai t,rjT€is, r]yovp,evos pbeyiaTov

etvai TcDv dyadcjv, avTOS Se aavTco irapd ttjs TroAeco?

OVK o'Ul Setv TTjv avT-qv TavTr]v TrapaoKevd^etv,
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Indeed he has often been advised by me, among
others, that while men who are in public life and
desire to be in favour must adopt the principle of

doing what is most serviceable and noble and of

saying what is most true and just, yet they must at

the same time not neglect to study and consider

well how in everything they say arid do they may
convince the people of their graciousness and human
sympathy ; since those who are careless of these

matters are thought by their fellow-citizens to be '"

disagreeable and offensive. " You observe," I

would say to him, " the nature of the multitude, jvTjk.S'S^

how susceptible they are to flattery ; that they like

those who cultivate their favour better than those

who seek their good : and that they prefer those

who cheat them with beaming smiles and brotherly

love to those who serve them v\ith dignity and
reserve. You have paid no attention to these

things, but are of the opinion that if you attend
honestly to your enterprises abroad, the people at

home also will think well of you. But this is not the
case, and the very contrary is wont to happen. For
if you please the people in Athens, no matter what
you do they \vill not judge your conduct by the facts

but will construe it in a light favourable to you ;

and if you make mistakes, they will overlook them,
while if you succeed, they will exalt your success to

the high heaven. For good will has this effect upon
all men.

" But you, while seeking by every means in your
power to win for Athens the good will of the rest

of the Hellenes, because vou recognize its great
advantages, nevertheless do not consider that there

is any need to secure for yourself the good will of
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dAAa TrXeioTiov ayadcbv atTtos" yeyevrjjjLevog )(^elpov

Staareicrat rcjv ovhev a^iov Xoyov SiaTTeTTpayixevojv.

136 " KIkotcos' ol fxev yap rovs pi]ropos Kal rov? gv

TOLS ISioLS avXXoyoLS Xoyo7TOt,€lv Svvapevovs Kai

Trdvra irpoaTTOLovpuevovs etSevat depavevovai, av
8' ov fMovov dfjueXels, dAAa /cat TT-oAe/^et? rols /xeyt-

(jTov del BvvajxevoLs avrwv.

Kat TOL TToaovs o'Ui Sid rds rovrojv i/jevho-

Xoytas Tovs fxev GV[X(f)opaXs TTepLTTeTTTOJKevai, rovs
8' drlpLovs elvai; TToaovs 8e twv 7Tpoyeyevr]fX€va>v

dvojvvpLovs clvai;^ ttoXv aTTOvhaiorlpovs /cat nXeo-

vos d^lovg yeyevTjiJievovs rebv dSojjLeviov /cat rpayco-

137 Soufxevcov; dAA' ol jxev, olfxai,, ttoltjtcjv erv^ov

Kal XoyoTTOtiov, ol 8' ovk eaxov rovs vjJLvi^aovTas.

-qv ovv ijjLol TTeldr) Kal vovv exi}?, ov KaTacfipovrjaeig

rcov dvSpoJv rovTiov, ols to ttXtjOos etPtCTxat

7naT€V€Lv ov fjiovov TTepl ivos eKaarov rcov TToXircov

dXXd Kal TTepl oXcxjv rcov Trpayp-drcov, aXX evu-.

-j piiXeLav rtva iToirjaei Kal OepaTreiav avrcov, iv

ly^/H^ evSoKifi-qarjg 8t' dpL^orepa, Kal 8td rds aavrov

TTpanels Kal 8td Toy? rovrcov Xoyovs-

138 TavTa 8' dKovcov dpdwg [xev e^aoKe pie XeyeLV,

ov fiTjv OLos r TjV r7]v (f)vaLV p^era^aXelv, dAA' -^v

ixev /caAo? Kaya^o? dvr]p Kal r-qs TToXeoJS Kat rrjs

^ irbcyovs de tGjv irpoyeyevrifxevwv dvuvv/xovs elpai ; AEG : om. 1\

" This recalls the poetic commonplace on the immortality

lent by literature, for example in the familiar lines of

Horace {Odes iv. 9. 25-28)

:

vixere fortes ante Agamemnona
niulti ; sed omnes inlacrimabiles

urgentur ignotique longa
nocte, carent quia vate sacro.
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Athens ; nay, you who have benefited the city in

ways beyond calculation are less esteemed than

those who have done nothing of note.

" And you could expect nothing else ; for such

men cultivate the public orators and the speakers

who are effective in private gatherings and who
profess to be authorities on every subject, while you

not only neglect to do this, but actually make an

open breach between yourself and the orators who
are from time to time the most influential.

" And vet I wonder if you realize how many men
have either come to grief or failed of honour because

ofthe naisrepresentations of these orators ; how many
in the generations that are past have left no name,

although they were far better and worthier men
than those who are celebrated in song and on the

tragic stage. But the latter, you see, found their

poets and historians, while the others secured no

one to h)Tnn their praises." Therefore, if you will

only heed me and be sensible, you will not despise

these men whom the multitude are wont to believe,

not only vrith. reference to each one of their fellow-

citizens, but also >\"ith reference to the affairs of the

whole state, but you will in some measure show

attention and pay court to them in order that you

may be held in honour both because of your own
deeds and because of their words."

WTien I would speak to him in this wise, he would

admit that I was right, but he could not change his

nature. He was a good man and true, a credit to
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EAAaSo? d^Log, ov fir)v avfjifMerpos ye rots roiov-

V^'' y?' TOig TcDv avdpojTTOJV, oaoL rois vrrep avrovs 7T€(f)V-

>^-lA KOCTLV axdo/jLevot, rvy)(avovai. rotyapovv ol jxev

prjTopes epyov et^'^v airta? irepL avrov TToAAas

/cat i/jevSeis TrXdrTCiv, to Se nXijOos d'nohe-)(^eadai

139 TOLS VTTO TOVTCOV Xeyopiivas. nepl <hv rj^ecos av

OLTreXoyrjadiJLrjv , el Kaipov el^^ov olfxai yap dv vjjids

aKovaavrag pnafjaai rovs re Trpoayayovras Trjv

ttoXlv 6771 Tr]V opyxjv TTjV TTpos eKeivov Kal rovs

(f)Xavp6v Tt 77ept avrov Xdyetv roXjxdivras . vvv 8e

ravra pukv edacx), rrepl ifxavrov Se Kal rojv ivearo)-

roiv TTpayfjidraJv TrdXiv rroL-qaopiaL rovs Xoyovg.

140 ATTopd) 8' o n ;j^p')^cro^at rots' vttoXolttols , Kal

rivos TTpcorov pivrjadd) Kal ttoLov Sevrepov to yap

€(l)€^rjs pie Xeyeiv hiaTTetfievyev. 'lacos p.ev ovv

avayKalov eanv, d>s dv eKaarov rvxjj Trpocnreaov,

oiJTOJS eLTTelv nepi avrdyv d 8 ovv /xot vvv eireXiq-

Xvde, Kal TTepl cov iydj p,ev ev6p,il,ov elvai SrjXcoreov,

dXXos 8e TLS pLOL avve^ovXeve pur] Xeyeiv, ovk drro-

141 Kpvi/jopiaL TTpos vpids. eTTetSr^ yap aTnjveyKe rrjv

ypa(f>rjv, eaKonovv Trepi avrdjv rovrojv oiOTrep dv

vpidJv eKaaros, Kat rov re ^lov tov epcavrov Kal

rds TTpd^eis e^rjra^ov, Kal TrXeZarov xpovov rrepl

rds roiavras Sierpc^ov ecf)' at? cpopirjv eiraLveZaOai

pie TTpocrrjKeLV. aKpocopcevos 8e ris rd)v eTnrr]heia)V

eroXpurjcrev elrreiv npos p-e Xoyov Trdvrwv ap^erAtcu-

rarov, d)S afta pev etr) rd Xey6p,eva (fyiXoripias

,

ov p,7]v dXX' avros ye SeSteVat ravra pbaXiara, prj

rroXXovs XvTTifjar] rdjv aKovovrcav

.

142 " Ovrco yap "
ecf)!^ "rives vtto rod ^dovov Kal

rdJv dnopLdJv i^rjyplwvraL Kal SvcrpievdJs exovaiv,

coctt' ov rals TTOvrjpiais dXXd rats evTTpayiais ttoXc-
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Athens and to Hellas, but he could not lower himself

to the level of people who are intolerant of their

natural superiors. So it was that the orators occupied

themselves with inventing many false charges against

him, and the multitude viiih drinking them in. I

should be glad to refute these slanders, if the

occasion permitted me to do so ; for I beheve that

if you could hear me, you would come to loathe

the men who have stirred the city to anger against

Timotheus and the men who dare to speak evil of

him. Now, however, I shall leave this subject and
take up again my own defence and the case before us.

But I am at a loss to know how to proceed Avith

the rest of my speech—what topic to take up first

and what next ; for the power to speak in any set

order has escaped me. Perhaps, therefore, I have

no choice but to discuss each point as it happens to

occur to me. Accordingly, I am going to lay bare

to you the thoughts which have now come into my
mind. I have been thinking all along that I ought
to put them before you, but I have been advised

against doing so. For when I was indicted, I

pondered these very matters, as any one of you
would have done, and I re\iewed my life and my
actions, dwelling longest on the things for which I

thought I deserved approbation. But one of my
associates, hearing me, made bold to urge an objec-

tion which was amazing in the extreme ; he stated

that while my life as I described it was worthy of

emulation, yet he himself greatly feared that my
story would irritate many of my hearers.

" Some men," he said, " have been so brutalized

by envy and want and are so hostile that they
wage war, not on depravity, but on prosperity ; they
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[xovcri, Kat jxtaovaiv ov fxovov rtov avdpiOTTCuv tovs
eTneLKeararovg, ctAAa Kal tcov eTTirrjhevyLarojv ra
^eXnara, Kal npog rols aXXoig KaKolg tols jxev

dSiKovai (jvvaycovi^ovTai, Kal avyyviLpL-qv exovatv,

ols S' av (f)dovrjaoicnv aTToWvovaiv, tjv rrep Svvrj-

143 uaxTL. ravra Se hpiJovres ovk dyvoovac Trepl (Lv

Tr)v ipijcjiov OLdovcTiv, dAA' dSiKijcreLV jxev iXiri-

L,ovT€s, 6(f)0rj(jeadai 8' ov TrpoahoKchvres' aw^oin-es

ovv TOVS ojjLOiovg acf>iaiv avrols ^orjOelv vopLil^ovoL.

"Tovrov S' eveKOL aoi ravra BiijXdov, ti^a rrpo-

etScos dfji€LVov 7Tpo<T(f)€p'rj Kal TOLs XoyoLs da(jiaXe-

arepoig xpf} "^pos oLvtovs, inel vvv ye riva XPV
TTpoaOoKOiv yvojixrjv e^eiv rovs tolovtovs, orav rov

T€ ^Lov rov aavTov Kal rag Trpd^eLS Ste^tr^s' pirjSe

Kara fiiKpov o/xota? ovaas rat? rovratv, oAA' olas

144 TT€p TTpos e/xe Xeyeiv e7Ti;^6tpet?; aTTO^atVets" yap
rovs re Xoyovs ovg yeypa<j>as ov pLepn/jecos dAAa
XdpLTOs TTJs fJieyto-rrjs d^iovs ovras, rcbv re rre-

TfXiqaLaKorojv aoi rovs pcev ovSev r^hiKrjKorag ovh^

7]fjLaprrjK6ras, rovs 8e St' dperrjv vtto rrjg TToXecos

earet^avajfievovs , rd re Kad' rjp.epav ovrto Kocr/jLtcos

/cat rerayjxevojg ^e^tcoKora aavrov d)s ovk otS'

e'i Tts" d'AAo? rdJv TToXiraJv, en he fX'qre SeSt/ca-

a/xevov iJiT]8evl jx'qre TTe<^evy6ra ttXtjv rrepl dvrt-

Soaecog, fJ-i^d' irepois avvriycnvLapbevov pbrjre fxe-

fiaprvprjKora, fJi'qr' dXXo rreTTOLT^Kora jxrjSev, ev ots

145 diravres TToXirevoixevoi^ rvy)(dvov(JL . rrpo's he rov-

rois ovrcog iStois" ovai, Kal vepLrrolg KdKelvo Xeyeis,

cos TCOV jxev dpxdJv /cat rdJv chtfyeXtwv rdJv evrevdev

^ TroXirf.vofj.ei'oi Benseler: ol TroXiTevSfiei'OL mss.

" The voting of Athenian juries was by secret ballot.

Cf. Areop. 34. * Cf. Plato, Apology 17 d.
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hate not only the best men but the noblest pursuits ;

and, in addition to their other faults, they take sides

with wTong-doers and are in s^Tiipathy with them,
while they destroy, whenever they have the power,

those whom they have cause to en\y. They do these

things, not because they are ignorant of the issues

on which they are to vote, but because they intend

to inflict injury and do not expect to be found out ;''Ili~-^/

and so, by protecting those of their o^vn kind, they

think they are pro\iding for their own safety.
" I have told you this in order that, being fore-

warned, you may be able to handle your case to

better advantage and to use less dangerous argu-

ments before the jury. For as things are, what
judgement can you expect such men to reach when
you tell them of your life and your conduct, which
are not in the least degree like their own, but such

as you are attempting to describe to me ? For you
show that the speeches which you have written merit,

not blame, but the highest favour ; that the men
who have been under your instruction have in no
case been guilty of wTong-doing or of crime, while

some of them have been cro^\'ned by the city in

recognition of their worth ; that from day to day
you, yourself, have lived so uprightly and laA\"fully

that I know not who of your fellow-citizens can
compare with you ; and that, furthermore, you have
never brought anyone to trial nor stood trial yourselfV >^OS-
save in the matter of an exchange of property, nor

have you appeared as counsel or as witness for others,

nor have you engaged in any other of the acti\ities

which make up the civic Ufa of all Athenians. And
to these peculiarities and idiosyncrasies you add
another, namely, that you have held aloof from

267



ISOCRATES

ytyvoyieviDV kol tcov dXXojv aTrdvrcov raJv kolvwv
i^earrjKas, els Se rovs Sta/cocn'ou? Kal ^lXlovs rovg
etG^epovras Kal Xeirovpyovvras ov /jlovov avrov
Trapex^iS aAAd /cat rov viov, Kal rpls jxev TJSr]

rerpi'qpapxTJKaTe, rds S' ctAAa? Xeirovpytas ttoXv-

reXearepov XeXetrovpy-qKare Kal kolXXlov tSi' ol

vofJLOL TTpoaraTTOvaL.

146 "Tavr aKouovras rovs rdvavria Trdat rols

TTpoeLprjjxevoLS eTnrerrjSevKOTas ovk o'Ul ^apecos
olaeiv Kal vopneZv iXeyx^crOat rov ^iov rov avrdjv

ov aTTovSaiov ovra; kol yap el puev fierd ttovov

/cat raXatTTCoplag fjaOdvovTO ae TTopit,6pLevov et? re

ras Xetrovpyias Kal Trepl rrjv dXXr]v hioLKiqaLv , ovk
av op^oLtos efieXev avrois' vvv 8e rd re irapd rdjv

^€vwv aoL yiyv6p.eva ttoXv TrXeico vop^L^ovotv elvai

147 rwv 8iSop,€Pcov, avrov re ere padvp.6repov rjyovvrai

irjv ov ixovov rd)v dXXcov dXXd Kal rdJv Trepl rr)v

£^ IP '^ (piAoaocpLav /cat rrjv avrrjv aot, -npayp^areiav ovrcov.

WjIfiCiM^:'/
" ^OpdJai yap eKelvojv p,ev rovs rrXeiarovs , ttXtjv

I Tcbv rov GOV ^Lov Kal rov rporrov TjyaTrrjKorcov, ev

re rats TravTqyvpecn Kal rots iStots" uvXXoyois

eTTtSet^et? TTOtovpievovs, 8Laycx)VL^op,evovs rrpos aAA?^-

I^rf-^ Xovs, Kad^ virep^oXrjv vmcrxvovpevovs, ipt^ovras,

148 XoiBopovp,€VOVs , ovhev aTToXeiTTOvras KaKcjv, dAAa
a(f)Lai p.€V avrols 7rpdyp,ara irape-^ovras , rots S'

aKpocopuevoLs e^ovaiav TrapaSiSovras rots p-^v Kara-

" Isocrates married Plathane, the widow of Hippias of
Elis, and adopted her son Aphareus. So far as we know,
he had no children of his own. See Jebb, Attic Orators
vol. ii. p. 30.

* The twelve hundred richest citizens in Athens paid the
special tax levies for war purposes and performed at private

expense the "liturgies" (public services), such as standing
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the public offices and the emoluments which go with

them, and from all other privileges of the common-
wealth as well, while you have enrolled not only

yourself but your son " among the twelve hundred
who pay the war-taxes and bear the liturgies, and

you and he have three times discharged the trierarchy

,

besides having performed the other services more
generously and handsomely than the laws require.^

" When you say these things to men whose
conduct is the opposite of all which has been said,

do you not suppose that they will take offence and «

think that you are sho\s1ng up the unworthiness oi^P-^^^^^H-

their avm lives ? For possibly if they had seen that

it is through hard work and sacrifice that you provide

yourself with the means wherewith to discharge your

public duties and to maintain your affairs in general,

they would not have felt the same about it. But in

fact they think that these fees which come to you
from your foreign pupils are much greater than

they actually are, and they consider that you live in

greater ease and comfort than not only the people

in general but also than those who cultivate philosophy

and are of the same profession as yourself.

" For they see most of the sophists, excepting those

who have embraced your hfe and ways, showing off

their oratory in the public assemblies or in private

gatherings, contesting against each other, making
extravagant professions, disputing, reviUng each

other, omitting nothing in the~language of abuse,

but in effect damaging their own cause and giving

licence to their auditors, now to ridicule what they

the expense of the training of a chorus for the drama or of
fitting out a ship of war (trierarchy). See GUbert, Greek
Constitutional Antiquities p. 371.

269



36*^

X
ISOCRATES

yeXdaai tu)v Xeyofjievcov, ivLois 8' eiraiviaai, rots

8e TrXeioroLS fj-taijaai, toXs S' ottojs eKaaroi ^ov-

Xovrai BLareOfjvaL irpos avrovs' <jk 8' ovhevos fier-

€)(ovTa rovTcov, aAA' avo^oiois ^wyra /cat rot?

aocjuarals Kal rots ISiwrats, Kal rots ttoXXo. Ke-

149 KTr]fji€yoLS Kal rots aTTopwg Sta/cet/xeVotS'. e^' of?

OL fiev Xoyi^eadai SvvdfJievoL Kal vovv e^ovTes tacos

dv ae ^rjXdoaeLav, ol 8e KaraSeearepov Trpdrrovres

Kal Xvireiadai, /xaXXou eloidores irrl rals rcov d?^Xa}v

eTTieiKeiais y] rals eavrcjv aryp^tats' ovk eariv ottojs

ov SvGKoXavovaL Kal p^aAeTroJj otaovatv. cos oSv

ovTOiS avTOiV hiaredrjaoixevoiv aKOTret ri aoi Ae-

KT€OV Tovrcov Kal ri TrapaXetTrreov eariv."

150 'EycL* 8e KaKeivov rore ravra Xeyovros /cat vvv

TjyovpLai TTavrwv dvOpcorrcov droTTiordrovs elvai

Kal a')(erXia)TdTovs , otrLves ^apecos dv dKovoiev

€1 XeiTovpyovvra jxev ipcavTOV rfj TToXei irape^^co

Kal TTOiovvra to TTpoararropievov , jji'qhev 8e Seo/xai

fnqre KXrjpovadai rdjv ap)(d)v eveKa, fiT^re Xajx-

Pdv€LV d rots dXXots Tj TroAi? SiScoai, /jlt^t av

151 (f)€vy€LV SiKas p.'qre SidoKeiv. ravra yap avv-

era^dfirjv ov 8ta irXovrov ovhk 8t' VTrep7jcf)avLav,

ovSe Kara(f)povd)u rdJv pur] rov avrov rporrov ip^ol

t^ojvTCJV, dAAa rr^v pikv Tjav^iav /cat rrjv aTrpay-

jjLoavvTjv dyaTTCOv, /xaAtara 8' opcov rovs roiovrovs

Kal Trap' vjjuv Kal rrapd rols dXXois evhoKtpiOVvras

,

eVetra rov ^lov T^Stcu vopnaas elvai rovrov rj rov

ra)v TToAAa Trparrovrcov, eVt Se rat? hiarpi^ais

« Cf. Panath. 12, 13. Havet (Introd. to Cartelier's

Antidosis p. xlix) contrasts the dignity of the discourses

of Isocrates with the personalities and recriminations

characteristic of the public orators of his day.
" Cf. Panath. 12.
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say, sometimes to praise them, most often to despise

them, and again to think of them whatever they

Uke. But in you they see a man who has no part

in these things," who hves in a manner different (T/^p ^
from the sophists as well as from lajTnen, and from T ^^

those who enjoy many possessions as well as from

those who hve in want. It is true that reasonable

and intelUgent people might perhaps congratulate

you on these grounds, but people who are less

fortunate and are wont to be more chagrined at the

honest prosperity of others than at their o^vti ill

fortune cannot fail to be surly and resentful. Know-
ing, then, that such will be the attitude of your

audience, consider well what you had better say

and what you had better leave unsaid."

- But I thought as he said these things and I think

now that they would be of all men the strangest

and most perverse who could take offence at being

told that I hold myself at the service of Athens in

discharging the Uturgies and performing any pubhc

duty she enjoins, and yet do not ask to have any

part in the allotment of the offices nor in the dis-

tribution of the gifts she doles out to others, nor in

the privilege of prosecuting or defending cases in

the courts.* For I have prescribed this course for

myself, not because I am rich or have any falsepride,

nor because I look down on those who do~notlIve

in the same way as I do, but because I love peace

and tranquillity, and most of all because I see that

men who so live are looked up to both in Athens
and in other parts of the world. Moreover, I con-

sider that this kind of life is more agreeable than

that of men who are busy with a multitude of things,

and that it is, besides, more in keeping with the

271



ISOCRATES

rals efials TrpeTTOihlarepov , als i^ '^PXV^ Kare-

GTrjadfiT^v

.

152 TovTOJV jxev ev€Ka rovrov rov rpoTTOv t,r\v

7TpoeL\6pL-qv Twv 8e X-q^fxarcov roJv vapa rrjs

TToXeojs d7Te(T)(6ixr]v Seivov r^yiqadpievo? , el 8vvd-

fievos e/c TWV IhicDV Tpi^etv ifiavrov ep,TToh(x)v rep

yevqa-ofxat tow evTevdev ^rjv rjvayKaapievcov, Kal^

8ta Tiqv ipirjv Trapovaiav evher^s tls yeviqaeTai tcov

dvayKaia)v.

Yirep (Lv eiraivov Tvy)(aveiv d^LOs rjv p.dXXov -q

153 hia^oXrjs. vvv 8' els TToXXrjv diropiav KadeaTrjKa,

TL Spcbv dpeaai SvvrjdeLTjv dv tols tolovtolS' et

yap dnavTa rov )(^p6vov epyov iroLovpievos ovojs

pirjSeva p^rir dhiKiqaoj p,r]T evoxXijaco /XTjre Autttjctco,

8i aura Tavra Xvttco Tivas, tL ttolojv dv X^P'"
t^oip^rfv ; rj tl Xolttov ecrrt TrXrjv ep,e p.ev drvx^,
Tovs 8e TOLOVTOVS ajjiadeXs SoKetv etvat /cat 8va-

KoXovs Tols crvfiTToXiTevofjievots

;

154 Upos [xev ovv rovs [xrjSev rcJov avrd>v rots

aAAots' yiyviuaKovTas, dXXd xaXeircoTepovs dvras

TOLS p,r] KaKOJS TrpaTTOVGLV 7] TOLS dSiKovcn,

fxcopov eoTLV dTToXoyiav l,rjTelv dacp yap dv tis

eTTLeiKearepov avTOV emhei^rj, hrjXov otl Toaovru)

X€Lpov dycovielTai Trap' avTols' irpos 8e tovs

dXXovs, Trepl (Lv Avaip^axos Sie^aXev, d)s 7TafjLTTXT]d7J

KeKTiq/jieda ttjv ovalav, dvayKoiov eariv elirelv, Iva

p,rj TTiaTevdeis 6 Xoyos els pLeit,ovs Kal TiXeiovs rjp.ds

ep.^dXrj XeiTOvpylas d)v vrreveyKeiv dv hwrjOeZpLev.

^ fivayKao'fji.^vojv, Kal Hirschig : fjvayKacrfj.ii'wy XajSe'iv to di56-

fiepov vird rrjs 7r6\ea)s, /cat MSS.

" For example, by presenting himself for service on the

juries and drawing pay for this. Cf. Areop. 24 and note.
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career to which I have dedicated myself from the
first.

It was for these reasons that I chose this manner
of life. And if I have refrained from accepting the
bounties which are distributed by the city it was
because I thought it outrageous if I, who am able

to maintain myself from my private resources, should
stand in the way of any of those who have been
compelled to get their livelihood from the city, and
if because ofmy presence " anyone should be deprived
of the necessities of existence.'' i. ^ /y^
Now for this I deserved praise rather than pre-

judice. But as things are I am utterly at a loss to

know what I could do to satisfy men of this stamp.
For if I have made it my object all my life not to

injure or burden or offend any man, and if by this

ver}- course I offend certain people, what could I do
to please them ? Or what conclusion is left to me
other than that I seem to be unfortunate, and that

these people appear to be boorish and churHsh
toward their fellow-citizens ?

It is, therefore, utter foUy to seek to justify myself
to those who are not minded Uke other men but are

harder on the innocent than on the guilty ; for it

is obvious that the more honest a man shows himself

to be, the more hopeless wilLhe make his case in

their eyes. But to the others_<^ I must address mvself
in reply to the false charge of Lysimachus that I am
p>ossessed of enormous wealth, lest this statement, if

credited, impK)se upon me greater pubUc burdens
than I could bear.

* See Areop. 54, note. Cf. Areop. 24.
' So Socrates, in Plato's Apology, addresses first one

group of the jury, then the other.
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155 "OAcDS" fJ-ev ovv ovSelg euped'qGeraL rcov KaXov-
fji€va)v ao(^iUTCov ttoXXo. ^piq^ara avXXe^dfJievos

,

aAA OL jxev iv oAtyots" ol 8' iv ttolvv fieTplois rov

^iov hiayayovres' 6 Se TrAetCTra KTrjadfxevos <Lv

7]iJLels iJLvr]f.LOvevoiJLev, Topyias 6 Aeovrlvo^, ovtos

SiarpLipas picv irepl QerToXlav, or* evhaip^oviararoi

Tcjv 'EAAt^v-cuv rjaav, TrXelarov 8e )(^p6vov ^lovs

/cat Trept rov )(^priiiarLapi,6v rovrov yevopievos

,

156 TToXiv S ovSeptav KaraTraylcos ocK'^aas ouSe Trepl

ra KOLva SaTravqdeLS ovb €L(T(f>opdv elaeveyKetv

avayKaadeis, en 8e TTpos rourois ovre yvvaiKa

y7]p.as ovre TrdlSas TTOirjadpLevos, dXX dreXrjs

yevopLevos /cat ravriqs rrjs Xeirovpyias rrjs iv-

SeXexeordrrjs /cat TToXvreXeardrrjs , roaovrov irpo-

Xa^wv TTpos ro ttXcUo KriqaaaQai rcov dXXcov,

157 ;:^tAioys' p-ovovs ararrjpas KareXirre. /cat rot XP^
rrept rrjs ovaias rrjs aAAi^Aoji^ per] rols aiTtcD/xeVoi?

eiKfj TTtarevetv ,
pcrjhe rds epyaaias tcra? vopi^eiv

rds re ra>v ao^iarijjv /cat rds rcov vrroKpircov, dXXd

rovs ev rals avraZs rexvats ovras rrpos aAAT^Aou?

KpLveiv, /cat rovs o/xotav iv eKdarrj Svvapnv

Xa^ovras TrapaTrXr^aiav /cat rr^v ovaiav ^X^''^

158 vopiil,eiv. ^v ovv e^Lac6ar]re p.e rep TrXelarov

e^etpyaapLevcp /cat drjre Trpos eKeZvov, ovd* vpels

TravrdTTaaiv duKeTrrcos elKdt,etv ho^ere Trepi rcov

roLovrcov, ovd* rip-eZs evpedeZpev dv ovre rd Trepl

rrjv TToXiv ovre rd Trepl rjpids avrovs /ca/ccD?

SicpKrjKores, dAA' ott' eXarrovcov ^cbvres cSv etV

" See General Introd. p. xii.

" See Peace 117.
" He lived one hundred and seven years according to

Cicero, De senect. v.

274



ANTIDOSIS, 155-158

Now, generally speaking, you will find that no
one of the so-called sophists has accumulated a great

amount of money, buf that some of them have Uved
in poor, others in moderate circumstances. The
man who in our recollection laid up the most was
Gorgias of Leontini." He spent his time in Thessaly

wITen the Thessahans were the most prosperous ^

people in Hellas ; he lived a long life " and devoted
himself to the making of money ; he had no fixed

domicile in any city and therefore paid out nothing
for public weal nor was he subject to any tax ;

moreover, he did not marry and beget children, but
was free from this, the most unremitting and ex-

pensive of burdens ; and yet, although he had so

great an advantage toward laying up more wealth
than any other man, he left at his death only a

thousand staters.** And surely on the subject of each
other's incomes we must not credit people who make
charges at haphazard nor think that the earnings of

the sophists are equal to those of the actors,? but
should judge men of the same profession mTeference
to each other and go on the principle that those of

the same order of talent in each profession have
incomes which are comparable. If, then, you will

class me with the sophist who has made more money
than any other, and will compare me with him, you
will not seem to engage in utterly blind conjectures
on such matters, nor shall I be found to have managed
badly in providing either for the public welfare or

for my own, although, as a matter of fact, I have
lived on less than I have expended on my public

•^ A gold coin about equal in value to the guinea.
* Popular actors, especially in comedy, received high

pay. See Bcickh, Public Economy of Athens p. 120.
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Tag XetTOvpyias avrjXcoKajxev. Kai tol rov's €v-

rcXearepovs ev rols lSlols t) toIs kocvols ovras

hiKaLov ioTLV eTTaivetv.

159 ^KvOvixovjxai Se fiera^i) Xeycov, ocrov ra rrjg

TToXeoJs fJi€Ta7T€7Tra)K€, Kal TCLs Siarotas' (os ovSev

ofxoLas Trepi rcov TTpayyiaroiv oi vvv rdis rrporepov

nerToXiTevpievoLs exovaiv. ore jxev yap iyo) ndts

-qVy ovrojs ivoixi^ero ro TrXovreXv dcr(f)aXes etvai

Kal aejxvov (Lar oXiyov Setv Trdvres TTpoaeTTOiovvro

TrXeioj KeKrijadai rrjv ovalav rjs exovres ervyxavov,
160 ^ovXofxevoi, p^eracrx^tv ttjs So^tjs ravrrjs- vvv S'

VTrkp rov p.rj TrXovrelv cjOTrep tcjv p,eyiaroiv

dSiKrjpLOLTCov aTToXoyiav See 7TapaaKevd(,ea6ai Kal

aKOTTelv, el p^eXXet, rt? acod-^aeadai . ttoXv yap
Setvorepov Kadearr^Ke to hoKcZv evTropelv tq to

cfjavepcos dSi,K€LV ol p.kv yap 7) avyyva)p,rjs ervxov

^ p,LKpoLs €l,r]p,Lcodr]aav, ol 8' dpSrjv drroXXwraL,

Kal irXeiovs dv evpoLpiev rovs €k tcov ovrcov

iKTTeTTrojKoras rj rovs Si/cryv VTrep rcov dpap-
Tr]p,dTa)v SeSoi/foras'.

161 Kat Tt Set Xeyeiv Trepi tcov kolvcov; avTOs yap
ov p,iKp6v 8t'qp,apTov Sta TavT7]v tt^v p.eTa^oXrjv

Tojv ifjiavTov TTpayjxdTajv. ore yap e7Tap,vv€iv

rjpxdiJi'QV TOis lSlois, d7ToXop,evo)V eu to) TroXepLcp

TO) TTpos AaKeSaijjiovLovs aTrdvTCov tojv virap-

xdvTOiv rjfuv, d(f)' d)v 6 TraTrjp a/xa ttj re TroAet

XpTJo-LfMov avTov TTapelx^v, rjp,d? 6^ ovtojs empLeXdis

eiraihevGev wot e7n(f)aveaTepov elvai /xe totc /cat

yvojpipLWTepov ev rots' T^At/ctcorats" Kal avpnaiSevo-

162 p-evoLs ^ vvv ev toIs avp,TroXLTevop.evoLs—oTe 8

" Contrast the conditions described in Areop. 34 if.
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duties. And surely it is deserving of praise when a

man is more frugal in what he spends on his own
household than in what he pays out for the common
weal.

It occurs to me as I am speaking what a change
has come over Athens ; people nowadays do not look

at things in the same way as those who lived in the city

in former times. For, when I was a boy, wealth was
regarded as a thing so secure as well as admirable

that almost every one affected to ovvti more property

than he actually possessed, because he wanted to

enjoy the standing which it gave." Now, on the

other hand, a man has to be ready to defend himself

against being rich as if it were the worst of crimes,

and to keep on the alert if he is to avoid disaster ;

for it has become far more dangerous to be suspected

of being well off than to be detected in crime ; for

criminals are pardoned or let off ^vith slight penalties,

while the rich are ruined utterly, and it \\'ill be found
that the number of men who have been spoiled of

their property is greater than those who have been
punished for their misdeeds.

But why speak of public affairs ? For I have myself,

in my ovm affairs, suffered not a little from this

change. For when I was beginning to repair niy_^
own fortunes after I had lost in the Peloponnesian
War the patrimony which remained to me from what
my father had spent partly in rendering himself
serviceable to the state and partly in educating me
with such care that I was more conspicuous then and
more distinguished among the youth of my own age
and among my fellow-students than I am now among
my fellow-citizens *—when, as I have said, I began

* See General Introd. p. xi.
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ovv, coaTTep elirov, rjp)(6fJLr]v TrXr^aid^eLV tlolv,

(poixTjv, et 8vvr]6€L-qv TrAeico KT-qaaadaL /cat rrepi-

TTOLTJcracrdai raJv evrt tov avrov ^lov 6pjJLr]advT<vv,

afX(f>6T€pa So^etv, /cat Trepl Tr]v (j)iXoao<f)iav 8ta-

(f>epeiv /cat Kocrp-Lcorepov ^e^icoKevai rcov dXXcov.

163 epiOL 8e rovvavriov a.7TO^€^r}K€v. el puev yap purjr

d^ios pir]8ev6g iyevopirjv p,^re TTepieTroLiqaa.pL'qv

pLTjhev, ovSels dv puoi Trpdyi^tara Trapelx^v, dXXd

(f)avepdjs dStKciJv aa^aAcu? dv ei^cov eveKd ye tcov

avKo^avrcov vvv 8' dvrl ttjs Sd^Ty? "^9 TrpoaeBoKcov

dycoves Trepi p.e /cat kivSvvol /cat (f)d6voL /cat StajSoAat

164 yeyovaaiv. ovrco yap rj ttoXls iv tw Trapovri

)(aip€L Tovs p-ev eTTtet/cei? Tnet^ovaa /cat raTreivovs

TTOiovaa, Tols 8e TTOvrjpois e^ovaiav StSouaa /cat

Xeyeiv /cat Trotetv o ti av ^ovXrjdcbatv, coare

AvaipLa)(os p.€V 6 7Tporjpr]p,€vos ^rjv eK rod gvko-

<j)avTeiv /cat KaKcog del. rtva TTOieiv rcov ttoXitcov

KarrjyopT^crwv 7jp.(ji)v dva^e^rjKCv, eyd) 8' os" ou8e

7T€pl eva TTor i^-qpiaprov, dXXd rGiv pL€v ivddvBe

XripLpidriov dmaxdpirjv, irapd ^evcov 8e /cat vopn-

^ovTCOV €V vdcrx^iv €7Topiadp,rjv rds ax^eXcag, cos

Seivd TTOicov els rriXiKovrovl Kadeari^Ka klvSvvov.

165 /cat TOL 7rpo<77JK€ roils ev ^povovvTas €L';)(eCT0at rols

deoLS CO? TrXeiarois rcov ttoXltcov TrapayeveaOai rrjv

8wa/xtv ravTTjV, 8t' tjv epLeXXov Trap' erepcov Xap.-

Pdvovres ;^pi7crt/xous" avrovs, waTrep iyo), rfj ttoXci

irapi^eiv.

YioXXrjs 8' dAoyia? irepi pie yeyevrjpLevrjs TrdvTcov

dv crvpL^airj heivorarov, el ot p-ev SeScoKores p-oi

XP'QP'O-ra ToaavrrjV exoiev x^P''^> coot* en /cat

166 vvv pie Oepaireveiv, vpLetg 8', elg ovs dvqXa>Ka
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to attach pupils to myself, I thought that if I could

acquire a greater competence and attain a higher

position than others who had started in the same
profession, I should be acclaimed both for the superi-

ority of mv teaching and for the excellence of my
conduct. But the result has been the very opposite ;

for if I had turned out to be worthless and had
excelled in nothing, no one would have made trouble

for me ; " nay, I might have been a flagrant offender

and yet hved secure—from the sycophants, at any
rate. But now, instead of the acclaim which I ex-

pected, I have been rewarded usith trials and perils

and en%-v and calumny. For so much does the

Athens of this day rejoice in repressing and humiliat-

ing honest men, while gi\'ing hcence to the depraved
to sav and do what they please, that Lysimachus, a

man who has elected to live by practising intrigue

and by preying from day to day on his fellow-citizens,

is here in court denouncing me ; while I, who have
never in my life injured any man, who have kept
my hands clean from such spoils, and have pro\ided

my advantages from foreigners who feel that I have
served them well, am charged with grave offences

and placed in very great peril by this trial. And
yet all sensible men would do well to pray the gods
to endow as many of our people as possible with the

power of getting means from abroad in order to make
themselves serviceable to the city, even as I have done.

But, though there are many anomalies in my
situation, it would be the crowning absurdity of all

if, when the men who have paid me money are

so grateful to me that they are still even now
devoted to me, you on whom I have spent my means

• See 8, note.
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TajJiavrov, Siktjv eTrt^UjUTjaatTe Trap' ejMoO Xa^elv.

€TL 8e Seivorepov, el UivSapov fxev rov TTOtrjT-fjV

ol TTpo rjjjicov yeyovores vrrkp evos fJiovov p-^fxaros,

on TTjv TToXtv epetcr/Lia rrjs 'EAAaSo? ojvojxaaev,

ovrciis iTLjjLrjaav ware Kal Trpo^evov TTonjaaadai

Kai Scopeav fxvpias avrco Sovvai, Spaxp-o-s, ipol

8e TToXv TrAetcu Kal kciXXlov iyKCKCofjiLaKori /cat rrjv

ttoXlv Kal Tovs npoyovovs /xr^S' dcr^aAois" eyyevoiro

imPiaJvaL tov eTriXonrov xpovov.
167 Uepl fjiev ovv tovtojv Kal tojv dXXcov rcov Kar-

r]yop7]d€VTa)V iKavrjv etvai vop,it,a> rrjv elpiqpivqv

aTToXoyiav ovk OKvrjaoj 8e vpos vp,ds ovd^ a*? e'x^

VVV TTpOS TGV iv€(TTOJTa KLvSvVOV KareiTTelv TTjV

dX-qdeiaVy ovd' ws to npcJorov hieTedrjV npos avTOV.

eyco yap vrrep puev rcvv lhiu>v ttoXXols eXviSas

168 etxov KaXcos dycovieladai' Kal yap rocs /Se^tco-

fxe.vois Kal Tols TTcnpayixevoLS eTriarevov, Kal

TToXXovg Xoyovs Kal SiKatovs <vpb7]v ex^iv VTrep

avTOJv opa)v S' ov pLovov hvoKoXuis SiaKeiixevovs

TTepL TTjv rcov X6ya)v iraiheiav tovs eldt,ap.evovs

cnraaL ;\;aAe7raiVeiv, aAAct Kal tu)V olT^cdv ttoXltcov

^TToXXovs Tpaxecos irpos avrrjv 8taK€Lp,€vovs, i(f)o-

rJ^n'k ^ovp^Tjv fXT] TO. pev t'Sia piov 7Tapap€Xr]dfi , Trjs Se
^

'
"" KOLvrjs Ti]s TTcpl TOVS cro^iCTTCts' hca^oXijs aTToXavao)

169 Tt <j)Xavpov. €7T€iSrj Be ;^pop'a>v iyyiyvopievcov

elaeireaov els to Xoyi[,ecrdai, Kal OKoirelv tl

" Of Pindar's encomium on Athens there is preserved a
fragment (76 (46)) :

''il Tal \nrapal Kal loaricpavoi Kal aolSifxoi,

EXXdSos ?pei(r/uLa, KXeival 'Adavai, Sai/xdviov WToKLeOpov.

" O splendid, violet-crowned, famed in song, glorious
Athens, bulwark of Hellas, a wondrous city."
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should desire to penalize me. It would be even more
absurd if, whereas Pindar, the poet, was so highly

honoured by our forefathers because of a single line

of his in which he praises Athens as " the bulwark of

Hellas " " that he was made " proxenos " * and given

a present of ten thousand drachmas, I, on the other

hand, who have glorified Athens and our ancestors

with much ampler and nobler encomivmis, should not

even be pri\ileged to end my days in peace.

With regard, then, to this as well as to the other

charges of my accuser, I consider that the defence
which I have made is a sufficient answer. Never-
theless, I am not going to hesitate to confide in you
the truth as to how I now feel about the pending
trial and how I felt about it at the first. I was verj'

confident that for myself personally I could make
out a good case ; for I rehed upon the character

of my life and conduct, and believed that I had
no lack of arguments to justify them. But as I

observed not only the intolerant feeling toward
the teaching of eloquence on the part of those
who are churhsh toward everj-one, but the truculent

attitude towards it on the part of my fellow-citizens

in general, I began to be afraid that the truth
regarding me personally might be overlooked and
that I might suffer some harm from the common
prejudice against the sophists. But as time went
on, and I fell to thinking what I should do in the

* " Friend of the cit\%" an honorary title conferred upon
a foreigner by vote of the General Assembly, making him
a sort of informal representative of Athens in his own
country, and entitling him to special privileges and cour-
tesies in Athens. See Gilbert, Greek Constitutional
Antiquities pp. 181-189.
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Xprjaofiai tols Trapovaiv , iTravadjJi'qv rod heovs

Kal TTJg Tapaxrj? ravrt-jg, ovk dXoyojs, dAA' e/c

170 TOJv eiKOTCDV Xoycaa/JLCVog Kai Trapa/xu^T^cra/xei^o?

ejxavTov tovs re yap emeiKeis v[xa)v, irpos ovs

)J ^ j
7T€p iycb TTOLrj(jop,ai rovs Xoyovg, rj7no-Td[jir]v ovk

/U (

"

ifji/xevovras ralg So^at? rat? dSiKOJS eyyeyevrjixevais,

I L ^aJ dAA' erraKoXovdovvras rals dXyjOeiaLg Kal fxera-

7TewoiJi€Vovs V7TO TCDV AeyovTCov ra oiKaia, rrjv re

(f)LXoao(f)Lav e/c ttoXXwv ev6iJi,Lt,ov iTTtSet^eLv dSiKajg

Sia^e^XrjiJiev'qv , Kal ttoXv dv SLKaiorepcos dya-

TTCofJievrjv avTrjv 'q fxiaovp,evrjv. e^oi Se /cat vvv

€Tl TaVTTjV TTjV yVCOfJLTJV.

171 Ovk d^iov 8e 9avpAl,€LV ei ri rcov KaXcbv iin-

TTjSeviJidTOJV rjyvoTjrai /cat 8iaXeXrj9ev, o?3S' et

hieipevafjievoL nves avrov rvyxdvovai- Kal yap

7T€pl rj[xaJv avTCuv Kal Trepl dXXiov TTpay/xdrcov

dvapLdp,riTCx)v ovrois e^ovTes dv evpedet/jiev. rj yap

ttoXls Tjfjiiov TToXXcov dyadojv atria /cat vvv ovaa

Kal TTporepov yeyevrjpievrj /cat rot? iroXiraLs Kal

Tols d'AAot? "EAAt^o-i, Kat TToXXdJv rjSovcbv ye/xoucra,

172 TOVT ex^i' SvaKoXcorarov 8td yap to pieyedos Kal

TO TrXrjdos rcov ivoiKovvrcov ovk cvgvvotttos iariv

ou8' dKpi^rjg, dXX ojOTrep y^eiiidppovs , ottojs dv

eKaarov viroXa^ovaa rvxj} kolI rdjv dv6pcoirayv

Kal Tcov TTpaypudTOiv, ovroi Kari/^veyKe, Kal So^av

ivLOig TYjv ivavriav rrjs Trpoar^Kovarjs TrepiedriKev

o7T€p Kal rfj 77ai8eta ravrr) avfi^e^r^Kev.

173 "^Qv ivdvpuovpievovs XPl /^^8eros' TrpdypLaros dvev

Xoyov KarayiyvdjaKeiv , /x')78' ofioicog StaKeiadai
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present circumstances, I ceased being fearful and
disturbed on this account, not A^-ithout good reason,

but after having weighed the probabiUties and re-

assured myself. For I knew that the honest men
among you—and it is to those that I shall address

myself—do not remain fixed in opinions which they
have formed unjustly, but are in quest of the truth

and are ready to be con\inced by those who plead

a just cause ; and I believed that I should have
abundant grounds to show that philosophy has been
imjustly slandered, and that it deserves much more
to be held in favour than in contempt ; and I am
still of the same opinion.

However, it is not surprising that liberal pursuits

have sometimes failed of recognition and regard,

nor that some people have been utterly misled

about them. In fact we find that this happens in

regard to ourselves as well as to other things without
number. For our city, which is now and has been
in the past the author of so many blessings both
to our o^vn people and to the other Hellenes, and
which abounds in so many charms, has, nevertheless,

a most serious drawback. For Athens is so large

and the multitude of people li\-ing here is so. great,

that the city does not present to the mind an image
easily grasped or sharply defined, but, like a turbid

flood, whatever it catches up in its course, whether
men or things, in each case it sweeps them along
pell-mell, and in some cases it imbues them vrith. a
reputation which is the opposite of the true ; and
exactly that has been the fortune of this system
of education.

You must bear these things in mind, and not pass

judgement in any trial without the exercise of
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SiKdl,ovTas coCTTrep eV rat? tStat? BiaTpi^als, aAAo,

StaKpi^ovadat rrepl eKacrrov /cat ttjv dX-jdeiav

l,rjr€LV, (xeixv-qixevovs roJv opKcov /cat rcov vojxcov

Kad ovg (JvveXrjXvdare St/caaovTes" eart S' ov Trepl

pLLKpcbv ov9^ 6 Xoyos ovd^ rj Kpiais ev
fj

Kad-
earanev, dXXd Trepl tcov pceyiaTcov ov yap Trepl

ejxov /Lte'AAere puovov rrjv ipr](f)ov hioiaeiv, dAAa /cat

TTepL €TTLTiqoevp,aTos d) TToXXol Twv veojrepajv vpoa-
exovai rov vovv.

174 OtjLtat 8' u/xa? ovk dyvoeZv on Ta Trpdyfiara

TTJs TToXeois Tols eTTLyiyvopLevois Koi tols tolovtols

at TTpea^vrepoL TrapaStSoaat. roiavTTjs ovv del

TTJs TrepioSov yLyvojjievrjs dvayKolov eariv, ottcus

dv OL vecorepoi TraiSevdcocrtv, ovrco rrjv ttoXiv Trpdr-

Tovaav hiareXelv coar ov TToirjreov rovs crvKO(f)dv-

Tas KvpLOVs TTjXiKovTov TTpdyfxaTOs, ovBe rovs jxev

. fiT] SiSovras Tovrois dpyvpiov TLfjLCoprjreov, Trap'

Itj I - ojv 8' dv Xd^codLv eareov TTOielv 6 ri dv ^ovXt]-

17$ dcoaiv, dAA' el p,ev rj (f)iXocro(f)La roiavrrjv e;\;et

ff^^ff Bvvafxiv oiore Bia^Qeipeiv rovs vecorepovs, ov

Tovrov XPV l^ovov /coAd^etv ov dv ypdijsrjrai ris

rovTOiv, dXXd Trdvras eKTTohdjv TToietadai rovs

TTepl TTjv hiarpi^riv ravTr]v dvras' el Se rovvavrlov

TTe<f>VKev war di^eXelv koI ^eXrlovs voieZv rovs

TrXrjaid^ovras Kai TrXeovos d^iovg, tovs fJLev 8ia-

^e^Xrjpievovs Trpos avriqv Travareov, rovs Se avKO-

(f)avTovvrag driixrjTeov, rols 8e veoirepoi's avp.-

^ovXevreov ev ravrrj Starpl^eLV fidXXov 'q rols

dXXois eTTiTTySey/xacrt.

176 Ylpo TToXXcbv 8' dv eTroirjadfjLTjv, eiTrep ^v eifiap-

fjLevov fxOL cf)evy€i,v ttjv ypa<f)riv Tavrrjv, d/coo^ovrt
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reason, nor be as careless when you sit in judgement
as you are in your private occupations, but must
examine thoroughly each point and search for the

truth, mindful of your oaths and of the laws under

which vou have come together to dispense justice.

It is no minor question which is under discussion jJ^ {A

and on trial here, but the most important in the /*^

world. For you are to determine by your votes,

not my fate only, but that of a way of life to which *-^<^-^

many of our youths are devoting their minds.

I suppose that you are not unaware of the fact that

the government of the state is handed on by the

older men to the youth of the coming generation ;
'- /-' —^

and that since the succession goes on ^^ithout end, i^ jH

it follows of necessity that asjisjhe^education oi o^jxQ^,
our youth so from generation to generation aWH^Bc j^ -f-^
the fortune of the state. Therefore, you must not / rjLijjp
let the sycophants have control of a thing so mo-
mentous, nor punish those who refuse to pay them
money, while permitting those from whom they have

received it to do whatever they please. But if

philosophy has an influence which tends to corrupt

oirr"youtK, you ought not merely to punish the

occasional offender whom some sycophant hales into

court but to banish all who are engaged in teaching

it. If, however, it has the opposite effect and helps

and improves and makes better men of its devotees,

then you should call a halt on those who load this

study ^^^th abuse ; you should strip the sycophants

of their rewards, and counsel our young men to

occupy themselves \\ith this pursuit above all

others.

I would have given a good deal, assuming that I

was doomed by fate to defend myself against this
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MJj aoL TTpocjTTGaeZv rov Kivhwov ov yap av rjOvfJLOVv,

}/ aAAa fidXXov olos t' av iyevofirjv /cat rov /car-
^l\i' ijyopov dfivvaadaL Kal rij (jiLXoao<^ia ^oiqdfjaai' vvv

Se ^o^ovixai fxr) Std ravri^v virep aXXcov npay-
fidrcov iTTieiKcbs elprjKws, Trepl avrrjs ravrrjs

X^tpov Tv-^oi SiaXexd^ls 'q Trepl Jjv rJTrov jxol

177 OTTOvhaaai TrpoaiJKe. /catrot he^aipur^v dv, ^^PV'
aerai yap TaAi^^e? el Kal fxcopos 6 Xoyos iariv,

rjhrj TeXevrrjaat rov ^iov d^icos eLTTCov t^s" vtto-

deaeojs /cat TreLaas vfids TOLavrrjv voiJiLt,€LV rrjv

<f^Jc/yj '^^^ Xoycov fxeXerriv ota Trep eari, /xaXXov 7] ^rjv

TToXvirXaalcj XP^^^^ icfiopaJv ovrois avrrjv coanep

vvv Trap vpXv (f)epop.evrjv.

178 Tt^S" P'^v ovv €7Ttdvp,Las otS OTt TToXv /caraSee-

arepov epovp-ev opcos 8' ottojs av 8vvwp,aL, Treipa-

cro/xat SteXdetv tt]v re (fivatv avrrjs Kal rrjv bvvap,tv

Tjv ex^i', Kal TTOta rcjv aXXojv rex^djv op-oioeiS-qg

iari, Kal ri rovs avvovras (h(j)eXeL, Kal TTotas ri,vds

7roiovp,eda rjpLels rds VTToax^or^ts' ot/xat yap vp.ds

piadovras rrjv dX-qdecav dp^eivov Kal ^ovXevaeadai

179 Kal Siayvdocreadat, Trepl avrrjs. d^ico 8' vpids, t^v

dpa <j)aLvajpLai Xoyovs hie^icbv ttoXv rcbv eldi-

apbivoiv Xeyeadai Trap* vpXv e^rjXXayp,evovs , /x?)

Svax^patveiv aAA' ex^iv avyyvcLpLrjV, iv6vpLovp.evovs

on, rovs Trepl TTpayp,dra>v dvopboioiv rots a'AAot?

dycovi^op^evovs dvayKalov eari Kal roZs Xoyois

roLOvroLS XPV^^^^ Trepl avrdJv. VTropueivavres ovv

rov rpoTTOv rdJv Xeyop,evcov Kal rrjv Trapprjoiav, Kal

rov XP^^^^ edaavres dvaXcoaai p.e rov 8eSop,€vov

" So Socrates (Plato, Apology 32 d) tones down an
assertion which might otherwise have sounded over-heroic.
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charge, if I could have faced this trial in the fullness

of my vigour ; for in that case I should have felt no

misgiving but should have been better able both

to protect myself from my accuser and to champion
the cause of liberal education. Now, however, I

am afraid that, although I have been enabled by
this education to speak well enough on other themes,

I may find that I have discoursed less ably upon
this subject than upon mattei-s which should have

concerned me less. And yet I would rather lay

down my life this day—for you shall have the truth

even though the words be inept"—after having

spoken adequately upon this theme and persuaded

you to look upon the study of eloquence in its true

light, than Uve many times^my allotted span and
see it continue to fare among you as it now does.

My aspiration, then, is much greater than my
power to do the subject justice ; but yet I shall try

as best I can to explain what is the nature of this^

education, what is its power, what of the other arts

it is akin to, what benefit it is to its devotees, and
what claims I make for it. For I think that when
you know the truth about this you will be in a better

position to dehberate and pronounce judgement
upon it. But I beg of you, if I appear to carry on
the discussion in a manner far removed from that

which is customary here, not to be impatient but
to bear with me,'' remembering that when a man is

defending himself on a charge unHke any other, he
must resort to a kind of pleading which is out of the

ordinary. Be patient, therefore, with the manner
of my discourse and with my frankness of speech

;

permit me to use up the time allotted to my defence ;

* Cf, Plato, Apology 17 b fF.
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TOLS aTToXoyiais, ottojs olv v^cov eKaaTcp 8o/c?J

SiKatov etvai /cat voixLjjiov, ovrco <f>€pere ttjv iprj(f)ov.

180 BovXojxaL 8e Trepl ttjs tojv Xoyojv TraiSeta? (vaTrep

ol yeveaXoyovvres Trpcbrov SieXdelv irpos v/jidg.

oixoXoyeZrai fxev yap ttjv <j)vaLV rjpiiov €K re rod

awp-aros avyKeZadai /cat tt^? ijjvx'^js, avrolv Se

TOVTOLV ovSels earIV oans ovk av cf)'qa€Lev rjye-

fiovLKcorepav 7T€(f)VK€vaL rrjv ijjvx'^v /cat ttXcovos

a^iav rrjs p^^v yap epyov elvai ^ovXevaaadai /cat

TTepl rcJou Ihlwv /cat Trepl rcov kolvcuv, rod Se

aojpiaros V7T7]perfjaai rots vtto rijs ^vx'fjs yvco-

181 adeiaiv. ovrco 8e rovrcov exovriov opojvres rives

rcjv TToXv TTpo rjp.oJv yeyovorcxiv Trepl jxev ra>v

aXXojv TToXXas rexvas avvecrrrjKvlas, Trepl Se ro

awpua /cat rrjv ifjvx'rjv ovbev roiovrov avvreray-

p,evov, evpovres Strra? eVt^eAetas" KareXivov r]pXv,

TTepl puev ra ac6p.ara r'qv Traihorpi^iK-^v, rjs 7]

yvp,vaartKr] p,epos earl, Trepl he ras 4'^X'^^ '^W
^iXoao(f)iav , Trepl rjs eycb [xeXXuj TTOieladat rovs

182 Xoyovs, dvrLarp6(f)ovs /cat avl^vyas /cat a<jiiaiv

avraXs 6p,oXoyovpievas , St' (Lv ot Trpoeartores

avrcov rds re i/jvxds (f)povLp,cx)repas /cat ra aco/xara

XP'^icfipidirepa TrapaaKevat^ovaiv , ov ttoXv Siaarrjaa-

puevoi ras" TratSeta? avr' aXX-qXajv, aAAa Trapa-

TrXfjaiaLS XP^l^^^^^ '<^^^ rat? StSaa/caAtat? /cat rats

yvpLvaalats /cat rat? aAAat? eVt/xeAetats.

183 'ETTetSai' yap Xd^coai ixadrjrds, ol p,ev vratSo-

rpijSat rd ax'Qp^ara rd Trpos rrjv dywviav evpr^p^eva

rovs (l)Oird)vras SiSdaKovatv, ol Se Trept rrjv

(jiiXoao^iav ovreg rds t'Se'a? aTraaa?, ats 6 Aoyo?

184 rvyxdvei p^pcu/xevo?, hie^epxovrat, roZs ixaO-qralg.

epLTreipovs Se rovnov TTOciqaavres /cat Sta/cpt^oi-

288



AXTIDOSIS, 179-184

and then cast your ballots as each of you thinks is

right and in accordance with the law.

In my treatment of the art of discourse,, I desire,

like the genealogists, to start at the beginning." It

is acknowledged that the nature of man is com-
pounded of two parts, the physical and the mental,

and no one would deny that of these two the mind
comes first and is of greater worth ; for it is the

function of the mind to decide both on personal and

on pubUc questions, and of the body to be servant

to the judgements of the mind. Since this is so,

certain of our ancestors, long before our time, seeing

that many ^rts had been devised for other things,

while none had been prescribed for the body and

for the mind, invented and bequeathed to us two

disciplines, physical training for the body, of which

gymnastics is a part, and, for the mind, philosophy,

which I am going to explain. These are twin arts

—parallel and complementary—by which their

masters prepare the mind to become more intelligent

and the bodv to become more serviceable, not

separating sharply the two kinds of education, but

using similar methods of instruction, exercise, and

other forms of discipline.

For when they take their pupils in hand, the physi-

cal trainers instruct their followers in the postures

which have been devised for bodily contests, while

the teachers of philosophy impart all the forms of

discourse in which the mind expresses itself. Then,

when thev have made them familiar and thoroughly

» Literally, I desire first to discuss the art of discourse

after the manner of the genealogists.
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I aavres ev tovtols TrdXcv yvyLvdl^ovaLv avrovs, /cat

3A/^
, TTovelv edit,ovaL, kol avvelpeiv Kad' ev eKaarov

Jt**^ d)V kfiadov dvayKai^ovGiv , Iva ravra ^e^aiorepov

f^ Karaaxcjcrt, /cat roJv Kaipwv iyyvrepw rat? So^'ai?

yevojvrat. tco fiev yap etSeVat TrepiXa^eZv avrovs

ovx olovT iariv iirl yap drravrcov roJv npay-
jxaTCov 8ia(f>€vyovai, rds eTTiarrnxas , ol Se fMaXiara

^ /i^ w- 7TpoaexovT€s tov vovv /cat Swdfievot, decopeXv ro

^1 A avfji^alvov co? ctti to ttoXv TrXeLaraKLS avrcov
' /, ..Tvyxdvovat,.

^^ 185 TovTOV Se TOV Tpoirov eTTt/xeAd/xei^ot /cat Traihevov-

Tes fi^xpi' p-kv TOV yeveadai ^eArt'ou? avTovs avTCOV

Tovs pLadrjTas /cat ^x^cv dp,€Lvov, tovs p^ev ra?

Stap'otas" TOVS Se ra? twv CTCD/xarcov e^et?, dp,(f)6-

TepoL SvvavTai npoayayeiv iK€LVT]v Se ttjv im-
aT'^p.rjv ovheTepoL Tvyxdvovatv exovTCs, 8t' rjs dv

ol p,ev ddXrjTds ovs ^ovXrjdelev, ol Se prjTopas

iKavovs TTOL-qaaiev, dXXd pcepos p^ev dv tl avp.-

7J-/- ^dXoLVTO, TO S' dXov at hvvdp,eLs avTai Trapa-

yiyvovTai tols /cat ttj ^vaei /cat rat? eTrt/xeAetai?

hieveyKovaiv.

186 'O p.ev ovv rvTTOs Ti]s (f)LXoaocf)Las tolovtos tls

iaTiv r)yovp,aL S' vp^ds p,dXXov dv €TL KaTapadelv

TTjV Svvap.LV avTTJs, el Ste'A^ot/xt ret? VTToaxeareis as

TTot.ovp.eda Tipos tovs TrXrjaidl^etv rjpuv ^ovXop,evovs

.

187 Xeyop.ev yap u)S Set tovs pieXXovTas Biolaeiv t] vepl

tovs Xoyovs 17 TTepl to,? Trpd^eis •^ Trepl Tas dXXas

" The distinction usually drawn, in Plato for instance,

between 56^a and iinaTqfx-r), the one " opinion," the other
" knowledge," is not exactly that made by Isocrates. 56^a

is here, not irresponsible opinion, but a working theory
based on practical experience—^judgement or insight in

dealing with the uncertain contingencies of any human
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conversant with these lessons, they set them at

exercises, habituate them to work, and require them
to combine in practice the particular things which

'

they have learned, in order that they may grasp

them more firmly and bring their theories into

closer touch with the occasions for applying them
—I say " theories," for no system of knowledge can

possibly cover these occasions, since in all cases they;

elude our science." Yet those who most apply their

minds to them and are able to discern the conse-

quences which for the most part grow out of them,

will most often meet these occasions in the right way.

Watching over them and training them in this

manner, both the teachers of gymnastic and the

teachers of discourse are able to advance their pupils

to a point where they are better men and where
they are stronger in their thinking or in the use of

their bodies. However, neither class of teachers is

in possession of a science by which they can make
capable athletes or capable orators out of >vhomsoever

they please. They can contribute in some degree

to these results, but these powers are never found

in their perfection save in those who excel by virtue

both of talent and of training. *•

I have given you now some impression of what
philosophy is. But I think that you will get a still

~^

clearer idea of its powers if I tell you what pro- 4-^

fessions I make to those who want to become my
pupils. I say to them that if they are to excel in

oratory or in managing affairs or in any line of work,

situation which presents itself. In this realm, he holds,

there can be no exact science. Cf. 271 ; Against the Sophists
1-3. See General Introd. pp. xxii, xxvii.

^ For Isocrates' view as to the elements which produce
tlie successful orator see General Introd. p. 3txiv.
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ipyaaias Trpwrov [xev Trpos tovto 7Te(j)VK€vaL KaXcos,

TTpos o av 7rporjp7]fievoi rvyxa-vcoaiv , eVeira 77at8ei;-

drjvai /cat Xa^elv rr^v €7TtGr7]p,7]v, t^tls oiv
fj

Trepl

eKaarov, rpirov evrpi^eZs yeveadai koL yvfivacrdrjvaL

Trepl TTjv )(peiav /cat rrjv efiTTeipiav avTCJv e/c tov-

tcjov yap ev dWcrats' rats' ipyaalais reXetovs

yiyveadai /cat ttoXv hia(f)epovTas rojv aXXcov.

188 etvat Se tovtojv TrpoarJKOv eKarepoLg, toXs re

SiSdaKovaL /cat TOt? p,avddvovaLv , Ihiov fiev rols

fi€v elaeveyKaaOai ttjv cf)vacv otav Set, tols 8e

SwaCT^at TraiSeucrai rovs tolovtovs, koivov 8'

dfJi(f)or€pojv TO TTepl rr]v ep^Treipiav yvfxvdatov

Selv yap tovs pikv eTTijjLeXoJs eTnararrjcTai rols

TTaiSevofxevoLg, rovg 8' eyKparcog iixjxelvai rols

TTpoarrarrofievots

.

189 Taura fiev ovv iariv d Kara Traacbv Xeyofiey

rcov rexvcbv el 8e 81^ ti? acfiefxevos ra>v dXXcov

epoiro pie ri rovrojv p.eyiar'qv e;^et Svvap^tv Tipos

TTJV ra)V X6yu)V Traiheiav, arroKptvaipirjv dv on ro

rijs (f)vaeo)s dvvTrep^Xr^rov eari /cat ttoXv Trdvrcov

Sta<^€/3ef rov yap e^ovra rrjv jxev fpvxrjv evpelv

/cat p.a6elv /cat rrovfjaai /cat pivrip.ovevaaL hvva-

fxevrjv, rrjv 8e (f)(x)vr]v /cat rrjv rov arop,aros aa(f)7J-

veiav roiavrrjv a)are p.r) p,6voLS rols Xeyopevoig

dXXd /cat rat? toi/tojv evappioartais avpuireideiv

190 rovs aKovovras, en Se rrjv roXfiav p,rj rrjv dvaiaxw-

rias arjpLelov ytyvop-evrjv, dXXd r-qv piera uco(f)po-

avvTjS ovroi rrapaaKevdl^ovaav rrjV i/^vx'^v djare

pLTjSev rJTTOV dappelv ev 817 iraCTt rot? rroXirais

rovs Xoyovs rroLOvp-evov tj rrpos avrov Siavoovpuevov,

TLS ovK olhev on rvxd)v 6 roLOvros rraiheias /X17
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they must, first of all, have a natural aptitude for

that which they have elected to do ; secondly, they

must submit to training and master the knowledge
of their particular subject, whatever it may be in

each case ; and, finally, they must become versed

and practised in the use and application of their

art ; for only on these conditions can they become
fully competent and pre-eminent in any line of

endeavour. In this process, master and pupil each

has his place ; no one but the pupil can furnish the

necessary capacity ; no one but the master, the

ability to impart knowledge ; while both have a

part in the exercises of practical application : for

the master must painstakingly direct his pupil, and the

latter must rigidly follow the master's instructions.

Now these observations apply to any and all the

arts. If anvone, ignoring the other arts, were to

ask me which of these factors has the greatest power
in the education of an orator I should answer that

natural abijity is paramount and comes before all

else! For given a man with a mind which is capable

of finding out and learning the truth and of working
hard and remembering what it learns, and also -with

a voice and a clarity of utterance which are able to

captivate the audience, not only by what he says,

but by the music of his words, and, finally, with an
assurance " which is not an expression of bravado,

but which, tempered by sobriety, so fortifies the
spirit that he is no less at ease in addressing all his

fellow-citizens than in reflecting to himself—who
does not know that such a man might, without the
advantage of an elaborate education and with only

" Isocrates here mentions qualifications which he himself
lacked, voice and assurance. See Phil. 81 ; Panath. 10.
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TTis aTT7]Kpi,pa)iJi€vr)s, dAAo. rrjg iTnTToXaiou Kal

TTaCTL KOiVTjS, TOLOVTOS CLV etT] pT^TCOp OtO? OVK OlS'

191 el' Tis Tcov 'EiXX-qvcov yeyovev; /cat fxev 817 /ca/cet-

vovs Lap,ev, tovs KaraSeearepav /xev rovrcov rrjv

(f)vai,v exovras, rats 8' efXTTeipiaLs Kal rats eTrt-

/xeAetai? Trpoexovrag, otl ytyvovrat, Kpeirrovs ov

pLOVov avTcov dXXa Kal tcov ev p,€V ttci^vkotwv Xiav
8' avT<ji)v KarrjpieX-qKorwv cjad^ iKarepov re rov-

roiv heivov av Kal Aeyeir /cat TTparreiv TTOi-^aeiev,

api(f)6r€pd re yevopceva irepl rov avrov avvvep-

^Xrjrov av rots dXXois drroreXeaeiev

.

192 Ylepl pLEV ovv rrjs <f)va€a)s Kal rrjs epLTreiplas

ravra yiyvcoaKW vepl 8e rrjs TratSeta? ovk e^oi

roiovrov Xoyov elvelv ovre yap opLoiav ovre irapa-

TrX-qariav ex^i rovrots rrjV Svvapiv. el yap ris

SiaKovaetev drravra rd Trepi rovg Xoyovs Kal 8t-

aKpi^ajdeLT] pidXXov rwv dXXa>v, Xoywv pev ttoit^tt^s'

rvxov av ^^apteCTxe/ao? yevoiro rdjv rroAXcbv, els

oxXov 8e Karaards, rovrov p,ovov diroareprjdeis,

rov roXpidv, ou8' ai^ (f)6ey^aadai Svvt]deLT].

193 Kat pLrjSels oleadco pie irpos p,ev vp,ds avareXXeiv

riqv VTToax^cri'V} eireiSdv 8e SiaXeycopiai TTpos rovs

avvelvai p,OL ^ovXopLevovs , diraaav wtt' epiavra)

TTOieladai rrjv 8vvap.tv (f)evya>v yap ras roiavras

alrias, or rjpx6p.r]v irepl ravrrjv elvai rr]v irpay-

piareiav, Xoyov 8te8ci»/ca ypdipas ev & (f)av'qaop.aL

rols re pieit^ovs TTOtovpevois rds VTroax^creis eVi-

194 ripLcbv Kal rrjv epuavrov yviofxiqv drrocf^atvopevos . a

pL€V ovv Karrjyopd) rcov dXXcov TrapaXeLifjco- Kal

yap eari irXeito rov Kaipov rod Trapovros' d 8'

avros diTocfiaivopiai, 7Teipdaop,ai 8teA^etv vpuv.

dpxopiaL 8' ivdevSe TTodev.
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a superficial and common training, be an orator

such as has never, perhaps, been seen among the

Hellenes ? Again, we know that men who are less

generously endowed by nature but excel in experi-

ence and practice, not only improve upon themselves,

but surpass others who, though highly gifted, have

been too negligent of their talents. It follows, there-

fore, that either one of these factors may produce an

able speaker or an able man of affairs, but both of

them combined in the same person might produce a

man incomparable among his fellows.
.,

'

These, then, are my %iews as to the relative im-

portance of native ability and practice. I cannot,

however, make a like claim for education ; its powers

are not equal nor comparable to theirs. For if one

should take lessons in all the principles of oratory

and master them with the greatest thoroughness, he

might, perhaps, become a more pleasing speaker

than most, but let him stand up before the crowd

and lack one thing only, namely, assurance, and he

would not be able to utter a word.

But let no one of you think that before you I

belittle my pretensions, while when I address those

who desire to become my pupils I claim every

power for my teaching ; for it was to avoid just

such a charge as this that, when I entered upon

my profession, I WTote and published a discourse

in which you will find that I attack those who
make pretensions which are unwarranted, and set

forth my o\\ti ideas. Now I am not going to quote

from it my criticisms of others ; for they are too

long for the present occasion ; but I shall attempt

to repeat to you that part in which I express my
own views. I begin at this point.
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EK TOT KATA SO^lSTfiN

§ 14^18

195 Tavra KOfxiporepcos fxev 7T€(f)paaTaL rwv e/XTrpo-

adev elprjuevcjov, ^ovXerai Se ravra SrjXovv €K€lvols.

o xP'h pLeyiarov vpuv yeviadai rcKix-qpiov rrjs €p,7Js

^^^•c}J> emetKeias'* ov ydp, ore fxev rjv veojrepos, aAa-

^ovevofievos ^atVo/xat /cat fxeydXas ras VTroaxeaeis

7TOiov[Ji€vos, 67761817 ^' a7roA6'Aau/ca rod Trpdyp^arog

Kai TTpea^vrepog yeyova, rrjVLKavra raTTeLvrjv ttolwv

rr]v <^iXoao(f)iav , aAAd roZs avrols Xoyocs XP^~
jxevo^ OLKfJid^ijov Kal 7Tav6fjL€vog avTTJs, /cat dappoJv

/cat KivSvvevojv, /cat npos rovs ^ovXopLivovs TrXr^atd-

t,eiv /cat 77/30? Toys' ;>t6'AAoi^Tas' Trepi fxov ttjv ijjrj(f)Ov

otcretP", ojCTT ovK oih^ orrajs dv tls dXrjdearepog •^

SiKaLOTepog irepl avrrjv imSeLxdeir] yeyev-qpievo^

.

196 Tayra piev ovv e/cetVot? TTpooKeiado) rols Trpore-

pov 7T€pL r]p,a)v €Lp7jpi€vo(,s' OVK dyvooj 8' OTt TOVS

SvaKoXojs 8ta/cet/x6'vous' ovSev ttco tcov elprjpLevcov

LKavov iariv a.7raAAa^at ttjs Siavocas ravrrjs, dXXd
TToXXdJv €TL Seovrat Xoycov /cat TTavroSaTTOJv , el

pieXXovaiv irepav pberaX-qifjeadai, 86^av dvd^ rjs

197 vvv Tvyxdvovatv exovreg. Set St] ftiyS' rjp.ds 77/30-

a776t776ti^ 8t8aCT/covTas" /cat A6'yoP'Tas', e^ Sv, Svolv

Odrepov, rj /xeraaTT^aofxev rds yvcopiag avrcov, rj

TO,? ^Aaa^Ty/Mta? /cat Karriyopias als XP^^"^^'- '^ot^'

r)p,d>v e^eXey^ofxev ifjevSelg ovcras.

Etot 8e 8iTTat. Xeyovai yap ol p,€V d)5 eariv rj

TT€pi rovs (yo<j)Lards Siarpi^rj (f>Xvapia /cat (f)eva-

Kia/xos' ovSejjLia yap evprjrai 77at8eia roiavrr] 8t'

" The earlier compositions are more finished as to rhythm
and musical qualit}\ See Phil, 27.
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[Extract from Against the Sophists 14-18.

See this Vol. pp. 170-175.]

Now this quotation is of a more finished style *

than what has been said before, but its meaning is

the same, and this ought to be taken by you as a

convincing proof of my honesty ; for you see that

I did not brag and make big promises when I was
young only to speak modestly for rny philosophy

now that I have reaped the harvest of my labours

and am an old man, but that, on the contrary, I

speak in the same terms both when I was at the

height of my career and now when I am ready to

retire from it, both when I had no thought of danger
and now when I stand in jeopardy, and both in

addressing those who wanted to become my pupils

and now in addressing those who are to vote upon
my fate. I do not see, therefore, how the sincerity

and honesty of my professions could be more clearly

shown.

Let this quotation, then, add its weight to what
I have said before. I do not, however, delude
myself as to the people who are ill disposed towards
my teaching : nothing of what I have said so far

is enough to disabuse them of this feeling ; and it

will take many arguments of all sorts to convert
them to a different opinion from that which they
now hold. Accordingly I must not leave off expound-
ing and speaking until I shall accomplish one of
two things—until I have persuaded them to change
their views or have proved that the slanders and
charges which they repeat against me are false.

These charges are of two kinds. Some of them
say that the proifession of the sophist is nothing but
sham and chicane, maintaining that no kind of
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Tjs yevoLTO Ti? ai^ rj irepL rovg Aoyou? Seivorepos

rj Trept, ras TTpa^eig (fipovLfjiCjorepos, aAA' ol irpo-

€)(ovT€s €v rovTois Tjj (f)va€L Tcbv ctAAojp' St,a(f)€pov(nv

198 ot 0€ Seivorepovs fJi€V opioXoyovcriv elvat tou? Trept

TTjv fxeXerr^v ravrrjv ovTas, ov p,r]v dAAa 8ia-

(f>d€Lp€adaL /cat yiyveadai ;^etpou?- eireibav yap

Xa^ojai Svvafjiiv, rots dAAoTptot? eTTt^ovXeveiv

,

Q.S ovv ovSev vytes ouS' dXrjOes ovSerepot

TOVTOiv Xeyovai, TToXXag eAvrtSa? €)((x} Tracrt (f>avep6v

199 TTOirja^Lv. rrpajTov 8' evdvjxrjdrjre Trepl tcov (f)Xva-

piav (fyacTKovrcov elvat, ttjv Tratheiav, d)s avrol

Xiav Karacfiavcos XrjpovGL. Siaavpovat [lev yap

avTTjv (Ls ovSev d)(f)eXeLV hvvajjievrjv dAA' aTraTrjv

Kai <^evaKLa[x6v ovaav, a^iovai 8e rovg avvourag

rjfXLV evOvs p-ev TrpoaeXdovras Staf^epett- avrov?

200 avrcjv, oXiyas § T^/xepa? avvSiarpiifjavTa? cro^co-

Tepovs €V Tols Xoyois Kai Kpeirrovs ^atVecr^at

TCOV /cat rat? rfXiKiais Kai rais ipLTreipiais irpo-

exovTOJV, ivtavTOVoe p,6vov Trapap^eivavras prjTopas

drravTas ayadovs elvai, Kai reXeovg Kai p^rjSev

(fiavXoTepovs rovs dpieXetg tcov rroveiv ideXovTcov

^ jLtTjSe Tovs d<f)V€LS TCOV TOLS ^v)(^dg dvdpiKas exovTCov.

201 /cat TavTa TrpoaTaTTOvaiv ovd^ -qpicbv dKrjKooTes

ToiavTas TTOiovpevcov ra? j57roa;^ecrets", ovt ev rat?

d'AAat? TexvoLt-S Kai TratSetat? ovSev ecopaKOTes

TOVTCOV avp^^aivov, dAAa P'oXig p,ev rjplv rd?

€7TtCTTi^/xa? TTapaytyvop^dvag, ovx opoicos S' dAA-?^-

Aot? o Tt dv p,ddcji>p,€v i^€pyal,op,evovs , dXXd Svo

pi€v iq Tpels i^ drravTCOV tcov SiSaaKaXetcov ayco-
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education has ever been discovered which can improve j ,,^^.

a man's ability to speak or his capacity for handling

affairs, and that those who excel in these respects ^'^

owe their superiority to natural gifts ; while others

acknowledge that men who take tliis training are

more able, but complain that they are corrupted and
demoralized by it, alleging that when they gain

the power to do so, they scheme to get other people's

property.

Now there is not a sound or true word in either

complaint, as I am very confident that I can prove

to everv^one. First of all I would have you note, in

the case of those who assert that education is a sham,

that they quite obviously talk rubbish themselves ;

for while they ridicule it as powerless to help us

—

nothing but humbug and chicane—at the same time

they demand that my pupils show improvement
from the moment they come to me ; that when
they have been with me a few days, they must be

abler and wiser in speech than those who have the

advantage over them both in years and in experi- ^MfT^'t
ence ; and that when they have been with me no
more than a year, they must all be good and finished

orators ; nor must the indolent be a whit less

accomplished than the industrious, nor they who are

lacking in ability than those who are blessed with

vigorous minds. These are the requirements they
set up, and yet they have never heard me make
such promises, nor have they ever seen Uke results

in the other arts and disciplines. On the contrary,)

all knowledge yields itself up to us only after great j([T)

effort on our part, and we are by no means all equally !

'

capable of working out in practice what we learn.

Nay, from all our schools only two or three students
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vtaras yiyvoiiivovs , rovs 8' aXXovs i^ avraJv tStcuray

aTTaXXaTTOfxevovs •

202 Kat Tot 7TCOS ovK dcf)povag etvat XPV vojJii^eLV

Tovs ras Sum/xet? Tots' €v rals o/xoAoyoy/xeWis' tcov

rex^ojv OVK ivovaag, ravras aTraLrelv ToXfxaJvras

Trapa ravrrjs rjv ovk elvai <^aai, /cat irXeiovs ras
oj(f>eXeLag d^iovvrag yiyveaQai irapd rrjs dmarov-
fjLevrjs v(f) avraJv r) Trapa tcov aKpc^ws euprjadat

203 8oKOV(jd)v ; ^prj Be rovs vovv €)(ovTas ovk dvco-

fiaXoJS TTOietddai rds Kpiaeis Trepl tcjv o/jloliov

Cr*
f^po.yixa.T(xiv, oyS' d7TohoKipidl,€iv ttjv TratSeiav Trjv

^ ravTOL rals TrXciarais rcov re^vaJv (XTrepya^o/xen^v.

ns yap ovk olSev vjjlwv ttoXXovs rcov vtto rols

ao(f)L<jrais yevofievcov ov cf>€vaKLad€vras ov8' ovrco

204 Siaredevras chs ovroi Xeyovaiv, dXXd rovs fiev

avrd)v LKavovs aywviards aTroreXeadevras , rovs

Se TTatSeuetv irepovs hvviqdevras, oaoi S' avrcjv

ihuoreveiv i^ovX-qdrjoav , eV re rais o/xtAtats' ;)(apie-

arepovs ovras t) irporepov rjaav, rcov re Xoycov

Kpiras Kai avjx^ovXovs aKpi^earepovs tcov rrXei-

arcov yeyevTqpLevovs; coare ircos XPV "^V^ roiavrrjs

8i,arpi^rjs Kara(f>poveLv, rrjs rovs Key^prjpievovs avrfj

roiovrovs TTapaaKevdt,eLv hvvajxevrjs

;

205 AAAct piTiv Kai robe Trdvres dv op^oXoyrjaaiev,

ori, rovrovs re^vi-Kcordrovs etvat vo/XL^ofiev em
TTaacov rwv re)(yd)v Kai ^eipovpyicbv, ol rtves dv

rovs piaOr^rds co? otovd^ opuoiordrovs epyaras

dXXi^Xois dTToSeL^couL. rfj rolvvv (f>iXoao(f)La (f>avq-

206 Gerat Kai rovro crvp^^e^TjKos. daoi yap 7jyep.ovos

ervxov dX-qdivov kol vovv exovros, evpedeiev dv

iv roZs Xoyois ovrcos op-oiav rr)v Svvapnv exovres

ware irdaiv elvai (f)avepov on rrjs avrT]s vatSeias
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turn out to be real champions," the rest retiring

from their studies into private life.**

And yet how can we fail to deny inteUigence to

those who have the effrontery' to demand powers

which are not found in the recognized arts of this

which they declare is not an art and who expect

greater advantages to come from an art in which

they do not believe than from arts which they regard

as thoroughly perfected ? Men of intelligence ought

not to form contrary- judgements about similar things*

nor refuse to recognize a discipUne which accom-

plishes the same results as most of the arts. For
who among vou does not know that most of those

who have sat under the sophists have not been
duped nor affected as these men claim, but that some
of them have been turned out competent champions
and others able teachers ; while those who have
preferred to hve in private have become more
gracious in their social intercourse <* than before, and
keener judges and more prudent counsellors than

the great majority ? How then is it possible to

scorn a discipline which is able to make of those

who have taken advantage of it men of that kind ?

Furthermore, this also \vi\\ be agreed to by all

men, namely, that in all the arts and crafts we
regard those as the most skilled who turn out pupils

who all work as far as possible in the same manner.
Now IF will be seen that this is the case -with philo- ">

sophy. For all who have been under a true and
intelUgent guide ^rill be found to have a power of C,

speech so similar that it is exident to everyone that ^
" That is, champions in the contests of oratory.
* ^\s distinguished from the professional liife of public

orators and teachers of oratory. Cf. 304.
' Cf. 253; Peacf 11-1. ** See General Introd. p. xxvi.
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fi€rea)(f]Kaai. /cat rot fJirjSevog edovg avrols eyyevo-

fievov Koivov [ji'qSe SiaTpi^rjs r€)(yLKrjs VTTap^darjs

ovK eanv ottcos av ei? ttjv ofxoiorrjra Tavrrjv

Karearrjaav

.

207 "Eti tolvvv v^Jiwv avrcLv ovheis 'iariv oans ovk
av eLTTelv exoi ttoXXovs tcov oru/xTratSeu^eVrcov, ot

TratSes jxev ovreg ajj-aOeaTaroi raJv tjAlkicotcov

cBo^av elvai, Trpea^vrepoL Se yevopLevoi, nXeov
Si-qveyKav Trpog to ^povelv koL Xeyeiv raJv avrcov

TOVTWV J)V TTOiSes 6vT€S d7T€X€i(f)dr]aav. odev

V^W'r^' fxdXiGT^ dv rtg yvoifj rrjv enipuiXetav oa7]v ep^et

SvvafjiLV' SrjXov yap on rore puev diravTCs roiavTats

€)(pcovro rai? Siavoiais olas Trep e^ dp)(fjg erfivaav

€)(OvreSy dvSpeg Se yevopievoi tovtiov Si'qveyKav

/cat fxerr^XXa^av t7]v (fypovqaiv rep rovs /xev e/c-

K€)(vp,€va)s ^rjv /cat padvjjiojg, tovs Se rols re

Trpay/xaai /cat a(j>Laiv avrots 7TpoG€-)(€LV rov vovv.

208 OTTOV Se /cat Sta to.? avriov cTrt/xeAetas" yiyvovrai

riveg ^eXriovs, ttcos ovk dv ovroi Xa^ovres cTTt-

ardrr^v /cat Trpea^vrepov /cat ttoXXoiv TTpaypidTCov

€p,7T€Lpov, /cat TO. jxev TTap€iXr]j)6Ta rd S' avTov

evprjKOTa, ttoXv dv eVi TrXeov /cat a(f)d)v avrcov

/cat Twv dXXoiv St-qveyKav

;

209 Ov ^ovov S' e/c tovtcov dXXa Kal rcjjv Xonrcbv

elKOTOis dv drravTeg rrjv dyvoiav davp^daeiav rcjv

ToXfiiovrcov ovrcos ^^xfj Kara(f)poveLV ttjs (f)iXo-

ao(f)Lag' TrpcoTov p,ev el Trduas rd'S Trpa^et? /cat ra?

T^xvag etSdre? rat? /xeAerat? /cat rat? (j)LXoTrovlais

dXioKoyievas rrpos rrjv t7]s (f>pov'qaeci)s doKiqaiv

210 ravra jjLrjSe/XLav rjyovvraL Svvafjuv e;^eir, eiretr

et TOJV p,€v aoiixdroiv pirjSev ovTCug dv (f)'qcrat€v

etvat, (f)avXov, o tl yvp.vaa6ev /cat Trovrjaav ovk
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they have shared the same training. And yet, had
not a common habit and a common technique of

training been instilled into them, it is inconceivable

that they should have taken on this hkeness.

Again, every one of you could name many of your
schoolfellows who when they were boys seemed to

be the dullest among their companions, but who,
growing older, outstripped them farther in intelli-

gence and in speech than they had lagged behind
them when they were boys. From this fact you can
best judge what training can do ; for it is evident

that when they were young they all possessed such
mental powers as they were born with, but as they
grew to be men, these outstripped the others and
changed places ^vith them in intelligence, because
their companions lived dissolutely and softly, while

they gave heed to their own opportunities and to

their own welfare. But when people succeed in

making progress through their own diligence alone,

how can they fail to improve in a much greater degree
both over themselves and over others if they £ut
themselves under a master who is mature, of great
experience, and learned not only in what has been
handed down to him but in what he has discovered
for himself ?

But there remain still other reasons why everyone
may well be astonished at the ignorance in men who
venture so blindly to condemn philosophy. For, in the
first place, they know that pains and industry give
proficiency in all other activities and arts, yet deny
that they have any such power in the training of
the intellect ; secondly, they admit that no physical
weakness is so hopeless that it cannot be improved
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av etrj fieXriov, ras he i/jvxoi£ rag aifxeivov Tre-

^^J , ^VKvias TOiV (jojfxaLTCov /XTjSev dv vofxit^ovai yeveadai

['-' anovSaiorepas TTaihevdeiaas /cat rvxovaas rrjs

211 TTpoa-qKovarfs eTrt/xeAeias' • ert 8' et Trepl rovs

iTTTTOvs Kal Tovs Kvvas KUL Ta TrXelara ^rcjv t,(x)cov

opcovTCs rex^as exovrds rivas, als rd jxev dv-

Speiorepa rd 8e Trpaorepa rd Se (^povipLOjrepa

^ TTOiovai, 776/31 TTjv Tcbv dvdpCVTTOJV (j)VaiV JJLrjSejJLLaV

OLOVTat ToiavTTjv evprjadat TratSetav, 'q tls dv

avToiis €7Ti Ti Tovrcov (Lv 776/3 Kol Ttt dr]pi,a SvvqOeiT]

212 TTpoayayetv, aAAa ToaavTrjv aTrdvrwv r^fxcov arvx^civ

KareyvcoKacTLV , coct^' ojJioXoyrjaeLav pukv dv rat?

Tjixerepais Stavotai? eKaarov rwv dvrojv ^eXriov

yiyveadai Kal ;^pi7crt/xa>Tepov', avrovg 8' rjpids rovs

exovras Trjv (f)p6vrjaiv ravrrjv,
fj

trdvra nXeovos

d^ta TTOLOvpLCV, roXjxcJaL Xeyeiv a»? ovSev dv

'^213 dXXTqXovs Trpos enteiKeiav evepycTiqaaLpLev . o 8e

TTOVTiov hcLvorarov , ore /ca^' eKaarov tov iviavTov

decopovvres iv rols davfxaai, rovs fxev Xeovrag

TTpaorepov SiaKeifievovs Trpog rovs depaTrevovras

^ rcov dvdpcuTTCov evioi npog rovs ei) iroiovvras,

rdg 8' dpKTOvs KaXivhovpbivas koI TraXaiovaas

214 Koi uiiixovtxevas rds rjuerepag eViCTTT^/xa?, ovS

eK TovTCDV ovvavrai yvojvai ttjv TraioeLav /cat

— ", rrjv €7np.iXeiav do-qv ex^i 8vvap,t,v, ov8 on ravra
^ TToXv dv ddrrov rrjV rjjxeTepav (f)vaLV rj rrjv eKcivivv

(hc/yeX-qaeiev cocrr' dTTopco rrorepov dv tls St/catd-

repov 6avp,daet€ rds irpaonqras rds Tols ;\;aAe776t»-

rdrois rd)v drjptojv eyyiyvop^evas rj ras aypiorrjras

rds €v rals ijjvxcus rdjv tolovtcov dvdpcoTTOiv

ivovaas.

215 "Kxot 8' dv Ti? TrXetoj Trepl rovrojv eiTTeZv oAAa
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by exercise and effort, but they do not believe that

our minds, which are naturally superior to our bodies,

can be made more serviceable through education
and suitable training ; again, they observe that some
people possess the art of training horses and dogs and
most other animals by which they make them more
spirited, gentle or intelligent, as the case may be, yet
they do not think that any education has been dis-

covered for training human nature, such as can im-
prove men in any ofthose respects in whichwe improve
the beasts. Nay, so great is the misfortune which
they impute to us all, that while they would acknow-
ledge that it is by our mental powers that every
creature is improved and made more useful, yet they
have the hardihood to claim that we ourselves, who
are endowed with an intelligence througli which we
render all creatures of greater worth, cannot help
each other to advance in excellence." But most
absurd of all, they T)eTiold in the shows which are

held year after year lions which are more gentle
toward their trainers than some people are toward
their benefactors, and bears which dance about
and \\Testle and imitate our skill, and yet they
are not able to judge even from these instances the
power which education and training have, nor can
they see that human nature ^\ilT respond more
promptly than the animals to the benefits of educa-
tion. In truth, I cannot make up my mind which
should astonish us the more—the gentleness which is

implanted in the fiercest of wild beasts or the brutish-

ness which resides in the souls of such men.
One might say more upon this head, but if I say

« See To Nicocles 12 and note. Vol. I. p. 47.
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yap rjv ttoAAo, Xiav Xeyco Trepl twv Trapa rols

TrXeicrrois opoXoyovpLevcjv , SeSotKa ixr] Trepl rcJov

diJi(f)ia^r}TOVfievcov aTTopelv So^co. Travadpievos ovv

Tovrcov en' eKelvovg rpetfjopbai, rovs ov Kara-

(f>povovvTas p-ev rrj? (j)tXoao(f)Las, ttoXv Se TTtKpo-

repov KaTrjyopovvra? avrfjs, /cat piera^epovras

TO,? TTOVTjplas rds twv ^acr/covTOJt' puev elvac

ao(f)iaTa)v dXXo 8e rt Trparrovrcov inl tovs ovSev
216 rcbv avTOJV eKCtvoLS imTr^SevovTas . iycb S oy;^

VTTep dnavTajv rcjv TrpocFTTOLOvpievojv 8vvaa6ai,

TTaiSeveiv iroLovpiai rovs Xoyovs, dAA' vnep tu>v

hiKaicos rrjv So^av Tavrrjv ixovTOJV. oi/xai Se

(7a(f>cog einhei^eLV rovg Karrjyopovvras rjpicbv ttoXv

rrjs dXrjdelas hirjpapriqKoras , rjv Trep ideX-^crrjTe

Sid TeXovs aKovaai rajv XeyopLCVcov.

217 YlpdJTOV pL€v ovv opiaaadai Set tlvwv opeyopLCVOt

/cat TLvos rvx^tv ^ovXopevoi roXpucoai rives dSiKelv

r]v ydp ravra KaXoJs TrepiXd^ajpev, dpceivov

yvojaeade rds atrtas" rds /ca^' rjpoJv Xeyopevas,

etr' dXrjdel'S elaiv etre ipevSelg. eyd) p.ev ovv

rjSovrjs rj Kephovs r] TLpLrjS eveKa (j>rjpX Travra?

Trdvra ttpdrretv e^o) ydp tovtcov ovSepiiav ein-

218 dvpLiav opo) TOLs dvdpcoTTois iyyiyvopLev-qv. el Sr/

ravd' ovrcos ^X^^> Xoittov ean aKeipaadai tl

TOVTiov dv rjpxv yiyvoiro hia^detpovaL tovs veo}-

repovs-

ndrep' dv rjaOeL-Qpiev opdjvres rj /cat TTVvdavo-

pievot TTOVTjpovs avTovs ovras /cat SoKovvras Tot?

arvpLTToXiTevopLevots ; /cat rt? ovtojs earcv av-

aiadrjTos dans ovk dv dXyqaeie roiavrrjs SLa^oXrjs

219 TTepl avTOV ycyvopLevrjs ; dXXd purjv ovh dv 6av-

paadeipiev ovhe rt/XTy? peydXrjs rvxptp^ev tolovtovs
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tcM) much on questions about which most men are

agreed, I fear you may suspect that I have little to

say on questions which are in dispute. Therefore I

shall leave this subject and turn my attention to a

class of people who do not, to be sure, contemn
philosoghy but condemn it much more bitterly since

they attribute the iniquities of those who profess to

be sophists," but in practice are far different, to

those~whose ways have nothing in common with
them. But I am speaking, not in behalf of all those
who pretend to be able to educate the young, but
in behairof those only^wEo Tiave justly earned this

reputation, and I think that I shall con\-ince you
that my accusers have shot very wide of the truth if

only you are -willing to hear me to the end.
In the first place, then, we must determine what

are the objects which make people venture to do
evil ; for if we define these correctly, you will be
better able to make up your minds whether the
charges which have been made against us are true
or false. Well then, I maintain that evervone does
everything which he does for the sake of pleasure
or gain or honour ; for I observe that no desire
springs up in men save for these objects. If this be
so, it only remains to consider which of these objects
we should attain by corrupting the young.
Do you suppose it would give us pleasure to see

or hear that our pupils were bad and in e\il repute
with their fellow-citizens ? And who is so insensate
that he would not be distressed to have such things
reported about himself? But surely we could not
expect to be admired nor to enjoy great honour for

" That is, teachers of wisdom. He means so-called
sophists, such as teachers of forensic skill, who bring all
sophists into disrepute.
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Tovs avvovras aTTOTreyiTTovres , dAAa ttoXv av
fxaXXov KaTa(f)pov'qd€ifjL€v Kal fjuiar^deLfxev tcjv rat?

ctAAats" TTov7]piais ivoxojv ovroiv. /cat yLrjv ovh*

ei ravTa TraptSoi/xev, XPVH'^'^^ TrXelcrT^ av Xa^oijxev

220 ovrct} TraiSeta? Trpoearcjres. ot/xat yap St^ttou

rovTo ye iravras ytyvcoaKeiv, otl ao(f)iaT7] pnados
KaXXiaros eari Kal fxeyiaros, yjv rajv fxadr]Ta)v

Ti,v€s KaXol Kayadol Kal (f)p6vLpLot yevcDvrai Kal

TTapa roLs TToXirais evSoKipLovvres' oi fiev yap
TOLovToi TToXXous fxeraGx^iv rrjs TraiSeia? els

eTTidvfJiLav KaOidrdaiv, ol he TTOvqpol Kal tovs
TTporepov avveivai hiavoovpievovs aTTorpeTTOvatv.

ware tls av iv rovrois to KpeZrrov ayvorjaeiev

,

ovTOi fieyaXrjv T'qv Sia(f)opav tojv Trpayfidrcov

expvrojv;

221 "Icrai? ovv av tls irpos TavTa ToXjxrjaeiev eiTTelv

a*? TToXXol Tcov dvdpa)7TCOv Sid to,? dKpaatas ovk
epLpLevovcTL TOLS Xoyiapiols, aAA' diieXiqaavTes tov

avjJLcjyepovTOS eirl ra? rjbovds oppiCOGLV. eyd> 8'

opLoXoyoj Kai tcov dXXwv ttoXXovs /cat rail' irpoa-

TTOLovfievcDV elvai ao(f)iaTa)v ^X^^^ Tivds ttjv

222 <f>VGLV TavTTjv, dXX opicos ovSe tcov tolovtcov

ovSels icTTiv ovTcos dKpaTrjs ogtls d.v Se^atro /cat

TOVS pLadrjTas elvat tolovtovs' tcov pLev yap -qSovcov

TCOV Sta T7]V dKpaaiav eKeivois ovpL^aivovacov ovk

dv SvvatTo pieTaax^Zv, ttjs Se S6^i]s ttjs Sta ttjv

TTOvqplav yiyvopLevr^s avTos dv to TrXeloTov pcepos

aTToXavaeiev.

"KneiTa TLvas dv Kal hia^deipaiev, Kal tovs

TTCos SiaKeipievovs Xd^oiev dv p,adr]Tas; d^iov

223 y^P '<^ctt TavTa SueXdeiv. noTepov tovs 'qSt]

KaKO-qdets dvTas /cat TTOvrjpovs; Kal tls av, d
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sending out disciples of that sort ; on the contrary,

we should be much more despised and hated than

those who are charged with other forms of villainy.

And, mark you, even if we could shut our eyes to

these consequences, we could not gain the most
money by directing a training of that character ; for,

I suppose, all men are aware that a sophist reaps his

finest and his largest reward when his pupils prove

to be honourable and intelUgent and highly esteemed
by their fellow-citizens, since pupils of that sort in-

spire many with the desire to enjoy his teaching,

while those who are depraved repel even those who
were formerly minded to join his classes. Who, then,

could be bhnd to the more profitable course, when
there is so vast a difference between the two ?

Perhaps, however, some naight venture to reply

that many men, because of their incontinence, are

not amenable to reason, but neglect their true in-

terests and rush on in the pursuit of pleasure. I

grant you that many men in general and some
who pretend to be sophists are of this nature.

Nevertheless, no one even of their number is so

incontinent as to desire his pupils also to show the

same lack of control ; for he would not be able to

share in the pleasures which they might enjoy as the

result of their incontinence, while he would bring

down upon his own head most of the evil repute

which would result from their depravity.

Again, whom would they corrupt and what manner
of people would they get as pupils ? For this is worth
inquiring into. Would they get those who are already

perverse and vicious ? And who, pray, would make
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TTapa TTj'S avrov (f)vaea)^ intGrarai, ravTa -nap'

irepov fiavddveiv iTTix^ip-qaecev ; d,AAd rovg im-
eiKels Koi ;^/37jCTTCt;v eTTirrjhevfjidTtov imdvfxovvTas

;

dXX ov8 dv els TOJv roiovrojv rots KaKov tl

Xeyovatv t) Trpdrrovai SiaXexOrjvai roXp^j^aeiev.

224 'HSecos 8' dv KdKelvo TrvdoLfx-qv rrapd rdjv ;\;aA€-

7Td)s exovTCOV TTpos rjpids, nva ttotc yvcop^rjv e^ovaL

776/31 TOJV CK St/CeAia? Kol TOV TloVTOV Kol TOJV

dXXcov TOTTCov Sevpo TrXeovTcov, iva TraiSevdcocrt.

TTorepov avTovs otovraL a7Tavit,ovTas eKel TTOvrjpciJv

dvdpcoTTCov ivddSe TTOLeladai rrjv iropeiav; dXXd
TTavraxov ttoXXtjv d^doviav evpoi ris dv tcov

avfiTTOvr^pevccrdat, /cat avve^afxaprdveiv ^ovXofxevcov.

225 dAA Lva KaKoirpaypiOveg /cat avKO(f)dvTaL yevcovrai,

TToXXd ;^p')^/xaTa reXeaavreg ; dXXd Trpcorov puev ol

ravrrjv exovres rrjv yva)p,r]v ttoXv dv rjSiov rd rcbv

dXXojv Xd^oiev t] SoZev irepois ortovv tojv a(j>erepojv

avTcov eVt Se rtves dv virep TTovqpias dpyvpiov

dvaXojaaiev, i^ov avrois [Jir^Sev SaTTavqdelaiv elvat

roLOvrois, OTTorav ^ovXrjddJatv ; ov yap jxadeLV

dAA' e7ri;)^et/3'>yaat p-ovov Set rot? tolovtols tojv

epycov.

226 'AAAd BijXov on /cat irXeovat /cat p^pT^/iara

StSoaat /cat Trdvra ttolovol vopLi^ovres avroi re

^eXriovs yeviqaeadai koX tovs ivddSe TTatSevovras

TToXv ^povipnorepovs elvai rcov Trapd acfiiaLv avToZs'

e^' ols d^LOV rjv diravras tovs TToXtras ^tAo-

Tt/xetCT^at, /cat Trepl ttoXXov TTOielodai tovs olItlovs

TTJ TToXet TTJs ^o^rjs TavTTjs yevop,€vovs.

227 'AAAd yap ovtoj Tives dyvcop^ovcos exovaiv loar

etSore? koX tovs ^evovs tovs d(f)LKvovp,evovs /cat

TOVS TTpoeaTCOTas ttjs TratSeta? ov8ev /ca/cov ctti-
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an effort to learn from another what his own nature
teaches him ? Would they, then, get those who are

honest and ambitious to lead a useful life ? But no
such person would deign to speak with men who are

evil in their words and in their deeds.

I should like to ask those who disapprove of me
what they think about the students who cross the

sea froni Sicily, from the Pontus, and from other

parts of the world in order to enjoy my instruction.

Do they think that they voyage to Athens because
of the dearth of evil-minded men at home ? But
anywhere on earth anyone can find no lack of men
willing to aid him in depravity and crime. Do they

think, then, that they come here in order to become
intriguers and sycophants, at great expense to them-
selves ? But, in the first place, people of this mind
are much more inclined to lay hold of other people's

property than to part v\ith anything of their own
;

and, in the next place, who would pay out money
to learn depravity, since it is easy to be depraved at

no expense whatever, whenever one is so inclined ?

For there is no need of taking lessons in evil-doing
;

all that a man has to do is to set his hands to it.

No, it is evident that these students cross the sea

and pay out money and go to all manner of trouble

because they think that they themselves will be the

better for it and that the teachers here are much
more intelligent than those in their own countries.

This ought to fill all Athenians with pride and make
them appreciate at their worth those who have given
to the city this reputation.

But, in fact, some of our people are extremely
unreasonable. They know that neither the strangers

who come here nor the men who preside over their
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TTjBevovTas, dAA' dirpayfJiOvccrTdTovs fX€v ovras

Twv ev rfj TToAet /cat TrXeiaTTjv rjav^^^iav dyovras,

TTpoaexovTas 8e top vovv aj)laLV avroZs koI tcls

228 crvvovaias fier^ dXXi^Xajv TTOLOVfievovs, en Se rd

Kad 7]fji€pav evreXeGTara /cat /coCT/xtajrara ^covras,

/cat TOJt' Xoyojv iindvixovvras ov rdjv inl rots

tBloLs avix^oXaioLs Xeyofievcov ovSe rcov Xvttovvtcov

TLvds, dXXd rCiV irapd irdaiv dvdpojTTOis evBoKi-

fjiovvTCDv, ofjiios ToXjjiwac ^Xaat^rjfxeLV vrept avriov

/cat Xeyeiv wg ravrrjv Troiovvrai rrjv fxeXerrjv, iv^

229 iv Tot? dydJOTi rrapd ro Si/catov TrAeoi^e/crtDcrt. /cat

Tot TLves dv dhiKiav /cat /ca/ctaj/ doKovvT^s aco(f)po-

vecrrepov rdiv dXXcov ^rjv ideXijaaiev ; rivas 8e

TTCOTTod ewpaKaoLV ol ravra XiyovTes dva^aXXo-

fxevovs /cat drjaavpi^oixevovs rds TTOvrjpcas, aAA'

ovK evdvs rfj (j>v(j€i rfj Tiapovcrp )(pa}p,€vovs

;

230 Xcopis' Se rovTCov, etVep rj vrept tovs Xoyovs Sei-

voT-qs TTOtet Tots- aAAorptots' eiri^ovXeveiv , TrpoafJKev

diravras rovs Svvafievovs etVetv TToXvTrpdyfxovas

/cat (jvKO(f>dvTas elvaf to ydp aiTiov iv diraai

231 TawTO TT€(f)VK€v ivepydi^cadat. vvv S' evp-qarere

/cat rcSv ep" to) irapovTi TToXirevo/xevcov /cat tcDv

vewcrrt TereXevTrjKOTOJV rovs TrXeiarrjv eVt/xeAetai^

Tcui^ AdyofV TTOiov/JLCvovs ^eXriarovs ovras rdbv im
ro ^rjjjia rrapLovrcov, en Se rojv 77aAata;v rovs

dpiarovs pijropas /cat fieytarrjv So^av Xa^ovras

TrXeiarcjJv dyadcov alriovs rfj TToXei yeyevqixevovs,

dp^afievovs dno HoXcovos.
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education occupy themselves with anything harmful,

but that they are, on the contrary, the most unofficious

and the most peaceable of all who hve in Athens,

ffiving their minds to their omti affairs and confining

their intercourse to each other, and Hving, further-

more, day by day in the greatest simplicity and
decorum, taking their pleasures in discourse—not the

kind of discourse which is employed in petty htiga-

tion nor that which is offensive to anyone, but the
kind which has the approbation of all men. Never-
theless, although they know all this about them,
they do not refrain from traducing them and saying
that they engage in this training in order that they
may defeat the ends of justice in the courts and
win their own advantage. And yet who that
engages in the practice of injustice and of evil-

doing would be willing to hve more continently

than the rest ? Whom have these traducers ever
seen reser%ing and treasuring up their depravities for

future use instead of indulging from the first the
evil instincts present in their nature ?

But, apart from these considerations, if it be true
that cleverness in speech results in plotting against
other people's property, we should expect all able

speakers to be intriguers and sycophants ; for the
same cause produces in even*- instance the same
effect. In fact, however, you will find that among
our public men who are U\ing to-day or who have
but lately passed away those who give most study
to the art of words are the best of the statesmen
who come before you on the rostrum, and, further-

more, that among the ancients it was the greatest
and the most illustrious orators who brought to the
city most of her blessings,
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232 E/cetvos' re yap Trpoardr-qs rov Si^/mou Karaaras
ovTcog ivojJioOerrjae /cat ra npdyfxaTa Stera^e /cat

TTjv ttoXlv KareaKevacrev, oiar eVt /cat rw ayarra-

CT^at rr]V hioiKr^aiv ttjv vtt^ e/cetVou avvra-xdeZaav

ixerd 8e ravra KAeta^eVTy? eK-neacov e/c tt^? TToAea*?

UTTO rail' Tvpdvvcov, Xoyo) Treiaas tovs ^Api(f)LKTVovas

Sai/etffat toji' tou ^eou ;!^p7y/xaTCt»v avrw, rov re

hrj/jLov /caxT^yaye /cat tou? ru/oav't'ous' i^e^aXe /cat

TT^i/ SrjixoKpaTiav eKeivr^v Kariarrjae, rr)v alriav

TOLS "EAATycrt TcDv iieyiarajv dyadwv yevojjiivrjv

233 eVt Se tovtco QejjLiaroKXrjs rjyefiwv ev rep TroAe/xoj

to) Ile/jcrt/ca) yei^d/xep'os', avp.^ovXevaas TOt? 77po-

yop'ot? rjp,cov e/cAiTrett' T171' TrdAtv, (o rtV av otd? t'

eyivero Trelaai fxri ttoXv tw Adyoj Stefey/coii';)

et? TOUT auTcciv Ta 7Tpayp,aTa Trpo-qyayev oior

oAt'yas" r)fji€pas avdaraToi yev6p,€vot ttoXvv )(^p6vov

234 SecrTTOTat rojv I^XXt^vcov Kariarriaav' to Se reXev-

Toiov YlepiKXrjs '<^at hr^fxaycoyos (x)v dyados /cat

p-qTcop dpiGTOs ovTCos eKoap^rjae ttjv ttoXlv /cat

Tots lepois Koi TOLS dvadrjpLaai /cat Tot? ctAAot?

drraaiv, mot €tl /cat vvv tovs elaa<^iKvovp,evovs

els avTTjv vo/xt^etv fir) fxovov dp^eiv d^lav elvat

Tcov 'EiXX-qvcov dXXd /cat tcov dXXcov aTrdvTOJV, /cat

TTpOS TOVTOLS €t? T7]V aKpOTToXlV OVK iXdTTCO p,VpLOJV

235 TaAarTa>v dvqveyKe. /cat tovtcov tcov dvSpcov rcbv

TrjXiKavTa StaTrpa^a/xeVoiv ouSets Xoyojv rjixeXrjaev,

" For Solon and Cleisthenes as authors of Athenian
democracy see Areop. 16.

* For the Amphictyonic Council see Phil. 74, Vol. I.

p. 290, footnote c. The family of the Alcmaeonidae, to

which Cleisthenes belonged, won the favour of this council
by their aid in rebuilding the temple of Apollo which had
been burned in 548 b.c. The story that Cleisthenes and his
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First of all was Solon." For when he was placed

at the head of the people, he gave them laws, set

their affairs in order, and constituted the government
of the city so wisely that even now Athens is well

satisfied A^ith the polity which was organized by him.

Next, Cleisthenes, after he had been driven from
Athens by the tyrants, succeeded by his eloquence

in persuading the Amphictyons to lend him money
from the treasury of Apollo,* and thus restored the

people to power, expelled the tyrants, and established

that democracy to which the world of Hellas owes
its greatest blessings. After him, Themistocles,"

placed at the head of our forces in the Persian War,
counselled our ancestors to abandon the city <* (and

who could have persuaded them to do this but a

man of surpassing eloquence ?), and so advanced
their circumstances that at the price of being home-
less for a few days they became for a long period

of time the masters of the Hellenes. Finally,

Pericles,* because he was both a good leader of the

people and an excellent orator, so adorned the city

with temples, monuments, and other objects of

beauty, that even to-day visitors who come to

Athens think her worthy of ruling not only the

Hellenes, but all the world ; and, more than this, he
stored away in the AcropoUs a sum of not less than
ten thousand talents. And of these men who carried

out such great enterprises not one neglected the

party got funds from the Aniphict>ony is found also in

Demosthenes, Against Meidias 144. But the facts are
confused ; see Beloch, Griechische Geschichte vol. ii. p. 387.

' The commander of the Athenian fleet at the battle of
Salamls.

* See Pamg. 96 ; Arehid. 43,
' See Peace 126.
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aAAa Toaovrcp jxcLaXov tcov aAAcot' Trpocreap^or

avTOis Tov vovv, coare SoAcov fxev rcbv eTTra

ao(j>Lara)v eKX-qdrj /cat ravrrjv ea^^ ttjv eTTCovvyiiav,

rrjv vvv dTLiJia^ofji.€V7]V kol Kptvofxevrjv irap^ vixlv,

IlejOt/cA^S" 8e hvoiv iyevero ixadrjrT]?, ^Ava^ayopov
re rod K.Xal,ojxevLov Kal Adficovos, rov /car'

eKelvov rov "x^povov ^povipLCordrov ho^avrog elvat

236 rcjv TToAircjjv, oiar Ik rivoiv dv ns Vjjuv aa(f)i-

arepov eTTihei^eiev cos ovx o-l Swdfiets at rdJv

Xoycov KaKoirpdypLOvas rovs dvOpconovs ttolovolv ;

oAA' at roLavrrjv (f)vaLV exovres, otav Trep 6 Kar-q-

yopos, TTovTjpoZs oi/xat /cat roZs Aoyot? Kat roZs

TTpayp,aai xp^^l^^voi hiareXovaiv.

237 ^X^ ^^ Sei^at /cat roirovs ev ots e^eariv ISeiv

roLS ^ovXopbevois rovs TToXvupdypiovas kol rovs
rats atTtats" evoxovs ovras as ovroi rols ao(f)icrrals

€7n(f)€povaLV. €v yap rats aaviui rats vtto rcou

apxovrojv eKridep-evaLS dvayKotov iart,v, iv puev

rals VTTO rdJv decrjjioderdJv dp^^oripovs evelvai,

rovs re rrjv ttoXlv aStKovvras Kal rovs avKo-
<j>avrovvras , ev he rals rcov evSe/ca rovs re KaKovp-
yovvras /cat rovs rovrois et^earcoras , ev 8e rals

rdJv rerrapaKovra rovs r ev rots ISiois irpdy-

fiaaiv dSiKovvras Kal rovs firj St/cat'co? eyKaXovv-

238 Ttts" ev at? rovrov jxev Kal rovs rovrov <f>LXovs

" The term " sophists " here is equivalent to " wise men "

{(TOfpoL). The Hst of the " Seven Sages " varied, but Solon
was always included.

* For the relation of Pericles to Anaxagoras see Plutarch,
Pericles. « See Plato, Laches 180 d.

"* When a case was accepted for trial, the appropriate
court fixed a day for the preliminary hearing, and pub-
lished the charge on white tablets set up in the market
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art of discourse ; nay, so much more did they apply

their minds to eloquence than to other things, that

Solon was named one of the seven sophists " and was
given the title which is now dishonoured and on trial

here ; and Pericles studied under two of the sophists,

Anaxagoras of Clazomenae* and Damon,*' the latter in

his day reputed to be the wisest among the Athenians.

Could one, then, show more clearly than by these

examples that the powers of eloquence do not turn

men into e\il-doers ? No, but, on the other hand,

those who are evil from their birth, Uke my accuser,

will, I doubt not, continue to the end indulging

their depra\ity both in words and in deeds.

But I can show you also where you may see, if

you desire, the names of our trouble-makers and
of the men who are really liable to the charges

which these people apply to the sophists. They are

published by law on the tablets which the magistrates

set up : pubUc offenders and sycophants have their

names pubUshed by the Thesmothetae ; malefactors

and their instigators, by the Eleven ; and private

offenders and authors of unjust complaints, by the

Forty.** In these lists you will find the names of

place. See Lipsius, Das attische Recht p. 820. The
" Thesmothetae " (see 38, note) were responsible for bringing
to trial mainly offenders against the state, including syco-

phants. See Lipsius, Das attische Recht pp. 37-t ff. The
" Eleven," besides being a board for the care of prisons and
for the execution of condemned criminals, dealt with
malefactors such as robbers, burglars, pickpockets, kid-
nappers, etc. See Lipsius, Das attische Recht p. 78. " The
Fort}%" four selected by lot from each of the ten tribes,

had jurisdiction over the great mass of private litigation,

involving mainly property rights (torts), themselves settling

without more ado all petty cases involving sums not
exceeding ten drachmas. See Lipsius, Das attische Recht

pp. 81 ff.
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evpoLT av eu TToXXatg iyyeypa^jLyiivovs, e|U,€ 8e /cat

Tovs TTepi Tr]v avT7]v epiOL 8iarpL^r)v ovras oi)S' iv

jjiLa TovTCov ivovras, dAA' ovrco to. irepl rjpLds

avrovs OLOiKovvras axxre p,r]Sev heZadai rojv dycovojv

239 Twv Trap vpuv. /cat rot rovg j-ii^r^ iv rats Trpayp-a-

retats" ravrais bvras pLrir aKoXdarcos il,ajvras p-T^re

TTepi dXXr]v TTpd^Lv p-qhepiav alaxpav yeyevrj-

pevovs TTcos ovK eTTaivelordai npoo'^Kei pdXXov iq

Kpiveaoai,; SrjXov yap ort Toiavra tovs crvvovras

TTaioevopev, old Tiep avrol Tvy^dvopev 6771x17-

bevovres.

240 Ext Toivvv yvcoaeade aa(f>€arepov €K rd)v prjOrj-

aeadai peXXovTcov d)S TToppoj rod SiacftdeipeLV rovs
veojTepovs iapev. el ydp ti tolovtov eTTOLOvp,€v,

OVK dv AvaLp,axos riv 6 Xvirovpevog vrrkp avraJv

ovS dXXos ousels' Td)v Toiovrojv, dXXd rovs Traripas

av ewpdre rcbv avvovTcov rjpiv Kal Tovg olkclovs

dyavaKTOVvrag /cat ypa(f)opevovs Kal hcK-qv t,rj-

241 rovvras Trap iqpdjv Xap^dveLV. vvv S' eKetvoi pev
avvtardat tovs vratSa? tovs avTwv, Kal ;)(/37^/xaTa

StSdacri, Kal )(aipovaLV oiroTav opdjotv avTovs ped^

TjpdJv -qpepevovTas, ol Se avKO(f)dvTai, Sta^aAAouat

/cat TTpdypaTa Trapexovaiv rjplv, Jjv rives dv rjBiov

iSoiev 770AA01)? TWV TToXiTOJV hiacfideLpopevovs Kal

TToviqpovs yiyvopevovs ; taacn ydp a(f)ds avTovs ev

pev Tols TOLovTOLs SvvaoTevovTas , vtto he tcov

KaXdJv KdyaddJv Kal vovv ixdvTwv aTToXXvpevovs

,

242 OTTOTav Xr^^dcbaLV. coad^ ovtol pev aaxfypovovcnv

dvaipeZv i,r]Tovvres dndaas rds Toiavras Siarpi^ds,

iv ats 7]yovvTai ^eXriovs yevopevovs X'^^XeTTCDTepovs

« Cf. Plato, Apology 33 d.
* Cf. Plato, Apology 34 a- b.
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this fellow and his friends recorded many times, but

you \n\\ not find my name nor that of anyone of

my profession published in a single one of them.
On the contrary, you will find that we so order our

own affairs as to stand in no need of your lawsuits.

And yet, when men keep clear of these troubles,

when they hve decently and have had no part in

any disgraceful act, why do you not give them their

due of praise instead of subjecting them to trial ?

For it is evident that the principles which we instil

into our students are such as we practise in our own
lives.

Now you will appreciate even more clearly from
the things which I am going to say that I am far

from being a corrupter of our youth. For if I were
guilty of this, Lysimachus would not be the one
to be incensed in their behalf, nor anyone of his

kind, but you would see the fathers and relatives of

my pupils up in arms, framing writs and seeking to

bring me to justice." But instead of that they bring
their sons to me and are ready to pay me money,
and are rejoiced when they see them spending their

days in my society,* while the sycophants are the
men who speak evil of me and hale me into court.

And who more than these sycophants would like to

see many of our citizens corrupted and depraved,
since they know that when they live among such
characters they v\ield great power," whereas when
they fall into the hands of honourable and intelligent

men, they are doomed to destruction ? Therefore
these men are wise in seeking to do away with all

studies which they consider will make men better,

and so render them more intolerant of the depravities

« Cf. Peace 131.
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€(T€crdai TOLs avra)v TTOviqpiaLs /cat avKO(f)avriais,

Vfjids 8e TTpouiqKeL rdvavria rovrots TTpdrreiv, Kal

ravra voijLlI,€lv elvat KoXkiara rcov eTnrrjbevixaTcov

ots dv TOVTOvs opdre pLoXiara TToXefiovvras.

243 ' AroTTOv 8e Tt Tvyxd-vio TTerrovOajs' elpy^aeTac

yap, el /cat TLveg Xlav evpuerd^oXov elval jxe

(firjGOVcnv. oXcyw jxev yap Trporepov eXeyov d)s

TToXXol Tcov KaXa)v Kayadcjv dvSpaJv SceifjevafMevoL

rrjs (j>t.Xoao(f)Las rpa^vTepov Trpos avrr]v exovai,-

vvv S' ovTws ivapyels V7TeiXr](f>a rovs Xoyovs elvai

Tovs eLp-qp,evovs /cat Traat (f>avepov?, coar ovSeis

dyvoelv fxoL 8o/cet r'r]V Svvap^LV avrrjs, ovSe /cara-

yiyvdocTKeLV rjpLiJov d)S hiat^delpopiev tovs jjLaOrjrds,

ovSe TTevovdevai tolovtov ovSev oiov avrovs oXiyco

244 Trporepov fjTLcopLrjv aAA' et Set raXrjdes enrelv /cat

TO vvv ev rfj hiavoia fioL TrapearrjKos, rjyov/Jiai

Trdvras tovs (f)LXoTL{jicos /xot^ SiaKei/xevovs eTTcdv-

fxrjTLKoJs exovTas tov (j)povelv ev /cat Xeyeiv avrovs

fxev dfieXelv tovtcxjv, tovs p-ev hid padvp,Lav, tovs

he Kara[xep,(f>ojJi,evovs ttjv (f)vaiv ttjv avrdJv, tovs

he St' a'AAa? Tivds 7Tpo(f)daeLs {TTapLTTXrjdels h' etat),

245 Trpos he tovs ttoXXtjv eTTipLeXeiav TTOLOVfievovs /cat

Tvx^^v ^ovXop.evovs cov els einOvp^iav avTol KaO-

eardai, hvoKoXcJS ^X^^^ '^"•^ C^AoruTretv /cat rds

ifjvxds Terapaypievcos hiaKeZaOai /cat TTeiTOvOevai

TTapaTrXrjaLa tols epcoac rtVa yap dv Tt? auTot?

eTTeveyKelv airlav exoi TrpeTTCohearepav ravrr]s;

246 otTti'es' /xa/capt^oucrt /xer /cat ^TjAoucrt rovs /caAcD?

XP'fjofdai Tip Xoycp hvvap,evovs, eTTiTL/xcoaL he rcov

vea>repa>v rols rvx^lv ravrrfs rrjs rip^rjs ^ovXo-

piivoLS. /cat Tots' p^ev deols ovhels eartv oaris ovk

dv ev^airo p^dXiara p,ev avros hvvaaOaL Xeyetv, et
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and intrigues of the sycophants. It is well for you,
however, to take the opposite course and regard
those pursuits as the best to which you see that these

men are most inimical.

But I now find myself in a curious position ; for

I am going to be frank even if some ^^ill say that I

shift my ground too easily. A little while ago I

said that many good men had been misled about
philosophy, and are consequently harshly disposed

toward it. Now, however, I have assumed that the

arguments which I have presented are so plain and
e\-ident to all that no one, it seems to me, can
misapprehend its power or accuse me of corrupting

my disciples or have any such feeling as I imputed
to them a little while ago. Nevertheless, if I am to

speak the truth and say what has now come into my
mind, I am of the opinion that while all those who
are envious of my success covet the ability to think

and speak well, yet they themselves neglect to

cultivate it, some because they are indolent, some
because they discredit their ovvn powers, and some
on other pretexts (and these are legion) ; but when
other men take great pains and show a desire to

attain what they themselves covet, then they grow
irritated, jealous, perturbed in spirit, and are much
in the same state of mind as lovers are. Indeed,
how could one more aptly explain their condition ?

They en\y the good fortune of those who are able

to use words eloquently
; yet they reproach the

youth who aspire to vrin this distinction. There is

no one of them who would not pray the gods to

bestow the power of eloquence upon himself, first

^ fpiXoTifiui fj.01 FAE : ^Xort'/xwj ©.
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oe jXT], Tovs TratSas" Kal roitg OLKeiovs tovs avrov'

247 TOVS Se TTovcp Kal (f)tXoao(f)La tovto KarepydaaaOai
TTeipcofMevovs, o Tvapa TOJv Oecjv avTol ^ovXovrai

Xa^elv, ovSev (f)aai tcov BeovTcov Trparretv, dAA'

evLore fiev cos i^rjTrarrjijLevcov Kal 7T€(f)€vaKia[xevcov

TTpodTTOiovvrat KarayeXdv avrcov, OTTorav Se rv-

-)(U}aL, p,era^aX6vTes cos Trepl irXeoveKTeZv hvva-

248 fxevcov rovs Aoyovs TTOLovvrai. Kal crvfx^ovXots

jjiev, orav KLvhvvos tls KaraXd^rj rrjv TroAtr, rots'

apiara Trepi rcov Trpaypidrcov Xeyovai, tovtols

Xpdovrai, /cat Trparrovaiv 6 ti dv ol tolovtol

TTapatveacoGf rrept 8e rovs epyov TroLovpievovs ottcos

-)(^prjatpiovs avTOVs €V tols Kaipols rots tolovtols

rfj TToXei TTapacrx-qaovaL , ^Xacr(f)rjp,€iv o'iovrai ^(prjvaL.

Kai Qr^^aioLs pL€V Kal tols dXXois ix^pols ttjv

dpLadlav di'etSt^oucrt, tovs 8' e/c Travro? TpoTTOV

t,T]TOVVTas TTjv voGov TavTTjv hia^vy€LV XoiSopovvTCs

SiaTeXovcrLV.

249 "0 S' ov piovov Tapaxrjs crrjpielov eoTLV, aXXd
Kal TTJs rrepl tovs deovs oXiycopias' ttjv pikv yap
Weidw puiav tCov decov vopLi^ovacv elvai, Kal ttjv

TToXtv opcoau Kad^ eKaoTov tov ivtavTov Ovaiav

avTTJ TTOiovpLevTjv, Toiis Se T'qs Svvdpiecos "^S 'Q

deos ex^i pLeTaax^LV ^ovXopcevovs d)s KaKov rrpdy-

250 puaTOS imOvpiOVVTas hia^Oeipeodai (f>aaiv. o he

TrdvTCov hetvoTaTov, oti TrpoKpivaiev piev dv ttjv

\jjvxr]v OTTOvhaiOTepav elvai tov ocopiaTOS, ovtco

" No love was lost between Athens and Thebes, and to

the Athenians the Thebans were proverbial for their stupidity.

Cf. Plutarch, Moralia 995 e : tovs yap Bomtovs ij/xdt oi

'AttikoI Kai iraxfis Kai dvaKTdrjTovs Kal rjXidiovs, /xdXtffra 5id
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of all, and failing that, upon his sons and his ovm
kin ; yet when men strive through work and study
to accomplish for themselves what these people would
like to have as a gift from the gods, they accuse them
of going utterly astray. At one moment they make
believe to mock at them as dupes and victims

;

and then again, for no reason at all, they change
about and denounce them as adepts in grasping
their own advantage. When any danger threatens
the city, they seek counsel from those who can speak
best upon the question at issue and act upon their

advice ; but when men devote their efforts to pre-

paring themselves to serve the state in just such
crises, they think it proper to traduce them. And
they reproach the Thebans and our other enemies
for their ignorance ;

<* yet when men seek by every
means to escape from that malady, they never cease
maligning them.
But as a symiptom, not only of their confusion

of mind, but of their contempt for the gods, they
recognize that Persuasion is one of the gods, and they
observe that the city makes sacrifices to her every
year,^ but when men aspire to share the power which
the goddess possesses, they claim that such aspirants

are being corrupted, as though their desire were for

some e\-il thing. But what is most astonishing of all

is that while they would grant that the mind is

superior to the body, nevertheless, in spite of this

Ttts aSrjipayiai irpoaayopevovaiv. Cy. Pindar, Olym.vi. 148-153;
Cicero, Defato 4 ; Horace, Epist. ii. 1. 241-244.

* Pausanias (i. 22. 3) states that the worship of ITet^u:

(Persuasion) was established in Athens by Theseus, and
speaks of a stt.tue of this goddess as once standing near the
Acropolis. A special seat of honour was assigned to her
priestess in the Theatre. See C.I.A. iii. 3ol.
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Se yiyvojaKovres aTTohe^ovraL ^xaXXov tovs yvfiva-

^o/xeVous" Tcov (f)i,Xoao(f)ovvTa)V . /cat tol ttcos ovk
dXoyov TOVS rod (^avXorepov TTOiovfievovg rrjv eTTL-

jxeXetav eTraivelv ^dXXov tj tovs rod airovhaiorepov

,

/cat raura Trav'TCOV' etSdrcov Sta jxkv eve^lav acofxaros

ovSev TTCOTTore rrjv ttoXiv rcov iXXoylfxajv epyojv

SiaTrpa^ajJLevrjv, Sta 8e (f)p6v'qaLV dvSpos ei58at-

IxoveardTrjV /cat pLeyiarrjv twv 'EAAr^j^t'Scuv rroXecov

yevop.evrjv;

251 IloAi) S' dv TLs ^X^'' '^Xelovs tovtcov ivavTicoaeLS

avvayayelv twv dKpM^ovrcov re p-aXXov rjyd) /cat

Tov Kaipov Tov TvapovTos p.r) cf)povTtt,6vTCov iwel

/cat TaSe Trepl tiov avTcjJv tovtojv eveartv eliTeZv.

<j>€pe yap et rtve? ttoAAo. ;^p7^|UaTa irapd tcov

TTpoyovoiv vapaXa^ovTes rfj jxev TroAet fxrjhev etev

XpT^cnpLOL, TOVS 8e TToXiTas v^piljOiev /cat tovs re

TTalSas /cat rds yvvoLKas al(j)(vvoLev, eariv ogtls

dv tovs aLTLOvs tov ttXovtov jjcefufjaadai, toX-

jXTJaeiev, dXX ovk dv avTovs tovs i^ap,apTdvovTas

252 KoXdt,€LV d^ttrjcrete; rt 8' et tlv€s OTrXopiax^Zv

fiaOovres Trpos fi^v tovs 7ToXep,iovs l-irj xpdiVTO tols

emcTTr^pLais , erravdaraaiv 8e TTOiriaavTes ttoXXovs

TCOV TToXiTOJV Sia(f)d€LpaLev , r) /cat 7tvkt€V€(,v /cat iray-

KpaTi,dl,€tv CO? olovt' dpiara TratSevdevTes rdiv fjuev

dyd)Vcov dfxeXolev, tovs 8' dnavTcovTas TVTTTotev,

TLS OVK dv TOVTOJV TOVS fJi^V SlSaGKaXoVS €7T-

aiveaeie, tovs 8€ KaKoos ;\;pa)/xeVoys' ols epuadov

aTTo/creiVetev;

" Cf. the opening paragraph of the Panegyricus and note,
* The rendering is here doubtful. Literallj^ it is " through

wisdom of a man." Possibly Isocrates has in mind Pericles

and the triumphs of Athens under his administration.

Supporting the rendering " of a man " is Areop. 11.

324



ANTIDOSIS, 250-252

opinion, they look with greater favour upon training

in gymnastics than upon the study of philosophy.*

And yet how unreasonable it is to give higher praise

to those who cultivate the less than to those who
cultivate the greater thing, and that too when every-

one knows it was not through excellence of bodv that

Athens ever accomplished any noteworthy thing, but
that through wisdom of men * she became the most
prosperous and the greatest of Hellenic states.

It would be possible to bring together manv more
contradictions than the above in the views of these

people, but that is a task for those who are younger
than I and who are free from anxiety about the
present occasion. For example, one might put the
following questions on this very subject : Suppose
the case of men Avho, ha\ing inherited large fortunes

from their ancestors, used their wealth, not to

render themselves serviceable to the state, but to

outrage their fellow-citizens and to dishonour their

sons and their wives ; would anyone venture to put
the blame upon the authors of their wealth instead

of demanding that the offenders themselves be
punished ? Again, suppose the case of men who,
ha\ing mastered the art of war, did not use their

skill against the enemy, but rose up and slew
many of their fellow-citizens ; or suppose the case
of men who, ha\ing been trained to perfection in

the art of boxing or of the pancration, kept away
from the games and fell foul of the passers - by ;

would anyone withhold praise from their instructors

instead of putting to death those who turned their

lessons to an evil use ?
"

' The same point is made in Nicocles 3-4. Cf. Aristotle.

Rhet. 1355 b.
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253 OvKovv XPV '^^''
'^^P''

"T^v Xoyayv rrjv avrrjv e^^iv

hidvoiav rjv nep /cat Trepl tcov dXXcov, /cat fxrj Trepl

TOiv ofjioicov rdvavria yiyviLaKew, purjhk rrpos

TOLOVTo TTpdyfia SvafxevaJs (jiaiveadai Sta/cet/xe-

vov^y o TTavTCov rajv evovroiv iv rfj rwv dvdpojTTCJV

(f)vaei TrXelarcov dyadcov atriov eari. tols p-^v

yap aAAot? ols exop-ev, o irep^ TJSr] /cat Trporepov

eiTTOV, ovSev rcjv aAAcDV t^cLcxiV Sta^epo/xet', aAAa
TToAAcuv /cat to) rdx^i /cat rfj pcop.r] /cat rat? aAAat?

254 evTTopiais /caTaSeecrrepot rvyxdvopiev ovres' eyyevo-

p.€vov 8' rjpuv Tov TTeidetv (iAAtjAous' /cat StjAow

TTpos rjp.ds avTOVs Trepl Sv dv ^ovXrjdaJpev, ov

pLOVOV TOV drjpLcoSoJS ^rjv aTTTjXXdyrjpLev, dXXd /cat

(JvveXdovTes TToXets ipKLarap,ev /cat vopovs idep-eda

/cat rexvas €vpop,€V, /cat ax^Sov diravra rd St'

rjpidjv p,€p,rjxaLvr]p4va Xoyos r^plv iariv 6 avyKara-

255 UKCvdaas . ovros ydp Trepl tcov hiKalcov kol tojv

dhiKcov /cat t(x)v KaXojv /cat rcDr alaxptov ivopo-

6€T7](T€V, (Lv pbTj BiaTaxd^VTOJV OVK dv OLOL T 7jpi€V

oLKetv pb€T* d?O^T]Xojv. TOVTCp KOI Tovs /ca/coy?

i^eXeyxopiev /cat tovs dyadovs iyKwp,idl,opLev.

Sto. TOVTOV TOVS t' dvo-^TOvs TTatSeuo/xev /cat tovs

(f)povLp.ovs 8oKip,d^op,ev to ydp Xeyeiv djs Set tov

(f)pov€LV ev p,eyt(JTOv ar^pietov TTOcovpeda, /cat Xoyos

dXrjdrjS Kol v6pLip,os /cat St/catos" ^X^^ dyadrjs /cat

266 TTKJTrjs e"ScoX6v ioTi. pueTa tovtov /cat Trepi tcov

dp,<l)La3rjTrjaip,cov dycovtl^opLeOa /cat Trepi tcov dyvoov-

pievcov OKOTTOVpieda' rat? ydp TriaTecnv, ats tovs

dXXovs XeyovTes TTei9op.ev, rat? ayrat? TavTais

^ovXevopLevoi ;)(paj/Lte^a, /cat prjTopiKovs piev KaXov-
^ 6 -rrep Beiiseler : a irep aiss.

« C/. Paneg. 48.
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We ought, therefore, to think of the art of dis-

course just as we think of the other arts, and not to

form opposite judgements about similar things, nor

show ourselves intolerant toward that power which,

of all the faculties which belong to the nature of

man, is the source of most of our blessings. For in

the other powers which we possess, "as I have already

said on a former occasion," we are in no respect

superior to other living creatures ; nay, we are

inferior to many in swiftness and in strength and
in other resources ; but, because there has been
implanted in us the power to persuade each other

and to make clear to each other whatever we desire,

not only have we escaped the life of wild beasts,

but we have come together and founded cities and
made laws and invented arts ; and, generally speak-

ing, there is no institution devised by man which
the power of speech has not helped us to establish.

For this it is which has laid down laws concerning
things just and unjust, and things honourable and
base ; and if it were not for these ordinances we
should not be able to live with one another. It is

by this also that we confute the bad and extol the

good. Through this we educate the ignorant and
appraise the wise ; for the power to speak well is

taken as the surest index of a sound understanding,

and discourse which is true and lawful and just is

the outward image of a good and faithful soul. With
this facultywe both contend against others on matters
which are open to dispute and seek light for ourselves

on things which are unknown ; for the same argu-

ments which we use in persuading others when we
speak in public, we employ also when we deliberate

in our own thoughts ; and, while we call eloquent
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jxev Tovs iv TO) irXridei, Xeyeiv Svvafievovs, ev^ov-

Xovs 8e vo^it,oyiev olrives av avTol irpos avrovs

257 apiara Trepl tcov TTpaypLarcov SLaXexdcbatv. el Se

Set avXXrj^hrjv Trepl rrjg Swdfiecos ravTrjg elireZv,

ovhkv TCOV (f)poviixtos TTparrojxlvcov evpTJaofxev

dXoycos ytyvofievov , dXXd Kal raJv epycov Kal tcov

hiavoriixdrojv dndprajv rjyepiova Xoyov ovra, Kal

IxdXiara )(^p(jopievovs avrco rovs TrXelarov vovv

exovras.

^Q.v ovSev ivdvfiTjOels Avaifxaxos KarrjyopeZv

eroXfjirjcre rdJv eTndvpiovvTCxJV tolovtov Trpdypiaros,

o roaovTCJV to nXfjOos Kal TrjXiKOVTOJV to jxeyedos

258 dyadcijv oltlov ccttlv. /cat rt Set tovtov ^au/xa^eti^,

OTTov /cat Twv Trept ra? epiSas a7Tovhai,6vTOJv evioi

TLves ofioLOJS ^Xa(T(f)rjiJiovcn Trepl TiJov Xoycov tcov

Koivcijv /cat TCOV xPV^^f^^^ coaTTep ol ^auAoTarot
TCi>v dvOpcoTTCov, ovK dyvoovvTe^ TYjv SvvaixLV avTcbv,

ovS OTL Tdxi-(^T' dv ovTOL Tovs ;;^pcu/ieVoys' ch^e-

Xriaaiev, dAA' eXTTLl,ovTes, tjv tovtovs hia^dXXcoai,

Tovs avTcov evTipiOTepovs TTOLTjaeiv.

259 Ilept ojv SvvTjdelrjv fxev dv tacos SiaXexdyjvai

TToXv TTLKpoTepov "^ '/cctvoi TTepl TjfjLcov, ovSeTepov S'

Oifxac 8eXv, ovd dpioios yiyveadai toZs vtto tov

(fydovov hie(f>dapixevoLS , ovTe ipeyetv tovs pbrjhev

fjLev KaKov Tovg avvovTas epyat,ojxevovs , rjTTOV 8'

eTepcov evepyeTeZv bwajxevovg . ov p.r]v aAAa puKpd

ye fivrjcrdTJcToiJiaL Trepl avTcov, /xaAtcrra fiev otl

/cd/cetvot TTepl rjpicvv, CTret^' ottojs dv u/xet? aacjie-

OTepov elSoTes ttjv Suvapnv avTCov ovtcx) ScaKerjade

" 253-257 are quoted from Nicocles 5-9.
'' The " eristics," Cf. Epist. v. 3 fF. See General Introd.

p. xxi. In this passage, as well as in Epist, v. 3 ff., he may
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those who are able to speak before a crowd, we
regard as sage those who most skilfully debate their

problems in their own minds. And, if there is need
to speak in brief summary of this power, we shall

find that none of the things which are done with

intelligence take place ^vithout the help of speech,

but that in all our actions as well as in all our thoughts

speech is our guide, and is most employed by those

who have the most wisdom."
But without reflecting at all on these truths,

Lysimachus has dared to attack those who aspire to

an accompbshment which is the source of blessings

so many and so great. But why should we be
surprised at him when even among the professors

of disputation * there are some who talk no less

abusively of the art of speaking on general and
useful themes than do the most benighted of men,
not that they are ignorant of its power or of the

advantage which it quickly gives to those who avail

themselves of it, but because they think that by
decrying this art they ^^ill enhance the standing of

their own.
I could, perhaps, say much harsher things of them

than they of me, but I refrain for a double reason.

I want neither to descend to the level of men whom
envy has made bhnd nor to censure men who,
although they do no actual harm to their pupils are
less able to benefit them than are other teachers.

I shall, however, say a few words about them, first

because they also have paid their compliments to

me ; second, in order that you, being better informed
as to their powers, may estimate us justly in relation

be resenting the criticisms of the Aristotelians. See Blass,
Die attlsche Beredsamkeit ii. p. 65.
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260 TTpos eKaGTovg rjixcov coaTrep 81/catov iari, Trpos Se

rovTOLs "va Kai rovro TTonjaco <f)av€p6v, otl Ttepl

Tovs ttoXltikovs Xoyovg rjfielg ovres, ovs eKetvoi

(jiaaiv elvat ^LXa7Te-)(d'iqpLOvas , ttoXv vpaorepoi rvy-

xdvojJiev avrojv ovres' ol p,ev yap del n irepl rjp,oJv

(f)Xavpov Xeyovatv, eyd) 8' ovSev dv eiVoi/xi tolov-

Tov, dAAa Tat? dXrjdeLais xpiqaopiaL Trepl avrcov.

261 'Hyou/xat yap Kal rovs iv tols ipiariKoXs

XoyoLs Svvaarevovrag Kal tovs Trepl rrjv darpo-
Xoyiav Kal rrjv yecopLerpiav Kal rd roiavra roJv

Had-q/jidrajv hiarpi^ovTas ov ^XaTrreiv dAA' dxjieXeZv

TOVS avvovTas, eXdrroj [xev d>v VTna)(vovvTai,

262 TrAet'o* 8' c5v rot? dXXois SoKovatv. ol p.kv yap
TrXelaroi tcjv dvdpcoTTCov VTT€iXri(j)aaiv dhoXeaxlo-v

/cat fxiKpoXoyiav elvat rd roiavra rwv ixadr^fxarajv

ovSev yap avrcov ovr iin rcov lBlcov ovr' iirl rajv

KOLVcov elvai xp'qcnfjLov, dAA' ov8 ev rat? jxveiaLs

ovSeva xpdvov epLfxeveiv raZs rcbv p,ad6vra>v 8id

ro p,7Jre rep ^Ico TrapaKoXovdelv pL-qre rats Trpd^ecnv

irrafivvetv, dAA' e^o) TravrdTracTLV ecvai ra>v dvay-

263 Kai(jt)v. eyd) 8' ovd ovrcos ovre iroppui rovrcov

eyvojKa Trepl avrcov, dAA ol re voixil^ovres firjSev

^^prjCTt/xTjv etrat rrjv TraiSeLav ravrrjv Trpos rds

TTpd^eis opdcos fioi SoKovai ytyvcoaKeiv, ol r

eTTaivovvres avrqv dXr^di] Xeyeiv. 8td rovro 8'

ov)( ofjLoXoyovfjievov avrov avrco rov Xoyov elprjKa,

8toTi Kal ravra rd padrfp-ara rrjv <f>vaiv ov8ev

264 opiolav e)(ei roZs ctAAot? ols 8t8acr/co/i,60a. rd pev

ydp dAAa ror' cot^eXeiv rjixds necfiVKev, drav

Xd^copev avrcov rrjv eTnarr^pr^v , ravra 8e rovs

pev dTTrjKpL^copevovs ovSev dv evepyeriqaeie, ttXtjv

rovs evrevdev t^ijv Trporjprjpevovs, rovs 8e p,avdd-
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to each other ; and, fnrthermore, that I may show
you clearly that we who are occupied with political

discourse and whom they call contentious are more
considerate than they ; for although they are always
saying disparaging things of me, I shall not answer
them in kind but shall confine myself to the simple
truth.

For I believe that the teachers who are skilled in

disputation and those who are occupied with astro-

nomy and geometry and studies of that sort * do
not injure but, on the contrary, benefit their pupils,

not so much as they profess, but more than others

give them credit for. Most men see in such studies

nothing but empty talk and hair-spUtting ; for none
of these disciplines has any useful application either

to private or to public affairs ; nay, they are not
even remembered for any length of time after they
are learned because they do not attend us through life

nor do they lend aid in what we do, but are whoUy
divorced from our necessities. But I am neither of
this opinion nor am I far removed from it ; rather it

seems to me both that those who hold, that this

training is of no use in practical Ufe are right and
that those who speak in praise of it have truth on
their side. If there is a contradiction in this state-

ment, it is because these disciplines are different in

their nature from the other studies which make up
our education ; for the other branches avail us ooij
after we have gained a knowledge of them, whereas
these studies can be of no benefit to us after we
have mastered them unless we have elected to make
our living from this source, and only help us while

" Compare Socrates' views, Xen. Memorabilia iv. 7. 2 ff.
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vovras ovLvrjGi- irepl yap rrjv TrepiTToXoyiav /cat

rrjv aKpt^€Lav rrj? aarpoXoyias /cat yecofxerpias

265 Biarpl^ovTes, /cat SvaKarafxad'^TOLS TrpayjxaaLV

avayKat,6p,evoi rrpoadx^LV rov vovv, eVt Se avv-

edil,6iJ,€V0L Xeyeiv /cat TTOvelv iirl rots Aeyo/LteVot?

Kat SetKvvfjievoLg /cat firj Tr€7TXavT]p,€V'qv €)(€lu ttju

Sidvotav, €v rovTOLS yvpivaadevres /cat Trapo^vvdev-

T€s paov /cat doLTTOV ra anovhaiGrepa /cat TtXeovos

- afta Ta)v TTpayfxaTOJv OLTToSex^adai /cat p,av6dv€Lv

266 Swai^rat. (f)LXoao(f)tav puev ovv ovk ot/xat Seti'

y^ TTpoaayopeveiv ttjv pirjhev ev rep napovrt fi'qTe

TTpos TO Xeyeiv jJ-ijre npos to Trpdrreiv axfieXovcrav

,

yvpivaaiav pbivroL rrjs ^^XV^ '^*^^ TTapa(7K€vrjv

(f)i.Xoao(f)Lag /caAcD rriv SLarpL^rjv rrjv ToiavTrjv,

dvSpLKCorepav fxev rjs ot TratSe? iv rols 8t8a-

^ aKoXeioLS TTOLOvvrat, rd Se TrXelara TrapaTrXiqaiav

267) Kol yap €Keiva>v ol rrepl rrjv ypafxpLartK-qv /cat rrjv

pLOVGLK-qv /cat rrjV aXXr^v TraiheLav SiaTTOvrjdevreg

TTpos P'^v TO ^eXrcov etTretv r) ^ovXevaaadau irepl

rdv TTpayp^drojv ovhepiiav ttco Xapi^dvovcnv inL-

SocTLV, avTol 8 avrdjv evpLadecrrepoL yiyvovTai rrpos

rd jLtei^to /cat avovSacoTepa rcJov piad'qpiarcov.

268 SLarplifjaL piev ovv rrepl rds TratSetas' ravras p^poi^oi^

Tti^a avpL^ovXevaaipu^ dv rots vecorepoLS y p-y] pevroL

TTepuhelv Trjv (f)vatv ttjv avToJv KaracrKeXerevdeXuav

ivl TOVTOLS, /A^8' e^oKelXaaav els rovs Xoyovs

Tovs rdJv TTaXaLcov ao(f>LaTa)v , (hv o p,ev aireipov

TO ttXtjOos e(f)T]<yev etvai rcbv ovriov, E/x7re8o/cA'jys'

Se rerrapa, Kal vetKos /cat (fiiXiav ev avrols, "Icov

8' ov TrXeicj rpiajv, ^AXKpatcov 8e 8vo p.6va.

" See Panath. 26 ; General Introd. p. xxiii.

* A broad term including the study of poetry.
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we are in the process of learning. For while we
are occupied with the subtlety and exactness of

astronomy and geometry and are forced to apply our
minds to difficult problems, and are, in addition, being
habituated to speak and apply ourselves to what is

said and shown to us, and not to let our wits go
wool-gathering, we gain the power, after being
exercised and sharpened on these disciplines, of

grasping and learning more easily and more quickly

those subjects which are of more importance and of

greater value.'' I do not, however, think it proper
to apply the term " philosophy " to a training which
is no help to us in the present either in our speech
or in our actions, but rather I would call it a gym-
nastic of the mind and a preparation for philosophy.

It is, to be sure, a study more advanced than that

which boys in school pursue, but it is for the most
part the same sort of thing ; for they also when they
have laboured through their lessons in grammar,
music,^ and the other branches, are not a whit
advanced in their ability to speak and deliberate

on^fFairs, but they"TTa\%~inrreased^ "their aptitude

for mastering greater and more seriotis^studies. I

wouTdT'tliefefofe7~advise 3^oung Tnen to spenSTsome
time_on these^jdisciplines,'' but not l:o allow their

minds to be dried up by these barren subtleties, nor
to be stranded on the speculations of the ancient

sophists, who maintain, some of them, that the sum
of things is made up of infinite elements ; Em-
pedocles that it is made up of four, ^^•ith strife

and love operating among them ; Ion, of not more
than three ; Alcmaeon, of only two ; Parmenides

' Compare Callicles' similar view about the study of
philosophy in Plato, Gorgias 484 c.
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lLlapfjL€VLS7]s Se /cat MeXcaaos ev, Topyias Be

269 Trai^reAtD? ovSev. -qyovfxai yap ras p-ev TOiavras

TTcpLTToXoytag op^oLas elvai Tat? davpiaroTTodais

,

rals ovhev p,€V co^eAouaat? vtto 8e ra>v dvonjrcov

TTepLaroLTOLs yiyvop,€vats, Selv Se rovs trpovpyov

TL rroLelv ^ovXop,evovs /cat tcDv Xoycjv rovs pua-

raiovs /cat tcjv Trpd^ecov rds pbrjSev irpos rov jStov

(f)€povaas dvaipelv ef ciTracraij/ twv Siarpc^cov.

270 Ilept p,€V ovv tovtcdv aTTOXpT^ P'Ot to vvv etvai

ravr eipTqKevai /cat avp^e^ovXevKevai' Trepi Se

ao(f)Las Kai (jaXoaotfiLas rots p-ev Trepl dXXoiv tlvcjv

dy(x}vit,op-€vot'5 ovK dv dppoaeie Xeyetv Trepl tcov

ouopLaTcov TOVTOJV {eaTL yap dXXorpia irdaais rats

TTpaypLareLais), ipiOL 8' iTTetSrj /cat Kpivop,ai Trepl

rcjv roLOVTCOV /cat rrjv KaXovp.evqv vtto tlvcov

(f}LXo(70(f)iav OVK elvat ^T^/xt, Trpoar^Kei rrjv St/cato)?

dv vopiLl,op€V'r]v opiaai /cat hiqXibaai rrpog vp,ds.

271 aTrXihs Se ttcos rvyxdvco ycyvcJocTKCov Trepl avrcov.

eTTeihri yap ovk eveariv ev rr\ ^vaei rrj rG)V dvdpco-

TTCOV eTnarripi-iqv Xa^elv rjv exovreg dv elSelpbev 6

TL TTpaKreov -q XeKreov earlv, e/c tcDv Xolttcov

ao(f)ovs p,ev vopit^ut rovs rals Sd^at? eTnrvyxdveiv

CO? €771 ro TToXv rov ^eXriarov 8vvap,evovs, (f)LXo-

a6<j>ovs 8e Toys' ev rovrois Siarpl^ovras e^ Sv
rdxi'CTTa Xrjipovrai rrjV roiavrr]v (f>p6v'qaLV.

272 "^A 8' eoTt Toii^ emrrfhevpLaroiV ravrrjv exovra

rrjv Svvap,iv, exoi p-ev etTretv, OKvd) he Xeyeiv ovrco

" The fruitlessness of the speculations of the early philo-

sophers (physicists) is shown, according to Isocrates, in the

utter diversity of their views, for example, regarding the

first principles or primary elements from which the world
was created. At one extreme was Anaxagoras, who held

that the primary elements were infinite in number ; at the

834



ANTIDOSIS, 268-272

and Melissus, of one ; and Gorgias, of none at all.*

For I think that such curiosities of thought are on
a par with jugglers' tricks which, though they do
not profit anyone, yet attract great crowds of the

empty-minded, and I hold that men who want to

do some good in the world must banish utterly from
their interests all vain speculations and all activities

which have no bearing on our lives.

Now I have spoken and ad\'ised you enough on
these studies for the present. It remains to tell

you about "wisdom" and "philosophy."'' It is

true that if one were pleading a case on any other

issue it would be out of place to discuss these words
(for they are foreign to all litigation), but it is

appropriate for me, since I am being tried on such

an issue, and since I hold that what some people
call philosophy is not entitled to that name, to define

and explain to you what philosophy, properly con-

ceived, really is. My view of this question is, as it

happens, very simple. For since it is not in the

nature of man to attain a science by the possession

of which we can know positively what we should do
or what we should say, in the next resort I hold
that man to be wise who is able by his powers of

conjecture to arrive generally at the best course,

and I hold that man to be a philosopher who occupies

himself -with the studies from which he will most
quickly gain that kind of insight."

What the studies are which have this power I can
tell you, although I hesitate to do so ; they are so

other was Gorgias, who in his nihilistic philosophy denied
that there was any such thing as being or entity at all. Cf.
Hel. 3; Xen. Memorabilia i. 1. 14 ff. ; Plato, Sophist 242.

* See General Introd. pp. xxvi ff.

" See 184 and note.
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yap ioTL a<f)68pa /cat TrapdSo^a Kal ttoXv rrjs rcov

dXXiov a(f)€afTa)ra Siavoiag, (hare ^ofiovpiai /jltj

TTjv dpx'^v avrcbv aKovaavreg Oopv^ov Kal ^orjg

dnav epnTX-qarjTe ro hiKactriqpLov . 6p.cos Se koI

7T€p ovro) SiaKeifxevos eTTLX^Lp'^CTa} SiaXexdyjvai

TTcpl avTcov alaxvvojJLai yap et rtcri 86^a> SeSicu?

VTrep yiqpcxis Kal /xiKpov ^iov TrpoStSovat ttjv

273 dXijdeLav. Seo/xat 8' v^ojv (jltj TTpoKarayvcJvai

fiov roiavTTjv fxavtav, (vs dp^ eyco Kivhvvevcov

TTpoetXofji-qv dv Xoyovs elireLv evavTiovs rat? vpie-

Tepais yvcofxaLg, el firj Kal rols TrpoetpT^/xeVoi?

(XKoXovdovs avTovs €v6fiLt,ov elvai,, Kal rds drro-

Sei'^ei? dXy]6€LS Kal aa(j>els (v/JLrjv e^^iv VTrkp avrcov.

274 'Hyovfiat he rotavTr]V fiev Te^vT^v, rjris rots

KaKoJg 7Te(f>VK6aLV dperrfv evepydaaLr' dv Kal

SiKaLoavvrjv, ovre Trporepov ovre vvv ovSefMiav

elvai, Tovs re Tas vnoaxcaeig TTOiovpuevovs Trepl

avrdjv TTporepov direpeZv Kal Travaeadai Xrjpovvras,

275 rrplv evpedijvai riva Tratheiav Toiavrrjv, ov /at)v

dAA' avTous y' avTwv ^eXriovs dv yiyvecrdai Kai

TrXeovos d^iovs, el Trpos re ro Xeyeiv ev ^lAoTt/xo;?

StareOeLeVy Kal rov Treideiv hvvaadai rovs dKovovTas

epaadelev, Kal rrpos rovrois rrjg nXeove^ias

einOviXTqaaLev, jxr) t7]s vtto rdjv dvorircov vojxit,o-

p-evTjs, dXXd Try? c6? dXrjddJs rrjv hvvapnv ravrrjv

276 exovcrrjs. Kal ravd^ d>s ovtcd 7T€(f)VKe, rax^cos

olfiaL hiqXchaeiv.

YipoJTOV jxev yap 6 Xeyeiv -q ypd(f>€tv Trpoaipov-

» Cf. Plato, Apology 38 c.

* Cf. Against the Sophists 21 ; Theognis 429 ff. ; Xen.
Memorabilia i. 2. 19 if. ; Plato, Meno 95 ff.
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contrary to popular belief and so very far removed
from the opinions of the rest of the world, that I am
afraid lest when you first hear them you will fill

the whole court-room with your murmurs and your

cries. Nevertheless, in spite of my misgi\ings, I

shall attempt to tell you about them ; for I blush

at the thought that anyone might suspect me of

betraying the truth to save my old age and the little

of life remaining to me." But, I beg of you, do not,

before you have heard me, judge that I could have
been so mad as to choose deliberately, when my fate

is in your hands, to express to you ideas which are

repugnant to your opinions if I had not believed

that these ideas follow logically on what I have
pre\iously said, and that I could support them with

true and convincing proofs.

I consider that the kind of art which can implant

honesty and justice in depraved natures has never

existed and does not now exist, and that people who
profess that power will grow weary and cease from
their vain pretensions before such an education

is ever found.'' But I do hold that people can
become better and worthier if they conceive an
ambition to speak well,'' if they become possessed of

the desire to be able to persuade their hearers, and,

finally, if they set their hearts on seizing their

advantage—I do not mean " advantage " in the sense

given to that word by the empty-minded, but advan-
tage in the true meaning of that term ;

<* and that

this is so I think I shall presently make clear.

For, in the first place, when anyone elects to speak

' Cf. Against the Sophists 15.
"* Compare his discussion of true advantage in Nicocles 2 ;

Peace 28-35.
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jjuevos Xoyovs a^iovs eiraivov koI rifj,rjg ovk eariv

07TC0S TTonqaerai rag vrrodeaeLS dSiKovs r) fUKpas
r) TTepl rojv ISicov avu^oXaicov, aAAo. {xeydXas koL

KaXds /cat (f)iXavdpa)Trovg /cat 7T€pl rcov koivwv

TTpayi^LGLTajv [xtj yap rotavras (vplaKcov ovSev

277 SiaTTpd^erai roJv Seovrwv. eireira rcov rrpd^ecov

rcov avvretvovaajv Trpos ttjv virodeaLv e/cAe^erat

Tas TTpeTTCoheardras /cat /LtaAtcrra avpi^epovoas'

6 he rds roiavras avve6il,6p.evos deojpelv Kal

So/ctjLta^etv ov [xovov irepl rov ivearcura Xoyov

dXXd /cat Trepl rds dXXas irpd^eis rrjv avrrjv e^et

ravrrjv Svvapbiv, axrd^ d'/xa ro Xiyeiv ev /cat ro

<f)poveZv TTapayev-qaerai rots (f>iXoa6(l>a>s Kal ^tAo-

rlpicos TTpos rovs Xoyovs Sta/cetjueVot?.

278 Kat {JLTjv oi38' o Treldeiv rivds ^ovXopievos d/xe-

Arycret rfjs dperrjs, dXXd rovrcp fidXtara Tvpoue^eL

rov vovv, O7TCJ0S So^av co? eTTieLKeardrrjv Arji/rerat

Trapd rots avfXTToXirevop^evois. res yap ovk otSe

/cat rovs Xoyovs dXiqdearipovs hoKovvras elvai

rovs VTTO rcov ev Sta/cet/xevcui' Xeyo/xevovs r] rovs

VTTO rcov hia^e^Xriyievcov , Kal rds rriareis ix€Zt,ov

Swajxevas rds e/c rov ^iov yeyevrjjjLevas t] rds

VTTO rov Xoyov 7T€7Topiap,€vas ; atad^ oacp dv ris

ippcofxevearepcos eTnOvpLrj rreWeiv rovs dKOvovras,

roaovrcp p,dXXov daK-qaei /caAog Kayadds elvai Kal

Trapd roXs iroXirais evooKtyLetv.

279 Kat fxrjSels vficov oleadco rovs p-^v dXXovs anavras

yt,yvcoaK€LV dar]v e;^et poTrrjV els ro TreLdetv ro rocs

Kpivovaiv dpeoKeiVy rovs 8e rrepl rrjv <pLXoao(f)Lav

ovras p,6vovs dyvoeZv rrjv rijs evvoias SvvajjLLV

" See General Introd. p. xxiv,
* Cf. Aristotle, Rhet. 1356 a : KvpiurdTT) iriaris ro ijOos.
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or write discourses which are worthy of praise and
honour, it is not conceivable that he will support

causes which are unjust or petty or devoted to

private quarrels, and not rather those which are great

and honourable, devoted to the welfare of man and
our common good ; for if he fails to find causes of

this character, he will accomphsh nothing to the

purpose. In the second place, he ^rill select from all

the actions of men which bear upon his subject those

examples which are the most illustrious and the most
edifying ; and, habituating himself to contemplate

and appraise such examples, he will feel their in-

fluence not only in the preparation of a given dis-

course but in all the actions of his life." It follows,

then, that the power to speak well and think right

will reward the man who approaches the art of

discourse with love of wisdom and love of honoiu*.

Furthermore, mark you, the man who wishes to

persuade people will not be neghgent as to the matter
of character ; no, on the contrary, he will apply
himself above all to estabUsh a most honourable
name among his fellow-citizens ; for who does not
know that words carry greater con\iction when spoken
by men ofgood repute than when spoken by men who
live under a cloud, and that the argument which is

made by a man's life is of more weight than that

which is furnished by words ? " Therefore,the stronger

a man's desire to persuade his hearers, the more
zealously wU he strive to be honourable and to have
the esteem of his fellow-citizens.

And let no one of you suppose that while all other

people realize how much the scales of persuasion

incHne in favour of one who has the approval of his

judges, the devotees of philosophy alone are blind
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TToAv yap aKpi^earepov rcvv dXXojv /cat raur' taaai,

280 /cat TTpos TOVTOis on ra jxev et/cora /cat ra r€K[jL-qpia

/cat Trdv to twv Triareiov elSog tovto fiovov d)(f)eX€L

TO fiepo^, icf)^ d) dv avTd)v e/caarov TV')(ri prjdev,

TO 8e SoKelv elvai KaXov KayaOov ov fxovov tov

Xoyov TTLOTOTepov eTTOtrjcrev, dXXd /cat Tas rrpd^eis

TOV TTyj^ TOiavTrjv ho^av e^ovTos evTipLOTepas

KaTeoTiqaev , vrrep ov arrovhaaTeov eoTi Tols €V

c/)povovaL fjidXXov ^ rrepl tcjv dWcov dnavTCov.

281 To Toivvv TTcpl TTjv irXeove^iav, o hva-^epeoTaTov

"qv Tcjv prjdevTCJV el fiev Tig VTToXafjL^dvei tovs

aTTOCTTepovvTas ^ TrapaXoycl^opievovs rj /ca/coy Tt

TTOLOvvTas 7tX€ov€kt€lv, ovk opddJs eyvcDKEv ovScvcs

yap iv diTavTi tco ^lu) fidXXov iXaTTOVVTat Td)v

TOLOVTOjv, ouS' €V TrAeoCTtv aTTopiais elaiv, ot)8'

CTrot'etSicTTOTepov l,d)aLV, ovhi* oXcos ddXtdiTepoL

282 Tvyxdvovaiv ovtcs' xPV ^^ '^^'' ^^^ rrXeov ^X^'-^

Tjyeiadai /cat TrXeoveKTT^aeiv vopLt,^et,v Trapa fiev

Td)V Oecov Tovs evae^eoTaTOVs /cat tovs Trepi ttjv

depaTTciav tyjv eKeivcov eTn/xeAeCTraroi;? ovTas,

Trapd he tojv dvdpajTTOJV tovs dpiOTa Trpos tovtovs

fxed djv dv OLKdiQL /cat TToXiTevoiVTai Sta/cei/xev'ous'

/cat TOVS ^eXTLOTOvg avTov? elvai SoKovvTag.

283 Kat TavTa /cat rat? dXrjdeiacs ovtcos ^X^^> '^^^

avfi(j)epei, tov Tporrov tovtov Xeyeadat vepi avTdJv,

€7T€L vvv y' ovTOJs dveoTpaTTTaL /cat avyKe^VTat,

TToXXd Tdiv /cara Trp> ttoXlv, cocrr' ovSe Tols ovo-

fjiacnv evLOL Tives ert XP^^'^^'' KaTa <f>vaLV, dXXd

<• Cf. 275. » Cf. Peace 34.
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to the power of good \n\\. In fact, they appreciate

this even more thoroughly than others, and they

know, furthermore, that probabilities and proofs and

all forms of persuasion support only the points in a

case to which they are severally applied, whereas an

honourable reputation not only lends greater per-

suasiveness to the words of the man who possesses it,

but adds greater lustre to his deeds, and is, there-

fore, more zealously to be sought after by men of

intelligence than anything else in the world.

I come now to the question of " advantage " <•

—

the most difficult of the points I have raised. If any
one is under the impression that people who rob others

or falsify accounts or do any e\-il thing get the advan-

tage, he is wTong in his thinking ; for none are at

a greater disadvantage throughout their hves than

such men ; none are found in more difficult straits,

none live in greater ignominy ; and, in a word, none
are more miserable than they. No, you ought to

believe rather that those are better off now and ^\i\\

receive the advantage in the future at the hands of

the gods ^ who are the most righteous and the most
faithful in their devotions, and that those receive

the better portion at the hands of men who are the

most conscientious in their dealings with their asso-

ciates, whether in their homes or in pubUc life, and
are themselves esteemed as the noblest among their

fellows.

This is verily the truth, and it is well for us to

adopt this way of speaking on the subject, since, as

things now are, Athens has in many respects been
plunged into such a state of topsy-tur\y and con-

fusion that some of our people no longer use words
in their proper meaning but wrest them from the
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fi€Ta(f)epovaLV ano rajv KaXXiarajv Trpayixdrcov

284 €771 ra ^auAorara twv eTTLTrjSevfjLdrojv . rovg jxev

ye PcoixoXoxevojjidvovs Kal OKajTrretv Kal /xt/xet-

aOai, Svvap,€vovs €V(f)V€ts KoXovai, TTpoaiJKov ttjs

Trpoarjyoplas ravTrjs Tvyxdveiv rovs dpiara -npos

apeTrjv Tre^i;/Coras' * rovs Se rat? KaKorjOeiais Kal

Tats KaKovpyiais ;^/3aj/xeVous', Kal puKpa pikv

Xafi^dvovras TTOvrjpdv Se 86^av KTCVfJi€voi>s, TrXeov-

eKTelv vopiiljOvaLV, dXX ov rovs 6aLa)rdTovs Kal

SiKaiOTdrovs , ot Tvepl rcbv dyadcov dAA' ov^ rcov

285 KaKOJV TrXeoveKTovaL- rovs Se tojv p,ev dvayKaiatv

afJLeXovvTas , ra? Se raJv TraXaicov ao^Larwv reparo-

Xoyias ayancovTas (i)LXo(TO(f)€LV (^aaiv, dXX ov rovs
ra rocavra p.av9dvovras Kal fxeXerojvras i^ cuv

Kai rov lSlov oIkov Kal rd Koivd ra rrjs TrdAecus"

KaXcos SioLKT^aovaiv, ojvnep evcKa Kal Trovrjreov

/cat (j)iXoao(f)r]r€OV Kal Trdvra irpaKreov iariv.

Ai/>' (Lv vfieis TToXvv TJSrj )(povov dneXavvere
rovg vecorepovs, drroSexofJievoL rovs Xoyovs rwv

286 SLa^aXXovrcov rrjv roiavrrjv Traiheiav. Kal ydp
rot, 7Te7TOL7]Kare rovs p-ev em^LKeardrovs avrcbv

iv TToroLS Kal avvovaiais Kal paOvp^tais Kal

TratStar? r7]V rjXiKLav Sidyeiv, dp-eXijcravras rov

ar7TOvSd^€LV ottcos eaovrai ^eXriovs, rovs 8e X^^P^
rrjv (f>vaiv exovras iv roiavrais a/coAaatat? '^pe-

peveiv, iv als rrporepov ouS' dv OLKerrjs irrieiKr^s

287 ouSetj ir6Xp,-qcr€v ol pikv ydp avrcjv irrl rrjs

^KvveaKpovvov i/jvxovctlv otvov, ol 8' iv rols

^ dX\' ov Blass : dfieXriaavTes 0.

° Reminiscent of Thuc. iii. 82 fF. ^ Cf. Areop. 49.
" Cf. Areop. 50.
"^ A famous spring near the Acropolis, first called Callir-
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most honourable associations and apply them to the

basest pursuits." On the one hand, they speak of

men who play the buffoon and have a talent for

mocking and mimicking as "gifted"*"—an appella-

tion which should be reserved for men endowed with
the highest excellence ; while, on the other hand,
they think of men who indulge their depraved and
criminal instincts and who for small gains acquire a

base reputation as " getting the advantage," instead

of applying this term to the most righteous and the

most upright, that is, to men who take advantage
of the good and not the e\i\ things of life. They
characterize men who ignore our practical needs and
delight in the mental jugghng of the ancient sophists

as " students of philosophy," but refuse this name to

whose who pursue and practise those studies w^hich

\vill enable us to govern -s^isely both our o^\'n house-

holds and the commonwealth—which should be the

objects of our toil, of our study, and of our every act.

It is from these pursuits that you have for a long

time now been dri\-ing away our youth," because
you accept the words of those who denounce this kind
of education. Yes, and you have brought it about
that the most promising of our young men are wasting
their youth in drinking-bouts, in parties, in soft

h\ing and childish folly, to the neglect of all efforts

to improve themselves ; while those of grosser nature
are engaged from morning until night in extremes
of dissipation which in former days an honest slave

would have despised. You see some of them chilling

their wine at the " Nine-fountains " **
; others, drink-

rhoe (Fair-flowing). Later, when enclosed and adorned by
PisLstratus, it was called the Fountain of Nine Spouts. See
Thue, j.i. 15 ; Gardner, Ancient Athens p. 18.
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KainqXeioLs ttivovglv, erepoi S' €v roZs aKtpa(f)eioi£

Kv^evovai, ttoXXol S' iv rots rojv avXr^rplhiov

SiSacrKaXeLois hiarpi^ovai.

Kai rovs fxev cttI ravra TrporpeTTOvras ovSels

TTCoTTore Tcov Krjheadai ^acFKovroiv rrjs rjXtKias

ravrris et? u/xa? elarjyayev rjfilv 8e /ca/ca Trap-

exovaiv, ols d^LOv rjv, el Kal piTjSevos dXAov, tovtov
ye X^P''^ ^X^^^> ^'^^ Tovs arvvovras row tolovtcov

iTTiTrjSevjjidTCtJV aTTorpeTTopicv

.

288 OvTO) S' CCTTt Svafjieves dnaaL to tcov avKo^avTchv

yevos, a>aTe rot? jxev XvofxevoLs et/coat Kal Tptd-

KOVTa fxvdjv Tas fieXXovaas Kal tov dXXov olkov

avvavaip-qaeLV ovx ottcos dv eTrnrXri^eiav , dXXd Kal

avyxaipovai rat? dacoTiais avTOJv, tovs 8' ^Ig ttjv

avTOJv TTaiheiav otlovv dvaXiaKovTas Siac^^etpeff^at

(f>aaiv. cbv TLves dv dStKcoTepov exoiev ttjv aiTiav

289 TavTTjv; oItlv€s iv TavTais /xev rat? aKpiaZs 6vt€s

VTTepelSov Tag rjSovds, ev alg ol vXelaTOt, tojv

ttjXlkovtcov /xaAtCTx' avTwv eTTtdvpiovaiv, e^ov 8'

avTOLS padvpLeiv pLiqhkv BaTravcofJievois eiXovTO

TTOveZv XP'^P'^'^^ TeXeaavTcg, aprt 8' e/c Traihajv

e^eXrjXvdoTes eyvcocrav d rroXXol tcov TTpea^VTepcov

290 OVK Luacriv, oti Set tov opdcos Kal TrpenovTajs

TrpoeaTcoTa ttjs r^XiKias /cat KaXrjv dpx^v tov ^lov

TTOLOVpLeVOV aVTOV TTpOTepOV ^ TCOV aVTOV TTOL-q-

aaadai ttjv eTrt/xeAeiav, /cat jxyj CTTrevSetv firjSe

^r)T€LV CTepcxiv dpx^iv TTplv dv Trjs avTOV Siavoias

Xd^jj TOV entaTaT-qaovTa, fi^jh* ovtoj p^aipeiv pLrjSe

" The ransom of slaves captured in war. Isocrates is

probably thinking of some notorious case.
* The mina = 100 drachmas. A drachma was the standard

wage of a day-labourer.

344



ANTIDOSIS, 287-290

ing in taverns ; others, tossing dice in gambling
dens : and many, hanging about the training-schools

of the flute-girls.

And as for those who encourage them in these

things, no one of those who profess to be concerned
for our youth has ever haled them before you for trial,

but instead they persecute me, who, whatever else

I may deserve, do at any rate deserve thanks for

this, that I discourage such habits in my pupils.

But so inimical to all the world is this race of

sycophants that when men pay a ransom " of a hun-
dred and thirty minae * for women who bid fair to

help them make away with the rest of their property
besides, so far from reproaching them, they actually

rejoice in their extravagance ; but when men spend
any amount, however small, upon their education,

they complain that they are being corrupted. Could
any charge be more unjust than this against our
students ? For, while in the prime of \igour, when
most men of their age are most inclined to indulge
their passions, they have disdained a life of pleasure

;

when they might have saved expense and lived

softly, they have elected to pay out monev and
submit to toil ; and, though hardly emerged from
boyhood, they have come to appreciate what most
of their elders do not know, namely, that if one is

to govern his youth rightly and worthily and make
the proper start in life, he must give more heed to

himself than to his possessions, he must not hasten
and seek to rule over others "^ before he has found a
master to direct his own thoughts, and he must not
take as great pleasure or pride in other advantages

' Cf. To Nicocles 29 ; Plato, Gorgias 491.
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/ieya ^povelv errl rots dXXoLS dyadols cos ctti tols

iv Tjj 4'^xf] ^''^ "^V^ TratSeiav eyyiyvofxivoLs . Kai

rot, Tovs TOLOvro) Xoycafxcp Kcxprjfi^vovs ttcos ovk

iiraivelcrdai XPV /^ciAAov rj ipeyeadai, Kal vop.it,eaQaL

^eXriarovs elvai Kat aco(f)pov€ardrovs rcbv rjXiKiu}-

rwv ;

291 ©au/xa^oj 8 ocrot tovs p-^v (fivaei heivovs ovras

eiTTelv evSaLjxovL^ovaLV to? ayadov Kat KaXov irpdy-

ixaros avTOLS av/jL^e^rjkotos, tovs Se tolovtovs

yevecrdai ^ovXofievovs XoiSopovcnv ws olSlkov Kal

KaKov TTaihevpiaTos evidvpiovvTas. Kai tol tL TOiV

(f)va€L KaXcov ovtojv fxeXeTTj KaTepyaadkv alaxpov

q KaKov laTiv ; ovhev yap evpr^aopiev toiovtov,

dAA' €v ye Tols dXXoLs eTraivovpLev tovs Tats

(f)iXo7TovLaLs Tats avTCOv dyaOov rt KTijaaadat

SvvTjdevTas fxdXXov rj tovs rrapd twv npoyovcov

292 irapaXa^ovTas , cIkotcds' avjx<^ipei yap int re tcov

dXXa>v dTrdvTCxiv, Kal ptdXtOT' inl twv Xoyojv, /Jtrj

Tas evTV)(tas dXXd Tas iTTt/jteXeias €vhoKtpi€tv. oi

fiev yap (f)va€t Kal TVXJj ^etvot yevoptevot Xeyetv

ov irpos TO ^eXTtuTov diro^XeTTOvatv, dAA' ottcos

dv Tvxojcriv, ovTio ;^/37^a^at toZs Xoyots etcodaartv

ot Se (f}tXoao(f)ia Kal Xoytaptco ttjv hvvapnv TavTrjv

Xa^ovTCS, ov8ev daKenTCos XeyovTCs, tjttov rrepl

TO.? TTpd^ets nX'qpLpLeXovatv

.

293 "^cr^' (XTracri ptkv ^ovXeadat Trpoa-qKet TroAAoys'

etvat TOVS iK TraiSeta? Setvovs etTretv ytyvojjtevovs,

[jtdXtaTa 8' vpXv Kal yap avTol Trpoex^Te Kal

Sta(f)epeT€ tcov dXXcov ov Tats -nepl tov TToXep-ov

eTTtpLeXeiatSy ouS' oTt /cdAAtcrra TToXtTCveade Kat

ptdXtOTa (f)vXdTTeT€ tovs vop^ovs ovs vp,tv ot
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as in the good things which spring up in the soul

under a hberal education. I ask you, then, when
voung men have governed themselves by these prin-

ciples, ought they not to be praised rather than

censured, ought they not to be recognized as the

best and the most sober-minded among their fellows ?

I marvel at men who felicitate those who are

eloquent by nature on being blessed with a noble

gift, and yet rail at those who wish to become
eloquent, on the ground that they desire an immoral

and debasing education. Pray, what that is noble

bv nature becomes shameful and base when one

attains it by effort ? We shall find that there is no

such thing, but that, on the contrary, we praise,

at least in other fields, those who by their own
devoted toil are able to acquire some good thing

more than we praise those who inherit it from their

ancestors. And rightly so ; for it is well that in all

activities, and most of all in the art of speaking,

credit is won, not by gifts of fortune, but by efforts of

study. For men who have been gifted with eloquence

by nature and by fortune, are governed in what they

say by chance, and not by any standard of what is

best, whereas those who have gained this power by
the study of philosophy and by the exercise of reason

never speak without weighing their words, and so

are less often in error as to a course of action.

Therefore, it behoves all men to want to have
many of their youth engaged in training to become
speakers, and you Athenians most of all. For you,

yourselves, are pre-eminent and superior to the rest

of the world, not in your application to the business

of war, nor because you govern yourselves more ex-

cellently or preserve the laws handed down to you
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TTpoyovoi KareXiTTOv, aAAd tovtols of? irep -q (fjvaLS

Tj Tojv dvdpajTTOJV TOJv aXXcov l^cocov, Kal ro yevos

294 TO Tcbv 'KXX'qvcov tojv ^ap^dpa)v, tco /cat TTpos ttjv

(j)p6vriaiv Kal Trpos Tovg Xoyovs dfxeivov TrenaL-

Bevadat twv dXXcov. waTe ttovtcov dv cru/Xj8ai7^

^eivoTaTOv, et tovs ^ovXofjievovs toZs avTols

TOVTOLs SieveyKelv tcjv rjXLKLCOTWv, ots Trep u/xet?

djrdvTcov, hia<^6eip€adaL ilir](f)laai,(jde, /cat tovs ttj

TzatSeta TavTrj )(pcop,€vovs, rjs vp^els rjyepioves

yeyev-qade, crvp.<f)opa tlvl irepL^aXoiTe.

295 Xpi^ ydp jXTjSe tovto XavdaveLV Vjjids, otl navTiov

Tiov Swafievcov Xeyeiv ^ TratSeyeiv 'q ttoXls rjucbv

8o/cet yeyevrjadai StSacr/caAo?. et/corco?" Kai yap
ddXa fieyidTa Ttdetaav avTiqv opdjai rot? rr^v

SvvajXLV TavTTjV exovGL, /cat yu/xmcrta TrAetCTxa /cat

navTohaTTOJTaTa Trapexovaav tols dyiovil,eaSai irpo-

TjpTjfMevoLs /cat nepl ra rotaura^ yvfxvdl^eadat

296 ^ovXop.€VOis, ert Se tt^v IjXTreLpiav , rj Trep pudXiOTa

TTotet Swacr^at Xeyeiv, evdevhe TrdvTas Xap,^dvovTas'

TTpds he TOVTOLS /cat n^v" Tijs (f)CDvrjs /cotvorr^ra /cat

p^eTpLOTTjTa /cat ttjv dXXrjv evTparreXlav /cat (f)tXo-

Xoytav ov puKpdv rjyovvTai avp^^aXeadai piepos

TTpos TT]v TWV X6ya>v TTaiheiav oiOT ovk aSt/coj?

V7ToXap.^dvovaiv drravTas tovs Xeyetv ovTas heivovs

T7]s TToXeojs elvai pLadrjTas.

297 S/coTTetr' ovv pLrj TravTCtTracrtv ^ KaTayeXaaTOV

^ TO, ToiavTa Havet : ras roLavras MSS.

" Cf. Nicocles 6. * C/. Plato, Apology 29 d,

" Cf. Paneg. 48 fF. See Havet's enthusiastic comment in

Cartelier's Antidosis p. Iviii. Cf. also Thuc. ii. 41 ; vii. 63.
"* The Attic "dialect" was the least provincial of all,

avoiding the extreme harshness of the Doric and the softness
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by your ancestors more faithfully than others, but

in those qualities by which the nature of man rises

above the other animals," and the race of the

Hellenes above the barbarians, namely, in the fact

that you have been educated as have been no other

people in wisdom and in speech.* So, then, nothing

more absurd could happen than for you to declare by
your votes that students who desire to excel their

companions in those verj* qualities in which you
excel mankind, are being corrupted, and to visit any
misfortune upon them for availing themselves of an
education in which you have become the leaders of

the world.

For you must not lose sight of the fact that Athens
is looked upon as having become a school " for the

education of all able orators and teachers of oratory.

And naturally so ; for people observe that she holds

forth the greatest prizes for those who have this

abiUty, that she offers the greatest number and
variety of fields of exercise to those who have chosen

to enter contests of this character and want to train

for them, and that, furthermore, everj'one obtains

here that practical experience which more than any
other thing imparts abihty to speak ; and, in addition

to these advantages, they consider that the catho-

hclty and moderation of our speech,** as well as our
flexibility of mind and love of letters, contribute in

no small degree to the education of the orator.

Therefore they suppose, and not without just reason,

that all clever speakers are the disciples of Athens.
Beware, then, lest it make you utterly ridiculous

of the Ionic, and tended to be more and more the language
of cultivated Greeks, until in the time of Alexander the
Great it had broadened into the " common dialect," ^ koivi]

StdXeicTOj.
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ri^s So^Tjs ravTTjs (j>Xavp6v n KaraytyvcjaKeiv , rjv

Vfiels ^X^'''^ TTapa tols "EAAt^cti ttoXv ixdXXov 7]

eyo) nap v/mv ovSev yap aAA' t] <f>av€p(x)s vp,cov

avrcbv eaeade KaT€i/jr]cf>LafJL€Voi rrjv Touavrrjv d-

298 SiKiav, /cat ireTTOLi^KOTes ofioLov oiOTrep dv el Aa/ce-

oatfiovLoi Tovs TO. Trepl rov TToXefxov aoKOVvras
L,riixLovv eTTLX^Lpolev, 7] QerraXol napa rcvv LTnreveiv

pLeXercovrcov Slktjv Xajx^dvecv d^Lolev. vnep Sv
(f)vXaKr€ov iariv, ottcos pbrjSev tolovtov e^afxap-

T-qaeade Trepl Vfids avTOVs, fxrjSe TTiarorepovs

TTOLTjaere tovs Xoyovs rovs roJv Karr^yopovvTCov

TTJS TToXeCOS t) ToijS TOJV €TraLVOVVTCOV

.

299 Ot/Atti 8' vpids OVK dyvoelv on Tcbv 'KXX-qvcov at

fiev SvGKoXcDs TTpos u/xtt? expvoLV , ol S' (hs OLOvre

pLoXiOTa (/)iXovat /cat rds iXTTiSas ttjs aojrrjptas

ev vpuv exovcri. /cat ^aaiv ol fxev tolovtol fjLovrjv

eLvai ravrrjv ttoXlv, rds. S' d'AAa? Kcojxas, /cat

St/catcos" dv avrrjv darrv rrjs 'EAActSo? Trpoaayo-

pevecrdai /cat Std to fxeyedos /cat 8td tols einroplas

TCLS ivdevSe toIs dXXois yiyvofxevas /cat [xaXiaTa

300 Std Tov TpoTTOV Tcov ivoLKovvTOJV ovSevas yap
elvai TTpaoTepovs ouSe KOLvoTepovs oi58' ols oIkclo-

Tepov dv TLs TOV dnavTa ^iov avvStaTpiifjeiev.

ovTio Se fjLeydXais p^pcDvrat rat? vnep^oXaXs, oxjt

ovSe TOVT^ OKVovat, Xeyeiv, cos TJBtov dv vtt' dvhpos

Adr]valov t^rjpLLCjdeZev rj Std ttjs eTcpcDV (hjJiOTTjTos

€V irdOoiev.

Ot Se TavTa pL€V SiaavpovoL, Sie^iovTes Se ras

Tojv avKO(f>avTcbv inKpoTrjTas /cat KaKoirpayias

oXrjs rrjs TroXews ios djXLKTOV Kal p^aAcTTT^? ovarjs

KaTTjyopovaLV.

° The best cavalrymen in Greece.
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to pronounce a disparaging judgement upon the

reputation which you have among the Hellenes even
more than I have among you. Manifestly, by such

an unjust verdict, you would be passing sentence

upon yourselves. It would be as if the Lacedaemon-
ians were to attempt to penalize men for training

themselves in preparation for war, or as if the

Thessalians * saw fit to punish men for practising

the art of horsemanship. Take care, therefore, not

to do yourselves this ^^Tong and not to lend support

to the slanders of the enemies of Athens rather

than to the eulogies of her friends.

I think that you are not unaware that while some
of the Hellenes are hostile to you, some are extremely
friendly, and rest their hopes of security upon you.

These say that Athens is the only city, the others

being mere \"illages, and that she deserves to be
termed the capital of Hellas both because of her size

and because of the resources which she furnishes to

the rest of the world, and most of all because of

the character of her inhabitants ; for no people, they
insist, are more kindlv or more sociable,^ nor could

anyone find any people ^^ith whom he could spend
all his days in friendlier intercourse. Indeed, so

extravagant are they in their praise that they do
not even hesitate to say that they would rather

suffer injury at the hands of an Athenian gentleman
than benefit through the rudeness of people from
another city."

There are, on the other hand, those who scoff at

this praise, and, dwelling upon the cruel and ini-

quitous practices of the sycophants, denounce the
whole city as savage and insupportable.

» Cf. Paneg. 41. • The Spartans.
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— > /
301 Egtiv ovv SiKaarcbv vow e^ovrcov tov$ fiev tcov

roLovTCov Aoycov alrtovs ytyvofxevovs oiTTOKTeiveiv

cos ixeydXrjv alaxvvrjv rij TToAet TrepLTTOiovvrag,

Tovs Se TCOV eTTaivajv rcov Xeyofxevcov Trepl avrrjs

fxepos TL avfi^aXAofxevovs rifjidv /xaXXov -q rovg
aoATqras tovs iv toIs OTecfiavLTais dycjai viKwvTas'
TToXv yap /caAAtCD Bo^av eKeivcov KTcofievoL ttj

302 TToXcL Tvyxdvovcn Kal jxaXXov dp/xoTTOvaav . nepl

fxev yap t7]v tojv acojxaTOjv dycoviav ttoAAous' tovs
dix^La^TjTovvTas exofxev, -nepl Se tt^v TraiZeiav

anavTes dv T^/^a? TrpcoTevetv TTpoKpiveiav. XPV ^^

TOVS Kai [XLKpa^ Xoyit,€a6a<, Svvafievovs tovs iv

TOLS TOLOVTOLS TCOV epycov SiacftepovTas, iv ols rj

ttoXls evSoKLfiel, TLficbvTas cf)aiv€a6at,, Kal [jlt]

(f)6ov€pcbs ^X^^^> H'V^^ ivavTLa Tots dXXois "EAAt^cti

yiyvcooKeiv irepl avTcov.

303 '0.V VfiXv ovSev ttcottot' ifieXrjGev, dXXd togovtov
SirjixapT-qKaTe tov cTV[X(f)epovTos, coad^ ^8lov ^x^T€
hi ovs dKovcTe KaKcos r) St' ovs eTraivelade, /cat

hrjpiOTtKcoTepovs elvai vo[xit,€Te tovs tov pLiaeladai

Trjv ttoXlv vtto ttoXXcov acTiovs ovTas, t] tovs
anavTas ois TTeTrXrjaidKaaiv ev Sta/ceta^at Trpos

avTTjv TreTTOirjKOTas

.

304 Hi' ovv acocfypovrJTe, ttjs fJiev Tapaxrjs Travaeade

TauTT^S", ovx ovTco S' coaTTcp vvv ol fxev Tpax^oJS ol

8' oXiyciipcos Sta/ceicrecr^e Trpos ttjv (f)iXoao(f)iav

,

aXX vTToXa^ovTes KdXXiOTov etvai Kal aTTovBaio-

TaTOV TCOV €7nT7]8eVjJidTCOV TYjV TTJS ^^X'fjs 6771-

fieXeiav, TrpoTpeipeTe tcov vecoTepcov tovs ^lov t/ca-

vov KeKTiqixevovs Kal axoXrjv dyeiv Svvap,€vovs cttI

305 Tr]v TTacSetav Kal ttjv daK-qoLV ttjv TOtavTTjv, Kal

^ TOVS Kai /jLiKpa Baiter : tovs /juKpa mss.
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It is, therefore, the duty of intelligent judges to

destroy those who heap infamy upon the city and
to reward those who are responsible in some degree
for the tributes paid to her, more than you reward
the athletes who are crowned in the great games,
seeing that they win for the city a greater and more
fitting glory than any athlete ; " for in contests of
the body we have many rivals ; but in the training

of the mind everyone would concede that we stand
first. And men with even a slight abihty to reason
ought to show the world that they reward those who
excel in those activities for which the city is renowned,
and they ought not to envy them nor hold an opinion

of them which is the opposite of the esteem in which
they are held by the rest of the Hellenes.

But you have never troubled yourselves to do this ;

nay, you have so far mistaken your true interests

that you are more pleased with those who cause you
to be reviled than with those who cause you to be
praised, and you think that those who have made
many people hate the city are better friends of the
demos than those who have inspired good will toward
Athens in all with whom they have had to deal.

If, however, you are wise, you will put an
end to this confusion, and you will not continue,

as now, to take either a hostile or a contemptuous
view of philosophy ; on the contrary, you will

conceive that the cultivation of the mind is the
noblest and worthiest of pursuits and you will

urge our young men who have sufficient means and
who are able to take the time for it to embrace an
education and a training of this sort. And when

" See Paneg. 1 ; Plato, Apology 36 d.
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Tovs ix€v TTOvelv ideXovTa? /cat 7TapaaK€vdt,€iv

ac/)ds avTovs ;\;pi7crt/xoys' rfj TrdAet Trepl ttoXXov

TTOitjcreade, tovs Se Karate^Xr^fievajs l,a>VTas /cat

fxrjSevos dXXov j)povTLt,ovTas TrXrjv ottcos daeXyojs

OLTToXavaovTai rcJov KaraX€L(j>devra>v , tovtovs 8e

fjna-qaere /cat Trpohoras vofiLeZre /cat ttjs ttoXcojs

/cat TTJs T(x)v TTpoyovwv So^-qg- fMoXcs yap rjv ovrcos

Vfids aiadcovrai. -npos eKaripovs avraJv Sta/cet/ze-

vovs, edeXrjaovaiv ol vewrepoi, Karacfipov^aavTes

rrjs padv/xLas 7Tpoa€)(€Lv a(f)Lcnv avToXs /cat rfj

(f)lXo(TO(f)La TOV vovv.

306 'AvafxvqadrjTe Se to kolXXos /cat to fieyedos tcov

epycov TCOV Trj TToXei /cat TOt? irpoyovois Treirpay-

jxivwv, /cat SteA^eTC npos Vfxds avTovs /cat a/ce-

ipaade ttolos tcs "^v /cat ttws yeyovojs /cat Ttva

TpOTTOV 7T€7Taih€V[X€VOS 6 TOVS TVpOLVVOVS CK^aXcbv

/cat TOV Srjixov KaTayaywv /cat ttjv hr]jxoKpaTiav

KaTacTTT^aas , ttolos 8e Tt? 6 tovs ^ap^dpovs
MapadcovL Tjj p-dxf) VLKijaas /cat ttjv So^av ttjv ck

307 TavTTjs yevofjievrjv Trj TToXei KTTjadjjievos , tls S r]v

6 /act' eKeivov tovs "KXXr^vas eXevdepcoaas /cat

TOVS TTpoyovovs €771 TT^i' TjyefjiovLav /cat TT^v Svva-

areiav rjv ea^ov irpoayaycov, €ti Se T-qv (f>vaLV Trjv

TOV HeLpaLecos KaTiScbv /cat to tcIxos aKovTOJv

Aa/ce8at/xoria>v tjj TrdAet TrepL^aXcov, tls 8e d

pLeTo. TovTov dpyvpiov /cat ;!^pi'0'tou tt^i' aKpovoXLV

cpLTrX-qaas /cat toj)? ot/cou? touj lSlovs picoTovs

308 TToAATy? cvSaLpLovlas /cat ttAoutou Trofj^CTa?* €Vprja€T€

" Cleisthenes. * Miltiades.
" At the close of the Persian Wars, the Athenians returned

to their city and, under the leadership of Themistocles,

against the protest of the Lacedaemonians, built strong
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they are willing to work hard and to prepare them-
selves to be of ser\'ice to the city, you will make
much of them ; but when they give themselves to

loose hving and care for nothing else than to enjoy
riotously what their fathers left to them, you ^^ill

despise them and look upon them as false to the city

and to the good name of their ancestors. For it vriW be
hard enough, even though you show such an attitude

of mind in either case, to get our youth to look down
upon a Ufe of ease and be willing to give their minds
to their own improvement and to philosophy.

But reflect upon the glory and the greatness of

the deeds >\Tought by our city and our ancestors,

reWew them in your minds and consider what kind
of man was he, what was his birth and what the
character of his education, who expelled the tyrants,

brought the people into their o^\^\, and established

our democratic state ;
° what sort was he who con-

quered the barbarians in the battle at Marathon
and won for the city the glory which has come to

Athens from this \ictory ;
^ what was he who

after him Bberated the Hellenes and led our fore-

fathers forth to the leadership and power which
they achieved, and Avho, besides, appreciating the
natural advantage of the Piraeus, girded the city

with walls in despite of the Lacedaemonians ;
" and

what manner of man was he who after him filled the
Acropolis Mviih gold and silver and made the homes
of the Athenians to overflow with prosperity and
wealth : ^ for you will find if you review the career

walls around Athens and around the harbour-town, the
Piraeus. Later these two walled towns were connected by
the building of the " long walls."

"* Pericles. See 232-234, where all these, except Miltiades,
are eulogized by name.
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ydp; ^v i^erdlirjTC tovtcdv eKaarov, ov rovs avKO-

<f>avrLKcbs ^e^LCOKoras ovhe rovs d/xeAcDs', ovSe

TOVS Tols TToAAotS' OfMOlOVS OVTaS , TttUTa SiaTTCTTpay-

fxevovs, aAAa Toys' SLa(f)€povTas kol Trpoe-^ovras fir)

fjLovov rats evyevetais /cat Tat? Sdfat?, aXXd /cat

TO) ^povelv Koi Xeyeiv, rovrovs aTTavrcov dyadojv

aiTLovs yeyevrjjjievovs.

309 '^Q.v eiKos Vfxds ivdvp^ovfievovs VTiep p.kv rov

ttXtJOovs rovTO aKOTTclv, OTTCos ev re TOt? dyioai

TOLS TTepl Tcbv avix^oXaicov tcov Si/catcov rev^ovrai

/cat TCOV dXXcov rchv kolvcov fiede^ovai, rovs S'

VTTepexovras /cat rfj (f>va€L /cat Tat? fieXeraLs, Kai,

rovs roiovrovs yeveadai Trpodvfiovixevovs, ayairdv

/cat rt/Jidv /cat depaTreveiv, emarap-evovs on /cat

ro KaXcov /cat p^eydXcov riyiqaaadaL 7Tpayp.arcov

/cat ro SwaCT^at Ta? TrdAets e/c rcov kivSvvojv

crco^eiv /cat tt^j^ hrip,oKpariav Bia<f)vXarreLV ev rots

TotouTot? eveariv, dXX ovk iv rots avKO(f)dvrais.

310 UoXXciJv 8' i(f)eard)rcov [xoi, Xoyojv drropw ttios

[343] avrovs Sta^co/Ltaf So/cet ydp p,0L /ca^' auTO p.ev

eKaarov Jjv Siavoovp^at. prjOev emeiKes dv (j)avrjvaL,

Trdvra 8e vvvl Xey6p,eva ttoXvv dv oyXov epLOt re

/cat TOt? aKovovai napaax^^v . onep /cat Trepi rcov

tJSt] 7Tpo€iprjp,eva)v SeSot/ca, p.r] roLOvrov Tt Trados

311 ayTOi? 8ta ro TrXrjdos rvyxdvr] avpi^e^rjKos . ovrw

ydp dTrX-qarcos drravres exofiev irepl rovs Xoyovs,

oior e7TaLVOvp,€V p.ev rrjv evKaipiav koi <f>apiev

ovhev elvai roiovrov, errethdv 8' olr]dcdp.ev cos

exop-ev Tt Xeyeiv, dp^eXiqaavres rov p,erpidl^€iv,

Kara puKpdv del Trpoaridevres etV rds eaxaras
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of each of these, that it was not those who lived

unscrupulously or negligently nor those who did not

stand out from the multitude who accomplished
these things, but that it was men who were superior

and pre-eminent, not only in birth and reputation,

but in wisdom and eloquence, who have been the

authors of all our blessings.

You ought to lay this lesson to heart and, while

seeing to it in behalf of the mass of the people that

they shall obtain their just rights in the trials of their

personal disputes and that they shall have their due
share of the other pri\ileges which are common to

all, you ought, on the other hand, to welcome and
honour and cherish those who stand out from the

multitude both in ability and in training and those

who aspire to such eminence, since you know that

leadership in great and noble enterprises, and the
power to keep the city safe from danger and to

preserve the rule of the people, rests with such men,
and not with the sycophants.

Many ideas crowd into my thoughts, but I do not
know how I can make place for them ; for it seems
to me that while every point which I have in mind
would appeal to you if I presented it by itself, yet
if I attempted to discuss them all at this time, I

should put too great a strain both upon myself and
upon my hearers. Indeed I fear that in what I have
already said to you I may have fatigued you by
speaking at such length. For we are all so insatiable

in discourse that while we prize due measure and
affirm that there is nothing so precious, yet when we
think that we have something of importance to say,

we throw moderation to the winds, and go on adding
point after point until little by little we involve our-
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OLKaipias e/x^aAAo/zev rj^ds avrovg' ottov ye /cat

Xeycov iyd) ravra /cat ytyvcoCT/co)!^, o/xa>? ert

312 ^ouAo/xat 8taAe;^^7^i^at tt/jos' u/xas'. ayai^a/CTCo ya/a

[344J opoiv TT^v avKO(f>avriav d/xeLvov rrjs (f>LXoaro(f>Las

(f>€pofji€vr)V, /cat ti^i' //.ei' Karr]yopovaav , ttjv Se

KpLvoficvqv. o Tis av rGiv TraXaiiov dvSpcov ye-

vijaeordai TTpocreBoK-qcrev, aXXcos re /cat Trap' vfjuv

313 TOtj e77t ao(f)La jJLell^ov rdJv dXXcov (^povovaiv

;

ovKovv irrL ye Tojv irpoyovcov ourois ^^X^^> aAAa
Tovs jJiev KaXovfxevous ao(f>i,ards idavfxa^ov /cat

Tovs avvovras avrols i^ijXovv, tovs 8e avKo^dvras
TrXeiarcov KaKcov alriovg iv6iJLt,t,ov etvai.

Meyiarov Se re/c/xT^/jtov TioXcova fxkv ydp, rov

TTpCOTOV Tcbv TToXiTCJV Xa^OVTa TTjV €7ra>vvfiiav

ravrrjv, irpoararr^v rj^Lcoaav ttjs ttoXccos eivaL,

7T€pl Se Twv a'VKO(f)avTcbv )(aXe7TCi)T€povs 7] rrepi

314 rwv dXXiov KaKovpyicjv tovs vofiovs edeaav. tols

fxev ydp fxeyiaTOLs tcSv dSt/cr^/LtaraJV iv ivi tcov

SiKaaTiqpLCov TTjv Kpiaiv eiroiiqaav, /cara Se tovtcjv

ypa<f)ds fxev jrpos tovs deafiodcTas, elaayyeXlas 8

etj TT^t' ^ovXiqv, TTpo^oXds 8' iv tco St^ju-oj, vofiil^ov-

T€S TOVS TavTT) TTJ Tex^Tj p^/JOJjLtei'ous' arraaas VTrep-

^dXXeLv Tas TTOVTjpias. tovs p-ev ydp dXXovs dXX'

315 ovv Treipdadai ye Aav^avetv KaKovpyovvTas , tov-

Tovs 8' iv dnaaLV iTTiSeLKVvadaL Trjv avTcJv cu/AOTT^ra

/cat pLiaavdpoiTTLav /cat 0tAa7re;(07j/ioaw7^v.

" For example, a charge of deliberate murder could come
only before the Court of the Areopagus. A charge against

the sycophants, on the other hand, could be brought before

the Thesmothetae (see 237, note), who prepared the case

for trial before a Heliastic Court, in which case the charge
was termed ypa<pri (indictment) ; or before the Senate of
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selves in utter irrelevancies. WTiy, at the very

moment that I say this and recognize its truth, I

desire, nevertheless, to speak to you at greater

length ! For I am grieved to see the sycophant's

trade faring better than philosophy—the one attack-

ing, the other on the defensive. \\'ho of the men of

old could have anticipated that things would come
to this pass, in Athens, of all places, where we more
than others plume ourselves on our wisdom ? Things
were not hke that in the time of our ancestors ; on
the contrary, they admired the sophists, as they called

them, and enWed the good fortune of their disciples,

while they blamed the sycophants for most of their

ills.

You will find the strongest proof of this in the fact

that they saw fit to put Solon, who was the first of

the Athenians to receive the title of sophist, at the

head of the state, while they applied to the syco-

phants more stringent laws than to other criminals
;

for, while they placed the trial of the greatest crimes

in the hands of a single one of the courts," against

the sycophants they instituted indictments before

the Thesmothetae, impeachments before the Senate,

and plaints before the General Assembly, believing

that those who phed this trade exceeded all other

forms of villainy ; for other criminals, at any rate,

try to keep their evil-doing under cover, while these

flaunt their brutality, their misanthropy, and their

contentiousness before the eyes of all.

the Five Hundred, in which case the charge was called

fiffayyeXia (impeachment) ; or before the General Assembly,
in which case the charge was termed trpo^oKrj (plaint). See
Lipsius, Das attische Eecht pp. 176 IF. This was, however,
true of so many crimes that the point of Isocrates is rather

rhetorical.
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Kd/ceti'ot jjiev ovrojs iyiyvoiOKov Trepl avrojv
y/Liets" Se tooovtov direx^Te rod KoXd^eLV avrovs,

ojare rovrots ^(prjade /cat Karr^yopoLs Kal vofxo-

Oerais Trepl ra>v dXXojv. Kal roi TrpoarjKev avrovs
vvv ixiaeladai jxaXXov -q /car eKelvov rov "x^povov.

316 Tore fxkv yap iv rots' eyKVKXiois fxovov Kal tols

Kara, rrjv ttoXiv e^Xairrov tovs avpLTToXirevopiivovs'

eirecSr] S' av^-qdeia-qs rrjs rroXecus Kal Xa^ovcrrjs

rrjV dpx'TjV ol Trarepes rjfxcvv, /xaAAov dappiqaavres

rod avpicfiepovrog, rots p^ev KaXols Kayadols rcbv

dvSpdJv Kal pieydXrjV ttjv ttoXlv TTOirjaaai hid rds
hwaoTeias e<j)d6vrjaav, TTOvqpwv S' dvdpwTTiov

317 Kal pbearcbv dpaavTrfros eTredvpLTjaav, olrjdivres

raXs p,€V ToAjLtat? Kal rats (jiiXairexdripioavvaLS

LKavovs avTOvs eaeadai hiacjivXdrreLv ttjv Srjpio-

Kpanav, hid 8e rr^v (f)avX6T7]ra rcbv i^ dpxT]S

avTOLs VTTap^dvTCov ov jLteya ^povrjaeiv ov8'

eTTidvpiriaeLV erepas TroXiretas.

E/c TttUTT^s" TTJs ixera^oXijs tl tcjv Setv'cDj/ ov

avveTTcae rfj iroXei, rt Se Ttbv fieyiaroiv KaKcov

[345] OL ravTrjv exovreg ttjv (fyvaiv ov /cat XeyovTes Kal

318 TTpdrrovres hiereXeGav ; ov rovs p^ev ivSo^ordrovs

rwv TToXiTcov Kal pudXiGTa 8vvap,€vovs TTOirjcrai ri

rrjv TToXtv dyadov, 6Xt,yapxlo.v oveiSL^ovTes Kal

" The term sycophant is applied here as elsewhere in

Isocrates and the other orators to demagogic politicians.

* From the time of the " reforms " of Ephialtes (see

Areop. 50 : rots oXiyu irpb tj.uQi'), and especially after the

death of Pericles. Aristotle (Const, of Athens 28) states:
" So long, however, as Pericles was leader of the people,

things went tolerably well with the State ; but when he
was dead there was a great change for the worse. Then
for the first time did the people choose a leader who was of

no reputation among the people of good standing, whereas
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That was the way our ancestors felt about them.

But you, so far from punishing the sycophants,"

actually set them up as accusers and legislators for

the rest of the people. And yet there is reason for

detesting them now more than at that time ; for then

it was only in matters ofordinary routine and in affairs

confined to the city that they damaged their country-

men. In the meantime, however, the city waxed
powerful and seized the empire of the Hellenes, and

our fathers,* gro^v-ing more self-assured than was meet
for them, began to look with disfavour on those good

men and true who had made Athens great, envying

them their power, and to crave instead men who
were base-born and full of insolence, thinking that

by their bravado and contentiousness they would be

able to preserve the rule of the people,*' while because

of the meanness of their origin they would not become
overweening nor ambitious '^ to overturn the con-

stitution.

And since this change has taken place, what
calamity has not been visited upon the city ? What
great misfortunes have these depraved natures failed

to bring to pass through their speech and through

their actions ? Have they not taunted the most

illustrious of the Athenians—the men who were the

best able to benefit the city—Avith oligarchical and

up to this time men of good standing were always found as

leaders of the democracy " (Kenyon's translation). Aris-

totle goes on to say that Pericles was followed by such leaders

as Cleon, the tanner—insolent demagogues who vied with

each other in pandering to the mob.
' That is, vigilance exercised by loud-mouthed demagogues

is the price of liberty.
•* Cf. Dem. riepi ffwrd^eus 173 : iffri. d' ovUttot , olfiai,

SvvaToy fiiKpa Kai ^au\a irp6.TT0VT0.% fJ^ya Kai vtaviKov <pp6vrifia

Xa^etv.
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AaKOJVLajjLov, ov irporepov iiravaavro rrplv r^vdy-

Kaaav ofioiovs yeveadai rats alriais rat? Aeyo-

jxevais TTepl avrcbv; rovs Se (TVfXfxdxovs \vp,aiv6-

fievoL /cat avKo<j>avrovvTes y /cat tovs ^eXriarovs

CK TU)v ovTOiv €K^dXXovTes, ovTco Sicdeaav coad^

rjfiojv fiev aTToarrjvaL, rrjs Se AaKeSaLfjiovitov

319 ipaadijvai ^tAta? /cat avp^piaxias ; e^ c5v els

TToXeixov Karaorravres ttoXXovs e77et8o/xev tcov

ttoXltcov tovs P'^.v TeXevrijaavras , rovs S' €7tl tols

TToXepLLOLS y€vop,€vovs, TOVS 8' etj eVSetav tcov

dvayKaicov Karaaravras, ert Se n^v hrip^oKpariav

his KaraXvdeZaav /cat to, tclx'^ '^'^S Trarpihos

KaraoKa^ivra, to 8e pceyiaTOV, oXrjv ttjv ttoXiv

7T€pL dvSpa7To8Lap.ov KivSvvevaaaav /cat ttjv a/cpo-

TToAti/ TOVS TToXepiiovs OLKijaavTas

.

320 'AAAa yap aladdvopcai, /catVep otto tt^? opyrjs

^ia (f)€p6fM€Vos, TO p,€v vScop r)p,ds eTrtAetvror,

avTOs S' ifJLTTeTTTcoKcbs els Xoyovs -qfieprjalovs /cat

KaTTjyopias. vnep^ds ovv to TrXrjdos tcov arup,-

(f>opa)v Tctjv 8ia tovtovs yeyevripbivcov , /cat 8t-

(uadpievos tov 6)(Xov tcov ivovTCOv CLTreZv nepi ttjs

TOVTcov avKO(f)avTlas, puKpcbv ctl irdvv pLvrjadets

rjSr] KaTaXvou) tov Xoyov.

" The Athenian democracy since the days of Cleisthenes

lived in continual fear of revolution. There remained a
strong oligarchical party, supported by Sparta, and it was
always easy to catch the ear of the Athenian demos by
accusing anyone of oligarchical or Spartan sympathies.

Cf. Peace 133.
* Is he thinking particularly of Alcibiades ?

" Cf. Panath. 13 and 142. " The Peloponnesian War.
* First by the oHgarchy of the Four Hundred in 411 b.c,

secondly by the oligarchy of the Thirty Tyrants in 404 b.c,

after the downfall of the Athenian Empire.
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Lacedaemonian sympathies," and never ceased until

they have driven them to become in fact what they

were charged with being ? '' Have they not by ill-

treating our alUes, by lodging false complaints against

them," by stripping the best of them of their posses-

sions—have they not so disaffected them that they

have revolted against us and craved the friendship

and alliance of the Lacedaemonians ? And >vith what
results ? We have been plunged into war <*

; we
have seen many of our fellow-countrymen suffer,

some of them dpng in battle, some made prisoners

of war, and others reduced to the last extremities of

want : we have seen the democracy t\vice over-

thro\^'n,* the walls which defended our country torn

down ^ ; and, worst of all, we have seen the whole

city in peril of being enslaved,^ and our enemy
encamped on the Acropolis.'*

But I perceive, even though my feelings carry me
away, that the water in the clock' is gi\'ing out,

while I myself have fallen into thoughts and re-

criminations which would exhaust the day. There-

fore, I pass over the multitude of calamities which

these men have brought upon us ; I thrust aside

the throng of offences which we might charge to

their infamy, and content myself with just one word
before I close.

f One of the terms of peace at the end of the war was that

the " long walls " connecting Athens with the Piraeus should

be torn down.
» After her surrender to Sparta and the allies of Sparta

at the close of the Peloponnesian War. See Areop. 6 and
note ; Xen. Hell. ii. 2. 19-20. Cf. Peace 78, 105 ; Plataicug 23.

* A Spartan garrison occupied the Acropolis during the

reign of the Thirty.
* The clepsydra or water-clock, which marked the time

allowed to each speaker.
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321 Tovs f^€V ovv dXXovs opcj tovs KivSvvevovras,

eTretSar Trepi rrjv reXevrrjv coai ttjs aTToXoytas,

iKerevovras , Seofxevovs, tovs TratSa?, tovs (f)lXovs

ava^L^at,ojxivovs' eyco 8e oiiVe TTpiireiv ovhkv

rjyovfjiai tcov tolovtcov toZs tt^Xlkovtols , irpos re

TO) TavTa ytyvcoaKCLV, alaxvvdeiTjv av, el St' aAAo ti

aco^OLfjLTjv ^ 8ta tovs Xoyovs tovs TrpoetprjfjLevovs.

olSa yap ifxavTov ovtcos oaiojs koI SiKaicos

K€Xpyjfi€vov avTOLS Kal TTepl TTjv ttoXlv /cat Tiepl

tovs rrpoyovovs /cat /xaAicrra Trepl tovs deovs,

coaTG, et Tt fjLeXei, tcov avOpcomvcov avTols frpay-

322 fiaTCDV, ovSe tcov vvv irepl ifie ytyvopevcov ovSev

[S46] avTovs ot/Ltat XavOdveLv. hioirep ovk oppcohco to

pueXXov avfi^-qcreadai Trap* vp,cov, aAAa dappcb /cat

TToXXas eXniSas e'x'*^ t6t€ pioi tov ^lov ttjv TeXevTrjv

rj^eLV, oTav fieXXrj auvoLaecv rjfiLV, (yr]jxeLcx) "x^pcopievos

oTi /cat TOV TTapeXdovTa XP^^^^ ovtco Tvy)(avco

^€^lCOKCOS P'^Xpi' TaVTTjS TTJS l^jUepa?, COS" TTCp

7rpoo-^/cet tovs evue^els koI deo^iXeZs tcov dvdpco-

7TCOV.

323 'Qs ovv ifiov TavTTjv e^ovTOS ttjv yvcop,rjv, /cat

vopi,it,ovTos o Tt av vplv So^rj, tov6' e^^iv /xot

KaXcos /cat avp,(f)€p6vTcos, ottcos eKauTos vp,u)v

XO-tpet, /cat ^ovXeTai, tovtov tov Tponov (f)epeT(o

TTJV ifjTJcjiOV.
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I observe that when others who are placed in

jeopardy here come to the end of their defence, they

supplicate, they implore, they bring their children

and their friends before the jury." I, however, con-

sider that such expedients are unbecoming to one of

my age ; and, apart from this feeling, I should be
ashamed to owe my life to any other plea than to

the words which you have just heard. For I know
that I have spoken with so just and clear a con-

science both towards the city and our ancestors, and
above all towards the gods, that if it be true that

the gods concern themselves at all -with human affairs

I am sure that they are not indifferent to my present

situation. Wherefore, I have no fear of what may
come to me at your hands ; nay, I am of good
courage and have every confidence that when I close

my Hfe it \n\\ be when it is best for me ; for I take

it as a good sign that all my past life up to this day
has been such as is the due of righteous and god-
fearing men.
Being assured, therefore, that I am of this mind,

and that I believe that whatever you decide will be
for my good and to my advantage, let each one cast

his vote as he pleases and is inchned.*

" These pathetic scenes were a stock device in the court
room—ridiculed by Aristophanes in the Wasps. Cf. Aris-
totle, Rhft. 1354 a. Isocrates here echoes Plato, Apology 34 c.

* Cf. Plato's Apology 36 d.

365





V. THE PANATHENAICUS



INTRODUCTION

The Panathenaicus is the last of the " orations " of

Isocrates and the last of his extant writings, excepting

the brief letter to Philip." He began it in his ninety-

fourth year,* apparently not long before the celebra-

tion of the Greek Panathenaic Festival in the month
Hecatonibaeon (July-August), 342 b.c/ He was
moved to undertake this ambitious discourse at such

an age partly by an impulse to justify himself against

recent criticisms which had wounded his pride,'' but
mainly by a desire to publish, probably on the occa-

sion of the approaching Festival,* a last testimonial to

the glory of Athens ^—her generous pan-Hellenism in

days past in contrast to the selfish parochialism of

Sparta. 3 He was not, however, able to publish this

encomium as a contribution to that celebration.

When it was half finished, his work was interrupted

by a severe and lasting illness,'' and it was not until

three years later, when—to use his own words—he
" had lived but three years less than a century," that

he was prevailed upon by the importunities of his

friends to rise above his weakness and complete the

discourse.* The Panathenaicus was, therefore, issued

" Epist. iii. * See 3.

• See 17 and Jebb, Attic Orators 11. p. 113.
'' See 19, 25. * Hence the title, Panathenaicus.
^ See General Introd. pp. ix, x, Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L.
» See 5, 35, 41. * 267, 268. •' 268-270.
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in 339 B.C., when the author was ninety-seven years

old.

It is not, then, surprising that the Panathenaicus

betrays the uncertain grasp of a trembhng hand. It

is surprising, rather, when we consider that much of

the work of Isocrates was done after he had passed his

eightieth year, that this discourse is the first to show
the effects of old age. The Peace and the Areopagiticus

,

produced when he was eighty-one, are among the

most spirited and forceful of his WTitings ; the Anti-

dosis, pubUshed in the following year, shows a firm

grasp in the handling of the subject ; the Philip and
the Archidainus, both issued in his ninetieth year, bear

no marks of senility ; on the contrary, the Archidamus,

particularly, reads like the production of a youthful

mind." But the Panathenaicus gives evidence of the

handicaps under which it was elaborated—that it was
written " at a time of life and in a state of health

wherein any one else, so far from attempting to

compose anything of his own, would not be wilhng

even to listen to a discourse worked out and submitted

by another." ^

At the beginning of the discourse, Isocrates warns
his audience that it may appear " more feeble " than

his early compositions because of its lack of the adorn-

ments of style.*' But it is not in this regard mainly

that the Panathenaicus is weaker than his other work.

In fact it is not lacking in rhetorical devices, although

these are less skilfully employed.** But it is even

more deficient in invention, arrangement and force.

There is Httle said in the Panathenaicus which is not

" See Introd. to the Archidamus, Vol. I., L.C.L.
* See 270 ; General Introd. p. ix.

« See 4. " See 86, 87, and note.
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better said in his other writings. The matter dealt

with in the introduction—the exposition and defence
of his teaching and writing against his detractors—is

more effectively covered in the Antidosis, and the
glorification of the past history of Athens—his central

theme—suffers by comparison with the treatment
of the same subject in the Panegyricus, especially

because of its diffuseness and repetition " and lack of

consistency.''

In one respect, the eulogy of the city of his fathers

in the Panathenaicus takes an original turn : in the
sharp contrast drawn between the services of Athens
to Greece and the disservices of Sparta." Indeed this

part of the discourse, lavish in its praises of Athens,
is equally intemperate in its arraignment of Sparta.

This Isocrates, himself, feels at the end. He regrets

that in his review of Spartan history he had been
offensively unjust,** and desires in some fashion to

make amends to a state which now no less than
when he wrote the Patiegt/ricus he does not wish to

repel from the cause of pan-Hellenism. But the

device to which he resorts—the curious dialogue,

if such may be termed the speeches which are ex-

changed betM'een himself and one of his erstwhile

pupils, who not only champions the Spartans but
suggests that underneath the apparent abuse heaped
upon them in this discourse there lies a hidden mean-
ing which, if elucidated, is flattering to Spartan pride

—has been, and will remain, one of the puzzles of

literary criticism. There may, perhaps, be some
foundation in fact for the " advice " * which Isocrates

sought from his former pupils and received from that

" See 164, note. * See 115, note.
" See 41. ^ See 232. ' See 233.
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one of them who made bold to be a " panegyrist " "

of the Lacedaemonians. Or it may be—and this

seems more probable—that he invents this fiction of a

debate in order to show that he also could see the
other side. In any case, this epilogue, if not border-
ing upon ineptitude, is the least felicitous part of a
discourse which throughout falls below the level of
his best work.

But surely it is inxidious to pick flaws in what is,

under the circumstances, a marvellous accomplish-
ment. Does the history of mankind record a com-
parable triumph of the spirit over the infirmities of a
centenarian ?

• See 234.
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[232] NecoTepo? fJiev a>v Trporjpovfjirjv 'ypd<f>€LV rcov

Xoycov ov Tovs fMvOwSeis ovSe tovs reparetas Kal

ipevSoXoyias fxearovs, ols ol ttoXXoL fxdXXov x^^'
povaiv Tj rolg irepl rrjs avrcbv aojrrjplas Xeyo-

fievois, ovSe tovs tols TraAata? rrpd^eLS Kal tovs

TToXe/XOVS TOVS 'EtXXrjVlKOVS €^T]yOVlJL€VOVS, KULTTep

[233] elScbs SiKaicos avTOVS inaLVOVfxevovs , oi)S' av tovs

aTrXcbs SoKovvTas elprjadat /cat p,rjS€[j.tds kojjl-

ipoTTjTOS iX€Te)(ovTas , ovs Ol Seivol TTepl tovs

dyajvas TTapaivovai toIs veojTepois p-eXeTov, eiTrep

2 ^ovXovTai ttXcov ex^cv tcov dvTihiKCov, dXXd irdvTas

TOVTOvs idaas TTcpi CKeivovs €7Tpayp,aT€v6p,7)v,

TOVS rrepl tcov avp,(f)€p6vTCOv ttj re TrdAei kolI tols

dXXots "EAAi^CTt crvpL^ovXevovTas , Kal ttoXXcov p,€v

iv9vp,7]p,dTa)v yepiovTas , ovk oXiycov S* dvTideaeojv

" See General Introd. p. xxii. Yet he deals with the legend

of Demeter in the Panegyricus and with that of Heracles in

the Address to Philip, and, half playfully, he goes into the

stories of Helen and Busiris in the discourses devoted to

them. See General Introd. p. xxxi, Isocrates, Vol. I. in

L.C.L.
" Cf. Helen 4 if., Vol. HI., L.C.L.
* See Areop. i.

"* One of his pupils, Theopompus, was a historian. For
Isocrates' attitude to the historians see Blass, Die attische

Beredsamkeit ii. p. 49.
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When I was younger, I elected not to write the kind
of discourse which deals with myths " nor that which
abounds in marvels and fictions,'' although the
majority of people are more delighted with this

literature than with that which is devoted to their

welfare and safety ;
" nor did I choose the kind which

recounts the ancient deeds and wars of the Hellenes,

although I am aware that this is deservedly praised,**

nor, again, that which gives the impression of having
been composed in a plain and simple manner and is

lacking in all the refinements of style,* which those

who are clever at conducting law-suits urge our young
men to cultivate, especially if they wish to have the

advantage over their adversaries/ No, I left all these
to others and devoted my own efforts to giving advice

on the true interests of Athens and of the rest of the
Hellenes,5 WTiting in a style rich in many telling

points, in contrasted and balanced phrases not a few,''

« For the plain style affected by the forensic orators,

notably Lysias, see Jebb, Attic Orators i. pp. 159 ff. Cf.
Paneg. 11, Vol. I., L.C.L.

' Isocrates despised this kind of writing. See General
Introd. p. xxiii.

" See General Introd. p. xxiv.
* The Gorgian figures, antithesis and parisosis, which

Dionysius of Halicarnassus complained {Critique of Isocrates
14) were excessively used in the Panegyricns 71-81.
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/cat TTapiacoaecov /cat tcov dXXiov ISecov tojv iv rat?

prjTopeiais SLaXajXTTOvaaJv /cat rovs aKovovras €7n-

(jrjfiatvecrdat /cat dopv^eiv CLvayKal,ovaa)v.

3 Nw 8' ouS' OTTioaovv rovs toiovtovs. -^yovfiai

yap ovx dpfjLOTTetv ovre tols ereac rols evevq-

Kovra /cat TerrapaLV, dyoj Tvy)(dv<o yeyovios, ov6

oXcog Tot? rjSrj ttoXlcls exovaiv, eKelvov rov rpoTTOV

6Ti Xeyetv, aAA' cos aTravres fiev dv iXTriaetav el

PovXrjdeiev, ovBels S' dv 8vv7]detr] paSicos TrXrjv

TOJV TTovelv ideXovTcov /cat a<j)6hpa Trpoaexpvrojv

rov vovv.

4 TovTov S' €V€K€V Tavra TrpoeiTTOV, iv' rfv riaiv

6 fxeXXcov heL)(drj(je(ydai Xoyos fxaXaKcorepos cov

(fjaLvqrai rdJv Trporepov SiaSeSofievcov, firj Trapa-

^dXXcoai irpos rrjv eKCivcov TTOLKiXiav, dXXd irpos

rr^v VTTodecnv avrov Kpivoicn rrjV iv ra> rrapovri

SeSoKLfxaafxevrjv.

5 AtaAe^OjLtat Se Trepl re rdJv rrj ttoXci Treirpay-

fjuevcov /cat Trepl rrjs rd>v Trpoyovcov dperrjs, ovk

0.770 rovrcov dp^dpievos, oAA' (XTro rojv e/xot a-vjj,-

^e^rjKorcDV evrevdev yap oi)uat pidXXov KarerreiyeLV

.

TTeLpcofievos ydp dvap.apr'qrojs Cv^ '<^ct^ rots' ctAAots

oAuTTCus", ovSeva StaAeAot77a XP^^^^ ^'^^ H'^^
'^^^

ao(f)iariov rwv dhoKipuDV /cat Trovr^pcov Bia^aXXo-

p,evoSy utt' aAAtov 8e rivcov ovx ^^^^ ^V' yiyvco-

OKopLevos, dXXd roiovros viroXapi^avopLevos olov dv

6 Trap' irepojv dKovoojcnv. ^ouAo/xat ovv TrpoSta-

Xexdrjvaf, irepL r' epuavrov /cat Trepl rtov ovro) Trpos

" See General Introd. pp. xiv and xxiv.
* An exaggeration. They abound in this discourse, but

his earlier efforts were more ornate. Cf. Phil. 27, 28, Vol. I.,

L.C.L., and Antid. 195.

874



PANATHENAICUS, 2-6

and in the other fissures ofspeech which give brilliance

to oratory " and compel the approbation and applause

of the audience.

Now, however, I have completely given up these

de\ices of rhetoric* For I do not think it is becom-
ing to the ninety-four years which I have lived nor, in

general, to men whose hair has at length turned to

grey " to continue to speak in this fashion, but rather

in the manner which every man, should he so desire,

would hope to conunand, although no man can easily

attain it >vithout hard work and close application.

I have said this at the beginning in order that if the

discourse which is now about to be presented to the

public should appear to some to be more feeble <* than
those which have been published in former years, they
may not compare it in the matter of rhetorical variety

and finish to my former compositions but may judge
it in relation to the subject matter which I have
deemed appropriate to the present occasion.

I intend to discuss the achievements of Athens and
the \irtues ofour ancestors, although I shall not begin
with them but with a statement of my personal

experience, since it is more urgent, I think, to begin
with this. For notwithstanding that I strive to

live in a manner above reproach and without offence

to others, I am continually being misrepresented
by obscure and worthless sophists and being
judged by the general public, not by what I really

am, but by what they hear from others.* I wish,

therefore, to preface my discussion with a word
about myself and about those who have this attitude

* An echo of Plato, Apology 17.
'* Cf. same apology in Phil. 149 ; Antid. 9 ; Epist. vi. 6,

Vol. III., L.C.L. • Cf. Antid. 4-8.

875



ISOCRATES

/xe SiaKeiixevojv, tv* tJv ttcos olos re yevojfjbai, rovs

fX€v TTavaoi pXacr(f)'qfxovvTas , rovs S' etSeVat rroL'qacD

TTepl a Tvyxdvco hiarpi^cov' r^v yap ravra rcb

[234] Xoycp Svvrjdoi Stoi/c^crat Kara rponov, eXTrli^oj tov

eiriXonrov ;;^/3orov avros re aXvTTCJs Sia^etv, /cat

rio Xoycp rep p,4XXovri pr]drj(jeadai rovs rrapovras

fjbdXXov Tvpoae^eiv rov vovv,

7 OvK OKv-qao) 8e Karenrclv ovre rrjv vvv eyytyvo-

fji€VT]v iv rfj Stavota p,oi rapax^^v, ovre rrjv drorriav

cov ev rip vapovri rvyxdvco ycyvaxjKcov, ovr^ el ri

TTpdrrco rojv Seovrcov. iy<h yap [MerecrxyjKws rcov

fieyiaroju dyadcjv, Jjv aTravres dv ev^acvro fxera-

Xa^eXv, npcorov piev rrjs irepl ro acopua Kai rrjv

i/jvxrjv vyieias ovx <^S" ervxov, dXX ivapLiXXios roXs

pidXiara Tiepi eKarepov rovruiv evrvx'rjKoaiv, eveira

rrjs rrepl rov ^iov eviropias, oiore p,r]Sev6s TTOiTTor

dTToprjaai rcov pLerpLa>v pirjS' wv dvdpcDTTOs dv vovv

8 exoiv ernQvpLrjaeiev, en rov pir) rcov Kara^e^Xrj-

pLevojv els elvat purjBe rdJv Karr]p,eXr]pL€V(x)v, aAA'

CKeivcov rrepl (Lv ol ;^a/3ieCTTaTOt rtov 'EXXijvtov Kai

pLVTjadeZev dv kol hiaXexQelev dts OTTOvhalcov ovrcov,

—rovrcov drravrcov /xot avpi.^e^r]K6ra)V rcov piev

vnep^aXXovrcos rcov S' e^apKovvrcos ovk ayaiTco

^cov errl rovrois, aAA' ovrco ro yrjpds eari Sva-

dpearov Kai puKpoXoyov Kai p,ept,ifiip,OLpov, coare

" For the "greatest goods" cf. Plato, Laws 631c;
Aristotle, Rhetoric i. 5; and Herrick's rendering of the

famous Greek skolion :

Health is the first good lent to men ;

A gentle disposition then ;

Next, to be rich by no by-wayes

;

Lastly, with friends t' enjoy our dayes.
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towards me, in order that, if only it lies within

my power to do so, I may put an end to the

abuse of my calumniators and give to the public

a clear understanding of the work to which I am
devoted. For if I succeed in setting forth a true

picture of this in my discourse, I hope not only that I

myselfmay pass the rest ofmy days free from annoy-
ance but that my present audience will give better

attention to the discourse which is about to be
delivered.

I am not going to hesitate to tell you frankly of the

confusion which now comes into my thoughts, of the

strangeness ofmy feelings on the present occasion, and
of my perplexity as to whether I am doing anything

to the purpose. For I have had my share of the

greatest goods of life—the things which all men would
pray the gods to have as their portion : * first of all,

I have enjoyed health both of body and of soul, not in

common degree, but in equal measure with those who
have been most blessed in these respects ;

^ secondly,

I have been in comfortable circumstances, so that I

have not lacked for any of the moderate satisfactions

nor for those that a sensible man would desire ; and,

lastly, I have been ranked, not among those who are

despised or ignored, but among those whom the most
cultivated of the Hellenes will recall and talk about as

men of consequence and worth. And yet, although

I have been blessed with all these gifts, some in sur-

passing, others in sufficient measure, I am not content

to live on these terms ; on the contrary, my old age is

so morose and captious and discontented that I have

" Cf. Bacchylides i. 27 ff. (i, 55 ff., Jebb's edition)

:

ei 5' i'7£e<as 6va.Th% iwv iXaxev,

fweti' T air' oiKelwv Ix^'i Tpwrotj ^pifei.
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TToXXoLKLS rjSr) rrjv re (f)vcnv rrjv ifiavTov Karefiefx-

9 ipdfjiTjv, -^s ovSels aAAo? KaraTre^poviqKe , /cat 7-171^

TV)(7]v (vSvpdfirjv, TavTTj [xev ovSev exojv imKaXelv

dXXo TrXrjv otl Trepl rrjv ^tAoao^tav rjv TrpoeiXoixiqv

drvx^cit TLves Kal avKO(j>avTiai yeyovaai, rr^v 8e

(f>vaLv elbcbs Trpos fxev rds irpd^eis appcocrTorepav

Kal fxaXaKCOTepav ovaav rod hiovros, Trpos 8e

rovs Xoyovs ovre reXelav ovre Travraxfj XRV^^f^W*
dXXd So^ctCTat fjuev Trepl eKdarov T~qv dXrjdeiav

fxdXXov hvvaixevqv rcov elhivai (jyaaKovTOjv , eiTTeZv

Se TTepl rGiv avrdv tovtcov iv avXXoyo) ttoXXojv

dvdpcoTTCOv aTTacrdJv d)5 eiros elneZv dTToXeXetp,-

10 fxevrjv. ovtoj yap evSerjs dpi^orepcov iyev6jjLr)V

ru>v fji€yi(TTrjv hvvafiiv exovTOiv Trap" T^yuv, (fycoinjs

LKavfjs Kal ToXfiT)?, (l)s ovK otS' et Tis dXXos

Tcbv ttoXltcov 0)v at piri rvxovres art/xdrepot irepi-

ipXovrai Trpos to hoKelv d^ioi rivos elvai tcov

[235] 6(f>€iX6vTa}v TO) hripbocricp' toIs fiev yap eKriaeiv

TO Karayvcoadev iXTTiSes vTreiaiv, ol S' ovScttot

11 ai' TTjv (f)vaLv jjLera^dXotev. ov fXTju cttI tovtois

ddvixtjaras TrepielSov ejxaVTOV dSo^ov ov8' d(j>avrj

TravrdTTacn yevopievov, dXX' eTreiS-j) rov TToXireve-

adai SiijfjbapTov, cttI to ^iXoao(f>€.lv Kal TTOvelv Kal

ypd(f)€tv d SLavorjdeiTjV Kare^vyov, ov Trepl pn-

Kpdjv TTjv TTpoaipecriv TTOLOvpievos ovSe Trepl rcov

ISicov avpL^oXaioiv ovhe Trepl c5v aAAoi rives

" Such as are described at the beginning of the Antidosis.
^ See General Introd. pp. xxvii ff. ; Against the Sophists

7ff.
' Cf. Phil. 81 and note ; Epist. i, 9 ff. ; Epist. viii. 7 ;

and Aristophanes, Knights 217 ff. :
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oftentimes before this found fault with my nature,

which no other man has contemned, and have de-

plored my fortune, although I have had no complaint

against it other than that the philosophy which I have

chosen to pursue has been the object of unfortunate

and unscrupulous attacks.** As to my nature, how-
ever, I realized that it was not robust and vigorous

enough for pubhc affairs and that it was not adequate

nor altogether suited to public discourse, and that,

furthermore, although it was better able to form a

correct judgement of the truth of any matter than are

those who claim to have exact knowledge,^ yet for

expounding the truth before an assemblage of many
people it was, if I may say so, the least competent in

all the world. For I was bom more lacking in the two
things which have the greatest power in Athens

—

a

strong voice and ready assurance "—than, I dare say,

any of my fellow-citizens. And those who are not

endowed with these are condemned to go about in

greater obscurity so far as public recognition is con-

cerned than those who owe money to the state ;
** for

the latter have still the hope of paying off the fine

assessed against them, whereas the former can never
change their nature. And yet I did not permit these

disabihties to dishearten me nor did I allow myself
to sink into obscurity or utter obUvion, but since I was
barred from public life I took refuge in study and
work and \vriting dowTi my thoughts, choosing as my
field, not petty matters nor private contracts, nor the

things about which the other orators prate, but the

TO 5' dWa ffoi irpdffeffTi SrjiiaywyiKd,

(puvT] /xiapd, yeyovas /cokcDs, dyopaios el'

^Xf awavTa Trpos TroXiretai' d 5ft.

"* An unpaid fine entailed disfranchisement in Athens.
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Xrjpovaiv, dAAa vepl tcov 'E?0(r]viKcbv Kal jSacri-

XiKcov /cat TToXiTLKOJv TTpayp,6.rct)v , hC a vpoa-qKeiv

cpofJLTjv ixoL TocrovTcp fjidXXov TLpbdadai tcov €7tI to

^fjna TTapiovTWV, oaco Trep irepi fxei^ovcvv Kal /caA-

Xlovcov r) KeivoL tovs Xoyovs i7TOCovp,T]v. wv ovhev

12 rjpuv dTTO^efirjKev. Kairoi iravres taaoL tojv fxev

prjTOpCDV TOVS TToXXoVS OV^ V7T€p TOJV Tjj TToAci

avjx^epovTCDV , dAA' vnep (Lv avTol Xxjipeadai Trpoa-

SoKcoai, SrjfiTjyopeXv ToXfiaJVTas , e/^e Se /cat tovs

ijjiovs ov /xovov Tix)v KOLVoJv aTTexofxevovs p-dXXov

TCOV dXXcov, dXXd Kal tcov ISlcov els tols Trjg

TToXecos ;\;petas' VTrep ttjv Swa/xtt' ttjv 7)p,eT€pav

13 avTCOv SarravcofMevovs , ert 8e tovs /xev t] AotSo-

pov/xevovs €V Tats eKKX-qcrlais rrepl fxeoreyyvqiJiaTOS

cr(f)iaLV avTOLS r) XvjjLatvojxevovs tovs ovuixaxovs f]

TCOV dXXojv ov dv Tu;!^a)crt avKo^avTOVVTas , e/ze he

TCOV Xoycov -qyefiova tovtcov yeyevrjfievov, tcov

TTapaKoXovvTcov TOVS "Ei?^rjvas eTrt t€ ttjv 6[x6-

votav TTjv TTpos dXXy^Xovs Kal ttjv OTpaTeiav ttjv

14 enl TOVS ^ap^dpovs , Kal tcov crufx^ovXevovTCOv

dnoLKtav eKTreixneiv Koivfj TrdvTas r}p,ds errl Toaav-

TTjv x^P^^ '<^ct^ TOLavTrjV, rrepl -^s oaoi Trep aKrj-

Koaaiv ojjLoXoyovaiv rjfxds re, el aco(/)povT]aaifxev

Kal TTavaaifxeda ttjs Trpos dXX-qXovs /xavias, Ta^ecos

dv dvev TTovcov Kal Kivhvvcov KaTaa)(elv avTrfv,

eKeivrjv re paSlcos o.v dnavTas Se^aadai tovs

evBeels rjfxcov ovTas tcov eTriTrjheicov Sv Trpd^eis,

" See General Introd. p. xxiv.
* See Areop. 24 and note.
" See Antid. 144-152 and notes.
* C/., for this contrast between the other orators and him-

self, Antid. 147-149.
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affairs of Hellas and of kings and of states.** Where-
fore I thought that I was entitled to more honour than

the speakers who come before you on the platform in

proportion as my discourses were on greater and
nobler themes than theirs. But nothing ofthe sort has

come to pass. And yet all men know that the majority

of the orators have the audacity to harangue the

people, not for the good of the state, but for what
they themselves expect to gain,*" while I and mine not

only abstain more than all others from the public

funds but expend more than we can afford from our

private means on the needs of the commonwealth ;
'^

and they know, furthermore, that these orators are

either ^vranghng among themselves** in the assemblies

over deposits of money * or insulting our alhes ' or

blackmaiUng^ whosoever of the rest of the world

chances to be the object of their attacks, while I, for

my part, have led the way in discourses which exhort

the Hellenes to concord among themselves and war
against the barbarians and which urge that we all

unite in colonizing a country so vast and so vulnerable

that those who have heard the truth about it assert

with one accord that if we are sensible and cease from
our frenzy against each other we can quickly gain

possession of it without effort and without risk and
that this territory will easily accommodate all the

people among us who are in want of the necessities of

life.'' And these are enterprises than which, should

• For this common cause of controversy see Paneg. 188
and note, Vol. I., L.C.L. Such controversies were sometimes
referred to the General Assembly and there debated and
voted upon.

f Cf. U2 and Antid. 318. » C/. Antid. 318.
* The theme of the Pajiegyriciis and of the Address to

Philip.
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€L TTavres avveXOovres t,r]TOL€v, ouSeTror' civ evpoiev

KaXXiovs oj)8e ^leit^ovs ouSe fxdXXov aTzaaiv rjixZv

avfJL(f)€pov(7as.

15 'AAA' ofjiois ovroj TToXv rfj Bt,avoia hiearwrcov

[236] rjfjicov, /cat tooovtco anovSaiorepav i/xov 7T€-

TTOL7]ixivov TTjv oipeaLV, ov SiKaicos ol TToXXol nepl

Tjixcov vn€i,X'q(/)aaLv, dXXa rapa-)(ojha>s koL rrav-

raTracnv dXoylarrws. rcbv p,€.v yap prjTopcov rov

rpoTTOv ipeyovres Trpoararas avTOvs ttjs ttoXccos

TTOiovvrai Koi Kvplovs diravriov Kadiardaiv, ifiov

8e Tovs Xoyovs iTraivovvres avrcp puoL (f)dovovcn.

Si ovSev erepov •^ Sia tovtovs ovs a.TroSexop'^voL

rvy)^dvovcnv ovrcos drvxios (f)ipop.aL Trap' avrols-

16 Kat Tt Set davfidl^eLV tojv rrpos dnaaas rag

VTTepoxds ovTco SiaKetaOaL Tre^u/cdrajv, ottov /cat

TcSv olofievcov Sta^epetr /cat t,7]XovvTa)v ifxe /cat

fjLi[X€La9ai yXixofJi^vayv rives en Svafjuevecrrepov

exovcTL jxoL Tcov ISlcotcov u)v Ttvas dv Tt? evpot

TTOVTjpoTepovs, elprjaerai ydp, ei /cat rtai Sd^w

v€a)T€pa /cat ^apvrepa Xiyeiv ttjs i^Ai/cta?, otrive?

ovre cf)pd^€iv ouSei^ {xepos exovres rot? fiadrjTals

TOiv elprjfxevcov vtt^ ifiov, rot? re Adyot? Trapa-

Sety/Liacrt p^pco/xet'ot rots e/AOt? /cat i,(x)vr€s ivrevdev

roaovrov Seovat X^P^^ ^X^^^ tovtcov, coctt' ouS'

d)u.eAetv rjfi,a>v iOeXovaiv, dXX del tl (f)Xavpov

776/31 ifjiov Xeyovcrcv
;

17 "Eo)? /ici' ow Tou? Xoyovs piov iXvfiaivovTO,

TTapavaytyvoiaKovres (x>s hvvarov KaKiara rots
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all the world unite in the search, none could be found

more honourable or more important or more advan-

tageous to us all.

But in spite of the fact that myselfand these orators

are so far apart in our ways ofthinking and that I have

chosen a field so much more worthy, the majority of

people estimate us, not in accordance with our merits,

but in a confused and altogether irrational manner.

For they find fault with the character of the popular

orators and yet put them at the head of affairs and
invest them with power over the whole state ; and,

again, they praise my discourses and yet are en\ious

of me personally for no other reason than because of

these very discourses which they receive with favour.

So unfortunately do I fare at their hands.

But why wonder at those who are by nature envious

of all superior excellence, when certain even of those

who regard themselves as superior and who seek to

emulate me and imitate my work are more hostile to

me than is the general public ? And yet where in the

world could you find men more reprehensible—for I

shall speak my mind even at the risk of appearing to

some to discourse with more vehemence and rancour

than is becoming to my age—where, I say, could you
find men more reprehensible than these, who are not

able to put before their students even a fraction ofwhat
I have set forth in my teaching but use my discourses

as models and make their li\ing from so doing, and
yet are so far from being grateful to me on this

account that they are not even wilhng to let me alone

but are always saying disparaging things about me ?

Nevertheless, as long as they confined themselves

to abusing my discourses, reading them in the worst

possible manner side by side with their own, dividing
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eauTcDv /cat Staipowres' ovk opBcos /cat /cara-

/cj/i^ovTe? /cat Trav'Ta rpoTrov Sta(f)d€LpovT€s, ovSev

€(f>p6vTit,ov T(x)v aLTTayyeXXofxevajv, dAAa paOvjxcos

€L)^OV fJblKpOV Se 77/30 TcDv Ilai^a^TJP'atCDl' TCOV

18 neydXojv rjxddaO-qv 8t' aurou?. aTxavrT^CTaj/res" ya/3

Tti/e? /xot Tcov eTTLTrjSeLojv eXeyov (Ls iv t<S Ay/ceioj

(jvyKadel,6iJL€voi rpels 7} rerrape? ru)v dyeXaicov

ao(f)iaroJv /cat iravra (f>aaK6vTCjov elBevat /cat Ta)(^ecos

TTavraxov ytyvofievcov ScaXeyoLvro Trepi re tcov

dXXcov TTOLrjTCJV Koi TTJs 'HctioSou /cat T^? 'Op-rj-

pov TTOi-qaecos, ovSev p,€V nap* avraJv Xeyovres, rd
8 €K€Lva>v paijjcphovvres /cat tcjv rrporepov aAAotj

Ttaii' €Lp7]pi€va)v ra ')(aptearara p,v7]p,ov€vovT€S'

19 diToSe^afjLevcov Se rtov TTepicaTwrcxJv ttjv Starpi^rjv

avrcov eva tov ToXfxriporarov eTTixeiprjcrai, /xe Sta-

pdXXeiv, Xeyovd* cos iyw TrdvTcov Karacfipovco rdjv

[2371 TOLOVTCov, /cat ras" re (f>iXoao<f>iag rds rcov dXXcov

/cat rds TratSeta? aTraCTa? dvatpd), /cat (f)rjfit Travras

Xrjpelv TrXrjv rovs /xeTecrp^Ty/cdra? rrjg ip,rjs Starpt^Tys"

TOVTOiV Se prjdevrojv drjSdJs rtvas rcov Trapovrcov

SLaredijvai Trpos rjp^ds.

20 'Q.S jJiev ovv iXvTT-^drjv /cat crvverapdxdtjv a/coy-

cras' dTTohe^aadai rLvas rovs Xoyovs rovrovs, ovk

dv hvvaip,rjv elTreZv cpp,rjv yap ovrcos i7n(f>avr)s

elvai rols dXat,ov€Vop,€vois TToXe/xcov Kal Trepc

efxavrov fierpicos StetAey/Ltevo?, /ioAAov Se raTreivcbs,

" The Panathenaic festival was celebrated in Athens each
year but with special magnificence every fourth year, when
it was called the Great Panathenaia.

' A sacred enclosure on the right bank of the IHssus,

dedicated to Apollo—a gymnasium and exercise ground,

S84



PANATHENAICUS, 17-20

them at the wrong places, mutilating them, and in

every way spoiUng their effect, I paid no heed to the
reports which were brought to me, but possessed
myself in patience. However, a short time before
the Great Panathenaia," they stirred me to great
indignation. For some of my friends met me and
related to me how, as they were sitting together in the
Lyceum,* three or four of the sophists of no repute

—

men who claim to know everj'thing and are prompt to

show their presence everj'where—were discussing the
poets, especially the poetry ofHesiod and Homer, say-
ing nothing original about them, but merely chanting
their verses and repeating from memory the cleverest

things which certain others had said about them in the
past.*' It seems that the bystanders applauded their

performance, whereupon one of these sophists, the
boldest among them, attempted to stir up prejudice
against me, saying that I hold all such things in con-
tempt and that I would do away with all the learning
and the teaching of others, and that I assert that all

men talk mere drivel except those who partake ofmv
instruction. And these aspersions, according to mv
friends, were effective in turning a number of those
present against me.
Now I could not possibly convey to you how

troubled and disturbed I was on hearing that some
accepted these statements as true. For I thought
that it was so well known that I was waging war
against the false pretenders to wisdom and that I had
spoken so moderately, nay so modestly, about my
but also frequented by philosophers. Here Aristotle and
his pupils were wont to gather.

* Other sophists made much of the study and elucidation
of the poets, but there is no evidence that Isocrates did.
See Blass, Die attUche Beredsamkeit ii. pp. 46 fF.
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coare ixrjSev av TTore yeveadai ttlotov tcou Xeyov-

Tcov COS iycx) Toiavrais dXa^oveiats €XP'']crdfjLrjv

.

21 aAAo. yap ovk dXoycos (LSvpdnrjv ev dp)(ij rrjv

aTV)(Lav rrjv irapaKoXovdovadv fioL Trdvra rov

Xpovov ev rots tolovtols' avriq ydp iariv alria /cat

Trjs i/jevSoXoyLas rrjs Trepi pie yiyvopiiviqs koI rajv

Sia^oXajv Kal rov (j>d6vov Kal rod p.rj hvvaadai pie

rvx^iv ri^s S6^7]S "^S d^ios elpui, pbrjSe rrjs opuo-

XoyovpLevrjs, p-'Q^* t^v exovai nves rcJbv TreTrXyjaLa-

22 Korcov /xoi Kal iravraxj] redecoprjKorcov rjpids. ravra

pcev ovv ovx oiovr^ aAAco? ^x^tv, dXX* dvdyKT)

arepyeLV rots yj8r] avp^e^rjKoaL.

HoXXcov Se pLoi Xoyojv e(j>earcLr<xJV , dTTopco no-

repov dvriKarrjyopco rcov eWiapLevcov del rt ijjev-

headai irepi pLOV /cat Xeyeiv dveTTtr'qSetov roX-

piiovrcov dAA' el <^avelrjv OTTovSal^iov /cat ttoAAou?

Xoyovs TTOLOupievos Trepl dvOpcoTTCOv ovs ovSels

V7TelXrj(f)ev d^lovs etvai Xoyov, ScKalcos dv paopos

23 eirat hoKolrjV. aAAo. rovrovs VTTepchdjv dno-

Xoydjpiai TTpos rovs dSlKws p-oi rdJv Ihnorcbv

(f)dovovvras , Kal 7retpcD/xat SiSctcr/cet;' avrovs (hs

ov SiKalcDS ov8e TrpoarjKovrcos Trepi p,ov ravrrjv

exovcri rrjV yvojpLiqv; Kal ris ovk dv KarayvoLiq

piov TToXXrjv dvocav, el rovs ptrjSev St' erepov

SvaKoXws TTpos /xe SiaKeipievovs t] Sta ro SoKeXv

Xo.pi€vra}s elprjKevai Trepl rivcov, rovrovs olrjdelr]V

opiolojs St,aXex6^ls cjOTTep irporepov Travaeiv em
rots Xeyoptevots XvTTOvptevovs, aAA' ov ptdXXov
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own powers that no one could be credited for a

moment who asserted that I myself resorted to such

pretensions. But in truth it was with good reason

that I deplored at the beginning of my speech the

misfortune which has attended me all my life in this

respect. For this is the cause of the false reports

which are spread about me, of the calumny and
prejudice which I suffer, and of my failure to attain

the reputation which I deserve—either that which
should be mine by common consent or that in which I

am held by certain of my disciples who have known
me through and through. However, this cannot now
be changed and I must needs put up with what has

already come to pass.

Many things come to my mind, but I am at a loss

just what to do. Should I turn upon my enemies and
denounce those who are accustomed always to speak
falsely of me and do not scruple to say things which
are repugnant to my nature ? But if I showed that I

took them seriously and wasted many words on men
whom no one conceives to be worthy of notice I should

justly be regarded as a simpleton. Should I, then,

ignore these sophists and defend myself against those

of the lay public who are prejudiced against me,
attempting to convince them that it is neither just

nor fitting for them to feel towards me as they do ?

But who would not impute great folly to me, if, in

dealing with men who are hostile to me for no other

reason than that I appear to have discoursed cleverly

on certain subjects, I thought that by speaking just as

I have spoken in the past I should stop them from
taking offence at what I say and should not instead
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aXyi]cr€LV, dXXcos re kov (f)av6j [M-qSe vvv ttco

ttjAlkovtos cl>v TTeiravfievos TrapaXrjpcov;

24 'AAAa fJLrjv ovS' eKeivo TTOielv ouSei? a.v fMOi

[238] orvjjL^ovXevaeLev, dfieX'qaavTL rovTWV Kal ixera^v

Kara^aXovrt, Trepaiveiv rov Xoyov, ov TrpoT^prjfiai

^ovXofxevos eTTtSet^at ttjv ttoXiv '^fxcbv ttXclovcov

dyadcbv alriav yeyevrjpiev'qv toIs "Ei?iXrjat,v r] t7]V

AaKeSaifjiovLWV el yap tovt* tJSt] ttololtjv fn^re

TeXos eTndels tols yeypajjifievoi^ fi-^re avyKXeiaas

rrjv dpx'Tjv rojv p-qdijaeaOat fxeXXovrcov rfj reXevrfj

rcov rjSr] Trpoeiprjjxevcov, ofioios dv elvac So^aifxi

rots CLKfj Kal ^opTLKCos Kal )(vSrjv 6 tl dv eTreXdrj

Xeyovcriv a (JjvXaKreov rjjjilv iariv.

25 Y^pdriaTov ovv e^ dnavTCov tovtcov, Trepl c5v to

reXevraZov pie Ste^aXXov d7TO(f)7jvdiJ,evov a So/cet

p,OL, TOT rjSr^ Xeyeiv rrepl cov e^ dpx'^js SLevorjdrjV

olpiaL yap, r^v i^eveyKO) ypdipas Kai ttolt^gco ^avepdv

rjv exoi yvcLpLriv Trepi re rrjg TratSeta? /cat tcov

TTOLrjrdJv, Travaeiv avrovs i/jevSels TrXdrrovTas

alrtas Kal Xeyovrag 6 tl dv rvx(JOGLV.

26 Trjs piev ovv TraiSeias tt]s vtto twv Trpoyovcov

KaraXeLijideLarjs roaovrov Seco Kara(f)povelv, oiare

Kal TTjv
€(f)'

r]p,d)v KaraaTadelaav eTraLvco, Xeyo)

Se T7]v re yecopierpLav Kal rrjV darpoXoyiav Kal

sjp Tovs SiaXoyovs tovs epiariKovs KaXovp,evovs, ols

" Obviously he resents bitterly some attack upon him in

recent years. Possibly it came from the " Eristics," to the

value of whose teaching he makes a condescending conces-

sion in 26. These are not the " Eristics " mentioned in

Against the Sophists (see 1-8 and notes), who belong to an
earlier period, but those referred to in Antid. 258 and Epist.

V. 3 ff.—namely Aristotle and his followers who had been

hard on Isocrates (see Blass, Die attische Beredsamkeit ii.
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add to their annoyance, especially if it should appear

that even now at this advanced age I have not ceased

from " speaking rubbish " ?

But neither would anyone, I am sure, advise me to

neglect this subject and, breaking off in the midst of

it, to go on and finish the discourse which I elected to

write in my desire to prove that our city had been the

cause of more blessings to the Hellenes than the city

of the Lacedaemonians. For if I should now proceed
to do this \\ithout bringing what I have written to any
conclusion and without joining the beginning of what
is to be said to the end of what has been spoken, I

should be thought to be no better than those who
speak in a random, slovenly, and scattering manner
whatever comes into their heads to say. And this I

must guard against.

The best course, therefore, that I can take under
all these conditions is to set before you what I think

about the last attempts " to arouse prejudice against

me and then proceed to speak on the subject which I

had in mind from the first. For I think that if I

succeed by my ^\Titing in bringing out and making
clear what mv views are about education and about
the poets, I shall stop my enemies from fabricating

false charges and speaking utterlv at random.
Now in fact, so far from scorning the education

which was handed down by our ancestors, I even
commend that which has been set up in our own day
—I mean geometry, astronomy, and the so-called

eristic dialogues,^ which our young men dehght in

p. 65). This is supported by the fact that the critics here
referred to frequented the Lyceum. Blass, however (ii.

pp. 68, 69), thinks that Isocrates has here in mind especially

Speusippus.
" Cf. Antid. 265 and note.
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OL ^ev vewrepoL /xaAAor ;(at/)OUCTi tov Seovros, tcov

Se TTpea^vrepajv ovhels eariv oaris av dveKTOvg
27 avrovs elvaL (^rja^iev. dAA' o/jlcds iyd) tois copfxr]-

jxevois €7tI ravra TTapaKeXeyopLa l TTOvelv /cat TTpoa-

e;^€tv TOV vovv aTracrt tovtols, Xdycov cos et Kal

fXTjSev aXXo BvvaraL ra pLadrjyuara ravra iroLelv

dyadov, dAA ovv aTrorpeTret ye rovs vecorepovg

TToXXaJv dAAa»i^ dfxaprrjfxdrcov. roZs pi^v ovv riqXt-

KovTOis ovhiiTOT^ dv evpedrjvat vopiL^co Siarpt^ds

28 ctx^eXipLCorepas rovrcov ovhe /xdAAov TrpeTTOvaas' rots

Se TTpea^vrepoLs Kal rots et? dvSpas SeSoKipia-

/^^•^^ . crpievois ovKeri <^irjpl rds jieXiras ravras dppLor-
^ reiv. dpGi yap iviovs ra>v cttl rois /ita^T^/xacrt

rovroig ovrws d7TrjKpi^a)pi€VO)v ware Kal rovs

d'AAou? SiSdaKeiv, ovr^ evKaipcos rats €Tnariqp.ais

als e)(Ovai ^^pcopbivovs, ev re raXs dAAai? rrpay-

pLareiaLs rats TrepL rov ^iov d(f>pov€arepovs ovrag

29 TCOV fxadiqraiv 6kvcl> yap elireiv rGiV otKercov. rrjv

avrrjv Se yvco/jirjv e;\;a> Kal Trepi rcov 8r)p,r]yop€Xv

Swajxevajv Kal rcJov Trepl rrjv ypa(f)rjv ttjv rdJv

Xoycov evSoKipLOVvrcov , oXa>s Se Trepl dirdvrwv rcov

TTepl rds re)(yas Kai rds eTnarrjpias /cat ra?

Svvdpiets 8ia(f)ep6vrcov. otSa yap /cai rovrojv rovs

TToXXovs ovre ra Trepl a^ds avrovs KaXcbs SicpK-q-

Koras ouT^ ev rais iStai? avvovaiais dveKrovs ovras,

rrjs re So^rjg rijs raJv crvpLTToXirevopievcov oX(,ya>-

povvras, dXXoiV re TToXXayv Kal jxeydXcov dpi.aprrjp.d-

[239] rijov yepLovrag- oior ov8e rovrovs rjyovpiat p.erexeiv

Tfjs e^ecos Trepl rjg eyd) rvyxdvco dtaXey6p,evos.

30 TiVas" ovv KaXdJ TreTraLSevpcevovs, eTreiSr] rds

rexvas Kal rds eTnanqpias Kal rds Svvdpieis aTTO-

hoKLpidt^oj; TTpcjrov pLev rovs KaXcbs ;^/oa)jU,eVoys'
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more than they should, although among the older

men not one would not declare them insufferable.

Nevertheless, I urge those who are inclined towards

these disciplines to work hard and apply themselves to

all of them, saying that even if this learning can

accomplish no other good, at any rate it keeps the

young out of many other things which are harmful.

Nay, I hold that for those who are at this age no more
helpful or fitting occupation can be found than the

pursuit of these studies ; but for those who are older

and for those who have been admitted to man's estate

I assert that these dijcipliries are no longer suitable.

For I observe that some of those Avho have become
so thoroughly versed in these studies as to instruct

others in them fail to use opportunely the knowledge
which they possess, while in the other activities of life

they are less cultivated " than their students—

I

hesitate to say less cultivated than their servants. I

have the same fault to find also ^vith those who are

skilled in oratory and those who are distinguished for

their >\Titings and in general with all who have
superior attainments in the arts, in the sciences, and in

specialized skill. For I know that the majority even
of these men have not set their own house in order,

that they are insupportable in their private inter-

course, that they belittle the opinions of their fellow-

citizens, and that thev are given over to manv other

grave offences. So that I do not think that even
these may be said to partake of the state of culture of

which I am speaking.

Whom, then, do I call educated, since I exclude the
arts and sciences and specialties ? First, those who

" See General Introd. pp. xxv ff.
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rots' TTpay/JLaaL rot? /caret rrjv rjfjiepav eKaaTrjv npoa-
TTLTTTovai, /Cttt TTiv 86^av eTn,TV)(T] Tcbv Kaipcbv e^ov-

ras /cat Svvafxevqv cog iirl to ttoXv aro-)(^a.t,€adai

31 Tov avfjL(f)€povTog' eVetra rovs TrpeTTOvroJS /cat

St/caio)? ofiLXovvras roXs del TrXriaLdl,ovai, /cat ra?

IX€V Twv dWcov drj^Las /cat ^apvrrjras evKoXcog

/cat paSicos (f)€povTas, a<f)ds S' avrovs (x)S Swarov
eXacfypordrovs Kal pierpnordrovs tols avvovai irap-

exovTas' en tovs tcov [xev rjSovcbv del Kparovvras,

rcov Be (jvijLcf)opa)v p,r) Xiav rjrrcofjievovs, dAA'

avBpcoBdJs ev avrals BiaKeip^evovs Kal rrjs (l>v(jecos

32 d^lcos ^s fierexovres rvyxdvop^ev reraprov, OTrep

fjLeyiarov, rovs p,r) Bi,a(f)det,pop,€VOVS vtto tcov

evTTpaytwv piiqh^ e^LcrTafxevovs avTCov fJirjB^ vneprj-

(f)dvovs yiyvopuevovs, dAA' epup^evomas rfj rct^et ttj

rcijv ev (f)povovvTcov , /cat p^rj p,dXXov ;\;at/3ovras' rots'

^ta_ri^7ji' virdp^auLv dyadoZs •?) rots Sict ttjv

aVTCov (l>vaiv Kac (^poviqaiv e^ dpx^S yiyvopievois

.

TOVS Be fiTj fiovov TTpos ev TOVTOJV dAAd /cat irpos

aiTOVTa Tavra Trjv e^iv ttjs ifsvx'fjs evdpp,oaTOV

exovTas, Tovrovs (/}'rjp.l Kal cjipovipiovs elvai Kal re-

Xeovs dvBpas Kal rrdaag exetv Tag dperds.

33 riept p.ev ovv tcov 7re7TatBevp,evcov Tvyxo-vco

TavTa yiyvcbcTKCov. Trepl Be ttjs 'Op.'qpov Kal Trjs

'HcioSou /cat r^s' tcov dXXcov TTOirjaecDS eTridvpbco

piev eiTreiv, olpLai yap dv iravaai tovs ev tco

AvKeicp paijjcpBovvTas TdKeivcov Kal XrjpovvTas

Trepl avTcov, alcrOdvopat B' epiavTov e^co <f)epo-

puevov Trjs avp,p.eTpias rrjs avvTeTaypievrjs rots

34 TTpOOipiLOlS' eOTl S' dvBpOS VOVV eXOVTOS pif] T7]V

" See General Introd, p. xxvii ; Against the Sophists 3,

16, 17 ; Antid. 184, 271.
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raanag^e well the circumstances which they encounter
day by day, and who possess a judgement which is

accurate in meeting occasions as they arise and rarely

misses the expedient course of action ;
" next, those

who are decent and honourable in their intercourse

with all with whom they associate, tolerating easily

and good-naturedly what is unpleasant or offensive in

others and being themselves as agreeable and reason-

able to their associates as it is possible to be ; further-

more, those who hold their pleasures always under
control ^*^n^are hot unduly overcome by their mis-
fortunes^<5^ bearing up under them bravely and in a -

manner worthy of our common nature ; finally, and
most important of all, those who are not spoiled by
successes and do not desert their true selves and
become arrogant,** but hold their ground^teadfastly
as intelligent men, not rejoicing in the good things,

which have come to them through chance rather than
in those which through their own nature and intelh-

gence are theirs from their birth. Those who have a

,

character which is in accord, not with one of these
things, but with all of them—these, I contend, are
^\ise and complete men, possessed of all the virtues.

These then are the \'iews which I hold regarding
educated men. As to the poetry of Homer and
Hesiod and the rest, I would fain speak—for I think
that I could silence those who chant their verses and
prate about these poets in the Lyceum—but I per-
ceive that I am being carried beyond the due limits

which have been assigned to an introduction ; and it

behoves a man of taste not to indulge his resourceful-

* Cf. To Demonicus 21 and note ; To Nicocles 29.
' See To Demonicvs 42 and note.

^ Cf. 196, 197.
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evTTopiav ayairdv, ^r exu rts" vrept Ta)v avrwv
TrXeiio Tcbv d'AAajr elTreZv, aAAo, ttjv evKaipiav

ota(f)vXdTTeLV vnep Sv av del rvyxoLvr) StaAeyo-

fjievos' onep epLol TTOir^reov eariv. irepl fxev ovv

rcJbv TTOLrjTOjv avdis ipovpiev, rjv p,-q fM€ TrpoaveXr)

TO yrjpas, rj irepl arrovSaiorepcov TrpaypLaTOiv e^w

[240] T^' Xeyeiv rj tovtojv.

35 Ylepl 8e ra)v rrjs ttoXcojs evepyeaLcov roJv els

Tovs "EAATyi^as" rjSrj TTOLijaofjiaL tovs Xoyovs, ov^

cos ov TrXeiovs iTraivovs 7T€7Toir][jievos rrepl avrrjs ttj

avjjLTTavTes ol nepl ttjv TTolrjaiv /cat Toys' Xoyovs

6vT€S' ov firjv ofioLCDS Kal vvv. t6t€ p,€v yap iv

Xoyois vepl irepiDV Trpayfidrcov efiefxvqfirjv avrrjs,

vvv 8e TTepl ravT7]s ttjv viroOeaiv TToirjudfjievos

.

36 OVK ayvooj S rjXLKos cov oaov epyov ivlcrrafxai to

fieyeOos, aAA' dKpi^cJos etSto? Kal noXXdKis elprjKcos

on rd jjLev fJLiKpd rcov Trpayfxdrcov pdhiov rots

Xoyois av^rjaaL, rots S' VTrep^dXXovai rdjv epycov

/cat TO) fieyedei, Kal rep /caAAet ;\;aAe7rov' i^iacoaai

37 rovs eTracvovs. dXX' op-cos ovBev p^dXXov dno-
arareov avrcbv iariv, dAA' inLreXeareov , rjv rrep

eVt t,rjv SvvTjdcop.ev, dXXcos re Kal ttoXXcov p,e Trap-

o^vvovrcov ypdt^cLV avrov, TTpcorov p,ev rcov eWi-

ap.evu}v daeXycos KarrjyopeZv rrjs TToXeojs rjixdjv,

erretra rcov ^aptevrcos p-ev dneiporepcos Se Kai

38 KaraSeearepcos erraivovvrcov avrrjv, eVt Se roJv

irepcov p,dXXov evXoyeiv roXp.covrcov ovk avOpco-

7TIVC0S dAA' ovrcos ware ttoXXovs dvrirarreadai

TTpos avrovs, rrdvrcov 8e pudXiara rrjs rjXiKias rrjs

" A promise not fulfilled.

" Cf. Antid. 166.
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ness, when he has more to say on a given subject than

the other speakers, but to preserve always the element
of timeliness no matter on what subject he may have
occasion to speak—a principle which I must observe.

Therefore I shall speak on the poets at another time "

provided that my age does not first carrj' me off and
that I do not have something to say on subjects more
important than this.

I shall now proceed to discourse upon the bene-
factions ofAthens to the Hellenes, not that I have not
sung the praises of our city more than all others put
together who have written in poetry or prose.** I

shall not speak, however, as on former occasions ;

for then I celebrated Athens incidentally to other

matters, whereas now Athens herself shall be mv
theme. But I do not fail to appreciate how great an
undertaking this is for me at my time of life ; on the

contrary, I know full well, and have often said," that

while it is easy to magnify little things by means of

discourse, it is difficult to find terms of praise to match
deeds of surpassing magnitude and excellence.

Nevertheless, I may not desist on that account from
my task, but must carry it through to the end, if

indeed I am enabled to live to do so, especially since

many considerations impel me to write upon this

theme myself : first, is the fact that some are in the
habit of recklessly denouncing our city ; second, that

while some have praised her gracefully, they have
lacked appreciation of their theme and treated it

inadequately ; furthermore, that others have not
scrupled rather to glorify her, not in human terms,
but so extravagantly as to arouse the hostility ofmany
against them ; and, lastly, there is the fact of my

« Helen 13, Vol. III., L.C.L.
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TTapovcrqg, 7] rovs dXXovs ire^VK^v aTTorpeTTeiv

iXTTi^o) yap, ^v jxev Karopdcoaoj, /xet^o) XTJijjeadai

So^av rrjg VTTap)(ovaiqs , rjv 8' evhelarepov rvxoj

SiaAe;^^ets', ttoAAt^s" o-vyyvcLfxrjs rev^eadai rrapa

TCOV OLKOVOVTWV

.

39 "^A jxev ovv i^ovX-qd-qv /cat Trepl ip,avTOV /cat TTcpl

rwv dXXcov axJTTep X'^P^^ ^po tov dycovos irpoava-

^aXeadaL raur' icTTcv. rjyovfiaL 8e XPV^^^ rovs

^ovXofjievovs iyKcofiLaaaL nvd twv TToXecov aKpi^aJs

/cat St/catoj? p-rj povov irepi avrrjg TTOLeiadai rovs

Xoyovs T^? TTporjprjpivoL rvyxd-vovaiv , dAA' coarrep

Trjv 7rop(f)vpav /cat tov xP^^^^ decopovpev /cat

8oKLp,d^op.€v erepa TrapaSetKvvovTes twv /cat ttjv

otpiv opoiav exovTCDV koI ttjs Ttprjs ttjs avTrjg

40 d^LOvpevcov, ovtco /cat rat? TrdAeat TraptCTrarat pr]

ra? piKpds TOLS p-eydXais, prjSe ra? TrdvTa tov

vpdvov V(f)' eTepais ovaas tols dpx^f'V eLdiapevai-s,

[241] pirjhe Tag ad)t,eadaL Scopevas Trpos Tag ad)t,€LV

Svvapevas, dXXd Tas TrapaTrX-qaiav /cat ttjv Svvap,i.v

ixovaas /cat nepl Tag aura? Trpd^eig yeyevrjpevag

/cat rat? e^ovaiaig opoiais Kexprjpevas' ovtco yap
dv /xaAtCTTa t7]s dXrjdetag Tvxoiev.

41 ""liv Srj TLS 'qpdg tov TpoTTOV toutov aKOTrrJTai

/cat TTapa^dXXrj p-q TTpog ttjv Tvxovcrav ttoXlv dXXd

TTpos TTjv UTTapTiaTcov, TJv ol p,€v TToXXol peTpicog

eTTaivovcnv, evioi hi Tiveg oiaircp tcov rjpideaiv €K€l

7T€7ToXLT€vp€va)v pbepvTjVTaL 776/31 avTcbv, (f)avr]ao-

p,eda /cat TTJ hvvdpei Kal rat? Trpd^eai Kal rat?

" Cf. Aristotle, Rhet. iii. 14, where he compares the

prooemium of a speech to the prelude of a flute-player.

* The oligarchical party in Athens, generally, admired
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present age, which is such as to deter others from
such an undertaking. For I am hopeful that if I

succeed I shall obtain a greater reputation than that

which I now have, whereas if it turns out that I speak
indifferently well, my hearers "nill make generous
allowance for my years.

I have now finished what I wished to say by way of

prelude " about myself and others, like a chorus, as it

were, before the contest. But I think that those

who wish to be exact and just in praising any given

state ought not to confine themselves alone to the

state which they single out, but even as we examine
purple and gold and test them by placing them side by
side with articles of similar appearance and of the

same estimated value, so also in the case of states one
should compare, not those which are small -with those
which are great, nor those which are always subject to

others -with those which are wont to dominate others,

nor those which stand in need of succour with those

which are able to give it, but rather those which have
similar powers, and have engaged in the same deeds
and enjoyed a like freedom of action. For thus one
may best arrive at the truth.

If, then, one views Athens in this light and com-
pares her, not ^nth any city chosen at random, but
with the city of the Spartans, which most people
praise moderately while some * extol her as though
the demigods had there governed the state, then
Athens, in her power, in her deeds and in her bene-

Spartan institutions. Among writers, Xenophon especially
(see his Constitution of Sparta) was emphatic in his praise
of them. The Athenian philosophers, also, were wont to

contrast the rigour and discipline of the Spartan with the
slackness of the Athenian ways of life. See Nieocles 21 and
note.
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evepyeaiatg ralg Trepl rovg "EAAi^va? vXeov arro-

AeAotTTores' avTovs r) 'k€lvoi tovs dXXovs.

42 Toi)? fJi-^v ovv TTaXaiovg dyajvag tovs virep rcov

'^XXt^vcov yeyevrjiiivovs vcrrepov ipovpev, vvv he

TTOL-qaofJiaL irepl eKeivcov rovs Xoyovs dp^dpevos,

CTreiS?) Kareaxov rag TToXeis rds 'A;(;ait8as' /cat

TTpos ^Apyeiovs Kal M.€cr(Tr}vl.ovs 8i,€iXovTO tt^v

)(copav ivTeudev yap TTpoaTqKei BiaXeyeadat irepi

avTcov.

01 p,kv roivvv rjperepoL npoyovoi (fjavqaovrai

Tijv re TTpos rovs "l^XXrjvas 6p,6voiav /cat r'qv irpos

rovs ^ap^dpovs e^dpav, rjv TrapeXa^ov €K rcov

TpcoLKcov, hLa(f)vXdrrovres Kal pevovres ev rols

43 avrdls. /cat TrpdJrov p,ev rds Kf/cAaSa? vrjaovs,

7T€pl a? eyevovro rroXXal Trpayparelai, Kara rrjv

MtVco rov K.prjros Swaarelav, ravras ro reXev-

ratov VTTO KapcDv Karexop-evas, eK^aXovres e/cet-

vovs ovK e^ihidiaaadaL rds X^P^^ eroXpurjaav,

dXXd rovs pdXiora ^iov rdJv 'EiXX'^vcov Seo-

44 pevovs KarcpKLoav els avrds' Kal pera ravra

TToAAa? TToAets' e^' eKarepas rcbv rj7TeLpa>v /cat

peydXas eKriaav, Kal rovs pev ^ap^dpovs av-

eareiXav drro rrjs OaXdrrrjs, rovs 8' "EAAT^va?

iSiha^av ov rpoirov Stot/cowres" rds avrwv TrarptSas

Kal TTpos ovs TToXepLOVvres peydXqv dv rrjv 'EAAaoa

TTOiT^aeiav.

45 Aa/ceSat/xop-tot Se TTepl rov avrov xpdvov rouovrov

aTTeaxov rov TTpdrreiv ri rd)v avrcbv rols rjperepois

« He does so in 191 ff.

'' In the northern Peloponnese. For the Dorian Invasion

of the Peloponnese see Grote, Hist. vol. ii. pp. 2 ff. Cf.

Archid. 16 ff., Vol. I., L.C.L.



PANATHENAICUS, 41-45

I factions to the Hellenes, will be seen to have out-

distanced Sparta more than Sparta the rest of the

world.

Of the ancient struggles which they have under-
gone in behalf ofthe Hellenes, I shall speak hereafter."

Now, however, I shall begin M-ith the time when the

Lacedaemonians conquered the cities of Achaea*" and
di\ided their territory with the Argives and the
Messenians ; for it is fitting to begin discussing them
at this point.

Now our ancestors ^^^ll be seen to have preserved
without ceasing the spirit of concord towards the
Hellenes and of hatred towards the barbarians which
they inherited from the Trojan War and to have
remained steadfast in this policy. First they took
the islands of the Cyclades,'' about which there had
been much contention during the overlordship of
Minos of Crete and which finally were occupied by
the Carians,** and, haxing driven out the latter,

refrained from appropriating the lands of these
islands for themselves, but instead settled upon
them those of the Hellenes who were most lack-

ing in means of subsistence. And after this, they
founded many great cities on both continents,*

swept the barbarians back from the sea, and taught
the Hellenes in what way they should manage their

own countries and against whom they should wage
war in order to make Hellas great.

The Lacedaemonians, on the other hand, about the
same time were so far from carrying out the same

' In the campaigns of the so-called " Ionian Migration."
See Paneg. 34 ff.

" See Herod, i. 171.
« Europe and Asia

—

north and south of the Hellespont.
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/cat Tov Tot? jxev ^ap^dpoig TToXefxeZv rovg S

"EXXrjvas evepyerelv, loor ovV rjarv)(Lav d-yetv

TjdeXrjaav, aAA' exovreg ttoXlv aXXorpiav kol x^P^^
[242] ov fxovov LKavT^v, aAA' ocrrjv ovhepila ttoXis tojv

YiXXrjvihcjv , ovK earep^av ctti rourots', aAAa jxa-

46 66vT€S e^ avTcov tcov arvjxPe^rjKorcov Kara pukv

Tovs v6p,ovs rds T€ TToXeLg /cat rag ;\;a>pas' tovtcjjv

elvau SoKovcras, rcbv opdajg /cat vofxifxojs Krrjaa-

fxevwv, Kara Se ttjv dX-qdetav tovtojv yLyvofxevas,

Tojv rd 7T€pl TOV TToXejxov [xaXiGT daKovvrojv /cat

viKov iv rals /Lta;^at? tovs TToXepuiovg Svvafxevcov,

TavTa SiavoTjdevTes, dp^eXr^cjavTes yecupytcbv /cat

TexvdJv /cat Tcbv aXXiov dTrdvTOJV, ovhev eTravovTO

/card /xtav eKdoTrjv tcov iroXeaiV tcov iv IleAoTroi^-

vijcrcp TToXiopKovvTes /cat KaKcog TTOLovvTeg, ecog drra-

aag KaTecjTpeiJjavTO TrXrjv Trjg 'Apyeicov.

47 Tivve^aivev ovv i^ Sv pev rjpeXg inpaTTopev,

av^dveadai re ttjv EAAaSa /cat ttjv ^vpcoTrrjv

KpetTTCO yiyveadai Trjg 'Aacag, /cat TTpog TOVTOig

TCOV pev 'KXX'qvcov Tovg diropovvTag rroXeig Xap-

^dvetv /cat ;^CL>pas", rcov Se ^ap^dpcov Tovg eWcapd-

vovg v^pit^eiv €KTTL7TTet,v e/c Trjg avTcov /cat cf)povetv

eXaTTov r) npoTepov i^ (Lv Se STraprtarat, Tr]v

CKeivcov povrjv pbeydXrjv yiyveuBai,, /cat rraacbv pev

TCOV €V YleXoTTOvv-qacp TToXecov apx^LV, Talg S' aAAatS"

<f>o^€pdv €LvaL /cat TToXXrjg depaireiag Tvy^dveLV nap
48 avTcov. eTTaLvelv pev ovv hiKatov eoTi ttjv Tolg

dXXoig TToAAcov' dyaOcbv aiTiav yeyevrjpevqv, SeLvrjv

Se vop,it^€iv Tr)v avTrj Ta avp(f)€povTa SiaTrpaTTopevqv,

/cat (fiiXovg p,ev Troieladai TOvg opoLcog avTolg re /cat

" For the Spartan Conquest of the Peloponnese see

Grote, Hist. ii. pp. 418 fF.
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policy as our ancestors—from waging war on the

barbarians and benefiting the Hellenes—that they
were not even wilhng to refrain from aggression, but
although they held an alien city and a territory not

only adequate but greater than any other city of

Hellas possessed, they were not satisfied with what
they had ; on the contrary', ha\ing learned from the

actual course of events that while according to law
states and territories are deemed to belong to those

who have duly and lawfully acquired them, in fact,

however, they fall into the hands of those who are

most practised in the art of warfare and are able to

conquer their enemies in battle—thinking upon these

things, they neglected agriculture and the arts and
everything else and did not cease laying siege to the

cities in the Peloponnesus one by one and doing
violence to them until they overthrew them all with

the exception of Argos."

And so it resulted from the policy which we
pursued that Hellas waxed great, Europe became
stronger than Asia, and, furthermore, the Hellenes

who were in straitened circumstances received

cities and lands, while the barbarians who were
wont to be insolent were expelled from their oa^ti

territory and humbled in their pride ; whereas the

results ofthe Spartan policy were that their city alone

became strong, dominated all the cities in the Pelo-

ponnesus, inspired fear in the other states, and was
courted by them for her favour. In justice, however,
we should praise the city which has been the author
of many blessings to the rest of the world but should
reprehend the state which is ever striWng to effect its

own advantage ; and we should cultivate the friend-

voL. 11 2d 401
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TOLS dXXois %/ocojU.eVous", (f>o^eladai 8e /cat hehievai

Tovs TTpos (y(f)ds jxkv avTOVs (l>s hvvarov OLKeiorara

SiaKeifxevovs, Trpos 8e tovs aXXovs aXXorpicos xat

TToXefMtKibs rrjv avrcov SioLKOVvras.

Trjv jxev ovv dpx'riv e/carepa toXv TToXeoiv roLavrrjV

49 CTTOLrjaaTO . )(p6v<v S' varepov yevopiivov rod Yiep-

aiKov TToAe/xoy, /cat H.ep^ov rod Tore ^aaiXevov-

Tos rpi'qpeLs p,€v avvayayovros TpLaKoatas /cat

y^iXias, TTJs Se Tre^Tys" arparids TrevraKoaias p^ev

p,vpid8as Tcov aTTavTcov, €^Sop,'qKovTa 8e raJv

p,axip'0)v, TTyAiKauTTy 8e Svvdp,eL OTparevaavTOS €7ti

60 TOVS "EAAT^vas', STraprtarat pL€v dp)(OVT€s HeXoirov-

vqaicjov els ttjv vavpLa)(Lav rrjv rroLiqaaaav poirqv

aTTavTos Tov 7ToXep,ov 8e/ca p,6vov avve^dXovro

[243] rpiripeLS, ol 8e uarepes rjp,d)v avdararoi yevopLevot

/cat TTjv ttoXlv eKXeXoiTTores 8ta ro pi^r) Terefx^iadaL

/car' eKelvov rov xpovov TrXeiovs vavs TrapeaxovTO

/cat pLel^co SvvapLLv exovaas t) avp^Travres ol avyKiv-

51 hvvevcravres' /cat arpaTTjyov ol piev Kvpv^idSrjv, o?

el reXos eTred-qKev ols hievo'qdrj TTpdrreiv, ov8ev dp

cKcoXvev aTToAojAeVat tovs "EiXXrjvas , ol 8' rjperepoi

QepLLGTOKXea tov 6p,oXoyovp,evu)s aTraoLV atTiov etvat

8o^avTa /cat tov ttjv vavpLaxlav yeveadai /cara

TpoTTOv /cat TCx)v dXXiov dTrdvTCDV Twv iv eKeLvcp

52 TO) xpdvoj KaTopdojdevTCov . TeKp.'qpiov 8e peyioTov

" For conduct of Athens and Sparta in the Persian Wars,
49-52, compare Paneg. 71-74, 85-98.

^ " An innumerable army " in Paneg. 93. See note,

Isocrates, Vol. I. p. 176, L.C.L.
" See Paneg. 96 ; Archid. 43, Vol. I., L.C.L.
^ See Paneg. 98, note.
« Of. Paneg. 98. Eurybiades and the Peloponnesians
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ship of those who do by others just as they do by
themselves, but should abhor and shun those who feel

the utmost degree of self-love, while governing their

state in a spirit inimical and hostile to the world

at large.

Such was the beginning made by each of these two
states. But at a later time, when the Persian War
took place " (Xerxes, who was then king, having
gathered together a fleet of thirteen hundred triremes

and a land force numbering five millions in all, includ-

ing seven hundred thousand fighting men, and led

this vast force ** against the Hellenes), the Spartans,

although they were masters of the Peloponnesus,
contributed to the sea-fight which determined the

issue of the whole war only ten triremes, whereas our
ancestors, although they were homeless, having
abandoned Athens '^ because the city had not been
fortified with walls at that time, furnished not only a

greater number of ships, but ships with a greater

fighting force, than all the rest combined who fought
together in that battle.** Again, the Lacedae-
monians contributed to this battle the leadership of

Eurybiades, who, had he carried into effect what he
intended to do, could have been prevented by nothing
in the world from bringing destruction upon the

Hellenes, whereas the Athenians furnished Themis-
tocles, who, by the common assent of all, was credited

with being responsible for the victorious outcome of

that battle as well as for all the other successes which
were achieved during that time.* And the greatest

generally, including Corinth, favoured the removal of the

fleet from Salamis to the Isthmus of Corinth. ThemLstocles
thwarted this retreat. Herod, viii. 57 ff. The account in

Plutarch's Themistocles is closer to that of Isocrates.
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a(f>e\6^€voi yap KaKchaiyLOviovs ttjv rjyefioviav ol

GvyKLvSvvevaavreg tols rjfx^repoLS TrapeSoaav. Kairoi

TLvas av Tis Kpiras iKavcDrepovs TTOtrjaraLTO Kai

TTLarorepovg rojv rore 7Tpa)(9evT(x)v rj rovs iv avToXs

ToXs aycbai irapayevopievovs ; riva 8' av ris ^v-

epyealav eiTrelv €xot ravT'qs p.€it,(jo, rrjs aVacrav t7]v

EAAaSa acoaai SvvrjdeiaT^s

;

63 Mera ravra rolvvv avve^rj Kvpiav cKarepav yc-

veadai rijs apx'rjs ttjs Kara ddXarrav, t^v oTTorepoL

av KaTaaxcoGLV, vtttjkoovs e\ovaL ra? rrXeiaras twv
TToXecov. oAco? p^ev ovv ovSerepav eiraivco' ttoAAci

yap av tis avrals imTLp-qaeLev ov prjv dXXa /cat

TTcpl TTjv cTT^peXeiav ravTTjv ovk eXarrov avrcov

diT]veyKap€v r) Trepl rdg 77/>a^ei? tols oXtya) irporepov

54 eiprjpeva'S . ol pev yap rjperepot Trarepes eneidov

rovs Gvppd)(ovs TTOieladai iroXireiav ravTrjv, yjvTrep

avTOL SiereXovv dyaTTCovTes' o arjpdov iarcv ev-

voias Kai ^iXias, orav rtves Trapaivcoai tols dXXoLS

XP'i]ordo.L TovTois, aTTep av a(f)iaiv avTols avp<f>epeiv

VTToXd^cocrLv AaKeSaipovLOL Se KaTcaTr^aav ovd

opoiav Tjj Trap* avToZs ouTe rat? aXXoQi ttov yeyevrj-

pivais, dXXd 8e/ca povovs dvSpas KVpiovs €KdaT7]s

TTJs TToXecos i7TOL7]aav, cbv eTTLxeiprjaas av tls /car-

rjyopelv Tpels ri T€TTapas r^pepas avvexdJs ovSev av

pepos €lpr)K€vai So^ete tcov e/cetVotj rjpapTrjpevoiv

.

" See Paneg. 72.
* For contrast between the empire of Athens and that of

Sparta, 53-61, compare Paneg. 104 ff.

" Cf. Paneg. 16.
** Here he uses the inoifensive word fVi/xAeta, supervision,

to convey the feeling that the empire of Athens cared for the

interests of the confederate states.

« See Paneg. 104-106.
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proof of this is that those who then fought together

took the hegemony away from the Lacedaemonians
and conferred it upon our ancestors." And yet what
more competent or trustworthy judges could one find

of what then took place than those who had a part in

those very struggles ? And what benefaction could

one mention greater than that which was able to save

all Hellas ?

Now after these events it came about that each
of these cities in turn gained the empire of the sea *

—

a power such that whichever state possesses it holds

in subjection most of the states of Hellas.*' As to

their use of this power in general, I commend neither

Athens nor Sparta ; for one might find many faults

with both. Nevertheless, in this supervision ** the
Athenians surpassed the Lacedaemonians no less

than in the deeds which I have just mentioned. For
our fathers tried to persuade their allies to establish

the very same polity in their cities as they them-
selves had continually cherished ;

* and it is a sign

of good vriW and friendship when any people urge
it upon others to use those institutions which they
conceive to be beneficial to themselves. The Lace-
daemonians, on the other hand, set up in their

subject states a poUty which resembled neither that
which obtained among themselves nor those which
have existed anyvvhere else in the world ; nay, they
vested in ten men ^ alone the government of each
of the states—men of such a character that were
one to attempt to denounce them for three or four
days without pause he would appear to have covered
not a fraction of the v\Tongs which have been per-

' For these " decarchies " and their misrule see Paneg.
110-114.
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65 /ca^' eKaoTov fX€v ovv Sie^teVai Trepl raJv tolovtojv

Kai ToaovTOJV ro TrXrjdos dvo-qrov eariv oAi'ya 8e

[244] Kad* d-n-dvTcov elTrelv, a roZs OLKovaacTLV 6pyr)v d^iav

efjiTTonjaeiev dv rdJv TTCTTpayixevcov, vecorepos jxev cov

lacjs dv i^evpov, vvv S' ovhev iTrepxeraL fxot, tol-

OVTOV, aAA' drrep aTraaLV, on Toaovrov CKelvoi

8L-qveyKav dvopia /cat nXeove^ta rcov vpoyeyevrj-

pi€va)v, coar ov p.6vov avrovs dTTOjXeaav /cat tovs

<f)LXovs /cat rds varpiSas rds avrcbv, dXXd /cat

AaKeSaipiovLovs Trpos rovs crvp,p,dxovs Sia^aXovres

els TOLavras /cat roaavras avp,(f)opds eve^aXov,

oaas ouSets" ttwttot' avrois yevrjaeadai rrpoa-

eSoKTjaev.

56 MaAtCTra p,€V ovv ivrevdev dv rt? SvvrjdeLr] kot-

tSetv ocroj fierpicoTepov /cat Trpaorepov '^p.els rcjv

TTpayp-drcov CTre/xeArj^Tj/xet', bevrepov 8' e/c tov

prjOijaeadat peXXovros' STraprtarat p,€v yap errj

Se/ca pLoXig eneardTT^aav avrdJv, rjpels Se TreVre /cat

i^iqKovra avv€xd)S Kareaxofxev ttjv dp-)(r]V. Kairoi

TTavreg taacrt rag rroXeis rag vcf) irepois yLyvop.€vas,

OTL TrXeZarov )(p6vov tovtois Trapapevovatv v(j>' (Lv

57 av eAa;)^taTa /ca/ca Trdaxovaat, rvy)(dvcoaiv . e/c

TOVTiDV TOLvvv dp^cfiOTepai pna-qdetaaL KaTearrjaav

€Ls TToXep^ov /cat rapax'r]v, iv
fj

ttjv p,€V rjpierepav

cvpot Tts dv, diravTUiv avrfj /cat ribv 'ViXXiqvaiv /cat

TCtif ^ap^dpcov iindepievaiv , err] 8e/ca tovtois

" Isocrates elsewhere views the Spartan supremacy as
lasting from the end of the Peloponnesian War, 405-404 b.c,

to the battle of Leuctra, 371 b.c. See Phil. 47. But later in

Phil. 63-64 he speaks of Conon's naval victory at the battle

of Cnidus, 394 b.c, as the end of the Spartan rule, since it

re-established the maritime influence of Athens. The latter

is the version followed here. It is reasonable to say that
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petrated by them. To attempt to review these

wrongs in detail were foolish ; they are so many
and so grave. Were I a younger man, I might
perhaps have found means to characterize all of

their crimes in a few words which would have stirred

in my hearers an indignation commensurate with the

gravity of the things which these men have done ;

but as it is, no such words occur to me other than

those which are on the lips of all men, namely, that

they so far outdid all those who Uved before their

time in lawlessness and greed that they not only

ruined themselves and their friends and their own
countries but also brought the Lacedaemonians into

evil repute with their allies and plunged them into

misfortunes so many and so grave as no one could

have dreamed would ever be visited upon them.
You can see at once from this instance best of all

how much milder and more moderate we were in our

supervision over the aifairs of the Hellenes, but you
can see it also from what I shall now say. The
Spartans remained at the head of Hellas hardly ten

years," while we held the hegemony without inter-

ruption for sixty-five years. ^ And yet it is known
to all that states which come under the supremacy
of others remain loyal for the longest time to those

under which they suffer the least degree of oppres-

sion. Now both Athens and Lacedaemon incurred

the hatred of their subjects and were plunged into

war and confusion, but in these circumstances it will

be found that our city, although attacked by all the

Hellenes and by the barbarians as well, was able to

Sparta's supremacy by sea ceased with the battle of Cnidus
and her supremacy by land with Leuctra.

* See Paneg. 106, note.
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avTLaxelv Svvrjdelaav, Aa/ceSat/AOfious 8e Kparovv-

ras €TL Kara yrjv, Trpos Qrj^aiovs fxovovg TroAe/Ai^-

aavTas Kal /XLav fJ'Oix'r]^ rjTT-qdevTas, olttolvtcov o-tto-

areprjdevras <Zv etxov, /cat TrapaTrXrjaiaLs drup^tai?

68 xprjaapiivovs /cat (Tvp,(f)opaLs alaTrep rjixels, /cat npos

rovTOLS TTjv fiev 'qp,er€pav ttoXiv ev iXdrroaiv

ereaiv dvaXa^ovaav avrrjv -q KareTToXep.'qd'q , Hirap-

TLOLTas Se jjierd ttjv rJTTav fiyjS' iv TToXXairXaaLOJ

Xpovcx) hvvTjdevras KaraaTrjaai acf)ds avrovs et? rrjv

avTTjv e^LV i^ -^s Trep i^eTreaov, dAA' 6p,oLcos eVt /cat

vvv e^ovras.

59 To. rolvvv TTpos rovs ^ap^dpovs ws eKdrepoL

TTpoarjvixOrjpiev , BrjXojreov ert yap rovro Xoittov

ecTTLV. €ttI pev yap rrjs "qpierepas Swaareias ovk

i^rjv avrols ovt* ivros "AXvos Tret^o) aTparoTreSoj

Kara^aiveiv ovre p,aKpols ttXolois eVt rdSe TT-Aeii^

[245] OacTT^AtSos" e77t 8e rrjs AaKeSatp^oviajv ov p,6vov rod

TTopeveadai /cat TrAetj/ ottoi ^ovXrjdetev i^ovaiav

eXa^ov, dAAd /cat SeCTTTorat ttoXXcov 'EAAi^rtSajv

60 TToXeojv Kariariqaav . ttjv Stj /cat to.? crvvd'^Kas ras

TTpos ^aaiXea yevvaiorepas /cat p^eyaXot^povearepas

7Toir]aap.€vrjv , /cat rcjv TrXeLarcov /cat pieyiaroiv rols

p,ev ^ap^dpois KaKcov rols S' "EAAt^ctiv dyaOcbv

alriav yeyevr]p,€in]v, en Se rrjs 'Acrta? rr^v TrapaXiav

/cat TToXXrjv d?<X7]v x^P^^ rovs p-^v rroXepiiovs

61 d(f>eXop.€irqv rols Se avp,p,dxots Krrjaap,€V7]v , /cat

rovs pi€v v^pil,ovras rovs S' drropovvras rravaaaav,

TTpos 8e rovroLs VTrkp avrrjs re 7ToXep,-qaaaav

" The last decade of the Peloponnesian War, from what
he terms the Decelean War, 413 b.c. (see Peace 37, 84, note),

to the fall of Athens, 404-403 b.c.

* Leuctra, 371 b.c. ' See Peace, 105.
'' Under the Peace of Antalcidas. See Paneg. 115, note.
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hold out against them for ten years," while the

Lacedaemonians, though still the leading power by
land, after waging war against the Thebans alone

and being defeated in a single battle, *" were stripped

of all the possessions which they had held and
involved in misfortunes and calamities which were
very similar to these which overtook ourselves.*'

More than that, our city recovered her power in less

vears than it took to overthrow it, while the Spartans

after their defeat at Leuctra have not been able

even in a period many times as long to regain the

position from which they fell, but are even now <* no
better off than they were then.

Again, I must set forth how these two cities

demeaned themselves toward the barbarians ;
*

for this still remains to be done. In the time of our

supremacv, the barbarians were prevented from
marching -with an army beyond the Halys river f

and from sailing \,-\\h. their ships of war this side of

PhaseUsjS but under the hegemony of the Lace-

daemonians not only did they gain the freedom to

march and sail wherever they pleased, but they even
became masters over many Hellenic states. Well
then, does not the city which made the nobler and
prouder covenants with the Persian king, which
brought to pass the most and the greatest injuries

to the barbarians and benefits to the Hellenes, which,

furthermore, seized from her foes the sea-coast of

Asia and much other territory besides and appro-

priated it to her allies, which put an end to the

insolence of the barbarians and the poverty of the

Hellenes, and which, besides, waged war in her owti

• Compare the treatment of this topic in Paneg. 100-132.
f See Paneg. 144.

See Paneg. 118, Areop. 80, note.
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dfjL€Lvov rrjs evBoKi/jLovanrjs rrepl ra roiavra /cat Tct?

a'UijL(f)opas dcLTTOV htaXvaajjievrjv rojv avrwv rovroiv,

TTcbs ov hiKaiov eTTatveZv /cai nixdv /xaAAov rj rrjv iv

diraai rovrois (XTroAeAet/x/xeVi^i^ ;

Yiepl fji€V ovv Tcov 7Tpa)(divrajv Trap* dXXrjXa /cat

Twi' KivSvvojv TCOV dfia /cat Trpos tovs avTOVs

yevofxevcov ev rev Trapovri ravr* el^ov elireZv.

62 oLfiai 8e tovs arjSdJs aKOVOVTag Tcof Xoycuv tov-

Tcov TOLS p-ev elprjpevois ovSev avTepeXv cu? ovk

aX-qdecTLV ovaiv, ov8 av Trpd^eig eTcpas e'^etf

etTretr nepl as AaKeSaip^ovtoL yevop.evoc rroXXcov

dyaddjv aiTLoi tois "EAAyyat KaTecrTrjaav , KaT-

63 rjyopeZv hk ttjs TToXeojs 'f]p,d)V CTnx^ip'qcreiv, ovep del

TTOietv elwdaai, /cat Sie^Uvat ra? Suo-^^e/aeararas'

TdJv TTpd^ecov TCOV eiTi TTJs dp)(rjs ttjs /cara 6d-

XaTTav yeyevrjpuevcov y /cat TCt? re St/cas" /cat ra?

Kpiaeis ra? ivddde yiyvop^ivas tols avpLpidxois

/cat Trjv TOJv <f)6pa)v eiaTrpa^iv StajSaAetv, /cat

fxaXcaTa StaTpi'^etv rrepl ra Mr^Atwv ttci^t^ /cat

HKicovaicov /cat TopcovaLcvv, OLopievovs tols /cari]-

yopiais TavTais KaTappvTTavetv ra? tt^? TrdAeo)?

64 evepyeaias ra? oAiyoj TrpoTepov elprfpiivas . eyco

8e TT/aos' d-navTa pikv Ta SiKatcos dv prjdevTa /caret

T'^S' TToAeCOS OVT^ dv SvvaLpLTjV dvT€L7T€LV OVt" dv ilTL-

XeipT^crai/jH, tovto noielv /cat yap dv alaxvvoip.r]v,

OTrep cIttov tJSt] /cat rrpoTepov, el tcov aAAwv firjSe

" Members of the Confederacy of Delos had to bring
certain law-suits, especially those which involved disloyalty

to the league in any way, to Athens for trial. See Paneg.
113, note.

* See Areop. 2, note.
"= For the treatment of Melos and Scione see Paneg. 100,
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cause more capably than that city which is famed
for her skill in warfare, and extricated herself from
her misfortimes more quickly than these same
Lacedaemonians—does not this city, I say, deserve

to be praised and honoured more than the state

which has been outdistanced by her in all these

respects ?

This, then, is what I had in mind to say on this

occasion in comparing the achievements of Athens
and Lacedaemon and the wars which they fought

at the same time and against the same adversaries.

But I think that, while those who find these words
distasteful to listen to will not deny that what I

have said is the truth nor, again, will they be able

to cite other activities ofthe Lacedaemonians through
which they brought to pass many blessings to the

Hellenes, yet they will attempt—as is ever their

habit—to denounce our city, to recount the most
offensive acts which transpired while she held the

empire of the sea, to present in a false light the

adjudication of law-suits in Athens for the allies "

and her collection of tribute ^ from them, and above
all to dwell on the cruelties suffered at her hands by
the Melians and the Scionians and the Toronians,*^

thinking by these reproaches to sully the benefac-

tions of Athens which I have just described. Now
I, for my part, could not gainsay all the things which
might justly be said against our city, nor would I

attempt to do so ; for I should be ashamed, as I have
already said in another place,** when all other men

note, and 109. Torone was captured by Cleon in 422 b.c.

The men of the town were sent as prisoners to Athens, and
the women and children sold into slavery (Thuc. v. 3).

" In Epist. ii. 16, Vol. III., L.C.L.
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Tovs deovs dvafiapriJTovs elvac vofxi^ovTCOv iycb

yXiXoiiirfv Kal Treipwurjv TreiOeiv at? Trept ouSev

65 TTCoTTore to kolvov tj/xcov 7T€7TXr]fj.fji€XrjK€V ov ixrjv

[246] dAA' CKeXvo y' oto/xai TTOLTJaeiv, ttjv re ttoXlv rrjv

H7TapTLaTa)v eTnSei^eiv irepl ra^ npa^eis ras
TTpoeipyjixevas ttoXv TTiKporipav Kal ;(aAe7rct»Te/3ai^

rrjs r)ix€Tepa? y€y€vrip,€V7]v, tovs 6' vrrep cKeLvcov

^Xaa(f>rifxovvTas Kad' rjfxcov cos BvvaTov d(f>pove-

CTxara Sta/cet/xeVous" Kal tov KaKcos aKoveiv v<j)'

66 rjfjLOJv TOVS <j>iXovs avTa>v aiTLovs ovTas' eTreiSdv

yap TO. TOLavTa KaT-qyopojacv, ols evoxoi Aa/ceSat-

[xoviOL jxaXXov TvyxavovGLV 6vt€s, ovk aTTopovfjLev

TOV 7T€pl TjfMwv prjdivTos [JieL^ov dfidpTT^fxa /car'

eKeivcov enreXv.

Oiov Kal vvv, 7]v ixv7]adcb(n tcl)v dycovojv TOiV

Tois cnjix\xdypis ivddSe yiyvopiivcov, tls eoTiv ov-

TOis dcjiV-qs, ooTLs ovx evp-qaei, irpos tovt' dvT-

€L7T€LV OTL TtXcLOVS AaKeSaCfjLOViOl, TCOU 'KXXljvOJV

aKpLTOVS aTTeKTOvaat, tcuv Trap' riplv, i^ ov ttjv

voXiv OLKOvp.€v, €LS ayoiva Kal Kplaiv KaTaoTav-
Tcov;

67 TotavTa Se /cat Trepl ttjs elcnrpd^ecos tu>v (f)6pa>v

7]v T4 XeycoaLV, e^ofiev elTrelv ttoXv yap ctti-

Sel^ojjiev crv[jL(f>opa)T€pa irpd^avTas tovs r)p.eT€povs

rj AaKeSaLfiovLOVs rats' TToXeai tols tov cf)6pov iv-

eyKovaais. TrpcoTov fxev yap ov TrpoGTa^dev v(f>'

7)fj,cov TOVT^ erroiovv, dAA' avTol yvovres, ot€ Trep

TTjV 'qyep.ovLav -qplv ri^v /card ddXaTTOv eSoaav

68 CTretr' ovx virep ttjs acoTr^pias ttjs rjfieTepas

€<f>€pov, dAA VTTep TTJs hrjpLOKpaTLas Kal ttjs

" That is, the Spartans. * See Paneg. 113, note.
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are of the opinion that not even the gods are free

from guilt, were I to strain my conscience and attempt
to persuade you that our commonwealth has never

erred in any instance whatsoever. Nevertheless, I

think I shall do one thing, namely, show that the

city of the Spartans, in handling situations such as I

have mentioned, has been much more harsh and
severe than Athens, and that those who seek to pro-

mote the reputation of the Spartans by calumniating

us are short-sighted in the extreme and are them-
selves to blame for the bad repute which their own
friends " incur at our hands. For whenever they make
such charges against us, to which the Lacedaemonians
are more open than ourselves, we do not find it

difficult to cite against Sparta a graver offence in each

case than that which has been charged against Athens.

For example, in the present instance, if they bring

up the fact that the law-suits of the aUies were tried

in Athens, is there anyone so slow of wit as not to

find the ready retort that the Lacedaemonians have
put to death without trial more of the Hellenes ''

than have ever been brought to trial and judgement
here since the founding of our city ?

And if they make any complaint about our collec-

tion of the tribute, we shall be ready with a like

rejoinder. For we shall show that our ancestors far

more than the Lacedaemonians acted for the advan-
tage of the states which paid them tribute. For, in

the first place, these states did this, not because we
had so commanded, but because they themselves

had so resolved at the very time when they conferred

upon us the supremacy by sea. In the next place,

they paid their quotas, not to preserve Athens, but

to preserve their own democratic polity and their own
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eXevOepias rrjs avrcov koI tov fxr] TrepLTreaeZv

oXiyapxtas yevofxev-qs r-qXiKovrois KaKols to fxe-

yedos, rjXtKOLg inl tcov SeK:aSap;(ta>i' Kal Trjs

Swaa-reuag rrjs AaKeSacfjiOvtcov . ert 8' ovk €K

TOVTOJV €(f)€pOV 6^ cbv aVTol hl€(JCO(JaV , aAA' d.^'

69 &v hi rjfjids eixov vrrep <Lv, et /cat jXLKpos Xoyiafios

ivrjv avTols, St/caia;? aiv X^P'-^ etxov "qplv. 77apa-

Xa^6vT€s yap ras TToXets avriov ra? p^kv irav-

raTraaiv avaardrovs yeyevr^fxevas vtto rdv ^ap-

^dpcov, rag Se TreTTopdrjpevas, els tovto vpo-

-qydyop-ev, ojare p,LKp6v p.epos rcjv yiyvop^evcov rjplv

SiSovTag p,r]8ev eXdrrovs
'^X^''^

rovg olkovs IleAo-

TTOVvrjaioiV tcov ovSeva (f>6pov VTToreXovvroiV

70 riepi TOLVvv rcov dvaardrcxiv yeyevrjpevcDV V(f)

eKarepas rcjjv iroXeoiv, o p,6voLS rives rjp-iv ovei-

[247] Sil^ovaiv, einSei^opLev ttoXv Seivorepa 7T€7TOi7]K6ras

ovs erraivovvres SiareXovcnv. rjp,iv [xev yap avv-

eireae nepi vqavhpia roiavra /cat rrjXiKavra ro

p^eyedos e^apapreiv, a ttoXXoi rcov 'EiXX-qvcov ouS'

laaaiv, CKeivoi 8e rds p-eyiaras TToXeis ra>v ev

YieXoTTOVvr^acp /cat rds navraxfj Trpoexovaas rcov

dXXcov dvaardrous TTOi-iqaavres avrol raKeivojv

71 exovaiv, a? d^iov rjv, ei /cat p.r]Sev avraig Trpo-

repov VTTTJpxev dyadov, rrjs pieyiarr]s Sojpeds irapa

" The account here given of the Confederacy of DeJos is

a fair statement. It was in its origin a vokintary association

of the Ionian Greeks, partly against Sparta, but mainly
against the Persian Empire, not for protection merely, but

for the enrichment of its members at the expense of the

barbarians. Each member contributed its quota to the

common cause, the more powerful members in ships, the

weaker in money, <pbpos. The quotas appear to have been
fixed by Aristides, although approved by the synod of the
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freedom and to escape falling into such great mis-

fortunes, through the setting up of oligarchies, as

were suffered imder the " decarchies " and the

domination of the Lacedaemonians. And, more than
that, they paid these contributions, not from funds
which they had treasured up through their own
efforts, but from resources which they possessed

through our aid." In return for these resources, had
they reflected in the slightest degree, they should

in all fairness have been grateful to us ; for we took
over their cities in some instances when they had
been utterly destroyed, in others when they had been
sacked and plundered by the barbarians, and advanced
them to such a state of prosperity that although they
contributed to us a slight proportion of the wealth
which flowed in upon them, their estates were no
less prosperous than those of the Peloponnesians
who paid no tribute whatsoever.

Furthermore, as to the cities which were laid waste
under the rule of each of these states—a matter for

which certain men reproach the Athenians alone

—

we shall show that things much more reprehensible

were done by those whom these men are never weary
of extolling. For it happened that we offended
against islets so small and insignificant that many of

the Hellenes do not even know of their existence,

whereas the Lacedaemonians laid waste the greatest

cities of the Peloponnesus—states which in every way
were eminent above the others—and now hold for

themselves the wealth of those states which, even
supposing that in former times they possessed no
merit, deserved the greatest possible rewards from

allies. See Thuc. v. 18; Aristotle, Constitution of Athens
23,24
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Tcjv EAAt^vo)!/ rv)(^elv 8ia ttjv arpaTeiav ttjv ctti

ipoiav, €V
fi a(f>ds re auras' Trapecr^^ov npco-

revovcras Kai rovs "qyejxovas aperas e^ovras ov

fxovov ras roiavras cbv ttoXXol Kai tcjv (f>avXuiV

Koivajvovaiv, dAAa KaKctvas cov ovSels civ TTOvrjpos

72 cov Svvrjdeirj fieTaa)(€lv. M.eaa'QVT^ pcev yap Ne-

(TTopa Trapecrxe rov (^povifKOTarov dnavTCov tcjv

/car eKeZvov tov )(p6vov yevofievtov, AaK€Saip.a)v

Se ^AeveXaov tov Sto. cra)(f)poavvr)v /cat SiKaLoavvrjv

fxovov d^icodevra Alos yeveadai KrjSearijv, rj
8'

ApyeLCov TToXig Ayajxepivova tov ov piiav ovhk

hvo a^ovra pLOVov dperds, dAAa irdaas oaas dv

73 €XOL Tts elTTeiv, Kai TavTag ov fJueTpiois dAA' VTTcp-

^aXXovTCDS' ovSeva yap cvp'qaopcev tcov aTrdvTcov

OVT* ISicoTepas irpd^eis pLeraxeipiadpLevov ovtc

KaXXiovs ovT€ /xei^ous' oure rols "^XXrjaiv co^eAi-

pLcuripas ovt€ TrXeiovcov iTraivcov d^ias. Kai tov-

TOLs ovroi pL€V dTTrjpidpL-qpLevois eiKOTU)? dv Tives

dTnaTTjcreiav , pitKpwv 8e Trepl e/cdcTToy pr]6evTCov

dnavTes dv dXrjdTJ /xe Xeyeiv opioXoyr^aeiav.

74 Ov SvvapiaL Se KaTiSeXv, dAA' dTTopdJ ttolols dv

Xoyois p-^Ta TavTa XP'^^^^I^^^^^ opddJs €L7]v ^e^ov-

Xevpiivos. alaxvvopiat, ptev yap, et ToaavTa Tiepi

TTJs 'AyapiepLVOvos dperrjs Trpo€ip7]Kd)S pirjSevos

pLvrjadrjaopiaL tcov v-n eKeivov TreTTpaypievwv, aAAa

So^o) TOLs dKovovcrtv opLOLOs etvai, toZs diXa^ovevo-

pLevois Kai XeyovGiv 6 n dv rvx^iOLV opdj 8e rds"

TTpd^eis rds e^oj Xeyopievas rojv vrroOeaecov ovk
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the Hellenes because of the expedition against Troy
in which they took the foremost place and furnished

as its leaders men possessed not only of the virtues in

which many of the common run of mankind have a

part, but also of those in which no ignoble man may
share. For Messene furnished Nestor, the \visest of

all who lived in those times ; Lacedaemon, Menelaus,
who because of his moderation and his justice was the

one man to be deemed worthy to become the son-in-

law of Zeus
;
" and Argos, Agamemnon, who was

possessed, not of one or two of the \irtues merely, but
of all which anyone can name—and these, not in

moderate, but in surpassing degree. For we shall

find that no one in all the world has ever undertaken
deeds more distinctive, more noble, more important,

more advantageous to the Hellenes, or deserving of

higher praise. These are facts which, when thus

barely enumerated, some may not unreasonably

question, but when they have been supported in

each instance by a few words, all men will acknow-
ledge that I speak the truth.

However, I am not able to see clearly, but am in

doubt, Avith what words I may proceed without making
an error of judgement. For, on the one hand, I am
ashamed, after ha\ing said so much about the virtue

of Agamemnon, to make no mention of the things

which he accompUshed and so to seem to my hearers

no different from men who make empty boasts and
say whatever comes into their heads. But I observe,

on the other hand, that the discussion of things which

Helen, the wife of Menelaus, was the daughter of Zeus.
See Homer, Odyssey iv. 569 and Isocrates, Helen 16.
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eTTatvovixevas dXXa Ta/3a;\;c6Sei? eii^at BoKovaas,
/cat TToAXovs fiev ovras rovs KaKoJs XP^H'^^^^^

75 CLvrais, ttoAv oe TrXeiovs tovs eTnTiixaJvras . Sto

[248] SeBoLKa fjLT] Kal rrepl e/xe avfj^^fj ri tolovtov. ov

fxrjv dAA' alpovjJLai, ^orjdrjcrai rep ravrov ifxol re

Kal TToXXoLS TTenovdoTL, Koi StT^jLtaprTj/cdrt rrjs

86^7]S ^s TTpoarJKe rvxetv avrov, Kal p.eyi.arcov

p.€v ayadcbv airioj yeyevrjp.evo) irepl CKeivov rov

Xpovov, TjTTOv 8 erraivovpievip rcjv ovhev a^iov

Xoyov SLa7T€7rpay{jL€va>v.

76 Tt yap eKelvos iveXiTrev, os rrjXi.KavT'qv [xev

eax^ Tijjirjv, '^s et TrdvTes crvveXdovres fxeil^a)

^7]TOLev, ovheTTOT* dv evpelv hvvrjdeZev ; fiovos yap
aTrdar^S rrjs 'EAAaSo? rj^Lcvdr] yevecrdat arparr^yos

.

OTTorepov hi, eW^ vtto Trdvrcov alpedels c'Ct' avrog

KTrjadjxevos , ovk e^co Xeyeiv. oTTorepojs S' ovv

avjji^e^TjKev, ovhepbiav VTrep^oXrjv XeXonre ttjs Trepl

77 avTOV 86^r]s toIs dXXoJs TTOis TtfMrjdeXaLV . ravrrjv

Se Xa^wv TTjv SvvafXLV ovk eartv rjv riva rtov

'EiXXrjvLScov TToXeciiv eXvTTrjaev, aAA' ovtcos r^v

TToppoi Tov TT€pL TLvas i^afxaprelv, cJjare irapa-

Xa^cov TOVS "KXXrjvas ev TroXefxco Kal rapaxcus
/cat TToXXoLs KaKOLS ovras tovtcov fiev avrovs

d777^AAa^er, els ojjiovotav Se KaraarT^aas rd /xev

TTepiTTa Tiov epycov Kal TeparcoSr] /cat fJi7]Sev

(x)(^eXovvra tovs dXXovs vrrepelSe, arparoTreSor Se

78 avGTijaas errl tovs ^ap^dpovs TJyayev. tovtov

" Digressions such as the praise of Theseus in Helen and
of Timotheus in Antidosis are effective elements of variety.

The praise of Agamemnon here seems awkwardly dragged
in. It is commonly thought that Agamemnon is a masque
for Philip of Macedon. (See, for example, Blass, Die
attische Beredsamkeit ii. pp. 331, 334.) The simplest explana-
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lie outside the scope of the subject " is not approved

but is thought rather to be confusing, and that while

many misuse these digressions there are many more
who condemn them. Therefore I fear that I too may
subject myself to some such criticism. Nevertheless,

I elect to lend support to the man who has experi-

enced the same misadventure as myself and many
others and failed of the reputation he deserved, and
who has been the author of the greatest services to

the world of his time, albeit he is less praised than
those M'ho have done nothing worthy of mention.

For what element of glory did he lack who won a

position of such exalted honour that, were all the

world to unite on the search for a greater, no greater

could be found ? For he is the only man who was
ever deemed worthy to be the leader of the armies of

all Hellas. Whether he was elected by all or obtained
this honour by himself, I am not able to say. But
however this came about, he left no room for the rest

of mankind who have in any wise won distinction

since his time to surpass the glory which attaches to

his name. And when he obtained this power, he
harmed no city of Hellas ; nay, so far was he from
injuring any one of them that, although he took
command of the Hellenes when they were in a state

of mutual warfare and confusion and great mis-
fortune, he dehvered them from this condition, and,
having established concord among them, indifferent

to all exploits which are extravagant and spectacular

and of no benefit to others, he collected the Hellenes
into an army and led them forth against the bar-

tion, however, is hinted at in § 76. Agamemnon stood out
in his mind as the first leader of all Hellas against the East
—the first champion ofthe cause to which Isocrates dedicated
his life.
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Se KoiXXLOv arparrj-yrnxa /cat rots' "EAAi^atf oi^eAt-

fxdorepov ovSels (f)av'qa€Tat rrpd^as ovt€ tojv kot
eKetvov Tov ^(povov evSoKCfirjaavTCov ovre rcbv

varepov eTnyevopievcov. a 'k€lvos Trpd^as /cat rot?

aAAois" VTToSei^as ov^ ovrcos evSoKipi,7]a€v, (os

TTpoGTJKev avTov, Sid Tovs pidXXov dyavdjVTas rds
OavpLaroTTOLLas rwv evepyeaiwv /cat rds ifjevSo-

Xoyias TTJs dXrjdeias, dXXd tolovtos yevopuevos

iXdrrcxi So^av e)(€i rojv ovhk pLLpLrjaaadaL toX-

purjudvrojv avrov.

79 Ov pLOVov S' iirl tovtols dv ns eTraLveaetev av-

rov, dXXd /cat e^' ols irepl tov avrov xpovov e-npa-

^€v. els rovro ydp pL€yaXo(f)poavvrjs -r]Xdev, oiar

ovK aTTexpr^aev avrw Xa^eZv arparicuras rcov

I8ta>rd)v OTToaovs e^ €Kd<Jrrjs i^ovX'qdrj rijs TToXecos,

dXXd rovs ^aatXels rovs iroLovvras iv rat? avrcbv

o Tt ^ovXrjdelev /cat rot? aAAoiS" Trpoardrrovrag

,

rovrovs eTreicrev vc/>^ avra> yeveaOai, /cat avvaKO-

Xovdelv i<f)^ ovs dv rjyrjrai, /cat 7toi,€LV ro Trpoararro-

pbevov, /cat ^aaiXiKov ^iov d(f)€vras arparicoriKoJs

80 ^'^^> €Tt 8e KLvSvvevecv /cat TToXepielv ovx vrrep rijs

[249] 0(f>ere.pas avrcbv irarpihos /cat ^aatXecas, dXXd

Xoyo) pi€V VTTep 'EAeVrj? rrjs Mep-eAaou yvvaLKos,

epycp 8 VTTep rov pnq rrjv EAAaSa rrdax^eiv vtto

rCiV ^ap^aptov pLTjre roiavra pirjd ota -nporepov

avrfj avveTTeae rrepl rrjv YleXoTTOs pL€V aTrdarjs

HeXoTTOvvrjarov KardXrjijjLV, Aavaov Be rrjs TToXeoJS

rrjg 'ApyeioiV, KaSjuou 8e Srj^cov Sv rig aAAo?

« Cf. Helen 51.
'' According to legend, Pelops, the Phrygian, settled in

the Peloponnesus and gave his name to that territory

;
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barians. And no one will be found, among those who
rose to fame in his time or in later generations, to

have accomplished an expedition more honourable
than this or more advantageous to the Hellenes. But
although he achieved all this and set this example to

the rest of the world, he did not receive the fame
which was his due, because of those who delight more
in stage-play than in services and in fiction than in

truth ; nay, albeit he proved himself so great, he has

a reputation which is less than that of men who have
not ventured even to imitate his example.
But not for these things alone might one extol him,

but also for the things he did at the same time. For
he conceived of his mission in terms so lofty that he
was not satisfied with making up his army from all the

men in private station whom he desired to have from
each of the cities of Hellas, but even persuaded men of

the rank of kings, who were accustomed to do in their

own states whatsoever they pleased and to give orders

to the world at large, to place themselves under his

command, to follow him against whomsoever he
might lead them, to obey his orders, to abandon their

royal manner of living and to share the life of soldiers

in the field, and, furthermore, to imperil themselves
and wage war, not for their own countries and
kingdoms, but ostensibly for Helen, wife of Menelaus,
though in reality for Hellas," that she might not again
suffer such an outrage at the hands of the barbarians
nor such as befel her before that time in the seizure

of the entire Peloponnesus by Pelops or of Argos by
Danaus or of Thebes by Cadmus.* For what other

Cadmus, the Phoenician, founded Thebes ; Danaus, the
Egyptian, became king of Argos—types of foreign invasion
and conquest.
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(f>av'^a€TaL TTpovorjdets, rj tls iixTToSojv KaracrTas

rod jUTjSev ert yeveadai tolovtov, ttXtjv rrjs eKetvov

^vaecos /cat Svvdfjiecos

;

81 To TOLVvv ixofxevov, o twv fiev ttpoeiprj^ivoiv

eXarrov eari, tcov Se TToXXaKis iyKeKcofJuaafxeviov

fjiell,ov /cat Xoyov jxaXXov a^iov aTparoneSov yap
avveXr]Xv66g i^ OLTraawv twv TToXetov, roaovrov to

ttXtjOos ocrov et/co?, o ttoXXovs et^^er iv avTcp tovs

[xev aTTO decjv tovs S e^ avTwv Tcbv decov ye-

yovoTas, ovK ojjlolcos Sta/cet/xeVou? Totj ttoXXoIs

oi5S taov (f)povovvTas rot? d'AAots", dXX' opyrjs /cat

82 dvjxov Kat (f)d6vov /cat (j)LXoTip,ias [xearTovs, dXX

opuos TO TOLovTov €T7] 8e/ca KaTea^ev ov jxiaOo-

(f)opaLS jxeydXaLS ouSe p^pT^/xarcov SaTrai/ats', at?

vvv dnavTes 8vva(JTevov(jLV, dXXd to) /cat T7y

(f)pov7]a€i Sta^epetv /cat Svvaadai Tpo(f>7]V e/c tcDi'

TToXepLicov Tols GTpaTLCoTaig TTopit,^LV, Kat fJidXiaTa

Tcp hoKelv eKelvov dfxewov vrrkp ttjs twv dXXwv
^ovXeveaOai, awnqpias rj rovg dXXovs rrepL acf)wv

avTwv.
83 To TOLVVV TcXos, o TrdcTL TOVTOis ivedrjKev,

ovSevos rJTTOV Trpoa-qKei. ^auyita^etv ov yap dTrpeirks

ou8' dvd^LOV TWV 7Tpo€iprjp,€Vwv (fiavqaeTat, TTOiiqad-

pL€vos, dAAct Xoyw jxev Trpos /.tt'av ttoXlv ttoXc-

[X-qcras, ^py(p §' ov fiovov rrpos drravras tovs ttjv

'Aaiav KaTOtKovvTas dXXd /cat Trpos dAAa yevrj

TToXXd tcDp' ^ap^dpwv KivSvvevwv ovk aTretTrev

ovS' diTrjXde, irplv Tiqv re ttoXiv tov ToXpiiqaavTos

- Cf. Helen 52.
* Mercenary armies were now commonly relied upon even

in Athens. See Peace 44 ff.
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man in the world will be found to have had fore-

thought in these matters or to have taken measures
to prevent any such misfortune in the future except

one of Agamemnon's character and power ?

There is, moreover, connected with the above
achievement one which, though less significant than
those which I have mentioned, is more important and
more deserving of mention than those which have
been extolled again and again. For he commanded
an army which had come together from all the cities

of Hellas, a host whose size may be imagined since it

contained many of the descendants of the gods and of

the direct sons of the gods "—men who were not of the

same temper as the majority of mankind nor on the

same plane of thinking, but full of pride and passion

and envy and ambition—, and yet he held that army
together for ten years, not by great bribes nor by
outlays ofmoney, by which means all rulers nowadays
maintain their power,'' but by the supremacy of his

genius, by his ability to provide from the enemy sub-

sistence for his soldiers, and most of all by his reputa-

tion of being better advised in the interest of others

than others in their own interest.

But the final achievement by which he crowned all

these is no less worthy of admiration. For he will be
found to have done nothing unseemly or unworthy of

these exploits which I have already described ; on
the contrary, although he waged war, ostensibly

against a single city, but in reality not only against all

the peoples who dwelt in Asia but also against many
other races of the barbarians, he did not give up
fighting nor depart for home before reducing to

slavery the city of him who had offended against
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i^afiaprelv i^rjvSpaTToSicraro Kal rovs ^ap^dpovs
CTTavaev v^pitjOvras.

84 OvK dyvoaj 8e to ttXtjOos tcov eLprjjxevcov Trepl

rrjs A.yapi€p,vovos dpeTrjs, ovS' on tovtcjv Kad*

ev p,€V sKaarov el' nines' okottoZvto tl dv dnoSoKipid-

[250] CTttiev, ouSet? dv ovSev avrdjv a^eAetv roXfj.'qareLev,

e(l>€^rj? 8e avaytyvojaKoixevcov dnavres dv Ittl-

TLfXTJaaLev cos ttoXv ttX^loglv eipr^ixevois rod Seovros.

85 eyoj S' el fiev eXadov ijxavTov TrXeovd^oiv, fja)(v-

vofirjv dv, et ypd(f>€LV eTTix^LpaJv Trepi d)v /XTySet?

ai^ aAAo? eToXjJL-qaev, ovtcos dvacad'qrojs SieKeLjJLrjv

vvv 8 dKpL^earepov rjSeiv tcjv eTTLTrXT^rreLV fxoi

roXfjirjaovTOJv , on ttoXXoI tovtols iTnrtfjLi^aovcnv'

dXXd yap rjyrjadpLrjv ov)( ovrcus kaeadai hetvov, tjv

eTTi Tov fiepovg rovrov So^O) nai rdjv Kaipcbv

d/JLeXetv, (Ls ^v Trepl dvSpos rotovrov 8iaXey6p,evos

vapaXLTTOj n rdjv eKeivcp re Trpoaovrcov ayadwv
86 /ca/u.ot TTpoarjKovTCOv eiTreZv. a>p,rjv 8e /cat Trapd

Tols -xapieardroLs rcbv aKpoarcov evSoKini^aeiv,

^v 0atVa)/xai nepl dperrjs piev rovs Xoyovs ttolov-

fxevos, 07T0JS Se Tavrrjs d^tcog epo) p,dXXov arrov-

Bdt,(DV •^ Trepl rrjv tov Xoyov cm/x/xerptav, /cat

Taura CTa^tD? et8a;s' tyjv fiev Trepl tov Xoyov d-

Kaipiav dho^oTepov ip^e TToirjaovaav, ttjv Se Trept

TO,? TTpd^eis ev^ovXiav avTovs Tovg eiraivovpievovs

<h(f>eX'qaovaav' dXX op,a)s eyd) to XvaireXeg edaas

87 TO St/catov elXopLTjv. ov p,6vov 8' dv evpedeirjv

IttI tols vvv XeyofxevoLs TavTTjV e-)(ojv rrjv hidvoiav,

aAA' 6p,oiOJS cttI TrdvTOJV, evel Kal tcov TreTrXr^-

aiaKOTCov [xot, (f)avelrjv dv p,dXXov ;!^atpa»i' rois evl

" Paris, who carried off Helen, the wife of Menelaus.
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Hellas " and putting an end to the insolence of the

barbarians.

I am well aware of the space which I have given

to the praises of Agamemnon's virtue ; I am well

aware also that if any of you should go over these

one by one, many as they are, to see what might be
rejected, no one would venture to subtract a single

word, and yet I know that when they are read one
after the other, all will criticize me for ha\ing said

much more than I should. For my part, if I in-

advertently prolonged this topic I should be ashamed
of being so lacking in perception when discoursing

on a subject which no one has even ventured to

discuss. But in fact I knew much better than those
who will dare to take me to task that many ^^ill

criticize this excess. I considered, however, that it

would be less objectionable to be thought by some to

disregard due measure in this part of my discourse

than to leave out, in speaking of such a man, any of

the merits which belong to him and which it behoves
me to mention. I thought also that I should be
applauded by the most cultivated of my hearers if I

could show that I was more concerned when discours-

ing on the subject of \irtue about doing justice to the
theme than about the symmetry of my speech—and
that too, knowing well that the lack of due proportion
in my speech would detract from my own reputation,
while just appreciation of their deeds would enhance
the fame of those whose praises I sing. Nevertheless
I bade farewell to expediency and chose justice

instead. And you will find that I am of this mind
not only in what I am now saying but likewise upon
all occasions, since it will be seen that I take more
pleasure in those ofmy disciples who are distinguished
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Tco ^iq) Kal rat? irpd^ecnv evdoKifiovaiv t] toTs

776/01 Tovs Xoyovs Seivots eti^at SoKovaiv. /catVot

Tcov jxev ev pr)94vTa)v, el Kal fjLrjSev avfji^aXoLixrjv,

(XTrav'Tes' av CjU-ot ttjv alriav dvaOelev, roJv S'

opdcos 7TpaTro[ji€V<ov el Kal iravres elhelev fxe

avfi^ovXav yeyevrjpLevov, ovhels oans ovk dv avrov
rov pLera-)(^eLpit,6ixevov rdg irpd^eLs eTraiveaeiev.

88 AAAa yap ovk otS' oVot rvyxdvcx) (f)€p6p.evos'

aet yap oLOjjievog Secv TrpoartdevaL to tcov irpo-

eiprjjjievwv exopievov, TravrdTraai TToppco yeyova rrjs

VTTodearewg. Xolttov ovv eariv ovhev dXXo, ttXtjv

aiTTjadpievov tco yjpo- avyyvcop^rjv virep ttjs X-qdrjs

Kac TTJs pLaKpoXoylag, t(x)v eldiap,ev(DV napayi-
yveaOai tols TrjXtKOVTOLg, eTraveXdeZv elg tov tottov

89 eKeZvov e^ ovirep elaeireaov els ttjv TrepiTToXoyiav

[251] TavTTjv. olpai 8' rjhr] Kadopdv odev eTrXavrjdrjv

Tots" ydp ovethit^ovcTLV rjpidjv ttj jroXei Tas Mt^Aicuv

Kol Tas TCOV ToiovTCxiv TToXixvLcov avp,(f)opds dvT-

eXeyov, ov^ chs ovx rjp-apTrjpLevcov tovtcov, dAA'

eTTiheiKvuctiV tovs dyancopevovs vtt* avTcov ttoXv

TrXetovs TToXeis Kal pieil^ovs rjp,d)V dvacTTdTOVs

7TeTTOcr]KOTas, ev ols Kat Trept ttjs dpeTrjs Tr]s

'Ayapiepivovos Kal M^eveXdov Kal NecrTopos" 8t-

eXexd'f]Vy ipevSos p-ev ovSev Xeycov, TrXelco S' tcrajs"

90 TU>v pieTpLcov. TOVTO 8' eTTOtovv VTToXa^div ovSevos

eXaTTOv dpidpTr}p,a tovto So^eiv elvai tcov toX-

pi-qaavTCOV dvaaTdTovs TTOirjaai Tas iroXeis Tas
yevviqcracras Kal dpeipdaas tolovtovs dvSpas, Trepl

cov Kai vvv exoL tls dv ttoXXols Kal KaXols XPV~

" These last two paragraphs show striking use of anti-

thesis and parisosis—-devices of rhetoric which at the begin-
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for the character of their lives and deeds than in

those who are reputed to be able speakers. And
yet when they speak well, all men \\ill assign the
credit to me, even though I contribute nothing to

what they say, whereas when they act right no man
will fail to commend the doer of the deed even though
all the world may know that it was I who advised
him what to do."

But I do not know whither I am drifting.^ For,

because I think all the time that I must add the
point which logically follows what I have said before,

1 have wandered entirely from my subject. There
is, therefore, nothing left for me to do but to crave

indulgence to old age for my forgetfulness and pro-

lixity—faults which are wont to be found in men of

my years—and go back to the place from which I

fell into this garrulous strain. For I think that I

now see the point from which I strayed. I was
speaking in reply to those who reproach us with the
misfortunes of the Melians and of villages with like

populations, not meaning that we had done no wrong
in these instances, but trying to show that those who
are the idols of these speakers have laid waste more
and greater cities than the Athenians have done, in

which connexion I discussed the virtues of Agamem-
non and Menelaus and Nestor, saying nothing that
was not true, though passing, mayhap, the bounds
of moderation. But I did this, supposing that it

would be apparent that there could be no greater
crime than that of those who dared lay waste the
cities which bred and reared such great men, about
whom even now one might sa}^ many noble things.

ning of this discourse he pretends to have outgrown. See
2 and note. » For tliis rhetorical doubt c/. Antid. 310.

427



ISOCRATES

aaadai Xoyots. aAAo. yap lgcos avo-qrov ecrrt rrepl

fjiiav TTpd^iv hiarpi^eiv, ayairep aTTopias ovcrqs

n av €XOL Tt? enrelv vepl rrjs chfjLorrjTos /cat

XOL^^TTOT-qrog ttjs AaKeSaipLOVLCov, dAA' ov ttoAA'^s'

d(j)dovcas VTTapxovarjs

.

91 Of? ovK e^rjpKeae irepl ra? 77oAeis- ravras Kal

Tovg avSpas rovs tolovtovs i^afiaprelv, dXXa /cat

TTepL Tovs €K Twv avTwv opfjLTjdevTas /cat KOlVrjV

rrfv arpaTetav TTOfqaapievovg /cat tcov avrcov kiv-

buvcov fieTacrxovras , Xeyco 8e Trepl ^Apyeiwv /cat

yieaarjvicDV. Kal yap rovrovs eTT^dvpLiqaav rais

avrats cru/x(^opatS' TTepi^aXelv alairep eKeivovs'

/cat Mecrcn^t'tou? pi€v TToXiopKovvres ov Trporepov

enavaavTO, Trptv e^e^aXov e'/c rrjs ;\;fopas", 'Apyetot?
8' VTTcp ToJv avTOJV TOVTOjv €TL Kal vvv TToXe/xovaiv

.

92 a TOLVVv TTepL IlAaTatas" enpa^av, oltottos dv etrjv,

€l TavT eLprjKoj? eKeivcov fir] fivrjadeLrjv a>v iv

rrj x^P9- (yTpo-roTTehevadpievoL jxeQ^ rjfjLcov Kal rcov

dXAcov avfifidxijov, Kal Trapara^dfievoi rot? TroAe-

jMiots", /cat dvcrapievot rots deals rot? vtt' eKelvcov

93 ISpufxevois, ov fxovov rjXevdepwaaixev rdjv 'KXXijvcov

rovg fxed 7]p,d)v bvTas aAAo, /cat rovs dvayKa-
adevras yevecrOai fier^ e/cetVojv, /cat ravr iupd^apiev

nAaraieas" Xd^ovres fJLOVOVS Bolcotcov (jvvaywvi-

aras' ovs ov ttoXvv xP^^^^ hiaXnTovres Aa/ceSat-

" In the Trojan War.
'' The distinction—not altogether clear—is between the

older and the later inhabitants.
* For the conquest of Messene see Archid. 26 ff. The

Spartans and Argives were almost always at war. See
Phil. 51.

<* The battle of Plataea was the final, decisive battle of
the Persian Wars. « See Thuc. ii. 71, 72.
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But it is perhaps foolish to linger upon a single point,

as if there were any lack, as if there were not, on the

contrary, a superabundance of things to say about
the cruelty and the harshness of the Lacedaemonians.

For the Lacedaemonians were not satisfied with

\\Tonging these cities and men of this character, but
treated in the same way those who had set out with

them from the same country, joined with them in

the same expedition, and shared with them the

same perils "—I mean the Argives and the Mes-
senians. For they determined to plunge these also

into the very same misfortunes which had been
visited upon their former victims.* They did not

cease laying siege to the Messenians until they had
driven them from their territory, and with the same
object they are even now making war upon the

Argives." Furthermore, it would be strange if,

having spoken of these wrongs, I failed to mention
their treatment of the Plataeans. It was on the soil

of Plataea that the Lacedaemonians had encamped
with us and with the other alUes, drawn up for battle

against our enemies ;<* there they had offered sacrifices

to the deities worshipped by the Plataeans ;
* and

there we had won freedom, not only for the Hellenes
who fought ^vith us, but also for those who were
compelled to be on the side of the Persians,^ and we
accompUshed this ^nth the help of the Plataeans,

who alone of the Boeotians fought with us in that

war.'' And yet, after no great interval of time, the

' The Greek cities on the Asiatic sea-board, which had
been subject to Persia.

' The Thebans had " Medized." The Plataeans in this

battle acquitted themselves well ; according to Plutarch
{AristicUs 20), they were awarded the meed of valour. Cf.
Plataicus 57 ff., Vol. IIL, L.C.L.
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[jLovioi, p^apt^OjLtevot 07]^atot?, eKTroXiopKiqaavres

[252] OLTtavras arreKTeivav vX-qv rcbv aTToSpdvaL Swr]-
divruiv.

YlepL ovs 7) ttoXls rfficbv ovSev o/zota yeyovev

94 €K€LVOLS' ol fjiev yap Trept re tovs evepyeras ttjs

'EAAaSo? Kal TOVS avyyevelg tovs avTcov to.

TOtavr' i^afiapTaveiv eToXfxr^aav, ol S' rjjjLeTepoi

M-eaarjVLCov fiev tovs SiaacoBevTas els NauTra/CTOv

KaT(x)KLaav, UXaTaiecov 8e tovs Trepiyevopiivovs

TToXiTas eTTOLijaavTO Kal twv VTrapxovTwv avTols

OLTTavTcov jjueTeSoaav. oiOT et px^kv eixop'^v dXXo
Trept Totv TToXeoiv elireZvy e/c tovtojv pahtov elvai

KaTapbadetu tov Tponov CKaTepas avTcbv, Kal

TTOTepa TrXeLOVs TToXets Kai p,eiCovs dvaaTOLTOvs

TTeTTOLrjKev.

95 Al(jddvop,ai Se Ttddos p-oi av/jb^alvov evavTiov

TOLS oXtyw TTpoTepov €Lpr]fjL€VOLS' t6t€ fiev yap els

dyvoiav Kal irXdvov Kal Xr^drjv iveTreaov, vvv 8'

olha aa(j)dJs €p,avTov ovk €p,p,evovTa ttj TrpaoTTjTt

TTJ Ttepl TOV Xoyov, Tjv elxov ot* rjpx6p,y)v ypd^eiv

avTOV, dXXd Xeyetv t' ernxeipovvTa irepl (Lv ovk

(VfJLTjv ipcLV, dpaavTepov re hiaKeip^evov tj /car'

ipiavTOV, dKpaTTJ re yiyvopievov eviiDV (Lv Xiyco

Sta TO TrXijdos tcov eLTrelv eTVippeovTcov.

^6 'EttciSt^ 7T€p ovv CTTeX'qXvde fioL TO TtapprjOid-

t,eadaL, /cat XiXvKa to aTopba, Kal ToiavTiqv Trjv

VTToQecnv i7TOLr]<jdp,7]v caare /XT^re KaXov elvai p,oi,

" Cf. Plataicus 62.
* This was done by King Archidamus, who in the course

of the Peloponnesian War besieged and took Plataea, 427 b.c.

The walls of the town were razed, the women and children

sold into slavery, the defenders slain, excepting some two
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Lacedaemonians, to gratify Thebes," reduced the
Plataeans by siege and put them all to the sword
with the exception of those who had been able to

escape through their lines.''

Little did Athens resemble Sparta in the treatment
of these peoples ; for, while the Lacedaemonians did
not scruple to commit such wrongs both against the
benefactors of Hellas and against their own kinsmen,"
our ancestors, on the other hand, gave the surviving

Messenians a home in Naupactus "* and adopted the
Plataeans who had escaped with their lives as

Athenian citizens and shared with them all the
privileges which they themselves enjoyed.* So that
if we had nothing else to say about these two cities,

it is easy to judge from these instances what was the
character of each and which of the two laid waste
more and greater cities.

1 perceive that my feelings are changing to the
opposite of those which I described a little while ago.
For then I fell into a state of doubt and perplexity
and forgetfulness, but now I realize clearly that I am
not keeping the mildness of speech which I had when
I began to write my discourse ; on the contrary, I am
venturing to discuss matters about M'hich I did not
think that I should speak, I am more aggressive in

temper than is my wont, and I am losing control over
some of the things which I utter because of the multi-
tude of things which rush into my mind to say.

Since, however, the impulse has come to me to
speak frankly and I have removed the curb from my
tongue, and since I took a subject which is of such a

hundred who escaped and found refuge in Athens. See
Thuc. ill. 57 S. ' Fellow-Dorians.

"* On the Corinthian gulf. For this event see Thuc. i. 103.
' See Paneg. 109, note.
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fiTjie hvvarov TrapaXnTelv to.? Totaura? Trpd^ets, i^

ibv olovT eariv imSeiKvvvaL irXeovog a^iav ttjv

TToXiv rjfiojv yeyevTjfjLevrjv Trepl tovs "EiXXT]vas rrjs

AaKeSaLjjiovtcov , ov KaraaicoTrrjreov ovSe rrepl roJv

aAAoji' KaKOJv Tojv ovttoj fiev elprjixevcov iv 8e rot?

"EAATycrt yeyevrjfievwv, aAA' eTTchetKreov tovs p-ev

7jp,eT€povs oifjip,a6ei£ avTOJv yeyeviqp,4vovg, Aa/ce-

SaifMOVLOvs Se to. p.ev Trpcorovs to, 8e piovovg

i^ap,apr6vras

.

97 nAetcrrot p,€v ovv Karrjyopovaiv dfK^olv roZv tto-

Xeoiv, OTL TTpoaTTOCovp^evat KLvdvvevcrai, irpos rovs

^ap^dpovs vnep rwv 'EAAt^vojv ovk e'iaaav rds
TToXeis avrovopuovs ecvat, Kai 8ioLKTJaat, to. acfyerep^

avrajv oncos iKaarrj avve^epev , dAA' ojaTrep aL)(p,a-

XwTOVs €lXrj(f)ViaL dc€X6p,€vaL KareSovXcoaavTO rrdaas

avrds, Kal TrapaTrXijatov eiroiiqcrav rois Trapd p,€v

Tojv dXXcov TOVS OLKeTas els eXevdeptav d(f>aipovp.€-

voLs, ac^icTL 8' avTols hovXeve.LV avayKdt,ovai,v

.

98 Tou he Xeyeadai raura /cat ttoXv TrXeico Kal

[253] TTiKpoTepa tovtcov ovx r]pieZs atriot yeyovapiev, dAA'

ol vvv p,€V ev TOLS Xeyop,evois rjp,LV dvTLTeTaypievoi,

Tov 8' dAAov XP^^^^ ^^ Tols TTpaTTop^evois aTTaaiv.

TOVS fJiev yap rjp^eTepovs rrpoyovovs ovheis av iin-

hei^et-ev ev toIs eireKeiva ;)(povots tols dvapLdp.rj-

TOLS ovhep^Las TToXecos cure jJLel^ovos ovt' eXdTTOvos

dpxeLV eTTLxeLp'qaavras' AaKehaLp^oviovs he TrdvTes

taaaLV, d(f>' ov rrep eis HeXoirovvrjaov eLafjXdov,

ovhev dXXo TTpdTTOVTas ovhe ^ovXevop^evovs TrXr]v

OTTCOS /xdAtCTTa fiev dndvTcov dp^ovaLv, el he pc-q,

n eXo7Tovv't]crLCov .

" Cf. 101.
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character that it is neither honourable nor possible

to leave out the kind of facts from which it can be
proved that our city has been of greater service to

the Hellenes than Lacedaemon, I must not be silent

either about the other wrongs which have not yet
been told, albeit they have been done among the
Hellenes, but must show that our ancestors have been
slow pupils " in Avrong-doing, whereas the Lacedae-
monians have in some respects been the first to point

the wav and in others have been the sole offenders.

Now most people upbraid both cities because, while

pretending that they risked the perils of war against

the barbarians for the sake of the Hellenes, they did

not in fact allow the various states to be independent
and manage their own affairs in whatever way was
expedient for each of them, but, on the contrary,

divided them up, as if they had taken them captive

in war, and reduced them all to slavery, acting no
differently than those who rob others of their slaves,

on the pretext of Uberating them, only to compel
them to slave for their new masters.

But it is not the fault of the Athenians that these
complaints are made and many others more bitter

than these, but rather of those who now in what is

being said, as in times past in all that has been done,
have been in the opposite camp from us. For no
man can show that our ancestors during the countless

years of our early history ever attempted to impose
our rule over any city great or small, whereas all

men know that the Lacedaemonians, from the time
when they entered the Peloponnesus, have had no
other object in their deeds or in their designs than
to impose their rule if possible over all men but,

failing that, over the peoples of the Peloponnesus.
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99 'AAAo. fjLTjv /cat TO,? ardaeLS koX ras a<f>ayas koI

TO.? TUiv ttoXltclcov jxera^oXoLS, as d/Lt^oTepoi? Tcves

Tjijuv eTTL^epovaLV, CKelvoL fiev av <j)avei€v dndGas
rds TToXets ttXtjv oXiycov [xeards TreTTOtrjKoreg rcov

Toiovrwv avix<f>opG)v Kal voarjfxdTCov , ttjv S' rjixere-

pav ttoXlv ovSels dv ov8 enreiv roXfirjaeie rrpo rrys"

drv)(^ias rrjs iv 'EAAi^ctttovtoj yevop-evris ais tolov-

100 Tov iv TOLS avfXfxdy^OL's tl SLaTrpa^apLevqv . aAA'

eTTeiSr) AaKeSaifiovioi KvpLot KaraaravTes rdjv

'EAAt^i^oji' TrdXiv i^eTTLTTTOV €K TOjv TTpaypidrcjv, iv

TOVTOLS TOL$ KaipoLs araaiai^ovacov rcov dXXcov

TToXecov Su' 7) rpels tcov arparriywv rdJv rjperepcov,

ov yap aTTOKpui/jofiaL TaXr^dis, i^rjpbapTOV Tvepi

TLvas avToJv iXTrit^ovreg, ^v p.ifX'qcTcovrai rds l^Trap-

Tiarcov TTpd^eis, fxdXXov aura? Svvijaeadai Kara-

101 ax^Zv. ware SLKaLcos dv e/ceiVots" iJiev dvavres

iyKaXiaeiav (Ls dpxrjyois yeyevr^pLevoi? /cat SiSa-

OKoXoLs rdJv roLovrcov epycov, tols S' rjfjLerepocs,

a)a7T€p TCOV fxadrjTCov tols vtto tcov vmaxvovfiivcov

i^rjTTaTrjfxivoLS /cat StTj/xapTi^/cdcrt tcov iXrrLScov,

cIkotcjos dv avyyvcofx-qv exotev.

102 To Toivvv TeXevTaZov, o pLovoL /cat /ca^' avTovs

enpa^av, tCs ovk ol8ev otl kolvtjs rjpxv ttjs kx^pas
VTTapxovorjs ttjs Trpds tovs ^ap^dpovs /cat tovs

^aaiXias avTcov, 'qpceZs pi€v iv TToXipiOLs ttoXXoZs

ytyvopievoi /cat pLeydXaig uvp,(f)opaZs evLore Trepi-

" See Paneg. 1 14.
* At Aegospotami, 405 b.c. See Paneg. 119.
* See, however, Isocrates' bitter attack upon the Athenian

militaristic policy in the Peace, especially 44. Among the
Athenian generals, he is here thinking mainly of Chares
(the enemy and opposite of his friend and pupil, Timotheus.
See Antid. 129 and note), who seems to have uniformly
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And as to the stirring up of faction and slaughter

and revolution in these cities, which certain critics

impute both to Athens and to Sparta, you -snll find

that the Lacedaemonians have filled all the states,

excepting a very few, with these misfortunes and
afflictions," whereas no one would dare even to allege

that our city, before the disaster which befel her in

the Hellespont,* ever perpetrated such a thing among
her allies. But when the Lacedaemonians, after

having been in the position of dictators over the

Hellenes, were being driven from control of affairs

—at that juncture, when the other cities were rent

by faction, two or three of our generals (I will

not hide the truth from you) mistreated some of

them, thinking that if they should imitate the deeds
of Spartans they would be better able to control

them/ Therefore all may justly charge the Lace-
daemonians ^vith having been the instigators and
teachers of such deeds, but may with good reason

make allowance for us, as for pupils who have been
deceived by the false promises of their tutors and
disappointed in their expectations.

I come now finally to those offences which they
alone and by themselves committed."* Who does not

know that the Spartans, notwithstanding that they
and we harbour in common a feeling of hatred towards
the barbarians and their kings, and notwithstanding

that the Athenians, although beset by many wars and
involved at times in great disasters, their territory

preferred force to persuasion or conciliation in the treatment
of the Athenian allies. See Introduction to Peace.

^ That is, conduct of the Spartans which has no parallel

in Athenian history. Compare, for the contrast here drawn
between Sparta and Athens in their feeling for the barbarians,
Pamg. 156-159, 120, 121.
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TTLTTTOvres KUL TTJs )(^d)pas rjfJLOJv da/jia nopdovfjievris

Kai refjivoiJievris ovSeTTCoTTor' i^XeipajJiev irpos rrjv

€Keivcov (^tAiav /cat avfifiaxtav, dAA' vnep cov

ToXs 'KXXrjaiv eTTe^ovXevaav jjnaovvreg avrovs Si-

ereXeaapLev pidXXov ^ rovs iv rip Trapovn KaKcos rjpids

103 TTOiovvras' Aa/ceSatyLtovtot S' ovre 7Tda)(ovT€s KaKov

[254] ovSev ovre pceXXovres ovre SeSiore? els tovt'

dTrXiqarias rjXdov, oiar ovk e^iqpKeaev avTols ep^etj/

riqv Kara yrjv dp)(rjv, dXXd Koi rrjv Kara OdXarrav
bvvap,LV ovTcos eTTedvpLTjaav Xa^elv, (Lore Kara tovs

avrovs ;\;povous' rovs re avpLpidxovs rovs rjpLerepovs

d(f)iaracrav, iXevdepcoaeiv avrovs vma-xyovpLevoL,

/cat ^acrtAet irepl c^iXias hieXeyovro /cat crvp,p.a)(Las,

TTapaScoaeiv avrco (f>daKovres drravras rovs errl

104 rrjs Aaia? KaroiKovvras , inareis Se hovres rovrois

dpL(f)orepoLS /cat KaraTToXepijaavres rjpuds, ovs piev

eXevdepwaeiv ojpioaav, KareSovXa)aavro pidXXov r)

rovs EiAcuTas", ^acrtAet 8e roLavrrjv X^P'-^ airehoaav

cSctt' eTTecaav rov dSeXcJiov avrov Kypov ovra

vecorepov dpi(f)tcTPrjreLV rijs ^aCTtAeta?, /cat arparo-

TTehov avro) avvayayovres /cat arparr]y6v KAe-

105 apxov eTTLarrjaavres dveTrepufjav ctt' eKelvov drvxT]-

(xavres 8' ev rovroLs /cat yvioadevres (x)V eTredvpLOVV,

/cat piLarjdevres vrro Trdvrcov, els TToXepiov /cat

rapaxas roaavras Kareariqaav oaas eiKos rovs

/cat 7T€pl rovs "KXXrjvas /cat rovs ^ap^apovs e^-

rjp.aprrjK6ras.

Ylepl Sv ovK otS' o Tt Set TrXeico Xeyovra Sta-

" In the Peloponnesian War.
* The Treaty of Miletus, 412 b.c. See Thuc. viii. 18.
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being often ravaged and cut off by the enemy ,<•

never once turned their eyes towards friendship and
alliance with the barbarians, but continued stead-

fastly to cherish a stronger hatred against them
because of what they plotted against the Hellenes
than we feel towards those who now seek to injure

Athens—who does not know, I say, that the Spartans,

although untroubled by any evil or even by any
prospect or fear of evil, advanced to such a pitch of

greed that they were not satisfied to hold the

supremacy by land, but were so greedy to obtain also

the empire of the sea that at one and the same time
they were inciting our allies to revolt, undertaking to

liberate them from our power, and were negotiating

with the Persian king a treaty of friendship and alU-

ance,** promising to give over to him all the Hellenes
who dwelt on the Asiatic coast ? And yet, after they
had given these pledges both to our allies and to the
King and had conquered us in war, they reduced
those whom they had sworn to set free to a state of
slavery worse than that of the Helots,*^ and thev re-

turned the favour of the King in such wise that thev
persuaded Cyrus, his younger brother, to dispute the
throne with him, and collected an army to support
Cyrus, placing Clearchus at its head, and dispatched
it against the King.** But having failed in this

treachery and betrayed their purposes to the world
and made themselves hated by all mankind, they
were plunged into such a state of warfare and con-
fusion as men should expect after ha%ing played false

with both the Hellenes and the barbarians.

I do not know what I need to take the time to say

" See Paneg. Ill and note.
* For this episode see Peace 98 and note.
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rpi^eiv, TrXrjv on Karavavfi,ax''']d€VT€s vtto re rrjs

^acnXeoJS Bvvdixetos Kal rrjs K^ovcovos arparriyias

106 ToiavrrjV eTroiiqaavTO ttjv elpiqviqv, rjs ovhels av

eTrtSei^etev oyV alaxtco TTcoTTore yevofievr^v ovr'

eTTOveihiaTorepav ovr oXiycoporepav rcJov 'EAAi^vcot'

ovr* ivavTicoTcpav tols Xeyojxivois vtto tlvojv irepl

rrjs dperrjg rrjg AaKeSaifJLOVLOJV ot rives, ore p.ev

avrovs 6 ^aaiXevs Searrorag rcov 'IEiXXt^vcov Kar-

earrjcrev, d(j)eXeu6ai rrjv ^aaiXeiav avrov Kai rrjv

evhaipioviav drraaav eTrexeLprjaav, eTTeiSr] Se Kara-

vavfiax'ijcrcLS rarreLvovg eTTOtrjaev, ov fiiKpov fxepos

avrcp rcx)V '^XX'qvoiv TrapeScoKav dXXa Travrag rovs

rrjv 'Aatav oiKovvras, 8Lapp-q8rjv ypaijsavres XPV'
107 adat rovd^ 6 ri dv avrog ^ovXrjrai,, Kal ovk fjaxvv-

dvjaav roiavras TTOiovpievoi rds ofioXoyias rrepl

dvSpcov, OLS ;!^pcojMevot avpupdxoiS r^p^ayv re Trepi-

eyevovro Kal rdJv ']LXXrjva)v Kvpioi Karearrjuav Kal

rrjv ^Aaiav diraaav TJXmaav Karaaxrjoeiv , dXXd

[255] rag roiavras avvdrjKas avroi r ev rois lepois rots

a(l>erepoLS avrcov dveypaipav Kal rovs crvfipLaxovs

rjvdyKaaav.

108 Tovs liev ovv dXXovs ovk o'iofiai Trpd^ecov irepcov

eTTiOvpLiqaeiv dKoveiv, dAA' e/c rcjv elprjixevcov t/cavo;?

{jiefxadr^Kevai vopneZv oTToia ris roiv TToXeoiv CKarepa

rrepl rovs "EAA^jva? yeyovev eyd) 8' ovx ovrco rvy-

xdvoj SiaKeifxevos, aAA' -qyovpiai rrjv v-rrodeaiv rjv

e7Toir]adp,r]v dXXcov re ttoXXcjv ttpooheladai X6ya>v,

Kal fidXiara rcov iniSei^ovrcdv rrjv dvoiav rwv

dvriXeyeiv rot? eip7]p,evois eTTix^iprjaovroiv ovs

" The battle of Cnidus, 394 u.c, in which the Spartan
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further about them except that after they had been
defeated in the naval battle " by the forces of the

King and by the leadership of Conon they made a

peace ^ of such a character that no one can point out

in all history one more shameful, more reprehensible,

more derogatory to the Hellenes, or more contra-

dictory to what is said by certain eulogists of the

virtue of the Lacedaemonians. For when the King
had estabUshed them as masters over the Hellenes,

they attempted to rob him of his kingdom and of all

his good fortune, but when the King defeated them in

battle on the sea and humbled them, they gave over

to him, not a small contingent of the Hellenes, but all

those who dwelt in Asia, explicitly wTiting into the

treaty that he should do with these according to his

pleasure ; and they were not ashamed of entering into

such covenants regarding men by whose help as alhes

they prevailed over us, became masters ofthe Hellenes,
and expected to subdue the whole of Asia ; on the

contrary, they inscribed such covenants in their own
temples '^ and compelled their alhes to do the same.

Now others will not care, I suppose, to hear about
any further deeds, but will think that they have
learned well enough from those which I have de-

scribed what has been the character of each of these

two states in their treatment of the Hellenes. I,

however, do not share this feeling but consider that

the subject which I undertook requires still many
other arguments, and above all such as will show the

folly of those who will attempt to refute what I have

fleet was defeated by the joint fleets of Conon, the Athenian
admiral, and Pharnabazus, the Persian satrap.

* Peace of Antalcidas. See Paneg. 115 and note.
" See Paneg. 180.
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109 otOjLiat paStcos" ^vprjoeiv. rwv yap aTToSexof^evcov

airaaas ras AaKeSaLfjiovLajv Trpa^et?, tovs fiev

^eXriarov? avrcov r^yovyiaL /cat TrX^iarov vovv

exovrag rr^v fxev YiTrapnaTwv TroXireiav irraLve-

aecrdai /cat rr^i' avriqv yvcojji-qv e^eiv Trepl avrrjs rjVTrep

TTporepov, irepL Se rwv et? tous" "EAAT^i'as' Trenpay-

110 p.€vu)v ofjiovorjaeiv rot? vtt ep,ov Xeyofxevotg, rovs

8e (f)avXorepovs ov jxovov Tovroiv ovras dXXa Kal

ra)v TToXXcbv, /cat nepl jjuev dXXov Trpdyp^aros

ovhevos dv olovs re yevofxevovs dveKTcJs elnelv,

TTepl he AaKeSaipiovLiov ov Swafievovs criajTrdv,

dXXd TTpoaSoKoJVTas , rjv vnep^aXXovras rovs inai-

vovs TTepl eKeivcov TTOLcbvrai, rrjv avrrjv XtjifjeadaL

So^av TOt? dSporepoLg avrcbv /cat ttoXv ^eXriocrtv

111 eti'at hoKOvaf rovs hr] roLovrovs, enethdv aiaQojvrai

rovs roTTOVs drravras rrpoKareLXrjpifievovs Kal jLtrySe

TTpos ev dvreiTTeLv excoai rcov elpr^fievcov, eirl rov

Xoyov ot/xat rpei/jeadaL rov rrept rcJov TToXireLoiyv , Kal

TTapa^aXXovras rd/cei Kadearcbra rols evddhe, Kal

IxdXiara rrjv aa>(j)po(JVvrjV /cat Treidapxtav Trpos rds

Trap' rjplv oXtyojpias, e/c rovr<jov eyKcojjLLdaeiv rrjv

TiTrdprrjv.

112 *}i.v 8r] roLOvrov iinxeLpdjaL ri iroieZv, TrpoarjKeL

rovs ev (f)povovvras X-qpelv vofxi^eLv avrovs. eyd)

yap inredejxrjv ovx d)S Trepl rwv TToXireiaJv Sta-

Xe^ofxevos, aAA' (Ls eTTiSet^cov rrjv ttoXlv rjixcov ttoXv

rrXeiovos d^iav AaKeSaiixovLcov Trepl rovs "Ei?^rjvas

yeyevrjuevrjv. 'qv fxev ovv dvaipcbcrL ri rovrcov, •^

TTpd^ets erepas Koivas Xeycocn Trepi as eKeivoL

^eXriovs "qf-cajv yeyovaaiv , ecKorcos av erraivov

[256] rvyxdvoiev riv he Xeyeiv emxeipiixn Trept Sv eycb

pLrjhepiiav fxveiav TTOir)GaLpir)v, htKat,a)s dv arraaiv
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said, and these arguments I think I shall find ready at

hand. For of those who applaud all the actions of the

Lacedaemonians, the best and the most discerning

will, I think, commend the polity of the Spartans and
remain of the same opinion about it as before, but will

concede the truth ofwhat I have said about the things

which they have done to the Hellenes. Those, how-
ever, who are inferior not only to these but to the

great majority of men and who could not speak
tolerably about any other subject, albeit they are not
able to keep silent about the Lacedaemonians, but
expect that ifthey extol them extravagantly they will

gain a reputation equal to thosewho are reputed abler

and much better than themselves—these men, when
they perceive that all the topics have been covered
and find themselves unable to gainsay a single

point which I have made, ^\i\\, I think, turn their

attention to the question of polities, comparing the

institutions of Sparta and of Athens, and especially

their sobriety and disciphne \Wth our carelessness and
slackness, and will eulogize the Spartans on these

grounds.

If, however, they attempt anything of the sort, all

intelligent men should condemn them as speaking
beside the point. For I undertook my subject with
the avowed purpose, not of discussing polities, but
of proWng that our city has been of much greater

service to the Hellenes than has the city of the

Lacedaemonians. If, then, they can overthrow any
of these .proofs or cite other achievements common
to both these cities in which the Spartans have shown
themselves superior to us, naturally they should be
commended. But if they attempt to bring in matters
of which I have made no mention, they will deserve
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113 dvaiadiJT(jos ^x^iv hoKolev. ov [jL'r]v aAA' eTretS?; 7T€p

avTovs oLOfjLai tov Xoyov rov Trept rcbv TToXireiojv

et? TO fxeaov eyi^aXelv, ovk OKviqaoi 8iaAe;(07yvat

Trepi avTcbv' ot/xat yap ev avrolg tovtols ttjv ttoXlv

Tjjjiwv eTriSeL^eiv TrXeov hieveyKoucrav rj rols tJSt]

TTpO€Lp7]fX€VOLS

.

114 Kat jMT^Sets" VTToXd^rj p,e ravr elprjKevaL irepl

ravT-qs, rfv dvayKaaQivres fxereXd^opLev, dXXd Trepl

rr^s TOJv Trpoyovcov, rjs ov Kara^povqaavTes ol

trarepes rjjxoJv ein rrjv vvv KadeaToJaav wppirjaav,

dAAa TTepl p,€v rds dXXas irpd^eis ttoXv cnrovhaLo-

repav eKeivqv TrpoKpivavres, vepi Se ttjv Svvap,(.v

rrjV Kara ddXarrav ravr-qv )(pr]ai,p.cor€pav elvat

vopiil,ovr€s , rjv Xa^ovres Kai /caAco? iTnpieXrjdevTes

OLoi t' iyevovTO Kat ras cTTi^ovXas rag Hirap-

TLaTU)v dpivvaadai Kai ttjv UeXorrovvrjcncov drrdv-

roiv pa)[jir)v, (Lv Karr^TTeiye rrjv ttoXlv rrepl €K€lvov

TOV ')(^p6vov fiaXiara TrepLyeveudat TToXefjiovdav.

115 cSar' oySets dv StKatoJS' eTTtri/xi^crete rots' eAo-

fxevoLS avTiqv ov yap Si-q/JLaprov tcov iXTriScov, oi58'

'qyvorjcrav ovSev ovre tcov dyadcov ovre twv KaKcov

TCOV TTpoaovTcov CKaTepq. tcov Svvdpecov, dAA'

aKpi^oJS rjSecrav ttjv p,ev Kara, yrjv rjyefxoviav utt'

evTa^ias Kal accx^poavvris Kal TreLdapx^ciS Kal tcov

dXXcov TCOV TOLOVTCov jjieXeTCop^evrjv, ttjv 8e /card

ddXaTTav SvvafXLV ovk e/c tovtcov av^avofievrjv

,

116 dAA' €K T€ TCOV T€-)(yCOV TCOV TTepl Ta? Vayj Kol TCOV

" The democracy of Solon and Cleisthenes, much praised

in the Areopagiticus.
* Beginning with Aristides and Themistocles, especially

the latter, who made Athens a sea-power,
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the censure of all for their lack of perception. Never-

theless, since I anticipate that they ^vill inject the

question of polities into the debate, I shall not shrink

from discussing it. For I think that I shall prove

that in this very matter our city has excelled more
than in those which I have already mentioned.

And let no one suppose that I have said these things

with reference to our present pohty, which we were
forced by circumstances to adopt, but rather with

reference to the polity of our ancestors," from which

our fathers * changed over to that which is now in

force, not because they condemned the older polity

—on the contrary, for the other acti\ities of the

state they preferred it as much superior—, but
because they considered that for the exercise of

supremacy by sea this poHty was more expedient

by adopting which and -sWsely administering it they
were able to fend off both the plots of the Spartans

and the armed forces of all the Peloponnesians, over

whom it was of vital import to Athens, especially at

that time, to have the upper hand in war. So that no
one could justly condemn those who chose our present

polity." For they were not disappointed in their

expectations, nor were they at all blind to both the

good and the bad features attached to either form of

rule, but, on the contrary, saw clearly that while a

land-power is fostered by order and sobriety and
disciphne and other hke qualities,** a sea-power is not
augmented by these but by the crafts which have to

* This making a virtue of necessity is inconsistent with
Isocrates' uncompromising attitude toward the excesses of
the later democracy in the Areopagiticus, the Peace, and
even in this discourse. See 14o if.

"* Cf. Peace 102.
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eAaweiv avras Swafxevcov /cat tcjv to. a(f)€T€pa fjLev

avrcov aTToXcoXeKorajv , ck 8e tcov dXXorpicov TTopi-

l,eadai tov ^iov eWtafxevojv c5v elcrTreaovTcov els

TTjv ttoXlv ovk dSrjXos rjv 6 re Koafxos 6 rrjs

TToAtretas" rrjs irpoTepov V7Tap)(ovarjs XvOiqaopievos,

T] re TCOV avp,pLa)(^a)V evvoia Ta)(^eoj'S XrjipofjLevTj

fjLeTa^oXrjv , orav ols irporepov p^ajpa? eStSoaav Kal

TToXeis, TOVTOVs dvayKa^coai avvrd^eis /cat (popovs

VTTOTeXetv , tv' exoJCTi pnadov StSorat rols tolovtols

117 oLovs oXiyo) TTporepov etTrov. dXX oficog ovSev

ayvoovvres rcov 7Tpoeipr]jxeva>v ev6pn,t,ov rfj TToXei

rfi TrjXiKavrr] jxev to /xeyedog, roLavrrjv 8' e)(ovar]

ho^ai^, XvaireXelv /cat TrpeTrett' dndaas virop^eZvaL

[257] Tas hvaxepeia? pidXXov r) r'qv AaKehaifiovtcov

ap^crjv hvolv yap TTpaypbdroiv TrpoTeivopuevoiv firj

(TTTOvSaioiv, Kpeirrco ttju aipeatv elvai tov Seivd

TTOielv erepovg t] rrdax^i'i' avTOvg /cat rod firj

St/catoj? TCOV dXXcov dp^^iv pidXXov t) (jyedyovTag

rrjv atrtav' ravrr^v dStKcos Aa/ceSat/xowots" Sou-

US Xeveiv. drrep diravTes fxev dv ol vovv e^ovTes

eXoLvro /cat ^ovXrjdeLev, dXiyoi 8' dv Tires' tcx)v

TTpocnroLOVfxevcov elvat aocjicov ipcoTrjdevTes ovk dv

(f)'qaaLev. at fxev ovv alriai 8t' as fiereXa^ov ttjv

TToXiTeiav Tr)v vtto tlvcov i/jeyofxevrjv dvrl ttjs vtto

" The homeless refugees who enlisted in the naval service

of Athens for pay and the chance to pillage. See especially

Peace 44 ff. and Epist. ix. 9.
* Cf. Eur. Hecuba 607 : vavTLKTj t dvapxi-a-

" This cynicism accords ill with his plea for justice as a
rule of conduct for states in Peace 28 ff., where he approaches
the Platonic ideal that it is better to suffer than to do wrong
(Plato, Gorgias 469 c ff.). Here Isocrates inclines, for once,

to the " practical " view of Demosthenes : that if all other
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do with the building of ships and by men who are able

to row them—men who have lost their own possessions

and are accustomed to derive their livelihood from the

possessions of others," Our fathers did not fail to fore-

see that with the introduction of these elements into

the state the order and discipline of the former polity

would be relaxed ** and that the good will of our allies

would soon undergo a change when the Athenians

should compel the Hellenes, to whom they had
previously given lands and cities, to pay contributions

and tribute to Athens in order that she might have
the means to pay the kind of men whom I mentioned
a moment ago. Nevertheless, although they were
not blind to any of the things which I have mentioned,

they considered that it was both advantageous and
becoming to a state so great in size and reputation to

bear with all difficulties rather than with the rule of

the Lacedaemonians. For having the choice between
two pohcies, neither of them ideal, they considered it

better to choose to do injury to others rather than to

suffer injury themselves and to rule without justice

over others rather than, by seeking to escape that re-

proach, to be subject unjustly to the Lacedaemonians
—a course which all sensible men would prefer and
desire for themselves," albeit a certain few of those

who claim to be wise men, were the question put to

them, would not accept this view. These, then, are

the reasons—I have perhaps gone into them at undue
length—but, in any case, these are the reasons why

states made justice the basis of their foreign policy it would
be shameful for Athens not to observe it ; but in a world
where all other states are seeking the power to do injustice,

for Athens alone to be governed by that ideal to her
disadvantage would be " not justice but cowardice." See
Demosth. For the Rhodians 28, 29.
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7rdin-cov eTratvou/xeVT^?, Sta /xaKporepiov [xev avras
SirjXdov, avrai § ovv rjcrav.

119 "HSrj 8e TTepl rjg re VTTedejx'qv /cat rajv Trpoyovcov

TTOiijaop.ai Tovs Xoyovg, eKCLVcov tcov ^povcov ewL-

Xa^ofievos 6r^ ovk -qv ovr 6Xiyap)(^ias ovre SrjfjLOKpa-

rias ovofid ttco Xeyofxevov, dXXd fxovapxto-i, Kal rd
ydvTj rd rdjv ^ap^dpcov /cat rds TToXeis ra? 'EAA?^-

120 i^tSa? aTrdaas Slwkovv. 8ta tovto 8e TTpoeiXopLrjV

TToppcorepcodev TTOL-qaaadat ttjv dpxrjv, upibrov

pbkv -qyovfxevos TrpoarjKeLV tols dp.(f)i.a^r]rovaiv

dpeTTJs evdvs aTTO yeveds h(,a(f>epovrag elvai rcov

dXXcov, eireir alaxwopuevos et irepl dvhp(x)v dyadcov

fJL€V ovSev he [xot TrpoarjKOVTCOV TrXeiu) StaXexdels

Twv fierpicov rrepl rwv rrpoyovcov rdJv Trjv ttoXlv

KdXXicrra SiOLKTjadvrojv fxrjSe puKpdv TTOLijaofxai,

121 p-veiav, ot roaovrov ^eXriovs iyevovro ra>v roiavrag

hvvaareias e)(ovTa>v, oaov Trep dvSpes ot cf)povL-

fjLcoraroL Kal TrpaoTaroi hieveyKoiev dv drjpicjov rcov

dypicjraTCJV /cat TrXeiarr]? co/aott^to? peardjv.

Tt yap OVK dv evpoipiev tCov vnep^aXXovrajv

dvoaiorrjTL /cat SetvoTTyrt TreTTpayfxevov ev rats

dXXais TToXeai, Kal iidXtOT ev raty pLeyiarais Kal

Tore vopLil^opievais Kal vvv elvai hoKOvcrais; ov

<f)6vovs dSeX<f)d)v Kal Trarepcov Kal ^evcjv irapi-

122 TrXrjOeLS yeyev7]pievovs ; ov a(f)ayds p,riTepu)v Kal

p,L^€Ls Kal rraiSoTTouas e^ (ov irvyxcivov avrol

7T€<f>VK6r€g ; ov Traihcjov ^pcoaiv vtto twv OLKeio-

« See Paneg. 23. " See 72 ff.

" Compare Montaigne, Essays, chap. xlii. :
" Plutarch

says somewhere that he does not find so great a dilFerence

between beast and beast as he does between man and man ;

which he says in reference to the internal qualities and per-

fections of the soul. And, in truth, I find so vast a difference
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they adopted the polity which is criticized by some in

place of the polity which is commended by all.

I shall now proceed to speak about the poUty
which I took for my subject and about our ancestors,

going back to the early times when neither the word
oligarchy nor the word democracy was as yet in our

speech, but when monarchies governed both the

barbaric races and all the Hellenic states. I have
chosen to begin with a period rather remote for

these reasons : first, because I consider that those

who lay claim to superior excellence ought from
the very beginning of their race to be distinguished

above all others," and, second, because I should be
ashamed if, ha\ing spoken at undue length of men
who, though noble,'' are nowise akin to me, I should

not even briefly mention those of our ancestors who
most excellently governed our city, since they were
as much superior to those who rule with absolute

power as the wisest and gentlest of mankind may
be said to excel the ^vildest and the most savage of

the beasts.*'

For what among crimes that are unparalleled in

their wickedness and crueltv shall we not find to have
been perpetrated in the other states and especially

in those which at the time of which I am speaking
were considered the greatest and even now are so

reputed ? Has there not abounded in them murder
of brothers and fathers and guest-friends ; matricide
and incest and begetting of children by sons with
their own mothers ; feasting of a father on the flesh

between Epaminondas, according to my judgement of him,
and some that I know, who are j'et men of good sense, that
I would willingly enhance upon Plutarch, and say that there
is more difference between such and such a man than there
is between such a man and such a beasL"
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TaroiV eTTi^e^ovXevixevrjv ; ovk eK^oXag Sv lyiv-

[258] vr\aa.v, koX KaTanovTiafjiovs f<al rf^Aojcret? Kal

Tocravrag to TrXrjOog KaKOTrodas, aSare firjSeva

TTCoTTore aTToprjaai tcov eWtaixivcDV Kad^ eKacnov
rov eviavTov etacfjepcLv et? to dearpov ras totc

yeyevrjixevag avjjLcJiopds ;

123 Taura 8e SltjXOov ovk eKeivovs XotSoprjaai. ^ou-

Xojxevos, aAA' eViSei^at Trapa rots rjfJierepoLs ov

fiovov ovSev TOLOVTOV yeyevrjfxevov tovto fiev yap
av ar}p.€Lov -qv ovk dpeTrjs aAA' d)s ovx op.oioL

rag <f)va€Lg rjaav rots dvoaicordrois yeyevrifievois'

Sei 8e rovs eTTix^ipovvras Kad" VTrep^oX-qv rLvas

inaLvelv p,ri rovro piovov einheLKVvvat , prj ttovyj-

povs ovras avrovs, aAA' chs dvdaais rals dperals

Kal rcbv rore Kal rcov vvv htr]V€yKav. direp €xoi

Tt? av Kal vepl rcov Trpoyovcov rcov 'qp.€repa)v

124 elrreZv. ovrin yap ocricos Kal KaXcos Kal rd irepl

rrjv TToXiv Kal rd irepl a^ds avrovs hia>Krjaav,

oiaTTcp TTpoarJKOv r^v rovs drro Oeatv pev yeyovoras,

TTpcorovs Se Kal ttoXiv olKiqaavras Kal vopois

Xpyjcrapevovs , diravra he rdv XP^^^^ 'qaKrjKoras

evae^CLav pkv nepl rovs deovs ScKaLoavvrjv he rrepl

rovs dvdpcoTTOVs, ovras he piiqre piydhas pijr^

i7T7]Xvhas, dXXd povovs avrox^ovas riov 'EAA?^-

" Most of these horrors are taken from the Argive legend
of the house of Pelops and the Theban story of the house of
Labdacus : from the former, Thyestes feasting unwittingly
upon the flesh of his own sons, served up to him by his

brother, Atreus ; from the latter, Oedipus exposed as a child

by his parents to perish in the mountains, the slaying of
Laius, his father, by Oedipus, the marriage of Oedipus to

his own mother, Jocasta, the death at each other's hands of

the sons, Eteocles and Polyneices, who were born of that

incestuous union, and the blinding of Oedipus.
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of his own sons, plotted by those nearest of kin ;

exposure of infants by parents, and drownings and
blindings " and other iniquities so many in number
that no lack of material has ever been felt by those

who are wont each year to present in the theatre *

the miseries which transpired in those days ?

I have recounted these atrocities -with the desire,

not of maligning these states, but of showing not

only that nothing of the sort happened among the

Athenians—for this would be a proof, not of their

superior excellence, but merely that they were not

of the same character as those who have proved
themselves the most godless of men. However,
those who undertake to praise any people in super-

lative terms must show, not only that they were not

depraved, but that they excelled in all the virtues

both those who lived at that time and those who are

now living—which is the very claim that one may
make for our ancestors. For they administered both
the affairs of the state and their ovm affairs as

righteously and lionourably as was to be expected
of men who were descended from the gods,'' who
were the first to found a city and to make use of

laws,** who at all times had practised reverence in

relation to the gods and justice in relation to man-
kind, who were neither of mixed origin nor invaders of

a foreign territory but were, on the contrary, alone

among the Hellenes, sprung from the soil itself,*

" These stories furnished largely the themes of the tragic

poets.
' According to one story it was from the seeds sown by

Hephaestus on the soil of Attica that the Athenians were
sprung. See Aeschylus, Eumenides 13.

* See Paneg. 39, 40, and notes.
' See Paneg. 24 and note.
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125 va>v, Kal ravrrjv exovras rrjv ;)(6(jpav Tpo(f>6v e^ rjg

7T€p €(f>vaav, Kal arepyovras avr-qv opboiois warrep

ol jSeArtcTTOi Tovs Trarepag Kal rag ixrjxepas rag

avTCOV, TTpos 8e tovtols ovrco deocfiiXeLS ovras,

a>ad^ o So/cet p^aAeTraJrarov' elvai Kal crTravLCjOTa-

Tov, evpeZv rt^a? rtov oLkiov rcbv rvpavvLKchv

Kal ^aacXiKcov €ttI rerrapas rj Trevre yeveas

126 8ia/x6tVavTa?, Kal tovto avpi^rjvaL jjlovols eKeivoi'S.

^Yipix^ovLog jjiev yap 6 cf)vg e^ 'H^atarou /cat Trjg

TTapa Ke/cpoTTO? aTratSo? ovros dppevcov TraiScov

Tov oIkov Kal rrjv ^aatXeiav TrapeXa^ev evrevOev

8' dp^dpL€VOL TrdvTeg ol yevofievoL jLter CKeivov,

ovreg ovk dXiyot, rag Krrjaeig rag avrcov Kai ra?

8i'vaaTeias' rots' avrtov Traial Trapehoaav p-^XP''

Qrjcreajg.

Oept ov Trpo TToXXov dv eTTOirjaap.'qv jxrj 8t-

eiXex^o-i' TTpoTepov Trepi ttjs apeTrjs Kai tcov rre-

7Tpayp.€VCOV avrco' ttoXv yap dv fjidXXov 'qpfjLoaev iv

rep Xoycp Tw irepl rrjs TToXecog SteXOeXv Trepl avrcov.

127 dAAa yap ;^aAe7r6v -qv, jxaXXov 8' dSvvarov, rd

Kar eKclvov irreXdovra rdv xp^vov et? rovrov

[259] dTToOeaOai rov Kaipov, ov ov TrporjSeLV iaop^evov.

eK€iva pikv ovv €daop,€V, €7T€iSr) Trpdg to rrapov

avrols KaT€XP'qcrdp,rjv , pudg 8e fiovov p^vrjadtjcropLat

TTpd^eoJS,
fj

avp.^e^'rjKe piriT elpTJadai rrporepov

pirjre TreTrpaxdai, pirjh vcf) evog dXXov ttXtjv vtto

Q-qaecos, o-rjfjLetov 8' eii^at pLcyiarov rrjs dperrjs

128 rrjs eKetvov Kal (f)povrja€a>s. ^xo^v yap ^aaiXeiav

da<^aXe(Trdr7]V Kal pLeyiarrjv, iv
fj

ttoAAo. Kal KaXd

SiaTTeTTpaypbevog rjv Kai Kara noXepov Kal Trepl
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possessing in this land the nurse of their very exist-

ence and cherishing it as fondly as the best of children

cherish their fathers and mothers, and who, further-

more, were so beloved of the gods that—what is of all

things in the world the most difficult and rare, namely,

to find examples of royal houses or houses of absolute

rulers remaining in power through four or five

generations—this too transpired among our ancestors

alone. For Erichthonius, the son of Hephaestus and
Earth, took over from Cecrops, who was without

male descent, his house and kingdom ; and begin-

ning with this time all those who came after him

—

not a few in number—handed down their possessions

and their powers to their sons until the reign of

Theseus.

I would give much not to have spoken about the

virtue and the achievements of Theseus on a former
ecasion," for it would have been more appropriate
'.) discuss this topic in my discourse about our city.

But it was difficult, or rather impossible, to post-

pone the things which at that time occurred to me
to say to the present occasion, which I could not
foresee would come to me. Therefore I shall pass

over this topic, since I have already exhausted it for

my present purpose, and shall mention only a single

course of action which, as it happens, has neither

been discussed by anyone before nor been achieved
by any other man but Theseus, and which is a signal

proof of his virtue and wisdom. For although he
ruled over the securest and greatest of kingdoms **

and in the exercise of this power had accomplished
many excellent things both in war and in the ad-

" See Helen 18 flF.

* Repeated from Helen 18.
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SioLK-qaLV TTJs TToXeoJS, airavra ravd^ VTrepelSev,

Kai fJLoiXXov eiAcTO ttjv So^av rrjv cxtto tojv ttovojv

/cat Tojv aywvojv eis cnravra rov xpovov jxvrjjxovev-

drjaojjievrjv r] r'qv paOvjJiLav /cat rrjV evhatfxovLav

TTjv Sta TTjv ^aaiXeiav ev rip irapovrt yiyvopicvrjv.

129 Kal ravT* CTrpa^ev ovk eTreihrj Trpea^vrepos yevo-

p,€Vos OLTToXeXavKajg -^v tcov dyadcov tojv TvapovTiDV

,

aAA' oLKp^d^cov, (OS Xeyerai, rrjv fxev ttoXiv Stot/ceti'

TOJ TrXiqdeL TrapeScoKev, avTos 8' vnep ravrrjs re

/cat roJv dXXcov '^aXt^vcov StereAei KLvSvvevcov.

130 liepi p,€V ovv rrjs Qrjaeojs dperrjs vvv fiev cos

olovr rjv avep^vqaafiev, irporepov S aTrdaas av-

rov rds TTpd^ets ovk d/xeAa>j SL-qXdop,€v irepl 8e

riov TTapaXa^ovrcov rrjv rrjs TToXecos SioiKirjaiv, rjv

€Kelvos TTapeSiOKev, ovk exoi rivas eTraivovs eiTTcbv

d^iovs dv etrjv eiprjKcbs rrjs e/cetVcov Stavoias".

olrives dneipoi iroXireicbv ovres, ov Sir^fiaprov

alpovpievoL rrjs vtto Txavroiv dv ofioXoyrjdeLarjs ov

piovov elvai Koivordrr^s kol SiKaiordrr^s , dXXd /cat

avpL(jiOpuirdrr]s aTracrt Kat rot? p^pcojLteVotS' rj8Larr]s.

131 Kareorijaavro yap hrjpuOKpariav ov rrjv eiKfj ttoXl-

revopidvrjv, /cat vopLit,ovaav rrjv piev dKoXaaiav

iXevdeptav elvai, rr]v 8' e^ovaiav 6 rt ^ovXerai ris

TTOielv evhaipioviav , dXXd rrjv rocs roiovroLs piev

eTrtTi/xcDcrav, dpiaroKparia 8e XP^H'^^V^' V^ o^ P-^^

TToAAot xpr]aip,a)rdrrjv ovcrav ayoTiep rrjv dno rdjv

" For Theseus as the author of the spirit of the Athenian
pohty see Helen 35-37.
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ministration of the state, he disdained all this and
chose the glory which, in consequence of his labours

and his struggles, would be remembered for all

time in preference to the ease and felicity which,

because of his royal power, were at his command
for the term of his life. And he did this, not after

he had grown old and had taken his pleasure in the

good things at hand, but in the prime of his man-
hood, it is said, he gave over the state to the people

to govern," while he himself risked his life ^vithout

ceasing for the benefit of Athens and of the rest of

the Hellenes.

I have now touched upon the nobility of Theseus
so far as I could on the present occasion, ha\ing
formerly with some pains detailed his whole career.

But as to those who took over the administration of

the state, which he gave over to them, I am at a loss to

know by what terms of praise I can adequately extol

the genius of those men who, having no experience
of governments, did not err in their choice of that

polity which all the world would acknowledge to be
not only the most impartial and the most just, but
also the most profitable to all and the most agreeable

to those who lived under it. For they established

government by the people, not the kind which
operates at haphazard, mistaking licence for liberty

and freedom to do what one likes for happiness, ''

but the kind which frowns upon such excesses and
makes use of the rule of the best. Now the majority
count the rule of the best," which is the most advan-
tageous of governments (just as they do government
based upon a property qualification''), among the

* See Areop. 20 and note.
* Aristocracy. "* Timocracy.
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TifjLTjfjLaTOjv ev Tat? TroAtTetat? dpi6ixovai,Vy ov St'

dfjiadtav dyvoovvres , dXXd Sta to fxrjSev ttojitot

132 avTol'S fieXrjaaL rcbv Seovrcov. eyd> 8e ^Sr^jitt rds fJi^v

tSea? Tcov TToXiTeicbv rpeXg elvai fxovas, oXiyap^Lav

,

[260] St)jxoKparlav, p^ovapxiav, tojv 8' eV rayrats" ot/cow-

rtov baoi fxev elwdaaiv IttI rds dpxds Kadiurdvai
Kai Tct? dXXag Trpd^eis rovs iKavwrdrovs rcbv

TToXtraJv /cat rovs piiWovras dpiarra /cat Si/catoTaTa

Tcbv TTpaypLarojv eTTiaTarrjaeLV , tovtovs pcev iv

aTrdaais Tat? TToAtTetat? KaXats OLK-qaeiv /cat Trpos

133 (Tcf)ds avTOVs /cat Trpo? rovs dXXovs' rovs 8e Tot?

dpaavrdroLs Kal TTOvrjpordTOis inl ravra xp(^p-^vovs,

/cat TCJV jxev rfj voXei avp.(f)ep6vra>v fxiqhev <^povri-

t,ovaiv, VTrep 8e rr\s avrcbv TrXeove^ias iroLfiois

ovuLV OTiovv TrdcTX^f-v, rds 8e rovrwv TToXeis ofioiojs

otKrjaeadai rals tcov TrpoearcoTCov TTOvrjptaig' tovs

Se fJLT^d ovrco p^rjd co? Trporepov eiTTOv, dXX' orav

jjLev dappdJai, tovtovs p-aXtcrTa Tip,a)VTas, rovs Trpos

X^P^^ XeyovTas, oTav 8e Seiacoaiv, €7tI tovs ^cXtl-

(TTOvs /cat <f)povipcoTaTOVs KaTa(f}evyovras , tovs 8e

TOLOVTOvs ivaXXd^ totc p.ev x^^pov totc 8e ^eXTiov

TTpd^eiv.

134 At fxev ovv (f)vcr€t,s Kal Svvdp^eis tcoi/ 77oAtTeta;i'

ovTcos exovatv, r]yovp,ai 8e TavTa p.€v irepoLS ttoXv

nXeiovs Xoyovs Trape^eiv tcov vvv €Lprjp,evojv, ip-ol

" Plato, Republic 544 c ff., distinguishes these three types :

monarchy, which may be either a constitutional or an absolute
rule ; government by the few, which may be either an
aristocracy or an oligarchy ; and democracy. Aristotle,

Politics iii. 6 ff., recognizes three types : monarchy, aristo-

cracy, and a republic, and, corresponding to them (aber-

rations from them), three debased forms, tyranny, oligarchy,

and democracy. Isocrates' point is that any one of these
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distinct kinds of polity, being mistaken, not because
of ignorance, but because they have never taken any
interest in the things which should claim their atten-
tion. But I, for my part, hold that there are three
types of pob'ty and three only : oligarchy, democracy,
and monarchy." and that of the people who live under
these all who are wont to place in charge of their

offices and of their affairs in general those of their

fellow-citizens who are most competent and who will

most ably and justly direct the affairs of state—all

these, I hold, \W11 govern well, under any type of
polity, both in their domestic relations and in their

relations to the rest of the world. On the other
hand, when men employ in these positions of leader-

ship those of their citizens who are the most brazen
and the most depraved and who take no thought
for the things which are advantageous to the common-
wealth but are ready to go to any extreme to further

their personal advantage, the character of their

government \\ill correspond to the depra\itj- of the
men at the head of their affairs. Again, all who are

not of the latter class nor of that which I mentioned
pre\iously, but who, when they feel secure, honour
before others those who speak for the gratification

of the public and, when they are afraid, seek refuge
in the best and wisest of their citizens—such men
will fare now worse now better as the case may be.

This, then, is the truth regarding the natures and
powers of the several polities—a theme which will,

I think, furnish to others material for much more
extended discussion, although I must not speak

forms may be an aristocracy ; it is the spirit of the constitu-
tion which matters (138); that government is best {i.e. an
aristocracy) where the best men rule.
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o ovKeri irepi ctTracraiv avTchv elvai StaAeKreor,

aAAa TTepl [xovrjs ttjs tcov Trpoyovcov ravrrjv yap
VTreaxopLTiv eTTihel^eiv aTTOvhatorepav /cat irXeiovajv

ayadwv alrlav ovaav T'qg ev UTrdpTj] Kadearr^KVLaS'

135 earai 8' o Xoyos rols p-ev rjSecos civ d/coucracri

7ToXtT€iav XPV^'^W ^H-^^ Sce^iovTos ovt oxXrjpos

OVT aKatpoSy dAAa avpLp,eTpos koL Trpoa-qKcov rots*

nporepov etp-qpievoLg, tols 8e p^-q xaipovai rols pc^ra

TToXXrjg arTTOvSrjs elprjpLevoLS, dXXa toZs iv raig

Travrjyvpeai pidXiara p,€V XoiSopovpLevois, ^v S'

aTToaxcovrai rrjs p,avLag ravTTjs, iyKcapudt^ovaiv •^

rd (jiavXoTara tojv ovtcxjv •^ rovs Trapavopuxirdrovs

Tcov yeyevrjpLevcov, tovtols S' avrov oi/xat ho^eiv

136 TToXv pLaKpoTcpov elvai tov Seovros. epLol 8e tcov

pi€V rotovTOJV aKpoaraJv ovhev ttcottot ipbeXrjaev,

ovhk rols dXXoi'S rols €V (f)povovaiv, eKetvcov Se rdjv

d re rrpoelTTOV rrpo drravros rod Xoyov pivrjpovevaov-

[261] r(x)V, rep re irXriQet, rdJv XeyopLevcDV ovk eTTLripirj-

aovrojv, ouS' ^v pcvpioiv cTrcov
fj
ro pi,rJKos, dXX icf)'

avrols elvat vopnovvrcov roaovrov dvayvcovat puepos

KOL hieXdelv OTToaov dv avrol ^ovXr]dcoaLv, Trdvrtov

Se pdXtarra rcbv ovSevos dv 'qSiov dKovovrcov tj

Xoyov Ste^tovTO? dvSpcov dperds fat TroAeoj? rpoirov

137 KaXcos OLKOvpuevfjs, airep el pupirjaaadai rives ^ov-

Xrjdelev koL Svvr^delev, avroi r dv ev pieydXr) So^rj

rov ^iov hiaydyoiev koI rds rroXeis rds avrwv

evhaipjovas noi-qaeiav.

" It appears to have been a common practice for speakers
to show oif their oratorical powers by extolling such themes.
See Paneg. close and note ; Helen 12.
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further on the general subject but must confine

myself to the polity of our ancestors. For I under-
took to prove that this has been of greater worth
and the source of greater benefits than the pohty
which obtains in Sparta. And what I say on this

head will prove, for those who would gladly hear me
discuss an excellent pohty, neither burdensome nor
untimely but of due measure and in keeping with
what I have said before ; those, however, who take
pleasure, not in the things which have been spoken
in deep seriousness, but rather in the orators who
rail at each other most of all at the public assemblies,

or, if the speakers refrain from this madness, in

those who deliver encomiums on the most trivial

things « or on the most lawless men who have ever
lived—to these, I think, what I say -will seem
much longer than it should be. I, however, have
never concerned myself in the least with such
auditors, any more than do other sensible men, but
rather with those who will keep in mind what I said
in preface to my whole discourse and at the same
time will not frown upon the length of my speech,
even though it extend through thousands upon
thousands of words, but will realize that it hes in

their power to read and peruse only such portion of
it as they themselves desire ; and most of all am I

concerned with those who, in preference to any
other, will gladly listen to a discourse which cele-

brates the virtues of men and the ways of a well-

governed state. For if any should have the wish
and the power to pattern their lives upon such
examples, they might themselves pass their days in

the enjoyment of high repute and render their own
countries happy and prosperous.
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Olovs fxkv ovv ev^aifirju av elvai tovs OLKovao-

fxevovs TOJv €fxcov, €LpT]Ka, SeSot/ca Se firj toiovtcov

yevofjueucov ttoAv KaraSeecrrepov etVca tcov irpay-

fxarajv irepL cbv /ze'AAo) TTOteiadai rovs Xoyovs.
o/xoj? S' ovTCog OTTCJS S-V olos T <L TTeipdoTOfxai, Sta-

138 X€xdyjva.t irepl avrajv. tov pckv ovv Sia(f)€p6vrojs

rojv aAAOJV oiKeXadai rrjv ttoXlv rjfxojv Kar' eKeZvov

TOV xpovov hiKaiojs av eTreveyKoifxev r-qv alrtav toXs

^aaiXevaaaiv avr-fjs, nepl cov oXiyco vporepov

SieXexdrjv. eKelvoL yap rjaav ol TraiSevaavTes to

TrXrjdog iv dperfj Kal StKatocrvvr] /cat ttoXXtj acD(f)po-

crvvrj, Kal StSa^avres" ef Sv Siwkovv, d-n^p eyoj

(f)av€i7)v av varepov elprjKws r] ^Kelvoi wpd^avTes,

OTL irdaa TToXireia ifivxr) TToXeojs ion, roaavTrjv

exovcra Svvafiiv oarjv irep iv craj/xari (f)p6vrjaLS'

avTr] ydp eariv rj ^ovXevopLevrj irepl djrdvTOiv, /cat

ra fxkv dyadd Si,a(f)vXdrrovaa, rag 8e avp,(f)opds

hiafftevyovcja, /cat TTOVTCxtv atrta ra)V raZs iroXeoL

avpi^aivovrcDV

.

139 A fxadd)V 6 SrjiJLos ovk iTreXddero 8ta rrjv fiera-

^oX-qv, dXXd fjidXXov tovto) TrpoaeZx^v t) roZs aAAots",

OTTO)? XrjipeTai tovs rjyepiovag Brj^oKpaTias [xev

eTndvfxovvTas , to 8 rjdos tolovtov exovTas oiov

TTcp ol TrpoTepov iiTiaTaTovvTes avTcbv, /cat fxr)

Xrjaovcn a(f)ds avTovs Kvpiovs aTTOVTCJV tcov koivcov

KaTaaT'qaavTes ots ovSelg dv ovSev twv ISuov

140 i7TiTpeifj€Lev, firjSk rrepioiffovTai Trpos to. Trjs TToXecos

TTpoaiovTas Toits ojxoXoyovfJievcos ovras TTOvrjpovg,

fi'qS dve^ovTai ttjv cfjwvrjv tcov ra fxev crco/zara Ta

a^eTcp' avTcov eTroveiStcrraJS" hiaTidepbivoiv, crvix^ov-
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Now I have expressed myself as to the kind of

auditors I would pray that I might have for what I

shall say, but I am afraid that were I given such an
audience I might fall far below the subject upon
which I am to speak. Nevertheless, in such manner as

I can I shall attempt to discourse upon it. The fact,

then, that our city was governed in those times better

than the rest of the world I would justly credit to her
kings, of whom I spoke a moment ago. For it was
they who trained the multitude in the ways of virtue

and j ustice and great sobriety and who taught through
the manner of their rule the very truth which I shall

be seen to have expressed in words after thev had
expressed it in their deeds, namely, that every poUty
is the soul of the state, having as much power over it

as the mind over the body. For it is this which
dehberates on all questions, seeking to preserve what
is good and to avoid what is disastrous," and is the
cause of all the things which transpire in states.

Ha\ing learned this truth, the people did not forget

it on account of the change in the constitution, but
rather gave their minds to this one endeavour before

all others : to obtain as their leaders men who were in

sympathy vith democracy, but were possessed of the
-ame character as those who were formerly at the
head of the state ; and not unwittingly to place

in charge of the whole commonwealth men to whom
no one would entrust a single detail of his private

interests ; '' and not to permit men to approach
positions ofpubbc trust who are notoriously depraved;
and not even to sufler men to be heard ^ who lend
their own persons to base practices but deem them-

• Repeated from Areop. 14.
» Cf. Peace 13, 133. ' Cf. Peace 3 and note.
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Xeveiv 8e Tors' aXXoig d^iovvrcov ov rpoTrov ttju

[262] ttoXlv 8ioiKovvT€g aa>(f)povoZev av Koi ^eXriov Trpdr-

Toiev, jLtr^Se tcov a. jxev irapd riJov Trarepojv irap-

eXa^ov elg alaxpo.g -qSovas dvrjXojKorojv, eK Se tcjv

KOLVoiv Tat? tStai? diropiais Porjdelv C,rjTOVVTCx)v

,

jjLTjSe Twv TTpos X^P^^ H'^^ ^^'- Xeyeiv yXixofievcov,

els TToXXds 8' drjSias /cat Xvnas tovs TTeidofxevovs

141 i/x^aXXovrcov, aAAa rovs re roiovrovg (XTrav'Ta?

OLTTeLpyeiv oltto tou avfx^ovXeveiv eKaarog olr^aerai

Sett', /cat 77/30? TOVTOis GKeivovs, rovs rd fiev tcov

dXXcxJV KTrjfjLara Trjs TToXecos etvat cjjdcrKovras , rd 8e

ravrrjs tSta kX€ttt€lv /cat 8tap7ra^eti' toAjuaji/Ta?,

/cat (fiiXetv fxev tov SrjfjLov TrpoaTTOLovpLCVovs , vtto 8e

Twv dXXct)v aTrdvTcov avrov jxiaeZadaL TroLovvrag,

142 /cat Adyo) jxev 8e8tOTa? virep rwv '^XXiqvojv, epycv

8e XvpiaLvojj.evovg /cat avKO(f)avrovvTag /cat hiartdev--

Ttt? avTOj)? ovroi rrpos rjfxdg, mgtc rcov iroXeoiv rdg

els TOV TToXejxov Kadiarapbevas rjhiov dv /cat ddrrov

ivias elaSe^aadai, rovs TToXcopKovvrag ^ ttjv Trap'

rjficov ^o-qdeLav. dneLTTOi 8' ai' ti? ypd(/)ajv, el

Trdaas to.? KaKorjOelas /cat TTOvrjpLag e^apidpielv

eTTiX^ipTqueLev

.

143 "A? eKeZvoi [jua-qaavres /cat rovs k^ovras avras,

eiTOLovvro avfi^ovXavs /cat Trpoardras ou rovs

Tvxdvras dXXd rovs ^eXriaTOVS /cat <j}povLpLO)TdTOvg

/cat /caAAtCTTa ^e^iajKorag, /cat tou? auTou? tovtovs

aTparrjyovg fipovvro koX Trpeo^eig, e'l ttov Se-qcreiev,

errefXTTOv, /cat Trdaas Tct? -qyefiovias rds rrjs rroXecos

avTOLS TTapeSiSoaav, voyiit^ovres rovs erri rod ^TJfia-

ros ^ovXafxevovs koi Svvafievovs rd ^eXriara avp,-

" See Peace 124 and note.
^ Cf. Antid. 318. " Cf. Peace 54.
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selves worthy to advise others how they should
govern the state in order to advance in sobriety and
well-being, or who have squandered what they in-

herited from their fathers on shameful pleasures but
seek to repair their own fortunes from the public

treasury," or who strive always to speak for the

gratification of their audience but plunge those who
are persuaded by them into many distresses and hard-

ships ; on the contrary, they saw to it that each and
everj'one should look upon it as his duty to debar
all such men from giving counsel to the public, and
not only such men, but those also who assert that the
possessions of the rest of the world belong to the state

but do not scruple to plunder and rob the state of its

legitimate property, who pretend to love the people
but cause them to be hated by all the rest of mankind,
and who in words express anxiety for the welfare of

the Hellenes but in fact outrage and blackmail and
make them so bitter against us * that some of our
states when pressed by war would sooner and more
gladly open their gates to the besiegers than to a

relief force from Athens. But one would grow weary
of WTiting were he to attempt to go through the whole
catalogue of iniquities and depravities.

Abhorring these iniquities and the men who
practise them, our forefathers set up as counsellors

and leaders of the state, not any and everyone, but
those who were the wisest and the best and who had
lived the noblest lives among them, and they chose
these same men as their generals in the field " and
sent them forth as ambassadors, wherever any need
arose, and they gave over to them the entire guidance
of the state, believing that those who desired and
were able to give the best counsel from the platform
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^ovXeveiv, rovrovs /cat /ca^' avrovs yevofjuevovs ev

(XTracrt roXs tottols /cat Trepi o.Tracras' ra^ Trpd^eis rrjv

144 avTTjv yvcvfxrjv e^eiv airep avrols avve^aivev. Sta

yap TO ravra ytyvwaKeiv ev oAtyais" r^fxepaig icopcov

Tovs T€ vofxovs dvayeypaixpievovs, ovx 6p.oiovs TOi?

vvv Keijxevois, ovBe roaavrrjs Tapa)(r}S xal roaovroiv

evavTLwaectiv jxearovs (hare /jbrjSev' dv Svvrjdrjvat,

avvLhelv pnqre rovg xpy^aipLovs jjLrjre Tovg d)(p-qarovs

avTcov, aAAct irpaJTOV jxev oXiyovs, iKavovs Se rot?

Xprjcrdat fxeXXovari /cat paSlovs avviSelv, eVeiTa

St/catou? Kal avfi(/)€povTas Kal a(f)i(nv avrots ofio-

Xoyovfjievovg, /cat jxaXXov iaTTOvSacrixevovs rovs

[263] TTepl rdjv kolvcov eTnrrjBevjjidTCov rj rovg rrepl riov

ihicov avp.^oXaici)v, otovs Trep etvat )(pr] nrapd rots

KaXdJs TToXiTevoixevoLS.

145 Hepi 8e tovs avTovs ;^/3ot'ous' KadiaTaaav €7tI

TO,? dp)(ds TOVS TTpOKpiOeVTaS V7TO TCOV <j>vXeTCx)V

/cat SrjjjiOTdJv, ov Trepipiax'^TOvs avTas TToirjaavTes

ouS' eTTidvp^ias d^ias, aAAa ttoXv jjidXXov Aei-

Tovpytais o/xotas" Tat? evoxXovaais [xev ols dv

7Tpo<JTa)(0d)cn, TLjxr^v 8e rti^a TTepiTideiaais avTOis'

eSet yap tovs dpx^iv aipeOevTas twv re KTiqpidTcov

TOiv IScojv (x/xeAetVj /cat twv XrjfjifjidTOJV tcov eldi-

ajxevcov SlSocrdai, rat? dpx<us dTrex^adai firjSev

^TTOV 7] TCJV UpCOV (a TLS dv €V TOLS VVV Kad-

146 eaTtbaiv vnofieiveiev ;) , /cat tovs yi^v dKpL^eis Trepl

" See Areop. 39.
'' Aristotle {Constitution of Athens 8) states that Solon

enacted that the election to the offices should be by lot from
candidates selected by each of the tribes. For example, each
tribe selected ten candidates for the nine archonships, and
among these the lot was cast. Cf. Areop. 22.
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would, when by themselves, no matter in what
regions of the world or on what enterprise engaged,
be of the same way of thinking. And in this they
were justified by events. For because they followed

this principle they saw their code of laws completely
wTitten down in a few days—laws, not like those

which are estabhshed to-day, nor full of so much
confusion and of so many contradictions that no one
can distinguish between the useful and the useless,

but, in the first place, few in number, though adequate
for those who were to use them and easy to com-
prehend ; and, in the next place, just and profitable

and consonant with each other ; those laws, more-
over, which had to do -nith their common ways of life

having been thought out with greater pains than
those which had to do with private contracts, as

indeed they should be in well regulated states."

At the same time they appointed to the magis-
tracies those who had been selected beforehand bv the
members of their respective tribes* and townships,*^

having made of the offices, not prizes to fight for or

to tempt ambition,** but responsibilities much more
comparable to the liturgies,* which are burdensome
to those to whom they are assigned, although con-
ferring upon them a kind of distinction. For the men
who had been elected to office were required to

neglect their own possessions and at the same time
to abstain no less from the gratuities which are wont
to be given to the offices than from the treasures of
the gods. (Who under the present dispensation would
submit to such restrictions .') Furthermore, those
who proved conscientious in the performance of these

' The numerous " demes " into which Attica was divided.
'' See Areop. 24-25 and notes.

* See Introduction to the Antidosis.
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ravras yiyvoyievovs jxeTpiajs erraLvedevTas e<f)

€T€pav imfjLeXeLav rarreadai Toiavrrjv, rovs 8e

/cat fiLKpov TTapa^avrag rals eaxarais aiaxvvaig

/cat /xeytCTTat? ^7]/xiats' TrepiTTLTrreLV (hare jjirjSeva

Tcov ttoXltojv ojarrep vvv Sta/ceicr^at Trpo^; rag apxoLS,

dAAa fidXXov Tore Tavrag (^evyeiv rj vvv hiajKeiv,

147 /cat TTavras; vofxil^eLv jLtrjSeTror' av yeveaOai Srjfxo-

Kpariav dXrjdecTTepav fxrjhe ^e^aiorepav firjSe /xaAAor

TO) TrXiqdei avpi^ipovaav ttjs tcov p.ev tolovtojv

Trpayfiareicov dreXeLav ra> hrjpLCp ScSovar^g, rov

Se Tct? dpxo-s KaraarrjcraL /cat Xa^elv SiK-qv Trapd

ra)v i^ap^aprovrojv Kvpiov Trotovcrrjs, direp vrrapxei

KoX TCOV Tvpdvvoiv TOLS evSatfioveaTaTois

.

148 HrjixeZov Se pilyiaTOV otl TavT rjydTTCDV fxdXXov

T] 'yoj Xeyco' (^atVerat yap 6 hrjfjios rat? fiev aAAat?

TToAtretat? rat? ovk dpecrKovaaig jxaxo/JLevog /cat

KaTaXvcov /cat tovs TrpoeaTCorag avTcbv dTioKTeivcDV

,

ravTifj Se ;^p6tj/>ievos' ovk iXdrTOi ;^tAia>v' ctcov, aAA'

e/Li/xeiVa? a^' ov irep e'AajSe p-expt' ttjs T^oXcovog

fxev TjXiKLas HeLaioTTpaTOV 8e SvvaaTeias, og St^ju-

ayojyos" yevo/xevog /cat 77oAAa tt^i^ 77oAti' Xvfirjvd-

jxevog /cat tou? ^eXTiarovg tcov ttoXltwv cog oXiy-

apxi-KOvg ovTag eK^aXcov, TcXevTcov rov re Srjfjiov

/care'Aucre /cat Tvpavvov avTov KaTcar-qaev.

149 Ta;)^' ow av Tiveg aTOTTOV elvai p-e (jy-^aetav, ov-

Sev yap KcoXvet StaXa^elv tov Xoyov, on toA/xcu

[264] Xeyeiv ojg dKpi^cog elhcog Trepl rrpayp-aTcov otg ov

" See Areop. 27 and note.
* A very round number indeed. Tradition dated Theseus,

whom Isocrates seems here to regard as the last of the kings,

about 600 years before this time.
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duties, were moderately praised and then assigned to

another similar responsibility, whereas those who
were guilty of the sUghtest derehction were involved

in the deepest disgrace and the severest punishment.
So that no one of the citizens felt about the offices as

they now do, but they then sought to escape from
them much more than they now seek to obtain them,
and all men were agreed that no truer democracy
could be found, nor one more stable or more bene-
ficial to the multitude, than that which gave to the

people at the same time exemption from such cares

and sovereign power to fill the offices and bring to

justice those who offended in them"— exactly the

position which is enjoyed also by the most fortunate

among despots.

And the greatest proof that they were even better

satisfied with this regime than I say is this : We
see the people at war with other polities which fail to

please them, overturning them and slaying those at

their head, but continuing to enjoy this poUty for not

less than a thousand years,** remaining loyal to it

from the time when they received it down to the age
of Solon and the tyranny of Pisistratus, who, after he
had placed himself at the head ofthe people and done
much harm to the city and driven out the best of her

citizens as being partizans of oligarchy, brought an
end to the rule of the people and set himself up as

their master.^

But perhaps some may obj ect—for nothing prevents
breaking into my discourse—that it is absurd for me
to presume to speak as though I had exact knowledge
of events at which I was not present when they trans-

' A pleasanter picture of the " tyranny " of Pisistratus is

found in Aristotle's Const, of Athens 14 ff.
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TTaprjv irpaTTO/xevois . iyoj S' ovhkv tovtcov dXoyov

olixai TTOiecv. ei ju,ev yap fiovos iTTLarevov rots re

Xeyofxevois Trepl twv TraAatoip' /cac rols ypd[Xfjiaai

roZs i^ eKeivov rov xpovov TrapahehofxivoLs "^fu^,

CLKOTWS dv iTTLTLfJiCpfJirjV' vvv 8e TToXXol Kal vovv

exovres ravrov €p,oi ^avelev dv 7T€7tov96t€s .

150 X^P''^ ^^ TOVTCOV, el KaTaaTaLTjv els eXey^ov Kal

Xoyov, hvviqdeirjV dv einhel^ai, iravTas dvOpconovs

rrXeiovs eTrtcm^/xas" exovTas Sid rijs dKofjs •^ ttjs

6i/jeojs, Kal p.ei^ovs Trpd^eis Kal KaXXlovs etSdra?

as Trap* eTepcov dK-qKoacriv -^ '/ceiVaj atg avTol

TTapayeyevr]fji€voL Tvyxdvovaiv. dXXd yap oih^

dfxeXelv KaXcos ex^L tcov tolovtwv VTroXy^ifjecov,

Tvxdv yap jxrjSevos dvTeiTrovros Xvfi-qvaivT^ dv

TTjV dX-qdeiav, ovt' av ttoXvv xpovov dvTiXeyovTag

SiaTpi^eiv €V avTals, aAA' oaov vvobel^avTas fxovov

TOLS dXXoLS e^ (Lv XiqpovvTas dv avTovs eTTLSei^aiev,

TTaXiv etraveXdovTas TvepaiveLV Kal Xeyeiv odev dn-

eXiTTOv OTTep iyco TTOirjacu.

151 To pev ovv avvTaypa Trjs totc TroAireta?, /cat

Tov XP^^^^ oaov avTrj ^pcu/xevot SieTeXeaav, i^-

apKovvTa>s SeSrjXcoKapev Xonrov 8' rjplv Tas Trpd^eis

Tag 6/c TOV KaXoJS TroXiTeveadai yeyevr]p,evas SteX-

delv. €K TOVTCOV ydp en pdXXov ecrrai KaTapadeZv

OTL Kal TTjv TToXiTetav eLXOv rjpcbv ol Trpoyovoi

PeXTLCD Tcbv dXXa>v Kal aaxfipoveaTepav, Kal Trpo-

GTaTais Kal avp^ovXois expdovTo tolovtols olois

162 XPV '''O'^S' €V (f)povovvTas . ov p,7]v ov8e TavTa poi

irpoTepov XeKTeov eart, Trpiv dv p,iKpa TTpoeiiTco

TTepl avTcov. rjv ydp vnepiScbv Tag eTTLTip-qareLs
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pired. I, however, do not see anything unreason-

able in this. I grant that if I were alone in relying on
traditions regarding what happened long ago or upon
records which have been handed down to us from
those times I should with good reason be open to

attack. But in fact many men—and men of discern-

ment, too—will be seen to be in the same case with

me. But apart from this, were I put to the test and
the proof, I could show that all men are possessed of

more truth gained through hearing than through
seeing and that they have knowledge of greater and
nobler deeds which they have heard from others than
those which they have witnessed themselves. Never-
theless it is wise for a speaker neither to ignore such

false assumptions—for they might perhaps confuse

the truth were no one to gainsay them—nor again to

spend too much time refuting them, but only enough
to indicate to the rest of the audience the arguments
by which they might prove that the critics speak
beside the mark, and then to go back and proceed
with the speech from the point where he left oiF.

And this is what I shall do.

I have now sufficiently discussed the form of the

polity as it was in those days and the length of time
during which our people continued to enjoy it. But
it remains for me to recount the actions which have
resulted from the excellence of their government.
For from these it ^\ill be possible to see still more
clearly that our ancestors not only had a better and
sounder polity than the rest of the world but also

employed the kind of leaders and advisers which men
of intelligence ought to select. Yet I must not go on
speaking even on this point, without first prefacing it

with a word of explanation. For if, disdaining to take
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Taj rcov ovhev oAAo TToielv r^ rovro Swa/xevajv

€(l)e^fjg SLTj-yoJixai irepi re ra>v dXXcov rcbv ireTrpay-

fxevojv /cat rcbv eTTLT-qSevfidrajv twv Trepl rov

TToXe/JLOV, OLS ol TTpoyOVOL )(pa)fX€VOL rCOV T€ jSa/5-

Pdpcuv TTepieyevovro /cat irapd rols "EAAr^criv ev-

hoKLpLfjcrav , ovK eoTLV oTTcos ov (f>7]aov(xl TLves /xe

Ste^ieVai tovs vofxovs ovs AvKovpyos fiev eOrjKe,

YiTraprLaraL S avToZs ;^/3c6/xevot rvy^dvovaiv

.

153 Eyoj S ojxoXoyu) jxev epelv TroAAa tcDv e/cet

KadecTTWTcov, ov)(^ (Ls AvKovpyov tl rovrcov evpov-

[265] ros ri Stavo-qdevros , oAA' a>? [XLfirjijandvov ttjv

SiOLKfjaLV u)s Bvvarov dpiara ttjv twv irpoyovcov

Tcov Tjixerepcov, /cat ttjv re SrjfxoKparlav Karaarrj-

aavTos Trap avrois rrjv dpiaroKparia pLep,iyixiv7]Vf

rjirep rjv Trap' 'qpuv, /cat to.? dpxo.s ov KXrjpajrds

154 dAA' alperds TTOir^aavTos , /cat Tr]v rdv yepovrojv

atpecnv twv eTnararovvTOiv d-naai tols Trpdyfiaat

fjierd ToaavTTjs aTTOvSrjs iroieiadaL vop,od€TrjaavTos

,

jjied ocrrjg Trep (fyaai /cat rovg rjjjLerepnvs TrepL tcov

et? Apeiov TTayov dva^'qaeadai. jjieXXovrcov , en Se

/cat T7jV SvvajXLV avTolg TrepcdevTos tttjv avTriv,

rjVTTep IjSeL /cat ttjv ^ovXrjv e-)(ovaav ttjv irap

-qpXv.

155 "Ort /xev ovv tov avrov TpoTTOV rd/cet KadearT]Kev

oioirep eXye to TtaXaiov /cat rd Trap' rjjjuv, irapd

TToXXu)v earai TTvdeaOai tols elhevai ^ovXop.evois'

<hs 8e /cat TTjv efXTTeiptav ttjv Trepl tov TToXefiov ov

irpoTepov rjoKT^aav ouS' dfieLvov exp^jcravTO Unap-
Ttdrat TCOV rjfieTepcov, e/c tcov dycLvcov /cat tcov

TToXefjLCov TCOV 6p,oXoyovp,€vcov yeveadai /car eKelvov

" See Paneg. 39 and note.
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notice of the criticisms of people who are able to do
nothing but find fault, I were to review one after the

other not only the other achievements of our ancestors

but also the ways and practices in warfare by which
they prevailed over the barbarians and attained to

glory among the Hellenes, inevitably some v,-i\\ say

that I am really speaking of the ordinances which
Lycurgus laid do^^'n and the Spartans follow.

I acknowledge that I am going to speak at length

of the institutions of Sparta, not taking the \iew,

however, that Lycurgus invented or conceived any
of them, but that he imitated as well as he could

the government of our ancestors," establishing among
the Spartans a democracy tempered with aristocracy

—even such as existed in Athens— , enacting that the

offices be filled, not by lot, but by election, ordaining

that the election of the Elders, who were to super-

vise all public affairs, should be conducted with the

very same care as, they say, our ancestors also

exercised ^ith regard to those who were to have
seats in the Areopagus, and, furthermore, conferring

upon the Elders ^ the very same power which he
knew that the Council of the Areopagus also had in

Athens.
Now that the institutions of Sparta were estab-

lished after the manner of our own as they were in

ancient times may be learned from many sources

by those who desire to know the truth. But that

skill in warfare is something which the Spartans did

not practise earlier than our ancestors or employ to

better advantage than they I think I can show so

clearly from the struggles and the wars which are

* For the Spartan Gerousia, Council of Elders, see Gilbert,

Greek Constitutional Antiquities p. 47.
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TOV ;^/)oi'ov ovTOJS olfiaL cra^co? iTnhet^eiv, a)aT€

jx-qre rovs dvo'qrojs Aa/ccovt^ovra? avreirreLV hvv-q-

aeadai toi? prjdelat, fjL-qre rovs ra rjfxerepa a/xa re

davfia^ovras Kal ^aoKaivovTas koI fxifieZadai, yAt-

XoiJi€vovg.

156 Yloi-qaoiJiaL Se ttjv o.pxrjv tcov Xexdrjaofxevajv

aKovaai /jlcv tacos rialv dryS^, prjdrjvai 8' ovk

aavfji(f)opov. el yap ti? (f>aLrj roj TToXee tovtco

TrXeicTTajv ayaOcov atrta? yeyevrjcrdai rots "EXXrjaL

Kal pLeyiarcov KaKcJjv jxera ttjv E^ep^ov arpareiav,

OVK eariv ottojs ovk olXtjOt] bo^etev dv Xiyeiv rots

157 eiSoCTt n Trepl tcov Tore yeyevqfjLevcov. rjycoviaavro

T€ yap ojs SvvaTov dpiara Trpos ttjv eKelvov

Svvafxiv, ravrd re TTpd^aaai, TTpoa-fJKov avrals

Kal 7T€pl Tojv exo/Jievcov ^ovXevaaadai KaXdJs, elg

Tovr^ rjXdov ovk dvoias dXXd ixavtas, ware Trpos

fxev TOV eTTKJTparevGavTa Kal ^ovXrjdevTa tu) fxev

TToXee TOVTOJ TTavrdiraaLv dveXeZv, tovs 8' a'AAoi;?

168 "EAAryvas" KaTahovXcLaaadai , vpos fiev tov tolovtov,

Kpariqaaaai pahiojs dv avrov Kal Kara yrjv Kal

Kara ddXaTTav , elpijvrjv els drravTa avveypdipavTo

TOV XP^^°^ waTTep Trpos evepyeTTjV yeyevrjp.evov

,

[2QQ] <f>dov'qaaaaL 8e rats" dperals Tals avTciJv, els

TToXefjLov KaTaardaai Trpos dAAi^Aa? Kal <j>iXo-

veiKcav, ov TrpoTepov eiravaavTO a(f)ds re avTas

dTToXXvovcrai Kal tovs dXXovs "EiXX-qvas, Trplv

Kvpiov eTToirjoav tov kolvov e^Bpov ttjv Te ttoXlv

TTjv rj/xeTepav els tovs ea^drovs KaTacrTrjaai

Kivhvvovs 8td TTJs Swd/xecos ttjs AaKehaLpLOvioyv

,

Kal TcdXiv TTjv eKeivojv 8id ttjs TroXecos ttjs rjfieTe-

" The Peace of Antalcidas.
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acknowledared to have taken place in those days that

none will be able to contradict what I say—neither

those who are blind worshippers of Sparta nor those

who at once admire and envy and strive to imitate

the ways of Athens.
I am going to begin what I shall say on this topic

with a statement which \vi\\ perhaps be unpleasant

for some to hear, although it will not be without
profit to have it said. For if anyone were to assert

that Athens and Sparta had been the causes both of

the greatest benefits and, after the expedition of

Xerxes, of the greatest injuries to the Hellenes,

s^ithout doubt he would be thought by those who
know anything about the historv' of those times to

speak the truth. For they contended with the

utmost possible bravery aorainst the power of that

King, but, having done this, although they ought
then to have adopted sound measures also for the

tasks which followed upon that achievement, they
fell into such a degree, not of folly, but of madness,
that they made peace with the man who had led an
army against them and who had purposed to annihil-

ate both these cities utterly and to enslave the rest

of the Hellenes—with such a man, I repeat, although
they could easily have conquered him on both land
and sea, they drew up a peace ° for all time, as

though he had been their benefactor, whereas, having
grown jealous of each other's merits and fallen into

mutual warfare and rivalrv, they did not cease at-

tempting to destroy each other and the rest of the
Hellenes until they had placed their common enemy
in a position to reduce Athens, through the power of
the Lacedaemonians, and again Sparta, through the
power of Athens, to a state of the utmost peril. And
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159 pa.?, /cat roaovrov aTToXeLJ>divres rrjs rod ^ap-
^dpov (f)pov'qae(x)s, out' ev eKeivoLs rots ;^pdi'ot?

TJXyr^aav d^Lcos o}V enadov ouS' cog TrpoarJKev

avTovs, ovre vvv at ixeyiarai rcbv 'EAATj^tScot'

TToXetov alaxvvovraL StaKoAa/ceydjiievat rrpog tov

eKCLvov ttXovtov, dXX* rj fiev 'Apyeicov /cat Qrj^aicDv

AiyvTTTOv avTcp avyKarenoXefjurjaev, iv* to? /xeyc-

aT7]V ex^jov hvvajXLv eTn^ovXevrj rot? "EAAT^crti',

T^jLiet? 8e /cat HiraprLdraiy aUjLt/xa;)(ta? ripZv VTrap-

Xovorjg, dXXorpLcoTepov exo^xev Trpos r^puds avrovs

7] TTpos ovs eKarepoL TToXepiovvres rvyxdvofxev.

160 arjjxeiop 8' ov puKpov KOLvfj p,ev yap ovSe nepl

€v6s TTpdyp,aTos ^ovXevop^eda, ;(a»pt? 8' iKdrepot,

Trpea^eis 7T€p,TTop,ev a»? eKeZvov, eXTrit^ovres, otto-

repoLS dv oiKetOTepov Siaredfj, Kvpiovs rovrovs
yevqcreadai rrj? ev roZs "EAAt^cti TrXeove^cas, /ca/co)?

eiSdre? a»? rovg p.ev depaTrevovras avrov v^pi^eiv

et^tcrrat, TTpos 8e toi)? dvTLTaTTOfxevovs /cat /cara-

(f>povovvTas rrjs eKeivov Svvdfiecos e/c Travros rporrov

ScaXvecrdaL TreipdraL rds Sta^opa?.

161 Taura 8e StrjXdov ovk dyvooiv on Xiyeiv rives

roXp,r}crovat,v to? e^oj rijs VTToOdcrecos rot? Adyot?

rovrois ixp'^f^djJLT^v. eyd) 8 ovherror dv olp,ai rot?

7rpo€ipT]fxevoLS ocKeiorepovs Xoyovs prjdrjvai rovrcov,

ovh* i^ (Lv dv Tt? aa(l>€arepov emhei^eie rovs npo-

yovovs rjpicov cfypovificorepovs ovras irepi ra jLteytcrra

rctjv rrjv re ttoXlv rrjv rjjjieTepav /cat rrjv TinaprLarajv

fxerd rov TToXefiov rdv Trpos Zep^rjV SLOLKTjcrdvrojv.

162 avrai p.ev yap dv (f)aveZev ev eKeivois re roZs xpovois

" See Paneg. 161, note.
* See General Introd. p. x, Isocrates, Vol. I., L.C.L.

" Cf. Paneg. 154-155.
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although they were so far outstripped in shrewdness
by the barbarian, they then experienced no such

resentment as the things which they suffered should
have provoked nor such as it behoved them to feel

;

nor at the present time are the greatest of the
states of Hellas ashamed to vie with each other in

fawning upon the wealth of the King ; nay, Argos
and Thebes joined forces with him in the conquest
of Egj^t " in order that he might be possessed of

the greatest possible power to plot against the
Hellenes, while we and the Spartans, although allied

together, feel more hostile to each other than to

those with whom we are each openly at war. And
of this we have a not insignificant proof. For in

common we deliberate about nothing whatsoever,
but independently we each send ambassadors to the
King, expecting that the one of these two states to

which he inclines in friendship will be invested with
the place of advantage among the Hellenes,'' little

reahzing that those who court his favour he is wont
to treat insolently while with those who oppose
themselves to him and hold his power in contempt
he endeavours by every means to come to terms.*'

I have gone into these matters, notwithout realizing

that some will dare to say that I have here used an
argument which lies beyond the scope of my subject.

I, however, hold that never has an argument been
advanced more pertinent than this to the foregoing
discussion, neither is there any by which one can show
more clearly that our ancestors were wiser in dealing
with the greatest questions than were those who
governed our city and the city of the Spartans after

the war against Xerxes. For it will be seen that
these states in the times following that war made
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77/30? jX€U Toy? ^ap^dpovs elp-qvTjv TTOL7]adp,€i>ai,

CT0d? 8' avrdg /cat rds a'AAa? TToAei? dTToAAuouaai

[267] vvv T€ rcov fiev 'KXX-qvcov dpx^i'V d^Lovaai, Trpos 8e

Tov ^aatXea Trpia^eis Tri^rrovaai Trepl (ficXLas Kal

uvfxixa^i'OLS' ol he t6t€ rrjv ttoXlv olKovvreg ovSev

163 TOVTCOV eirpaTTOv, aXXd ttolv tovvovtlov tojv jxev

yap ^XXt^vlScov ttoXccov ovtcos avrotg oLTre^^eadaL

a(f)68pa SeSoy/xeVov -^v axyrrep rots evae^eai roJv iv

ToZs tepoig avaK€tfx4vixiv , rwv 8e TToXejxoiV vneXafx-

^avov dvayKaioraTov fxev elvai /cat 8t/catoTaToi' rov

/xera Travroiv dvdpwTTOjv Trpos ttjv dypLOTrjTa rcov

drfpiajv yiyvojxevov y Sevrepov 8e rov jxerd rcjv EA-
Xr^vojv Trpos tovs ^ap^dpovs tovs /cat (f>vcr€L TroAe/xtou?

ovras /cat Trdvra rov xpovov CTn^ovXevovTas rjfjuv.

164 TovTOV 8 eiprjKa tov Xoyov ovk avrog evpcov,

aAA' e/c TcDv' €K€LvoLS TT€TTpayfjievaiv avXAoyiadfjuevos-

6pa>VT€s yap rds p-ev dXXas TroAet? eV ttoAAoi?

/ca/cot? /cat 7roAe/xot? /cat rapa-)(ais ovaas, rrjv 8'

avTCOv fiovqv KaXcos SiOLKOVfjievrjv, ov)( 'qy-qaavro

ScLV TOVS dfieLvov Tcbv d?<Xcov (f>povovvras Kal Trpdr-

Tovras dpieXeiv ovSe irepiopdv ra? rrjs avrrjs avy-

yeveias p^ere^ovoas dvoXXvp^evas, dXXd uKeTTTeov

elvai /cat TrpaKreov ottcos aTidaas dTraXXd^ovai tcov

165 KaKcov Tcjv Trapovrcov. Tavra 8e Stavor^devTes tcvv

p,€v rjTTOv voaovacov Trpea^eiais /cat Adyot? i^aipelv

€TTeLpa>VTO TO,? hia(j)opds, els 8e tcls fxdXXov araaia-

^ovaas e^€TTep,TTOv tcov ttoXitcov tovs pieyiGT-qv Trap

avTOis So^av e^oVTas, ol Trepi t€ tcov TrapovTcov

" The reference is to Athens, an Ionian state, as leader of

the Ionian Colonization. The looseness of structure in this

discourse is shown by his treatment of this theme in three

places, in 42 fF. and in 190 fF. as well as here. Cf. Paneg.
34-37.

474



PANATHENAICUS, 162-165

peace with the barbarians, that they were bent on
destroying each other and the other Hellenic states,

that at the present time they think themselves

worthy to rule over the Hellenes, albeit they are

sending ambassadors to the King, courting his friend-

ship and alliance : whereas those who governed
Athens before that time did nothing of the sort, but
entirely the opposite ; for they were as firmly resolved

to keep their hands off the states of Hellas as were
the devout to abstain from the treasures stored up
in the temples of the gods, conceiving that, second
only to the war which we cany on in alliance with
all mankind against the savagery of the beasts, that

war is the most necessary and the most righteous

which we wage in alliance with the Hellenes against

the barbarians, who are by nature our foes and are

eternally plotting against us.

The principle is not of my invention but is deduced
from the conduct of our ancestors. For when they
saw that the other states were beset by many mis-

fortunes and wars and seditions, while their ovvti city

alone was well governed, they did not take the \iew
that those who were wiser and more fortunate than
the rest of the world were justified in caring nothing
about the others or in permitting those states which
'shared the same stock " with them to be destroyed,
but rather that they were bound to take thought
and adopt measures to deliver them all from their

present misfortunes. Having determined upon this,

they endeavoured in the case of the less afflicted

states to compose their quarrels by means of em-
bassies and persuasion, but to the states which were
more severely rent by factions they dispatched the
most highly reputed of their citizens, who advised
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Trpayfjudrcov ayrat? avve^ovXevov Kal avyyiyvofxe-

voi Tols re ixTj Svvafievoig iv rals avrcov l^rjv Kal

Tols x^lpov yeyovoaiv ojv oi vofxOL TTpocrrdrrovcnv,

OlVep CO? €771 TO TToXv XvfZaLVOVTat, TOLS TToXets,

eneidov [xed^ avrcov arpareveadai /cat ^iov t,rjTeXv

166 peXnoi rod irapovros . ttoXXow Se ycyvofievcov tojv

ravra ^ovXopiivoyv Kal TreLdopbivcov, arparoireha

orvvLaTOLVTes i^ avrojv, rovs re rds vi^aovs Kar-
exovras rojv ^ap^dpcov Kal rovs i(f>' e/carepa? rrjs

TjTTeLpov rrjv TrapaAiav KaroiKovvras Karaarpe-

(f}6iJievoi, Kal TTavras eK^aXovres , rovs pudXiara ^iov

[268] Seofievovs rwv 'EiXXrjvwv Karq)KLt,ov. Kal ravra
irpdrrovres Kal rols dXXoLs VTToSeiKvvovres SiereXovv,

ecos rJKovaav TiTrapridras rds noXeis rds iu HeAo-
TTOwqaro) KaroLKovaas , coairep eiTTOv, u0' avrois ttc-

TTOLTjixeuovs' fierd Se ravra rots lSlols rjvayKd^ovro

TTpoaex^iV rov vovv.

167 Ti ovv earl ro avfi^e^rjKos dyadov €K rov noXe-

fjLov rov 7T€pl rds dnoLKLas Kal Trpayp^areias; rovro

ydp otfxaL pdXicTra TTodeZv aKovcrai rovs ttoXXovs.

roLS fJiev "EiXX-qaiv evnopcorepots yeviadai rd Trepl

rov ^iov Kal fxdXXov 6p,ovo€Zv roaovrojv ro rrXr]9os

Kal roLovrcov dvOpconcov aTraXXayelcn, rols Se ^ap-
^dpoLs €K7TL7Tr€iv CK rrjs avrcov Kal cbpovelv eXarrov

rj irporepov, rols S' alriois rovrcov yeyevrjpiivois

evSoKipuelv Kal SokcIv hnrXaaiav TreTToirjKevaL rrjv

'EAAaSa rrjs i^ ^PXV^ avardarjs.

« See Phil. 121 ff.

* Isocrates regards the Ionian Colonization as con-
temporaneous with the Dorian Conquest of the Pelopon-
nesus.
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them regarding their present difficulties, and, associ-

ating themselves with the people who were unable

to gain a livelihood in their own states or who had
fallen below the requirements of the laws—a class

which is generally destructive to ordered states "—

,

they urged these to take the field vrith them and
to seek to improve the conditions of their present

life ; and M'hen there proved to be many who were
inclined and persuaded to take this course, they

organized them into an army, conquered the peoples

who occupied the islands of the barbarians and who
dwelt along the coast of either continent, expelled

them all, and settled in their stead those of the

Hellenes who stood in greatest need of the necessi-

ties of hfe. And they continued doing this and
setting this example to others until they learned

that the Spartans, as I have related, had subjected

to their power all the cities which are situated in the

Peloponnesus.^ After this they were compelled to

centre their thoughts upon their own interests.

What, then, is the good which has resulted from
the war which we waged and the trouble which we
took in the colonization of the Hellenes ? For this

is, I think, a question which the majority would very

much like to have answered. Well, the result was
that the Hellenes found it easier to obtain subsistence

and enjoyed a greater degree of concord after they
had been reUeved of so great a number of the class

of people which I have described ; that the bar-

barians were driven forth from their own territory

and humbled in their pride ; and that those who had
brought these conditions to pass gained the fame
and the name of having made Hellas twice as strong

as she was of old.
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168 Meteor fxev ovv evepyerrjfxa rovrov /cat Koivorepov

TOLS "KXXrjaL yeyevrjybivov vapa rcov -npoyovoDV rcjjv

Tjixerepcov ovk av Swaifxr^v i^evpelv OLKeiorepov Se

TJj TrepL Tov TToXe/JLOv eVi/xeAeta Kal So^rjg ovk
iXdrrovos a^tov Kal TToLai (jyavepcLrepov tacDs e^ofiev

eLTTetv. TLs yap ovk olhev, rj tls ovk aKi/JKoe rcov

rpaycpSoSLSaGKoiXcov Aiovvaiois , ras 'ASpaaroj ye-

169 vofievas eV ©Ty^at? avfi(f)opds, otl Kardyeiv ^ov-
Xrjdels TOV OISlttov fiev vlov avrov 8e KrjSeaTrjv

irapLTTX-qdeZs jxev ^Apyeicov ajrajXeaev , aTravras 8e

Tovs Xoxayovs eTretSe SLacf)dap€VTas , avros S' ctt-

oveihiarcos acoQeis, iireLSrj anovScov ovx olos r rjv

rvx^tv ouS' dveXeadai rovs rereXevTrjKOTas , iKirrjs

yevofxevos rT]g TroXecos, en Qiqaio)? avrrju hioiKovv-

Tos, eSeiTo pLTj TTepuSelv roLovrovg dvSpas dTd(f)ovs

yevofievovs /u.7ySe TraAatoi^ edog Kal Trdrpiov vopLov

KaraXv6pL€vov, (h Trdvreg dvdpcoTTOi xP^^f^^^oi 8ia-

reXovoLV ov)( to? wtt' dvdpcoTTLvrjg Keifxevco (f)vcrea)s,

dXX' cu? VTTO Sai/xoi^ia? TrpoareTayixevco hwdpLeoj's

;

170 (x)v dKovaas ovSeva xP^vov emaxdiv 6 Srjixos eTiep-tpe

TTpea^eiav els Q'q^as, Trepi re t'^s' dvacpeaeajs

crvfi^ovXevaovTas avrols ocrLcorepov ^ovXevaaadai
Kal TTjv drroKpiaLV vofxifjiCOTepav Trot-qaaadai rrjs

npoTcpov yevopLevTj's , KdKelvo VTroSel^ovras, djs ^
TToXis avTOis OVK iTTiTpeifjet TTapa^aivovai tov vofxov

171 TOV KOLVov airdvTCov tojv '^XXijvcov. c5v dKOvaavTes

[269] o'' Kvptoc TOTe Qrj^djv ovtcs ovx Ojxolajs eyvcoaav

ovre Tals So^ats" at? exovai Tives nepl avTwv, ovO^

ots i^ovXevaavTO rrpoTepov, dXXd pbeTpicos Trepl

" See Aeschylus, The Seven against Thebes; Sophocles,
Antigone; ^\ir'\\i\des, Phoenician Women.

^ Compare the treatment of the Adrastus episode in

Paneg. 54 ff. " See Paneg. 55, note-
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I could not, then, point out a greater service

than this, rendered by our ancestors, nor one more
generally beneficial to the Hellenes. But I shall,

perhaps, be able to show one more particularly related

to their conduct of war, and, at the same time, no less

admirable and more manifest to all. For who does

not himself know or has not heard from the tragic

poets " at the Dionysia of the misfortunes which befel

Adrastus * at Thebes, how in his desire to restore to

power the son of Oedipus, his own son-in-law, he lost a

great number of his Argive soldiers in the battle and
saw all of his captains slain, though sa\'ing his own
life in dishonour, and, when he failed to obtain a

truce and was unable to recover the bodies of his dead
for burial, he came as a supphant to Athens, while

Theseus still ruled the city, and implored the

Athenians not to suffer such men to be deprived of

sepulture nor to allow ancient custom and imme-
morial law to be set at naught—that ordinance which
all men respect Avithout fail, not as having been
instituted by our human nature, but as having been
enjoined by the divine power ? '^ When our people

heard this plea, they let no time go by but at once
dispatched ambassadors to Thebes to advise her

people that they be more reverent in their delibera-

tions regarding the recovery of the dead and that they
render a decision which would be more lawful than
that which they had previously made, and to hint to

them also that the Athenians would not countenance
their transgression of the common law of all Hellas.

Having heard this message, those who were then in

authority at Thebes came to a decision which was in

harmony neither with the opinion which some people
have of them nor with their previous resolution ; on
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avTix)v re BiaXexd^vrcs koI tcov eTTiarparevaavrcuv

Karr^yoprjaavres eSoaav rfi 770Aet rriv avaipeaiv.

172 Kat fjirjSels oleadco /xe dyvoelv on ravavTia rvy-

)(dva) Xeycov ols iv rw IlavTjyvpLKa) Xoyqj (f)aveLrjv

dv Trept rdjv avrcov rovrcov yeypacfxLs' aAAo. yap
ovSeva vofii^co tcov ravra avvLheiv dv SvvrjdevTCov

ToaavTrjs ajxadiag etvat /cat <^66vov pLcarov, ootis

OVK dv eTTaiviaeU jxe koI croj(f>poveiV riyiqaaiTO Tore

jxev eKeivcos vvv 8' ovtio hLaXe-)(divTa Trepl avrow.

173 TTcpL fxev oSv tovtcdv otS' oTi KaXojs y4ypa(f)a kol

avp.^ep6vTOis' oaov S' rj ttoXls rjfjicov hie^epe rd
TTcpl rov TToXepLov /car' eKelvov rov xpdvov, tovto

yap dnoSeL^aL ^ovX6p.evos SLTjXdov rd yevojjieva

Qr]^r]aiv, r^yovpLai rrjv irpd^LV eKeivqv (XTracn aa(f)U)s

BrjXovv, Trjv rov fiev ^aatXea rov 'Apyeicov dvayKa-

aaarav LKerrjv yeveaSai rrjg TToXecos rrjg rjfierepas,

174 rovs Se Kvpiovs dvras Q'qBcov ovrco hiadelaav, ware
eXeadai fidXXov avrovs ep^jjuelvai rocs Xoyois rols

VTTO TfJ£ TToXeCOS 7T€p,(f)de'LaiV '^ TOtJ VOp,OLS ToZs VTTO

rov SaLfiovLov Karaoradelcnv u>v ovhev dv 61a r'

eyivero hioiKrjaai /card rpoirov rj ttoXls r][xd)V, el jxtj

/cat rfj So^T) /cat rij Swajxei ttoXv Sn^veyKe rdJv

aAAcuv.

175 "Eix^ov 8e TToXXdg /cat KaXds TTpd^ets Trepl rcov

TTpoyovcov eliTelv, aKOTTOVfiai rlva rporrov StaAep^^cD

Trepl avrcov. jxeXei yap pLOi rovrcov p,dXXov rj rdJv

dXXcov rvyxdvco ydp d)v Trepi rr]v VTrodeaiv rjv

eTTOL-qadjX7]v reXevraiav , ev
f^

TrpoelTTOv <Ls eTTtSetfco

" The version here is less offensive to the Thebans, perhaps
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the contrary, after both stating the case for them-
selves in reasonable terms and denouncing those who
had invaded their country, they conceded to our city

the recovery of the dead.

And let no one suppose that I fail to realize that I

am gi\ing a different version of these same events

from that which I shall be found to have written in

the Panegyricus. But I do not think that anyone of

those who can grasp the meaning of these events is so

obsessed by stupidity and en\y as not to commend
me and consider me discreet for the manner in which
I have treated them then and now." On this topic,

then, I know that I have written wisely and ex-

pedientlv. But how pre-eminent our city stood in

war at that time—for it was with the desire to show
this that I discussed what happened at Thebes—is, I

consider, clearly revealed to all by the circumstances

which compelled the king of the Argives to become a

suppliant ofAthens and which so disposed the author-

ities at Thebes towards us that they chose of their

own accord to accommodate themselves to the words
dispatched to them by Athens more than to the laws

ordained by the di\"ine power. For our city would
not have been in a position to settle properly any of

those questions had she not stood far above the others

both in reputation and in power.
Although I have many noble things to tell of in the

conduct of our ancestors, I am debating in my mind
in what manner to present them. Indeed I am more
concerned about this than about any other thing.

For I come now to that part of my subject which I

reserved for the last—that part in which I promised

because Athens is now cultivating friendlier relations with
Thebes.

VOL. II 2

1
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Tovs TTpoyovovs 'q/xcdv iv tols TToXefioig /cat rat?

fxdxoiis irXeov hceveyKovras TiTrapTLaraJv r} rots

176 aAAots' airaaLV. earai S' o Xoyos Trapdho^og p.ev

TOLS TToXXoZs, ojxoiois S' dXrjdrjs rots dXXois.

Apri fJLev ovv rjTTopovv TTorepcov Sl€^lco TrpoTepov

TOVS KLvSvvovs Kal TOis fj,dxo.s, rds TiTrapTiaTcov

T] Tas Tcbv rjiieTipoiv vvv 8e Trpoaipovfiai Xeyeiv

Tas €Keiv(x)v, tv* iv tols KaXXioat, /cat St/catorepai?

177 /caraAuct) top Xoyov tov Trepl tovtojv. eneihri yap
[270] Aajpteajv ol GTpaTevcravTes els Il€Xo7T6vv7]aov

TpLxd 8l€lXoVTO Tds T€ TToAetJ^ Kttl TO.? X^P^^ ^^^

d<j>eiXovTO TOVS Si/cato)? KeKTrjixevovs, ol fxev "Apyos

Xax6vT€S /cat Mecraj^vrjv TrapaTrX-qaLCos Sccokovv Ta

cr(f)eT€p' avTiov tols aAAot? "EAAi^crt, to Se Tphov
fxepos avTcov, ovs KaXoOfxev vvv AaKeSaLfiovLovs,

CTracrtacrat jxev <j)aaLV avTOVS ol rd/cetVcov' d/cpt-

^ovvT€s (vs ovSevas dXXovs tcov 'EAAt^vojv, irepi-

yevojxevovs 8e tovs p-eti^ov tov TrXiqdovs (f)povovvTas

ovSev Tcbv avTwv ^ovXevaaadai Trepl tojv avpL-

178 Pe^TjKOTOJv TOLS TOLavTa StaTTeTrpay/xeVots" tovs

p,ev yap dXXovs gvvolkovs ^x^lv iv Trj ttoXcl tovs

OTaoLdaavTas Kal kolvcovovs aTrdvTcov ttXt^v tcjv

dpx^v Kal Tcov TLp,a)V ovs ovk ev ^povelv rjye'tadaL

HirapTLaTCxJv tovs vovv exovTas, el vojjll^ovglv

dcrcf>aX6Js TToXLTeveadaL p,eTd tovtcov OLKovvTes,

Trepl ovs TO. p,eyLaTa TvyxdvovcTLV i^r]p,apTrjK6Tes'

avTovs 8' ovSev tovtcov Troielv, dXXd Trapd g^lol

ixev avTols laovofxlav KaTaaTrjoaL Kal h-qpiOKpaTLav

^ rds re irbXei^ T : rd^ iroXeis vulg.
* &s inseruit Blass.

" For the comparison of the early wars of Sparta and
Athens, 175-198, c/. Paneg. 51-70.
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to show that our ancestors excelled the Spartans

much more in their wars and battles than in all other

respects." What I say on this topic will be counter to

the opinions of the majority, but in equal degree it

will appeal to the rest as the truth.

A moment ago I was undecided whether I should

first review the wars and battles of the Spartans or

our own. Now, however, I elect to speak first of the

perils and the battles of the Spartans, in order that I

may close the discussion of this subject vvith struggles

more honourable and more righteous. When, then,

the Dorians who invaded the Peloponnesus divided

into three parts both the cities and the lands which
they had taken from their rightful owners, those of

them who received Argos and Messene as their

portions ordered their affairs very much as did the

Hellenes in general. But the third division of them,
whom we now call Lacedaemonians, were, according

to close students of their history, more embroiled
in factional strife than any other people of Hellas.

Moreover, the party which looked down upon
the multitude, having got the upper hand, did in

no wise adopt the same measures regarding the

issues of that conflict as the other Hellenes who had
gone through a similar experience. For the latter

suffered the opposing party to live with them and
share in all the privileges of the state, excepting the

offices and the honours, whereas the intelligent class

among the Spartans held that such men were foolish

in thinking that they could live in the same city with

those against whom they had committed the greatest

wrongs and yet govern the state in security ; they
themselves did nothing of the sort, but instead set up
amongst their own class the only kind of equahty and
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TOcavTrjv, oiav irep XPV ''"O'^S" [xeXXovras aTravra

Tov "x^povov o/jiovoTJaeLV, tov 8e SrjfjLov jrepLOLKovs

TTOLrjaacrdaL, KaraSovXajoafievovs avTcbv ras" iftv^^as

179 ovhev rjrrov ^ ras tcov oIk€t<x>v ravra 8e Trpa-

^avras rrjs ;^c6pa?, ^9 TrpoorJKev taov e^etr e/ca-

QTOV, avTovs iiev Xa^elv oXLyovs ovras ov fxovov

Tr]v apiarrjv, aAAa icat roaavrrjv oarjv ovSeves rcov

'EAAt^vcov exovai, tw Se TrX-qdei T7]XiKOVTOV aTro-

velfjLai jxepos rrjs ;\;etpiCTTi7? cuctt' iTTLTTOvcos ipyal^o-

jxivovs fJioXis ^x^i-v TO Kad^ rjfjiepav' fiera 8e ravra
SteXovras ro ttXtjOos avrwv (hs olovr' ^v els iXa-

X^CTTOVs els roTTOVs KaroiKLaai puKpovs koI ttoX-

Xovs, ovofiaai fiev rrpoaayopevopievovs ws TToXeis

otKovvras, rrjv Se Bvvajxiv exovras iXdrro) rcov

180 8-qijiwv rcov Trap' rjjXLV' aTravroiv 8' aTToareprjcravras

avrovs cSv' Trpoa-qKei [xerexetv rovs eXevdepovs,

rovs rrXeiarovs iirtdelvat rcov Kivhvvcov avrois'

€v re yap rats arpareiais, als rjyelrai, ^aaiXevs,

[271] Kar dvhpa avpLTrapardrreadai a(f)taLV avrois,

evLovs 8e Acai rrjs Trpcorr^s rdrretv, edv re ttov

herjaav avrovs eKTrepupai ^orjdeiav (f)o^r]6coaiv ^
rovs 7TOVOVS y] rovs klvSvvovs ^ ro ttXtjOos rod

Xpovov, rovrovs dnoareXXeiv TrpoKivSvvevaovras

181 rcov dXXcov. /cat ti Set [xaKpoXoyelv ctTracras' 8t-

" Those who enjoyed citizenship in Sparta are called by
Aristotle (Politics viii. 7) ofxotoi, "equals." Cf. Areop. 61.

" In historical times the population of Laconia, the valley

of the Eurotas river, was made up of the Spartans, who lived

in the city of Lacedaemon (Sparta seems to have been a
later name) ; the Helots, serfs bound to the soil, who worked
the estates owned by the Spartans, paying a high rental,

sometimes half the crop ; and the Perioeci, free-holders of
land, who were scattered in villages throughout the Eurotas
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democracy " which is possible if men are to be at all

times in complete accord, while reducing the mass of

the people to the condition of Perioeci,^ subjecting

their spirits to a bondage no less abject than that

endured by slaves. And having done this, they dis-

posed of the land, of which by right every man should

have had an equal share, seizing for themselves

—

the few—not only the richest but more than any of

the Hellenes possess, while to the mass of the people

they apportioned only enough of the poorest land so

that by working laboriously they could hardly gain

their daily bread. Then they diWded the multitude

into the smallest groups possible and settled them
upon many small tracts—groups who in name were
spoken of as dwelUng in cities, but in reahty had less

power than the townships with us. And, having
despoiled them of all the rights which free men ought
to share, they imposed upon them the greatest part

in all dangers. For in the campaigns which were con-

ducted by their kings they not only ranged them man
for man side by side with themselves, but some they
stationed in the first line, and whenever need arose

to dispatch a relief-force anywhere and they them-
selves were afraid of the hardships or the dangers or the
length of time involved, they sent them forth to take
the brunt of the danger from all the rest. But why
Valley—" the land of a hundred towns," possessing ap-
parently their own local governments, but under the general
control and supervision of the Spartan state. These, like

the Helots, were probably made up mainly of earlier in-

habitants conquered by the Spartans. See Gilbert, Greek
Constitutional Antiquities pp. 30 ff. Isocrates' picture of
the driving out of the Perioeci from participation in the
Spartan state as the result of a bitter factional fight seems
to rest on a very doubtful tradition. See Grote's extended
discussion of this passage, vol. ii. pp. 367 ff.
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e^Lovra ras v^peis ras Trepl to ttXtjOos ytyvojueVa?,

aAAa jXT] TO fxlyiOTOV elnovTa tojv KaKcbv oltt-

aXXayrjvaL tojv aXXojv; row y6.p ovrcu jxev ef

o-PXV^ Seim TTeTTOvdoTCov , iv Se tol£ Trapovai

KaipoLs ;!^/37yat/x6ov ovtcov, e^eari rols €(f)6poLs

aKpLTOvs aTTOKTelvai roaovrovs ottoctovs civ ^ovXrj-

da)(JLV a rols aXXoLs "EAA'/ycrtv ouSe toi)? TTOvrjpo-

rarovs rGiv OLKeroJv oaiov ion ixiaL(j>oveiv

.

182 Tovrov 8' €V€Ka rrepl rrjs oiKeLoriqros kol ra)v

TjfjiaprrjiJievcDV et? avrovs Sto, rrXeiovcov ScrjXdov, ti^'

epcofJiaL Tovs aTroSexojJievovs drrdcras rds Hrrap-

riaroJv rrpd^eis, et /cat ravras drrohi^^ovrai, koL

rds jJ-dxcLS evae^els elvaL vopiL^ovai Kal KaXds
183 rds TTpos rovrovs yeyevqfjLevas. eyoj [xev ydp

Tjyovnai p,€ydXas fiev avrds yeyevrjadai Kal Scivds

/cat TToXXdJv alrtas rots fiev rjrr'qdiXai KaKwv rols

Se Karopdcoaaai XrjpLfJidrcov, cLvrrep et'e/ca rroXe-

p.ovvres drravra rov ')(p6vov SiareXovaiv, ov jxrjv

oCTia? ouSe KaXds ovhe irperrovaas rols dperrjs

avrLTTOLOvfievoLS, p-r] rijs i-Trl rchv r€)(ycx)v ovop,al,o-

puivrjs /cat rroXXwv dXXcov, aAAa rris rols KaXols

KayaOols rwv dvSpdJv iv rals ipvxo^ls p-^r' ev-

ae^ecas /cat SiKaioauvr^s eyyiyvopevqs, vrept •;^s'

184 d-TTas 6 Xoyos iariv. rjs oXcycopovvres nves iy-

KCi)p.idt,ovai rovs nXeno rwv dXXatv 'qp,aprrjK6ras,

/cat ovK aladdvovrai rds Siavoias iTTiSeiKvvvres

" The Perioeci, like the Helots, were subject to military

service more and more as the pure Spartan population
declined ; but Isocrates' complaint that they were made to

take the brunt of danger is probablj' an exaggeration. How-
ever, the power of the Spartan magistrates, the Ephors, to

condemn them to death without trial is well attested. See
Gilbert, Greek Const. Antiquities p. 58.
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make a long story by detailing all the outrages which
were \isited upon the common people ? WTiy not,

rather, mention the greatest of their misfortunes

and refuse to be burdened with the rest ? For over

these people, who have from the beginning suffered

evils so dreadful, but in present emergencies are found
so useful, the Ephors have the power to put to death
>A'ithout trial as many as they please," whereas in

the other states of Hellas it is a crime against the

gods to stain one's hands with the blood of even the

basest of slaves.

But the reason I have at some length gone into

their domestic policy and the wrongs which they
have committed against the common people is, that

I may ask those who applaud all the actions of the

Spartans whether they applaud these also andwhether
they look upon those struggles as righteous and
honourable which have been carried on against these

men. For I, for my part, regard them as having been
great and terrible and the source of many injuries to

the defeated and of many gains to the \ictors—gains

for whose sake they are at all times continually

waging war—but not, no, not as righteous or even as

honourable or becoming to men who lay claim to

excellence. I speak, not of excellence as that word
is used in the arts or in many other activities, but of

the excellence which in the hearts of good men and
true is engendered in company with righteousness

and justice. And it is this kind of excellence which
is the subject of my whole discourse. But depre-
ciating this, some men heap praise upon those who
have committed more crimes than all others and are

not aware that they are betraying their own thoughts
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TOLs a(j)€ripas avrojv, on kclkclvovs av CTratt'e-

aeiav, tovs TrAeioj ixev KeKTrjfxevovs rcov iKavcbv,

aTTOKreivat 8' av ToXfirjaavras tovs dSeA^ou?
TOVS eavTcov /cat tovs eTaipovs /cat tovs kolviovovs

ojcTTC /cat TaKCLvcov Xa^elv o/itota yap to. rotaura
TOJv epycov ecrrt rot? vrro UTrapTiaTcov Treirpay-

jxevois, a tovs aTTohe-)(^ofxevovs dvayKalov ean /cat

Trept Tciip' €Lprjp,ev(x>v dpTi Trfv avTTjV e;^etv yvco/xrjv.

185 Qavfid^o) 8' et rtve? to.? p,dxciS /cat to,? viKas

[272] TOLS TTapd to ScKaiov ycyvopievas firj vofxtS^ovaLV

alaxiovs etvai Kal TrXeiovcov oveiSojv [xeaTas rj

TOis rJTTas Tas dvev /ca/cta? avp,^acvovaas, /cat

TavT etSore? ort pieydXai hwdpLCis Trovrjpal 8e

TToAAa/ct? ytyp'ot'Tat KpetTTOvs dvSpcov aTTOvhaiojv

/cat /ctvSui^euetv vnep ttjs rraTpihos alpovfjuevcov.

186 ovs TToXv av SiKaioTepov iiratvoipiev rj tovs irepl

Tcov dXXoTpioJv erot/xo)? aTTodvijaKeiv iOeXovTas

/cat TOLS ^evLKoZs aTpaTevfiaaiv ofxoLovs ovTas'

TavTa [X€v ydp icjTiv epya TTOvrjpcov dvOpwrrcov, to

Se TOVS xpr]aTOVs evioTe )(etpov dycDVi^eadat tojv

dStKetv ^ovXojxevajv decjv av tls dfieXeLav elvac

187 0T^creter. exoip-i 8' av tco Xoyo) tovtoj ^(^priaaadai

/cat TTepl Trjs avpi^opds ttjs TinapTtdTais €v ©ep-
pbOVvXaLS yevofxev-qs, 'r]v aTravTes ocrot irep dK-q-

KoaoTLV eTTaivovai /cat dav/Jial^ovai fiaXXov ^ Tas

jxd)(as /cat Tas vt/ca? rds" KpaTTjudaas fxev tcov

evavTLCOV, rrpos ovs 8' ovK ^XPW y^y^vrip^ivas' as

^vXoyeZv tlvcs ToXficoat, /ca/ctD? etSdre? ws ovSev

ovd^ ocriov ovT€ KaXov eoTi twv fxrj jxeTa 8t/cato-

188 avvqs /cat XeyojxevuiV /cat TTpaTTO/xevcov. (Lv TiTrap-

" Cf. Phil. 148 ; Paneg. 90 ; Archid. 99-100.
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and showing that they would praise also men who,
already possessing more wealth than they need,

would not scruple to slay their own brothers and
friends and associates so as to obtain their possessions

also. For such crimes are parallel to the things which
the Spartans have done. And those who applaud the

latter cannot escape taking the same view also of the

crimes which I have just mentioned.
I marvel that there are none who regard battles

and victories won contrary to justice as more dis-

graceful and fraught with greater reproaches than
defeats which are met without dishonour—and that

too, knowing that great, but evil, powers prove often

stronger than good men who choose to risk their lives

for their country. For such men are much more de-

serving of our praise than those who, while ready and
willing to face death to gain the possessions of others,

are yet in no wise different from hireling soldiers.

For these are the acts of men depraved, and if men
of honest purpose sometimes come off worse in the
struggle than men who desire to do injustice, we may
attribute this to negligence of the gods. But I might
apply this point also to the misfortune which befel

the Spartans at Thermopylae, which all who have
heard of it praise and admire more than the battles

and victories which have been won over adversaries

against whom wars ought never to have been waged,"
albeit some are without scruple in extolling such suc-

cesses, not realizing that nothing is either righteous

or honourable which is not said or done with justice. ''

' The high moral tone here is, like the plea for absolute
justice as a principle of foreign policy in the Peace, in-

consistent with the "practical" doctrine of 117-118. See
note on 118.
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Ttarats" jJi^v ov8ev iraiTTor ifieX-qcrev jSAeVoyCTt yap

€LS ovSev dXXo ttXtjv ottcos dig TrXeXcrra rcbv aAAo-

rpLCOV Karau-)(rjGOV(nv ol 8 rjixercpoL Trepi ovSev

ovrco rcov ovrcov ianovha^CDV wg to irapa roig

"EAArjcrti' evhoKipbeZv rjyovvTO yap o'uSepLav av

yeveadai Kpiatv ovr dXrjdeaTepav ovre Sc/cato-

repav rrjg vtto Tvavrog rou yevovg yvcoaQeiurig.

189 Sr^Aoi 8' rjaav ovrcog e^ovreg eV re rot? dXXoLg

olg Slcokovv rrjv ttoXlv, /cat roZg jxeyiaroig rdjv

Trpaypdrcjv. rpicov yap TToXejJiCOV yevop^evcov avev

rod TpojiKOV rolg "EAAT^crt npog rovg ^ap^dpovg,

iv aTTaai Tovroig irpcorevovaav avrrjv napeaxov.

&v eXs fX€V '^v 6 TTpog 'Sep^'qv, iv co nXeov 8117-

veyKav Aa/ceSai/xovtcof ev aTracn Tolg KivSvvoig t]

190 Vetvot Tcov dXXiov, hevrepog 8' o irepi Tr)v Krtaiv

TOJV aTTOiKiwv, elg ov Acopiecov fxkv ovheig rjXde

avfXTToXep.'qcrcov, rj 8e voXig rjpLCov rjyejxwv /cara-

[273J ardaa rcov ovk evnopovvrcov /cat rcov dXXcov rdJv

^ovXop^evoiv ToaovTov rd Trpdyixara jxereaTrjaev,

iOGT eWcapbevcDV rwv ^ap^dpcov tov dXXov xP^vov

rag jxeyiarag TToXetg rGiv 'EAATjvtScDV KaraXapi-

^dvetv eTToi-qae rovg "EAAT^va?, a irporepov eiraaxov,

ravra hvvaadat 7tol€lv.

191 liepl p^kv ovv roiv hvoZv iroXepiOLV ev rolg epu-

TTpoadev LKavcbg elprjKap^ev, vrept 8e rov rpirov

" Three "wars," with no attention to chronology: (1)

that against Xerxes ; (2) the warfare connected with the

Ionian Colonization ; (3) four campaigns summarized as

one, all dealing with invasions : (a) that against Eumolpus
and the Thracians ; (b) that against the Scythians ; (c) that

against Eurystheus ; (d) that against Dareius.
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But the Spartans have never given a thought to this

truth ; for they look to no other object than that of

securing for themselves as many of the possessions

of other peoples as they can. Our ancestors, on the

other hand, have shown concern for nothing in the

world so much as for a good name among the Hel-

lenes ; for they considered that there could be no truer

or fairer judgement than that which is rendered by
a whole race of people. And they have been mani-
festly of this mind both in their government of the

state in other respects and in the conduct of the

greatest affairs. For in the three wars," apart from
the Trojan war, which were fought by the Hellenes
against the barbarians—in all these they placed our
city in the forefront of the fighting. Of these wars,

one was the struggle against Xerxes,'' in which they
were as much superior to the Lacedaemonians in

every crisis as were the latter to the rest of the
Hellenes. Another was the war connected with the

founding of the colonies,'^ in which none of the

Dorians came to help them, but in which Athens,
having been made the leader of those who were
lacking in the means of subsistence and of all others

who desired to join Anth her, so completely reversed
the state of affairs that, whereas the barbarians had
been wont in times past to seize and hold the greatest

cities of Hellas, she placed the Hellenes in a position

where they were able to do what they had formerly
suffered.

Now as to the two wars, I have said enough earUer
in this discourse,** I shall now take up the third,

* See 49 ff.

" See 42 ff. and 164 ff.

" In 49 ff., 43 ff., 164 ff.
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TTOi-qaofxai tovs Xoyovs, os iyevero rwv ^lev *EA-

X-qviScov TToXecov dpri KarajKiafievajv, rrjg S' rjfJi€-

repag en ^aaiXevoixevqg . ecf)^ a)V kol TToXe/JLOL

TrXelaroL /cat klvSvvoi fxeytaTOi avveTreaov, ovs

a-navras jxev ovd^ evpelv ovt etTrelv av hvvrjdeirjv,

192 TTapaXiTTCov 8e tov TrXeZoTOV oxXov rcov ev c/cetVoi

jxev TO) )(p6va) TrpaxO^VTOJV prjdrjvai Se vvv ov

KareTTeiyovTcov , (Ls av SvvcopiaL avvTOfjicoTara

TTeLpaaofxat hiqXcoaai rovs t' eTTLarparevaavTag

TTJ TToXei Kal ras p-dxas rds d^ias p-v-qpovevdrlvai

Kal prjdfjvaL Kal rovs rjy€p,6vas avrcov, en 8e ret?

TTpo^daeis as eXeyov, Kal ttjv Svvap,LV rcov yevcov

t(x>v avvaKoXovOrjudvTcov avroXs' LKavd yap earai

ravr' eiTrelv irpos ols Trepl tcov evavTicov elpyJKapev.

193 QpaK€s p-€V yap per Eu/xoAttoi; rod Ylocreihchvos

elae^aXov els rrjv x^^P^^ rjpLUiv, og rjp,(j)La^'qrrjaev

'Eipexdct rrjs TToXecos, <j>duK(jov Yloaeihd) Trporepov

^Adrjvds KaraXa^elv avri^v HKvdaL 8e p.er* 'A/u,a-

l,6vojv rcbv e^ "Apews yevopLevcov, at rr^v arpareiav

e^' 'iTTTToXvrrjv enoLijcravro , rrjv rovs re v6p.ovs

TTapa^daav rovs irap avrals Keipevovs, epa-

adeludv re Qr^aecos Kal avvaKoXovdijaaaav eKeZdev

194 Acat avvoLKrjaaaav avrcp- YVeXoTTOvvqcnoL he p^er

Kvpvcrdeojs, og 'Hpa/cAet p,€v ovk ehcxiKe Blktjv <Lv

rjp,dpravev els avrov, arparevaas 8 ein rovs 'r]p-ere-

povs rrpoyovovs (hs eKXTqijjopievos ^ca rovs eKetvov

TTalSas, Trap' 'qp.lv yap -^aav Karavecf}evy6res

,

€7Tadev d TrpoaiJKev avrov. roaovrov yap eSe7]ae

" See Paneg. 68 ; Archid. 42 ; Areop. 75.

" See Paneg. 68.
" A queen of the Amazons, who, according to one legend,

being enamoured of Theseus, deserted her own people and
followed him to Athens. In one tradition she meets her
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which took place when tlie other Hellenic cities had
just been founded and while our own city was still

ruled by kings. In those days there occurred at the

same time very many wars and very great perils. I

could neither ascertain nor set forth the history of

all of them, and I shall pass over the great bulk of

the things which were then done, but do not now
press upon us to be told, and shall endeavour to

inform you as briefly as I can of the enemies who
attacked our city, of the battles which deserve to be
recalled and recounted, of their leaders, and, further-

more, of the pretexts which they alleged, and of the

strength of the peoples who joined in their campaigns.
For these details will be enough to discuss in addition

to what we have said about our adversaries.

For our country was invaded by the Thracians, led

by Eumolpus," son of Poseidon, who disputed the
possession of Athens with Erechtheus, alleging that

Poseidon had appropriated the city before Athena
;

also by the Scythians, led by the Amazons, ** the off-

spring of Ares, who made the expedition to recover
Hippolyte,*' since she had not only broken the
laws which were established among them, but had
become enamoured of Theseus and followed him
from her home to Athens and there lived with him as

his consort ; again, by the Peloponnesians, led by
Eurystheus,'' who not only refused to make amends
to Heracles for his ill-treatment of him but brought
an army against our ancestors with the object of
seizing by force the sons of Heracles, who had taken'

refuge with us. However, he met with the fate

which was his due. For so far did he fail of getting

death fighting against the Amazons, who came to recover her.
Pausanias i. 2. 1. * See Paneg. 58 ff.
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Kvpios yeveaOai rcov LKeratv, atare rjTTrjOels yio-XCl

Kal t,co'yprjdeLS vtto rojv rjixerepcov, avros iKerrj?

yevofxevos tovtojv ovs i^aircbv rjXde, rov ^iov

195 ereXevriqaev . /xera Se rovrov ol Tre/x^^eVres- vtto

[274] Aapetov rrjv 'EAAaSa TTopOiqaovres , dvo^dvTes els

Ma/aa^cDt-a, TrXeioai /ca/cot? /cat fxeL^oaL avp(jiopals

neptTTeaovTes cbv rjXTTiaav rrfv ttoXlv rjjxCjv TTonjaecv,

a>XOVTO (f)€vyovT€s e^ d-ndarjs Trjs 'EAAaSo?.
196 TovTOVs S' aTTavras ovs 8i.7jX6ov, ov /xer' dXX-qXcov

eia^aXovras ovSe Kara rovs avroiis XP^^^^^> <iAA'

CO? ot re Kaipoi /cat to avp,(f)€pov eKaaroLS Kal to

^ovXeadai avvimTTTe, p^d-xj] viK-qaavTes /cat ttjs

v^pecDS TTavaavTCs, ovk i^eaTiqaav avTcov rryAt/caura

hiairpa^dpevoL to peyedos, ouS' eTradov TavTO rot?

Stot pev TO KaXws /cat (j)povipu)s ^ovXevaaaOai /cat

ttXovtovs pLeydXovs /cat Sofas" KaXds KTrjaap,evoLs,

Old 8e TO.? VTTep^oXds Tas tovtojv VTT€p7](f)dvoLs yevo-

pevoLs Kal TTjv (l)p6vr]aLv 8ia(f)6ap€tcn Kal KaTevexdeX-

aiv els X^^P^ TrpdypaTa Kal TarretvoTepa tcov npoTe-

197 pov avTOLS VTTapxovTwv , dXXd TrdvTa ra ToiavTa 8ta-

(f>vy6vT€s ivepeivav tols rjdeaiv ols elxov 8ta to

TToXiTeveadat, KaXaJs, pelt,ov (j)povovvTes eVt ttj ttjs

4'^Xl^ efet /cat rat? Scavolais rat? avTcov r) rat?

pdxo-t-S Tals yeyevYjpevais, /cat /xaAAoi/ vtto tcov

dXXcov 6avp.al,6p€voi Sta ttjv KapTepcav TavTtjv Kal

aca^poavv-qv tj Std Tr]v dvSpiav ttjv iv Tols Kiv^vvois

198 avTOLs TrapayevopevTjv ecLpojv yap TTdvTes ttjv pev

evipvxlav Trjv TToXeputKrjv ttoXXovs exovTas Kal tcjv

" See Paneg. 71-72, 85-87.
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our suppliants into his power that, ha\dng been
defeated in battle and taken captive by our people,

he became the suppliant of those whom he had come
to demand of us, and lost his own life. Later than
Eurystheus, the troops dispatched by Dareius " to

ravage Hellas landed at NIarathon, fell upon more
misfortunes and greater disasters than they had
hoped to inflict upon our city, and fled in rout from
all Hellas.

All these whom I have instanced, having invaded
our country—not together nor at the same time,

but as opportunity and self-interest and desire con-

curred in each case—our ancestors conquered in

battle and put an end to their insolence. And yet

they did not forsake their true selves * after they
had achieved successes of such magnitude nor did

they experience the same misadventure as those

who, owing to the exercise of good and \\ise judge-
ment, have attained great wealth and good reputa-

tion, but who, owing to excess of good fortune, have
grown overweening, lost their senses, and have been
brought down to lower and meaner circumstances

than those which they enjoyed before. On the
contrary-, they escaped all such aberrations and
remained steadfast in the character which they had
because of the excellence of their government, taking

more pride in their state of soul and in the quality

of their minds than in the battles which had been
fought, and being more admired by the rest of the
world because of this self-control and moderation
than because of the bravery displayed in their perils.

For all men saw that the fighting spirit is possessed

' See for the figure and the thought, 32 ; General Introd.
Vol. I., L.C.L. pp. xxxii fF.
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Tat? KaKovpyiais VTrep^aXXovroiv , rrjg 8e XPV^^H'V^
em TTaai /cat Travras Svvajxevrjs dx^eXetv ov kolvw-
vovvras rovs TTOvrjpovg, aAAa jXovoLg iyytyvofjieuT^v

Tot? KaXcos yeyovoQL /cat reOpaixnevoc? /cat rreTrai-

Seu/xeVot?, airep Trpoafjv tols rore rrjv ttoXlv St-

OLKOvai Kat rojv eip-qp^evcov dyaOcov anavrcov alrioLS

KaraardaLv.

199 Toy? /xer ovv dXXovs opo) rrepl rd ixlyiara rcbv

epyoiv /cat pLaXiara p,vrjjjiov€vd'qa6p,€va rovg Xoyovg
KaraXvovraSi iyoj Se accxfipoveZv pev vopi^oj rovs

Tavra yiyvojOKovras /cat Trpdrrovras, ov prjv avp-
^aLvei pot ravTO TTOieZv e/cetVot?, dXX eVt Xiyeiv

dvayKdt,opaL. tyjv S airLav St' rjv, oXiyov varepov
ipcb, piKpd rravv TrpohiaXe^^Oeis.

200 ^TTiqvaipdovv pkv yap rov Xoyov tov p^xpt tcov

avayvcoadevTwv yeypappevov perd pueipaKicov rpcajv

[275] rj reTrdpoiV rwv elOtcjpevcjv poi avvhiarpi^eiv

eTretSry Se Ste^touati' rjplv iSoKei KaXcog ^X^'-^

Kat TTpoaSelcrdaL TeXevrrjs povov, eSo^e pot pera-
TTepipaadat Tiva tcov epoL p,ev TreTrXrjaLaKOTcov , iv

oXiyapx^o. 8e TTeiToXirevpevov, Trporjprjpevov Se

AaKeSaipovLovs eTraiveZv, Iv et rt TrapeXadev rjpdg

ipevSos elp-qpevov, eKelvos /cartScov Si^Acucreiet' rjplv.

201 iXdcbv S' o KXrjOels /cat hiavayvovs rov Xoyov {rd

yap pera^v ri Set Xeyovra htarpi^eiv;), eSvaxepave

pkv k-n ovh^vX rcjjv yeypappkvwv, eTTfjveae S' djs

hvvardv paXiara, /cat huXexdr] Trepl eKaarov rcbv

pepoJv TTapaTrXiqaioJS ols repels iytyvcoaKopev ov

pbrjv dXXd (f)avep6s rjv ovx rjSecos ex^ov eVt rot? Trepl

202 AaKeSaipovicov elprjpdvoLs. iSijXajae 8k Sid ra-

° It has been conjectured, with no degree of certainty,

that the pupil here referred to was Theopompus, the historian.
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by many even of those who outdo others in villainy,

while that spirit which is beneficent in all things and
is helpful to all men is not shared by the depraved,
but is engendered only in men who are of good birth

and breeding and education—even such as were
those who then governed our city and brought to

pass all the good things which I have described.

Now I observe that the other orators close their

discourses A\ith the greatest and most memorable
deeds, but, while I commend the wisdom of those

who hold and practise this principle, yet I am not

in a position to do this same thing, but am compelled
to go on with my discourse. The reason why, I shall

explain presently, after first saying just a word.
After I had written out my discourse as far as

what has been read, I was revising it with three or

four youths who are wont to spend their time in my
society. And when, on going over what I had
written, it seemed to us to be good and to require

only an ending, it occurred to me to send for one of

those who had studied with me " but had lived under
an oligarchy and had elected to extol the Lace-
daemonians. I did this in order that, if any false

statement had escaped me, he might detect it and
point it out to me. He came, upon being summoned,
and, having read through my discourse (for why
take up time in relating what happened in the

interval ?), he took no offence at anything which I had
written but, on the contrary, praised the speech in

the highest possible terms and expressed views on
each part of it which were very similar to those which
I held. And yet it was manifest that he was not
pleased with what I had said about the Lacedae-
monians. And he showed it forthwith ; for he made
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Xeojv iroXfiTjare yap eiTielv d>s el /cat fxrjSev aAAo

7T€7TOfqKaai tovs "EAAT^va? ayadov, aAA ovv eKelvo

ye SiKaicos av avrols aTravres X^P''^ ^X^''^^> ^^'' '^^

KoXXiara rCov iTnTrjSevfjbdrcov evpovres avroi re

Xpo^vTO-L Kal Tols aXXoig KareSei^av.

203 Tovro Be prjdev ovtco ^po-xv Kal puKpov alnov

iyevero rod fxr^re KaraXvaai jxe rov Xoyov e(f) (hv

i^ovXT^drjv, VTToXa^elv 6^ ws alaxpov TTOLrjaco Kal

Seivov, el TTapwv 7repio0o/xat tlvo tojv ipiot ire-

TrXrjcnaKOTCov TTOvqpoZs XoyoLS ;)(p6(jjLterov. ravra he

Stavorjdels rjpojJLTjv avTov el jxr^hev (f)povTi^eL raJv

TTapovTCOV, )U.^S' alaxvverat Xoyov elprjKcbg dae^i]

Kal ifjevhrj Kal TroAAcDt' evavricocrecov pLecrrov.

204 " yvcoaeL 8 cu? ecrri TOtoyros", 171' ipcoTTjarjs rtvas

Tojv €V (f)povovvrcov TTola TU)v i7TtTr]SevpidTa>v

KaAAicTTa vopii^ovaLV elvai, Kal pierd ravra TToaog

Xpovos eurlv e^ ov UTrapridraL rvyxdvovaiv ev

WeXoTTOVvqaoi KaroiKOvvres . ovhels ydp bans ov

ToJv piev eTTLTrjhevpidT(x)v irpoKpivel rrjv evcre^eiav

rrjv TTepl tovs deovs Kal rr)v SiKaioavvrjv riqv Trepi

Tovs dvdpcoTTOvg /cat rrjv (f>p6vr]aiv Tiqv irept. ras

dXXas TTpd^eis, ^Traprtdras S evravda KaroLKeZv

205 ov irXeiix) <f)iqaov(nv irdjv eKTaKoalcov. rovTOjv S

ovrojs ixdvTOJV, el pckv rvyxdveis dXrjdi] Xeycov

TovTOVs (f)daKa>v evperds yeyevrjadai rcov KaXXLara)v

eTnTiqhevpidr(xiV, dvayKalov ecrrt tou? TroAAat?

yeveais Trporepov yeyovoras, Trplv YtTraprtdras

[276] evravda KaroiKYJaaL, /X17 puerex^i'V avrdJv, piTjre rovs

irrl Tpoiav arparevuapievovs pur^Te tovs irept

'Hpa/cAea /cat Q-qaea yeyovoras pLijre MtVco rov
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bold to say that if the Spartans had done no other

service to the Hellenes, at any rate, they deserved

the gratitude of all men because they had discovered

the best ways of Ufe and not only followed these

ways themselves but had taught them to the rest

of the world.

This assertion, so brief and so brusque, furnished

the reason why I did not close my speech at the

point where I was inclined to end it. I thought that

it would be shameful and reprehensible on my part

to permit one who had been my pupil to make in

my presence a statement which was unsound. With
this in mind, I asked him whether he had no regard

for his present auditors and was not ashamed of

ha\ing said things which were impious and false and
full of many contradictions. " You will realize," I

said, " that your assertion is such as I have declared

it to be if you will ask any intelligent men, first what
they think are the best ways of life, and next how
long a time has passed since the Lacedaemonians
settled in the Peloponnesus. For there is no one
who, among the ways of Ufe, will not give preference

to the practice of reverence in relation to the gods
and of justice in relation to mankind and of wisdom
in relation to all activities in general, and they will

tell you that the Spartans have lived in the Pelo-

ponnesus not more than seven hundred years. These
things being so, if you speak the truth wlien you
assert that they were the discoverers of the best

ways of life, then it must follow that those who lived

many generations before the Spartans settled there

had no part in them—neither those who made the

expedition against Troy nor those who were of the

generation of Heracles and Theseus or of Minos, son
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Aios fx-qre ^PaSafxavdw [u.tJt^ AlaKOV fi-qre tcov

dXXcov ixrjSeva tojv Vjxvoviiivojv cttI ralg dperais
ravTais, dAAd iftevSrj ttjv So^av ravTiqv aTT-ai^ras'

206 kx^LV el 8e av fxev ^Xvapcov rvyxo-veis, TrpoarjKeL

oe rovs CLTTO decov yeyovoras Kal ;)^p7yCT^ai ravracs
[xdXXov rGiv dXXcjov /cat /caraSeifat rols eTTiyiyvo-

fjievois, ovK eariv ottws ov fxaLveadat Sd^ets" diraaL

rols aKovaaaiv , ovrcos ^t-Kj] /cat Trapavoficos ovs dv

Tvxj]S €7TaLvd)v. eVetr' el pcev evXoyeis avrovs
ovSev aKrjKOibs tcov epicov, eAT^pet? piev dv, ov purjv

207 evavTia ye Xeyojv e<j)aivov aavrco' vvv 8' eTTTyve/cdrt

aoc rov epLov Xoyov, rov eTnSeiKvvvra TroAAd /cat

Seivd AaKeSatpLovLovs Trepi re rovs avyyeveZs rovs
avrdJv /cat rrepl rovs dXXovs "EAArji^as" SiaTTeTrpaypie-

vovs, TTCJS olovr Tjv en aoi Xeyeiv rovs evo^ovs

ovras rovroLs, cos rd)v KaXXicrrcov eTnrqhevpidrcov

Tjyepioves yeyovaaiv

;

208 " Upos 8e TOvroLS KaKetvo ae XeXrjOev, on rd
TTapaXeXeipipLeva rcov eTTLrrjSevpidrojv Kal rcov

rexycjv /cat rcov dXXcov dnavrcov ovx oi rvxovres
evpiGKOVGLV, dAA' ol rds re (f)vaets hiajyepovres Kal

puadelv TrXetara rcov rrporepov evpr]p,evcov Svvrjdev-

res /cat Trpoaexeiv rov vovv rep tj^relv pidXXov rcov

209 dXXcov eOeXijo-avres. Sv AaKeSaipiovioL nXeov aTr-

exovcTL rcov ^ap^dpcov ol piev yap dv (f>aveLev ttoXXwv

evpiqpiar'cov /cat p,a6rjraL Kal StSda/caAot yeyovores

,

ovroL 8e rocrovrov dvoXeXeipipievoi rrjs KOivrjs

" Minos, Rhadamanthus, and Aeacus are half-legendary
kings famed for their virtues, and especially their justice.

They are sometimes pictured as dispensing justice in the
world of the dead. See Plato, Gorgias 523.
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of Zeus, or Rhadamanthus or Aeacus " or any of the

others who are celebrated in song for the virtues

which I have mentioned, but that all of them have
in this respect a reputation which is false. But if,

on the other hand, you are speaking nonsense, and
if it is fitting that men who were descended from gods
should have cultivated these %irtues more than all

others and transmitted them to their successors as

well, then you cannot escape being thought mad by
all who hear you for being so reckless and unjust and
undiscriminating in your praise. Furthermore, if

you were praising them without having heard any
of my speech, you would no less be speaking drivel,

but you would not be manifestly contradicting your-

self. But now, since you have commended my dis-

course, which proves that the Lacedaemonians have
committed many outrages both against their own
kinsmen and the rest of the Hellenes, how could you
then say that those who are open to these charges
have been the leaders in the best ways of life ?

" Moreover, this consideration also has escaped you,

that the things which have been overlooked, whether
in ways of living or in the arts or in all other activities,

are not discovered by any and every one, but by men
who have superior endowments and are both able to

learn the most of what has been discovered before

their time and willing more than all others to give

their minds to the search for what is new. But in

these respects the Lacedaemonians are more back-
ward than the barbaiians. For you will find that

the latter have been both pupils and teachers ofmany
discoveries, while the Lacedaemonians have fallen so

far behind our common culture and learning that they
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TraiSetas' /cat ^iXoao(f)ia^ elalv cuctt' ovhk ypa/A/Ltara

fiavdavovcrtv, d rrjXiKavrrjv e^ei SvvafXLv axjre rovs

iTTLGrafievovs /cat -x^pcDyiivovs avroZs fxrj fiovov

efjLTTeLpovs yiyveadat ra)v errt ttIs rjXtKias Ti]s

avTOJv TTpaydivroiv dAAa /cat t(x)v TTCoTTore yevo-

210 jXGvcov. dAA' ojjbCxis ov /cat Toy? tcov tolovtojv

apbadels ovras ir6X}xii)aas eiTreZv cos euperat tcov

KaXXioToyv eTnriqhevpia.TOiv yeyovaai^ /cat raur'

etSoj? ort TO?)? TratSa? rovs iavrcbv edi^ovai

TTepl roiavras irpaypiareias hiarpi^eLV, i^ Sv iX-

[277] TTL^ovariv avrovs ovK evepyeras yevqaeadai, tojv

dXXwv, dAAd KaKcos TTOielv p^dXiara BvvrjacaOai

Tovs "KXXrjvas.

211 " "A? Trdcra? fxev Steficor ttoXvv o^Xov ifiavTw t'

av TTapdaxoLpbi /cat TOt? d/cououcrtv', jLtiat' Se fxovov

cIttcov, r]v ayairaxn Kai Trepi rjv fidXicrra aTTOvSd-

l,ovGLv, olfxaL SrjXcocreiv aTravra tov rponov avrcov.

eKelvoi, ydp /ca^' eKdarrjv rrjv -^fiepav cvdvs e^

evvijs iK7T€[X7TOV(n TOVS TTalSas, /u.e^' (Lv dv e/caarot

^ovXrjddJai, Xoyo) fxev cttI d-qpav, epyco S' CTrt

212 KXojTTeiav rd)v iv rots dypois KaroiKovvrcov iv
fj

avjx^aiveL rovs fJi^v Xrj<j)devTas dpyvpiov aTTOTivetv

/cat TrX-qyds Xan^dveiv, rovs Se TrXelara KaKovp-

yqaavras /cat Aa^etv SwrjOevras ev re rot? Tracalv

evhoKLfxeZv /xaXXov raJv dXXcov, eTTeiSdv 8' els

dvSpas avvTeXdjcnv, ^v ip^ixeivcoGi roZs rjOeoLv ots

TratSe? ovres eixeXirrjaav , iyyvs clvau rcov fxeyiarcov

dpxd)V.

» " Before the development of the body, that of the mind
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do not even try to instruct themselves in letters'*—

a

science which has so much power that those who
understand and use it become apprized not only of the
things which have been accomplished in their own
time but also of the things which have come to pass
in any age whatsoever. Nevertheless, you have
made bold to assert even of those who are ignorant of

such matters that they have been the discoverers of

the best ways of Hfe, and that too when you know that

they train their own boys in habits and practices by
which they hope that, so far from becoming the
benefactors of others, they ^^^ll become most adept
in doing injury to the Hellenes.

" Were I to go through all of these practices, I

should greatly fatigue both myself and my hearers,

but if I mention only a single one—one which they
cherish most and by which they set most store—

I

think that I can put before you their whole manner of

hfe. For every day they send out their boys, from
the very cradle, as it were, with such companions as

each may prefer, ostensibly to hunt, but in reality to

steal ^ the property of the people who Uve in the
countr}% In this practice, those who are caught are

punished with fines and blows, while those who have
accomplished the greatest number of thefts and have
been able to escape detection enjoy a higher esteem
among their fellow-youths than the others, and when
they attain to manhood, provided they remain true

to the ways which they practised in youth, they are

in line for the most important offices.

had completely to give way " in Sparta. See Plutarch,
Lycurgus 16 ; Gilbert, Greek Const. Antiquities p. 64.

* For this feature of their training see Plutarch, Lycurgus
17, 18 ; Xenophon, Const, of Sparta 11. 5 ff. ; Gilbert,
Greek Const. Antiquities p. 64.
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213 " Kat ravTTjs rjv rt? irrLSel^rj TratSetar ixdXXov

dyana)fxevTjv •^ OTTOvhaiorepav Trap' avToZs elvat

V0fJLit,0[j,€vr]V, ofJioXoyco nrjhev dXrjOes elprjKevat,

[xrjSe TTepl evos TraJTrore Trpdyfiaros. /catVoi tl

rojv TOLovTCov epyojv KaXov eariv •^ aejxvov, dAA'

ovK ala)(vvrjs d^iov; ttcD? S' ovk avoi^Tovs )(pr]

voixil,eiV Tovs eiraivovvTag rovs togovtov twv
vopnov Tcov KoivaJv e^earrjKOTas Kal [xrjSev tcov

avTcov jXT^re tols "EAXrjai pLrjre rots ^ap^dpoi-s

214 ytyvaxTKovras ; ol [xev yap dXXoi tovs KaKovp-

yovvras^ Kal KXerrrovTas TTOvrjpoTepovs^ rwv olk€-

Tojv vop,L^ovatv, eKelvot Se tovs ev tols tolovtois

rwv epyojv TrpcoTevovras ^€Xtlgtovs etvai tcov Tiai-

hcov VTToXafjL^dvovai /cat p^dXiara rifiioaLV. Kairoi

TLS dv rwv €v (f>povovvT(xiv OVK dv rpls dTTodaveZv

eXoLTO fidXXov, ^ 8td tolovtcov eTTiTr^hevyLarajv

yvioadrjvai ttjv daKrjaiv ttjs dperi^s iroiovpLevos ;
"

215 Taur' dKovaas Opaaeois />tev ovhe Trpos ev

dvrecTTe tojv elprjfjLevcov, oi5S' av TravTaTraaLV dir-

€GL(x)7Trjcr€v, dAA' eXeyev on. " av [xev TreTTOLTjaai

TOVS Xoyovs "
ifJiG Xeyojv " (Ls dnavT dnoSexo-

fjievov p,ov TaKet Kal KaXcbs ^X^^^ vo/jllI^ovtos'

ijxol 8e SoK€LS TTepl fiev ttjs tcDi' TTatScov avro-

vofiLas Kal TTepl dXXojv ttoXXcov eiKOTOJS eTTLTijJidv

216 eKeivois, ifiov S' ov SiKaicos Kanqyopelv. eydi

[2781 y^P ^XvTT'^drjv fjiev rov Xoyov dvayiyviOGKiov cttI

TOLS TTepl AaKeSaLfjLOVLCov elprjuevois, ov /jLrjv ovtcjs

COS CTTt Tcp ijLr]Sev dvTeLTrelv vrrep avTcov hvvaaftaL

rots yeypafxp^evoLs, eldLUfxevos tov dXXov XP^^'^^
eTTaLvetv. els TOLavrrjv S' dTTopLav Karaaras eLTTOV

^ KaKOvpyovvras viilg. : KaTrjyopovvTas T.
* TTOvrfporipovs vulg. : TrovripoTdTOvs P.
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" If anyone can point out an education which is

more cherished by them or by which they set greater

store than this, I am wilhng to grant that there is not

a word of truth in what I have said about anything
whatsoever. And yet what is there in such conduct
that is good or admirable and not, on the contrary,

shameful ? How can we fail to condemn the folly of

those who extol men who have so far departed from
our common laws and are in no respect of the same
way of thinking as either the Hellenes or the bar-

barians ? For the rest of the world looks upon male-
factors and thieves as more depraved than slaves,

whereas the Lacedaemonians regard those who
stand first in such crimes as the best among their

youths and honour them the most. And yet who that

is in his right mind would not prefer to die many
times rather than be known as seeking through such

practices to school himself in \irtue ?
"

WTien he heard this, he did not answer arrogantly

any of the things which I had said, neither, on the
other hand, was he altogether silent, but remarked as

follows :
" You "—meaning myself—" have spoken

as if I applauded all of the ways of Sparta and con-

sidered them good. But in fact I think that you are

right in condemning the Spartans for the licence

practised by their youth and for many other things as

well, but wTong in attacking me. For I was troubled
on reading your speech by what you had said about
the Lacedaemonians, but much more by my own
inability to utter a single word in their defence
against what you had WTitten, accustomed as I had
been at all other times to commend you. And when
I found myself in this perplexity, I said the only thing
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oTtep Tjv XoLTtov, COS ^l /cttt ixT^Sev 8i' aAAo, Sid y'

€K€LVO SiKalcog av avrols aTravres X^P''^ ^X^^H'^^''

OTi rols KoXXiaTOLS roiv imrrjSevfJidrojv ;\;paj/>tevot

217 rvyxdvovcTiv . ravra S' eliTov ov irpos rrjv ev-

ai^eiav ouSe Txpos r-qv SiKaLocrvvqv ovSe Trpos rrjV

(f)p6vrjaLV aTTO^Xeifjas , a av hLTjXdes, dXXd Trpos rd
yvpLvdaia ra/cet Kadearr^Kora Kal Trpos ttjv daKiqatv

TTJs dvSpcas Kal ttjv 6p,6voLav Kal avvoXcos Trjv Trepl

Tov TToXefMOV eTTLpLeXeiav, aTrep aTravTes dv eTxaivoZev,

Kal iidXiar* dv avrols eKeivovs ;)(p7y(70at (f)'q(T€Lav."

218 Taura 8' avrov SiaXexd^vros azreSe^a/ATjv' fxev,

oux cij? SiaXvofjievov n tcvv KaTr)yopr]p,€VOJV , dAA'

(bs aTTOKpuTTTOfxevov TO TTLKpoTaTov rG)v Tore

prjQlvroiv ovK dTraiSevrcos dXXd vovv exovrois,

Kal Trepl rcov dXXojv dTToXeXoyrjfxevov acocjypove-

arepov rj rore TTappiqaLaadpbevov ov [jL'qv dAA'

eKeZv* idaas Trepl avrwv tovtcov e(f)aa'Kov Kar-

rjyopiav ex^i-v ttoXv Seivorepav rj Trepl rrjs tcjv

219 TraiScov KXajireias. " eKeivois fiev yap rots eTTirrj-

hevp-aaiv eXv[xaivovTo tovs avrcov TratSas", ots 8'

oXiycp TTporepov av SirjXdes, tovs "^XXrjvas aTT-

wXXvaav. pdhiov 8', (hs ovrcos etx^ ravra, avv-

iSeZv. olp-ai yap drravras dv oiJioXoyrjaa KaKiarovs

dvSpas elvai Kal fjLeyLarrjs ^r^/xta? d^iovs, daoL

rols TTpdyfiaai rols evprip^evois evr' oj(f)eXia, rov-

220 TOLS cttI ^Xd^Tj ;!(/3aj/xev'ot rvyxdvovac, jxtj Trpos

rovs ^ap^dpovs firjSe Trpos rovs d/xaprdvovras

jxrjbe Trpos rovs els rrjv avrcbv x^P'^^ ela^dXXovras

,

dAAd Trpos rovs oiKeiordrovs koI rrjs avrrjs avy-

yeveias jxerexovras' aTrep eTTOiovv Hrrapridrai.

o See 204.
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I could, namely, that for this reason at least, if for

no other, they deserved the gratitude of all of us,

because they followed the best ways of life. How-
ever, I said this, not ^\^th any thought of reverence or

justice or wisdom—the virtues which you mentioned "

—but having in mind the athletic practices which have
been instituted among them, their training in courage,
their spirit of concord, and, in a -word, their discipline

for war. These all men will commend, and will con-
cede that the Spartans practise them most of all."

When he had said this, I accepted his explanation,
feehng that it did not break down any ofthe criticisms

which I had made but that it covered up, not v\ithout

tact, nay, with good taste, the crudeness of his

previous utterance, and that his defence on the other
points showed greater moderation than his former
brusque assertion. Nevertheless, though I dismissed
that matter, I stated that with reference to these very
claims which he made for the Spartans I had an
attack which was much more damaging than what I

had said on the subject of steahng among their

youths. " For by that practice," I said, " they
ruined their own youths, and by these which you have
just mentioned, they seek to destroy the Hellenes.
And it is easy to see at a glance that this is so ; for I

think that all men will agree that those men are the
basest and deserve the severest punishment who take
the discoveries which have been made for our benefit
and use them for the injury, not of the barbarians nor
of those who wrong them nor of those who invade
their territory, but of those who are their nearest kin
and share the same blood with them.* And this is

* The Perioeci, who, according to Isocrates, were of the
Spartan blood, and their fellow-Dorians generally.
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KairoL TTcbs ocnov ian ^acr/cetv KaXcos ;\;prjcr0at

Tolg 7T€pl Tov TToXejxov eTTLT'qSeviJiaaLV , olrives ovs

TTpoaiJKe a(x)t,€iv, tovtovs OLTToXXvovTes aTravra

TOV )(p6vov 8t€TeX€Gav

;

221 " 'AAAct yap ov av p,6vos dyvoels rovs KaXcos

Xpojfxevovs TOLs TTpayixacnv, aAAa ax^^ov ol TrXel-

CTTOt Twv 'EiXXtJvojv. eTTetStti' yap TLvas tScoatv

rj TTvOcovrai irapd tlvcov eTn/AeAcD? hiarpi^ovras

[279] TTepl rd hoKovvr' elvai KaXd twv €TnTrj8€VfxdTa>v,

eiraivovai /cat ttoXXovs Xoyovs TTOiovvTai irepl avTOJv,

222 ovK etSore? ro avfji^r)a6p,€vov. XPV ^^ tovs opdcjg

hoKipidt^eLV ^ovXojjievovs Trepl tcov tolovtcov ev dpxfj

fiev rjavx^av dyeiv /cat pLrfhepnav ho^av e^^iv Trepl

aUTCOV, €7T€l8dv 8' €LS TOV XpOV^V eK€LVOV eXOcOCTLV,

iv CO Kal Xeyovras /cat TrpaTTovras avrovs oi/iovraL

/cat TTcpi TCJV tStojv /cat Trept tcov kolvojv, t6t€

223 decopeiv dKpi^cos CKaaTov avTCov, /cat tovs fxkv

voixijxcos /cat /caAcD? ;^pcDjU.evoi;s' of? ipbeXeT-qcrav

eTTaivetv /cat rt/xav, tovs Se TrXrjiJijxeXovvTas /cat

KaKovpyovvTas ipeyeiv /cat pnaelv /cat ^vXdTTe-

adai TOV TpoTTOv avTCov, ivOvfiovfjievovs cog ovx at

(f)vcr€is at TCOV TrpayixaTcov ovt cocfieXovcnv ovTe

^XdTTTOvaiv Tjfjids, dXX cos at tcov dvOpcoTTCov

XP'^^cr^i'S Kai TTpd^eis arravTcov rjplv atrtat tcov

224 avpL^aivovTCOv elaiv. yvoirj 8' av tls eKeldev Ta
yap auTO, TravTaxfj xal pnqhapifj hta(f)ipovTa tols

fjLev cu^eAt/xa rot? Se ^Xa^epd yiyveTai. /catVoi

T'qv fxev (jivaiv ex^iv eKaaTov tcov ovtcov ttjv

ivavTiav avTr]v avTTJ /cat nrj ttjv avTTjv ovk evKoXov

icTLV TO 8e fiTjSev tcov avTCov avpi^aiveiv tols

» See Nicocles 3-4 ; Antid. 251-252.
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what the Spartans have done. And yet with what
conscience can we say that they make good use of

their warlike practices who have at all times without

ceasing sought to destroy those whom it behoved
them to save ?

" In truth, however, it is not you alone who fail to

distinguish those who make good use of things, but, I

might almost say, the great majority of the Hellenes.

For whenever they see or hear from others that any
people devote themselves zealously to what appear to

be good practices, they extol them and make many
speeches about them, without knowing what will

be the effects of this devotion. However, those who
desire to form a correct judgement about such people

should remain silent and have no opinion about them
in the beginning, but when the time comes when they
can observe them both speaking and taking action

regarding both private and public affairs, then they

should take accurate note of what they do in each

case ; and when men make good use of the things

which they have practised, they should praise and
honour them, but when they go WTong and do e\il

they should censure and abhor them and guard them-
selves against their ways, bearing in mind that things

do not of their owti nature either help or harm us, but

that the manner in which they are used and employed
by men is the cause of all the things which befall us."

One may grasp the truth of this from the following

consideration : things which are in themselves always

the same and never different are to some helpful and
to others harmful. And yet it is not conceivable that

each thing should have a nature which itself is con-

trary to itself and not the same. But, on the other

hand, who that can reason correctly will not look upon

509



ISOCRATES

opoaJs /cat SiKaicos TrpdrrovaL Kal toXs aaeXycog

re /cat KaKojs, tlvl tcov opdcbg Xoyil,o}ji,evaiV ovk

av eiKoroiS ravra yiyveadai So^etev;

225 " *0 8' avTOs ovTos Xoyos /cat Trept rag ofiovoias

av apfioaeiev /cat yap e/cetvat rrjv <j>vai,v elatv

OVK avofjLOLaL rolg f.lpr]ixevots, dAAa ras ju.ev avTciJv

evpoLfxev av TrXeiarcov dyadcov atrta? ytyvo/Lteva?,

TO.? 8e rajv pueyiarcxiv KaKcov /cat avp(j>opa)V. Sv
jxiav eivai ^rjpn Kal rrjv ^TTapnaTwv ecpiqaerai

yap rdX-qdes, et /cat rtcrt So^oj Aiav irapdho^a

226 Xiyeiv. ovroi yap to) ravra yiyvojaKecv rrepi

raJv €^co TTpayfidrcov aAArjAot? araaid<^€iv rovs

"EiXXrjvas ojarrep re-xyrjv exovres, Ittoiovv, Kal

TO )(aX€Troirarov rais dXXacs noXeai rojv KaKcjv

yiyv6[X€vov, rovd' avrols drrdvraiv avjicjiopcorarov

€v6p,Lt,ov elvai' rag yap ovrco Sta/cet/xeW? ef^^i^

avrols, OTTOJS rj^ovXovro, StoiKelv. coorr' ouSet?

av avrovs 8ta ye rrjv o/xovotav St/cato)? enaLve-

[280] aetev, ovSev p^dXXov r] rovs KaraTTOvriards /cat

Xrjards Kal rovs rrepl ras aAAa? aSt/cia? ovras'

Kal yap e/cetvot o^iaiv avrols 6p.ovoovvres rovs

227 dXXovs aTToXXvovatv . et 8e rtcrt 8o/ca> rrjv irapa-

^oXrjv dnpeTTrj TreTTOLrjcrOaL rrpos rrjV eKeivojv So^av,

ravrrjv fiev ew, Xeyco 8e Tpi^aXXovs, ovs diravres

(f)aaLv ofjiovoelv [xev co? ovSevas dXXovs dvOpcoTTOVs,

dTToXXvvat- 8' ov fxovov rovs op-opovs /cat rovs

TrX-qauov oLKOvvras , dXXd Kal rovs dXXovs oacov av

" For this concord
—

" honour among thieves "—see Plato,

. Republic 351 c.

* See Peace 30, note.
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it as natural that the consequences should be by no
means the same in the case of those who act rightly

and j ustly and in the case of those who act wilfully

and wickedly ?

" This same argument apphes also to the matter of

concord ; for this is not different in its nature from the

things which I have discussed ; on the contrary, we
shall find that it is in some instances the cause of very

many blessings, but in others of the greatest evils and
misfortunes. And I contend that the concord of the

Spartans is of the latter sort. For I shall speak the

truth even at the risk of appearing to some to say

what is quite contrary to the general opinion. For
by being of one mind amongst themselves regarding

the outside world they have always striven to set the

Hellenes at variance with each other, reducing this

practice, as it were, to a fine art ; and they have
always looked upon the cruellest of e\ils which befel

the other states as of all things in the world the

greatest of boons to themselves ; for when the states

were in such stress, they found it possible to manage
them as they pleased. So that no one could justly

praise them because of their concord, any more than
one could praise pirates or brigands or men given to

other forms of injustice. For such men also enjoy
concord among themselves " and thereby seek to

destroy all others. But if I appear to some to use a

comparison which is not in keeping vvith the reputa-

tion of the Spartans, I discard this and instance the
Triballians,^ who, according to what all men say, are

of one mind as are no other people on earth, but are

bent on destroying not only those who border upon
their territory and those who Uve in their neighbour-
hood but also all others whom they are able to reach.
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228 €(f>(,K€a6aL SvvrjdcoaLV . ovs ov XPV /-tt/xeta^ai tovs

aperrjs avTiTTOLOVfievovs , dXXa ttoXv fjidiXXov ttjv

TTJg (TO(f>ias /cat rrjs hiKaioavvn-js /cat ra)v dXXojv

aperojv Svvafitv. avrau /xev yap ov ras cr<f)€T€pas

avrojv (f)V(j€Ls evepyerovaiv, aAA' ots av Trapa-

yevojjievat, TrapapieivcoaLv , evhaipiovas /cat /x.a/ca-

pLovs TTOLovatv' Aa/ceSat/xov'tot Se rovvavriov, ots

jjLev av TrX-qaLaacoaLV, aTToXXvovac, ret 8e tcov dXXcov

dyadd rravra irepl cr(f)ds avTovs TrotovvraL."

229 TavT enrdjv KaTea)(ov Trpd? ov Tovg Xoyovs

iTTOiovjjirjv, dvSpa SeLvov /cat noXXcov eixTreipov /cat

Trept TO Xiyeiv yeyunvaafxevov ovSevds rjTTOv rcbv

ifjLol TTeTrXrjaiaKOTiov . ov firjv rd iietpaKia rd rrdcn

TTapayeyevqfxeva tovtols Trjv avrrjv ipiol yvojfX'qv

eax^v, aAA e/xe jxev eTTrjvecrav cu? StetAey/xeVov

re veapojrepcos rj TrpocreSoKrjaav rjycovLornevov re

KaXws, eKeivov he Kare^povrjuav , ovk opdcog yt-

230 yvcoGKOvres, dXXd SirjjxaprrjKOTes dpi(j)orep(x}v rjp,a>v.

6 pikv ydp dnriei (j)povLp,a>T€pos yeyeviqjxivos /cat

avveaTaXfxevrjv e^oiv rrjv Stavotav, ataTrep )(pri tovs

ev (f)povovvTas , /cat TreTTOvddjs to yeypajxp^ivov iv

AeA^ot?, avTov t eyvcoKcbs /cat Tr)v AaKeSaifiovtcov

<f>vaLV iJidXXov 7} TTpoTcpov iyd) S' VTreXemoixrjv

eTTLTVX^S fJ-^v 'iacos hieiXeyp^ivos, dvorjTorepos Se St'

avTO TOVTO yeyevrjixevos, /cat (f)pova)V fietl^ov -q

7rpoarJK€ tovs tt^Xikovtovs , /cat Tapaxrjs /xetpa-

231 KLcoSovs jLtearo? oii'. SrjXos S' -^v ovtco Sta/cet'/xet'o?'

e-neihr] ydp rj(JV)(^as iTreXa^ojxrjv, ov TrpoTepov
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But men who pretend to excellence must not imitate

their example but much rather the j)ower of wisdom
and of justice and of the other \-irtues. For these do
not work for the benefit of their own natures," but
whomsoever they visit and abide ^vith—these they
bless ^\ith prosperity and happiness. But the Lace-
daemonians do the very opposite : whomsoever they
approach they seek to destroy and they are ever

striving to appropriate all the good things which
belong to the world at large."

Having said these things, I silenced the man to

whom I had addressed my remarks, albeit he was able

and experienced in many things and had been trained

in speaking no less than any of those who had been
under my instruction. However, the youths who had
been present at all this discussion did not form the

same judgement as myself, but, while they applauded
me both for having spoken more vigorously than they
anticipated and for having debated well, they dis-

paraged my opponent, although in fact they judged
neither of us correctly but missed the truth as to us

both. For he went his way, having grov^Ti wiser and
feeling chastened in spirit, as is becoming to men of

intelligence ; he had experienced the force of the

inscription at Delphi and come to know both himself

and the nature of the Lacedaemonians better than
before. I, on the other hand, remained, having
perhaps debated effectively, but having because of

this very fact shown less understanding, cherishing a

greater pride than befits men of my age, and given
over to youthful confusion. Manifestly I was in such

a state ofmind ; for when I seized a moment of quiet,

" See the argument between Socrates and Thrasymachus
in Plato, Republic Book I.
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€7Tavadfji7]v irplv inre^aXov rco TratSt rov Xoyov, ov

oXiyci) fxev TTporepov fxed^ 'qSovrjs St.rjXdov, fiiKpco 8'

[281] varepov rjfieXXe /xe XvTT'qaeLV. rpLcbv yap t] T€t-

rdpcov rjfiepcov SiaXeicfideLaaJv dvayiyvcLaKOJV avrd
Koi hie^LOJV, ivl fxev ols Ttepl rrjs TToXecas rjv

elprjKcos, OVK rjxOofJLrjv, KaXaJs yap Kal StKaicos '^v

232 diravra rrepl avr-qs yeypacjycos, errl 8e tois Trepl

AaKehaip^ovLCOv iXvmjd-qv Kal ^apecos e(f>€pov ov

yap fxerpLCos eSoKovv fxoc StaAe;^^at nepl avrcov oi)8'

opLoicos Tols dXXoLS, aXX oXtycvpcos Kal Xt,av rriKpajs

/cat TTavTaTTaaiv avo'qTa)S' (LoTe TToXXaKts 6pp,T]aas

€^aX€L<f)€i.v avTOV r) /cara/cctetv fxereyLyvujaKov,

iXeiov TO yi]pas rovpiavrov Kal rov ttovov tov Trepl

Tov Xoyov yeyevrjp,€vov.

233 *Kv roiavrrj Se fxoi rapaxfj KaOearrjKOTL Kal pera-

jSoAa? TTOLOvpuevcp TToXXds eSo^e Kpariarov etvai

TrapaKaXeaavTL rojv 7TeTTXrjaiaK6ra>v rovs cttl-

hrjp.ovvTas ^ovXevaaadat pier' avrcov, TTorepov

d(j)aviGr€os TravrdTraaiv iariv it] SiaSoreos roXs

^ovXop,evoLs Xapi^dveiv, OTTorepa S' dv eKeivois

86^7), ravra TTOLelv. tovtcov yvwaOevrwv ovSepLtav

SiaTpi^rjv €TTOLrjadpi7]v, dAA' evdvs TrapeKeKXrjvro

p,€V OVS €L7TOV, TTpOeipTjKCOS S' '^V aVTOLS €^' d
avveXrjXvdores rjaav, dveyvcoaro 8' o Xoyos,

iTrr)vr]p,€vos 8' t^v Kal Tedopv^iqpLevos Kal rervxi^KaJS

JjvTTep at Karopdovvres iv rals eTnhei^eaiv.

234 'A-TrdvroiV 8e ro-urcov iTTiTereXeapievcov ol p,ev

oAAoi SteAeyovTO irpos a(f)ds avrovs, SrjXov on Trepl

" The common term for a servant. Slaves were often

employed as secretaries.
** " Epideictic " speeches—orations composed to display

the powers of the speaker,
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I did not cease until I had dictated to my boy " the

speech which a short time before I had delivered with

pleasure but which a little later was to cause me
distress. For when, after three or four days had
elapsed, I was reading and going over it, I found that,

while I was not troubled about the things which I had
said about Athens (for in everything which had
reference to her I had wTitten well and justly), yet I

was distressed and uncomfortable about what I had
said with reference to the Lacedaemonians. For it

seemed to me that I had not spoken of them with

moderation nor in the same manner as the rest of the

world but \\ith contempt and with extreme bitterness

and altogether without understanding. The result

was that I was often on the point of blotting out or

burning what I had ^^Titten and as often changed my
mind when I thought with pity of my old age and of

the labour which had been spent upon my discourse.

Since I was in this state of confusion, shifting

frequently from one impulse to the other, I decided

that the best thing for me to do was to call in those of

my former disciples who lived in the city and take

counsel with them as to whether my discourse was to

be entirely destroyed or to be distributed among
those who desired to have it, and to follow their

judgement whatever it might be. Having so re-

solved, I lost no time ; they whom I have mentioned
were summoned at once ; I announced to them
beforehand the object of their coming together ; the

speech was read aloud, was praised and applauded
and accorded even such a reception as is given to

successful declamations.*'

But when all this demonstration had come to anend,
the others present began to talk among themselves,

515



ISOCRATES

Tcov avayvoyaOevTOiv ov S' e^ '^PXV^ [xereTTefjLifjdfjieOa

avfi^ovXov, Tov AaKehaijjLOviuiv ivaLverrjv , irpos ov

ttXclcx) SieXexOT^v rod Seovros, OLCOTrrjv TTOfqadfievos

/cat TTpos ifie ^Xeipas diropelv e^aa/cev o rt XP'^'

arjTai toZs Trapovcriv ovr€ yap aTnarelv ^ovXeadat

TOLs utt' ifxov XeyofxevoLS, ovre Tnctreveiv hvvaadai

235 TravTaTTaacv avrols. " davpLat^co yap eW^ ovtcos

iXvTT-qOrjs /cat ^apdcos eax^s, coaTrep <f>'^S, ctti rots'

irepl AaKehaipiovicov elprjp,ivoLS , ovhkv yap iv

avrols 6pa> rotovrov yeypap-pevov, elre avpL^ovXois

TTepl rod Xoyov ;!^p7^CTaCT^ai PovXofievos rjpds

avviqyayes , ovs olad^ aKpi^cos drrav 6 ri dv av

Xeyrjs rj TTpdrrrjs eTraivovvras . eWtapLevot 8' elalv

ol vovv exovres dvaKOLvovadai, Trepl wv dv ottov-

Sa^ojCTt, /xaAtara pikv rols dpLeivov avrcov (fypovovaiv,

[282] et 8e pii], rots jxeXXovaiv dTToj>aiveaQaL rrjv avrcov

236 yva)p,r]v (Lv rdvavria ai) 7T€7TOLr]Kas. rovrcov p.€v

ovv ovSerepov a7roSe;)(o/xat rdjv Xoyojv, So/eels' Se

p,OL TTOLrjaaadaL rrjv re 7TapdKXr]cnv rrjv rjpierepav

/cat rov enaivov rov rijs TToXecjs ovx aTrXcos, oj)S'

d)s StetAe|-at rrpos rjfJLas, dXX' rjpLwv pukv TreZpav

Xa^eZv ^ovXofxevos, et ^LXoao(f)Ovpi€v /cat p.€pv^p,€da

rcbv iv rat? SiaTpt^at? XeyopL€va)v /cat avviSeXv

Svvrjdetpiev dv ov rporrov o Xoyos rvyxdvei ye-

237 ypo.pp.evos, Trjv 8e ttoXlv inaLvelv rrpoeXiadai rr)v

aavrov aaxjjpovdjv, Iva rep re TrXijdei ro) rcjv ttoXl-

ruiv p^aptaT^ /cat Txapd rols evvoiKds Trpds vp.ds 8ta-
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presumably about the discourse which had been read.

But the man whom I had sent for at first to obtain

his advice (the panegyrist of the Lacedaemonians, to

whom I had spoken at greater length than I should),

having remained silent in the meantime, turned to me
and said that he was in doubt what to do in the

present situation, for he desired neither to discredit

the words which I had spoken nor was he able to

credit them entirely. " For I wonder," he continued,
" whether you were as distressed and uncomfortable

about the things which you had said concerning

the Lacedaemonians as you allege—for I see nothing

in what you have ^\Titten to indicate such a feeling

—

and whether you really brought us together because

you desired to get our adxice about your discourse,

since you knew well enough that we always commend
whatever you say or do. Men of intelligence are

accustomed to take common counsel with others

regarding matters about which they are concerned,

preferably with those who are wiser than themselves,

but, at any rate, with those who ^^ill express their o^vn

judgement. But you have done the very opposite.

Therefore I accept neither of these explanations but
am rather of the opinion that you svmimoned us here

and pronounced your encomium on Athens, not

ingenuously nor for the reason you stated to us, but
because you wanted to test us to see if we were true

to the cultivated life, if we remembered what had
been said to us under your tutelage, and if we could

grasp at once the manner in which your speech was
written—that you chose, and chose wisely, to eulogize

your own city in order that you might gratify the

multitude of your fellow-citizens and that you might
win the acclaim of those who are friendly disposed
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KCLfjidvois evBoKLfxijarjs. ravra 8e yvovs vneXa^es

cos et fJi€v TTcpi ixovTjs avTTJs TTonjaet tovs Xoyovs

/cat Ttt yLvdoihi) nepl avrijs ip^ts o. Travres dpv-

Xovaiv, ofioia ^avetrai to. Aeyd/xeva rot? vtto tcov

aAAcov yeypafxfxevois, i(f)^ & av ixaXiar av alu)(yv-

238 9eL7]£ /cat XvTT-qdetrjs' iav 8' idaas eKelva XeyTjs rag

Trpaget? rds o/xoAoyou/xeWs' /cat TroAAoii' dyadcov

aiTias roXs "EAAT^crt yeyevqixevas, /cat Trapa^dXXrjs

avras Trpo? rag AaKeSaipLovicov, /cat rds /xev rojv

TTpoyovojv enaLvfjg, rdv 8' eKelvois TreTrpayixevcov

Karrjyopfjs, o re Xoyos ivapyecrrepos etvat 8d^et

Toi? aKovovai /cat cw fieveis iv rot? avrols, o [jidXXov

av TLves Oavjidaeiav rGiv rols aAAot? yeypap-pLevajv.

239 " Ev ap;)(^ jxev ovv ovtco fioi ^aivei ra^ai /cat

povXevaaadat irepi avrojv, elhtbs Se crauTOP' evr-

rjveKora rrjv UTrapTiarcov SiOLKTjcnv d)s ovScls dXXos,

(popeladac tovs aKrjKooras , jxrj So^rjs ofxoLos etvai

Tols XeyovoTLV o ri dv tv^ojcji /cat rovrovs vvv ipeyeiv

ovs TTporepov eTrrjveis puaXXov rcov dXXtov ravT*

ivdvfir^Oels aKOTreicrOai voiovs rivds dv eKarepovs

etvat cf)r^aas dXr]9rj re Xeyeiv Sd^eta? Trept d[X(f)o-

repoiVy e^ois r dv tovs P'^v TTpoyovovs irraiveiv,

ovarrep ^ovXei, UTrapTLardJv Se So/cett' pev /ca-

TTiyopelv TOLS drjScbs npds avTovs Sta/cet/xeVot?,

" yVn exaggeration. But see Archidamus ; Areop. 7 ;

Nicocles 24 ; Peace 142 ff.
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towards you. But ha\-ing so decided, you conceived
that if you confined your discourse to Athens alone

and repeated the fables about her which fall easily

from the lips of everyone, your speech would appear
no different from those which had been composed by
the other orators (which would cause you extreme
humiliation and distress), whereas if you discarded
these fables and dealt with her acknowledged achieve-

ments, which have brought many blessings to the
Hellenes, and compared these with the deeds of the
Lacedaemonians, praising the achievements of your
ancestors and censuring the things which have been
done by the Lacedaemonians, not only would your
discourse make a more striking impression upon your
hearers but you yourself would lose no ground, and
many would admire such a treatment of the theme
more than what had been -vATitten by the other
orators.

" At the first, then, so it appears to me, this was the
manner in which you reviewed and thought upon
your problem. But since you knew that you had
praised the government of the Spartans more than
any other man,*" you feared lest you might impress
those who had heard this praise as no different from
the orators who speak without conviction or principle,

if, that is to say, you censured on the present occasion
those whom you formerly were wont to praise above
all others. Pondering this difficulty, you proceeded
to study in what light you could represent each of
these two cities in order that you might seem to speak
the truth about them both and that you might be able
to praise your ancestors, just as you purposed to do,
and at the same time to appear to be censuring the
Spartans in the eyes of those who have no hking for
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/xr^Sev 8e TTOielv tolovtov aAAa Xavddveiv erraivihv

240 avTovs' ^rjTOJv 8e ra Totavra pahicos evpelv Xoyovs

ayi^L^oXovs Kal fXTjdev fxaXXov jLtera tcov eTraivovv-

[283] TOiv ri raJv ipeyovriov ovras, aAA' e7Taiij>orepit,eLV

Swa/xevovs Kal TroAAa? d[X(l)La^r]T'^cr€is exovras, ols

XP'^crdac TTepl fiev crvfi^oXaicov Kal irepl TrXeove^tas

dycovi^ofjievov alaxpov /cat TTOvr^pias ov puiKpov

ar]fxelov, Trept 8e (j)va€cos dvOpajTTtov 8iaXey6p.€vov

241 Kal TTpayfiaTCOV KaXov Kal (J)LX6ao(f)OV. olos Trep 6

Xoyos 6 hiavayvojadeis iariv, iv <5 TTeTroirjKas rovs

fxev crovs rrpoyovovs elprjviKovs Kal cbLXeXXrjvas Kal

rrjs laoTTjTOS rrjs iv rats TToXneiais rfyep^ovas,

HiTTaprLaras 8' VTrepoTTriKovs Kal TToXepuKovs Kal

TrXeoveKras, otovs irep avrovs elvai iravres vtt-

eiXifjijiaaLV

.

" ToiavTT]v 8' eKarepcov ixovTwv rr]v (fyvaiv, tovs

puev VTTo TrdvTOjv iTraiveladai Kal SoKelv evvovs elvai

Tip TrX-qdet,, toXs 8e rovs fJi€v ttoXXovs (l>9ovetv /cat

242 Svafxevcos e^etv", ecrrt 8' ovs Kal eTTaiveZv nvrovs Kal

davp,dt,€LV, Kal roXjJbdv Xeyeiv (x>s dyadd jxeL^co

rvyxdvovaiv exovres rcbv tols TrpoyovoLS rot? aols

TrpoaovTOjv tt^v t€ yap VTrepoi/jiav aepivoT'qros

pLerex^i-v, evboKtfxov Trpdyfiarog, Kal So/cetv (XTracrt

lX€yaXo(f)pove(Tr€povs elvai rovs roiovrovg 7/ rovs

rijs la6rr]ros Trpoearuiras, rovs re rroXepLLKovs

TToXv 8ta^epetv rcx)v elprjvLKcov' rovs piev yap ovre

KriqrLKovs elvai rwv ovk ovrcov ovre ^vXaKas

heivovs rcbv VTrapxdvrcov, rovs 8' dpi(f)6repa Svva-

adai, Kal XapL^dveiv cLv dv eTnOvpLCOoL Kal au>t,eiv

" Surely this is ironical.
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them, while in reality doing nothing of the sort but
covertly praising them instead. Seeking such an
effect, you found without difficulty arguments of

double meaning, which lend themselves no more to

the purpose of those who praise than of those who
blame, but are capable of being turned both ways and
leave room for much disputation—arguments the

employment of which, when one contends in court

over contracts for his own advantage, is shameful and
no shght token of depra\ity but, when one discourses

on the nature ofman and of things, is honourable and
bespeaks a cultivated mind." Even such is the dis-

course which has been read, in which you have
represented your ancestors as devoted to peace and
lovers of the Hellenes and champions of equaUty in

the government of states, but have painted the

Spartans as arrogant and warlike and self-seeking, as

indeed they have been conceived by all men to be.
" Such being the nature of each of these two cities,

the Athenians are extolled by all men and are

credited with being friendly to the masses, while the

Spartans are en\ied and disUked by the majority of

men. There are, however, those who praise them
and admire them and make bold to say that they have
greater advantages than were possessed by your
ancestors. For arrogance partakes of dignity—

a

quaUty held in high esteem—and men of that char-

acter are regarded as more high-minded than those

who champion equaUty, just as those who are warlike

are regarded as superior to those who are peaceable.

For the latter are neither seekers after what they do
not have nor staunch guardians of what they possess,

while the former are effective in both respects—both
in seizing whatever they covet and in keeping what-
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aTTep av dna^ Kardaxojaiv d ttoiovglv ol re'Aetoi

243 hoKovvres elvai tcov dvSpdJv. dXXd prjv /cat rrepl

TTJs TtXeove^ias koXXlovs eveiv o'lovrai Xoyovs tcov

€Lprjp,evcov rovs ixev yap aTToaTepovvras rd avjx-

poXata Kai rovg TrapaKpovofievovs koL TrapaXoyi-

t,op,evovs ovx -qyovvrai hLKaico^ KaXelardai TrXeov-

€KT(,Kovs, St,d yap to 7Tovr}pdv ex^tv ttjv So^av iv

anacnv avrovs eXarrovadai roXs Trpdyixaai, rds Se

Yi7TapTLard)v -rrXeove^ias /cat rds rd)v ^aaiXiiov koI
rag rcov rvpdvvcov evKrds fjiev etvai, /cat dnavras

244 avTivv eTTtdufxeXv, ov fi-qv dXXd XoLSopeladai /cat

Karapdadai rols rds rr^XiKavTas exovai ^vvacrreiag-

ovoeua oe tolovtov etuac rrjv (f)vaLV darts ovk dv

[284] ev^airo rots Oeols p-dXtara p.ev avros rvx^lv rijs

e^ouaias ravrrjs, el 8e pi^, rovs OLKetordrovs' (p

/cat (f)av€p6v iariv on piyiarov rcov dyaddjv dnavres

elvac vopil^opev ro ttXcov ex^iv rdjv dXXoiv.

Trfv pev ovv Trepc^oXrjv rod Xoyov So/cet? poi

245 TTOtrjoaadaL pera roiavriqs hiavoias. et p,kv ovv

rjyovp,7]v d(f)e^eadaL ere rdJv elprjpevcov /cat uapa-

Xenfseiv dveTnriprjrov rov Xoyov rovrov, ouS' ai'

avros ert Xeyetv irrexetpovv vvv S' on pkv ovk

d7Te(f)rjvdp,'r)v Trepl (Lv rrapeKXi^drjv avp^ovXos, ovhev

olp,ai aoi pbeXi^aeLV, ovSe ydp ore avvrjyes rjp,ds,

246 eSo/cet? pot anovSa^eiv Trepl avrtbv, npoeXopevov

he ae^ avvdelvai Xoyov pirjhev dpoiov rols dXXois,

^ irpo€\6/j.€vov Si ff€ scripsi : Sre Se irpoeKdfievos ov V.

" Manifestly Isocrates in this passage imitates Plato's

Republic 344, where Thrasymachus, maintaining that
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ever they have once made their own. And this is

what is done by those who are men in the complete
sense." But the eulogists of Sparta think they have
even a stronger plea for self-seeking than what I have
said. For they do not consider that men who break
contracts and cheat and falsify accounts deserve to be
termed self-seeking ; for because they are in bad
repute with all men they come off worse in all circum-

stances, whereas the self-seeking of the Spartans and
of kings and despots is a gift from heaven which all

men crave. It is true that those who hold such power
are the objects of abuse and execration ; but no man
is so constituted by nature that he would not pray to

the gods to be granted this power, preferably for

himself, but, failing that, for those nearest and dearest

to him. And this fact makes it manifest that all men
regard it as the greatest good in the world to have the

advantage over others.
" It was, then, A\-ith such thoughts, as it seems tome,

that you planned the general scope of your discourse.

But if I beUeved that you would refrain from re\ising

what has been said and would let this discourse stand

without criticism, I would not myself attempt to

speak further. As it is, however, I do not suppose

that you Mill feel disturbed in the least because I did

not speak out my opinion on the question about
which I was called in to advise you, for even at the

time when you called us together you did not seem to

me to be really concerned about it. I suppose rather

that you will object that, whereas you have deliber-

ately chosen to compose a discourse which is not at

"justice is the interest of the stronger," bids Socrates not to

mark the consequences of injustice practised on a petty
scale but those of the " most complete injustice," such as a
despotism. Cf. Plato, Gorgias 483.
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aAAa Tots" fi^v padvfjicos avayiyvojaKovaiv airXovv

€LvaL So^ovra /cat paStov KaTafiadeiv, rots 8'

aKpi^uJs Si€^iovaiv avrov, /cat Tret/aoj/xeVot? /car-

t,0€iv o Tous dXXovs XeXrjdev, ;^aAe776i^ (f)avoviJi€vov

/cat ovaKaTafJLadrjTov /cat TroAA"^? J^te^' laTOpiag

yejxovTa /cat (f)(,Xocro(/)Las , TravToSaTrfjs 8e fxearov

TTot/ctAia? /cat iJjevSoXoyias , ov rrjs eWLafjbdvrjs fxera

KaKiag ^ActTrreiv Toy? (rufj,7ToXLr€uop,€vovs, dXXa

TTJs hvvapievrjs pLerd TzaiSta? (h(j)eXeZv -q repTreiv

247 TOUS" a/couovras",—tov" oi)Sev edaavrd fie (f)-q(T€tv^

Tov rpoTTov rovTov ex^tv d)s i^ovXevcrco av nepl

avTwv, dXXd Tqv re Svvapbiv rcov XeyopLevwv

StSacr/covra /cat ttjv arjv Sidvoiav i^rjyovpLevov

ovK aiadaveadai roaovrcp tov Xoyov dSo^orepov

St e/Lte yiyvofxevov, oacp Trep avrov <{>av€pcoT€pov

eTTOLovv /cat yvcoptp^wTepov rols dvayiyvcvaKovaiv

eTTKTT'qfjLrjv yap rols ovk elSoaiv iv€pyal,6p.€vov

eprjfjiov rov Xoyov ju,e Trotetv /cat Tfjs TLpiTJs dno-
arepelv rrjs ytyvopbevr^s dv avrd) hid tovs irovovvras

Koi TTpdypbara a<j>iaLV avrols irapixovras

.

248 " 'Eyco 8 opLoXoydJ puev aTToAeAei^^at t'^v ip,r]V

(fjpovrjo-iv rrjs arjs cos Svvarov TrXelcrTOV, ov pLTjv

dAA' wGTTep TOVT otSa, /ca/cetvo rvyxdvo) yiyvco-

OKOiv, OTL TTJs TToXeoJS TTJs u/xexepaj ^ovXevopievrjs

TTcpl r(x)v pLeyio'Touv ot fxev dpicrra cf)poveLv So/cowTe?

iviore hiapbapravovai rod avjjL(f)epovTos, rcbv 8e

(f)avXoiV vopLL^opievcov elvai /cat KaTa<j>povovp.evoiv

[285] eariv ore Karwpdcoaev 6 rvxd)v /cat ^eXncrra

249 Xeyeiv eSo^ev a>ar* ovhev davpuacrrov el /cat nepl

^ (prjcreiv scripsi : (p7}(xeis siss.
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all like any other, but which to those who read it

casually will appear to be ingenuous and easy to

comprehend, though to those who scan it thoroughly
and endeavour to see in it what has escaped all

others it will reveal itself as difficult and hard to

understand, packed with history and philosophy, and
filled with all manner of devices and fictions—not the
kind of fictions which, used with e\il intent, are wont
to injure one's fellow-citizens, but the kind which,
used by the cultivated mind, are able to benefit or

to delight one's audience,—you will object, I say,

that, whereas you have chosen to do this, yet I have
not allowed any of this to stand as you resolved that

it should, but that I fail to see that in seeking both
to erplain the force of your words and to expound
your real thoughts I thereby lessen the reputation

of the discourse in proportion as I make it more
patent and intelligible to its readers ; for by im-
planting understanding in those who are without
knowledge I render the discourse naked and strip

it of the honour which would otherwise attach to it

through those who study hard and are willing to take
pains.

" But, while I acknowledge that my own intelli-

gence is vastly inferior to your own, yet as surely as I

appreciate this fact so surely do I know that in times
when your city deliberates on matters of the greatest

import those who are reputed to be the wisest some-
times miss the expedient course of action, whereas
now and then some chance person from the ranks of

men who are deemed of no account and are regarded
with contempt hits upon the right course and is

thought to give the best ad\ice. It would not, then,

be surprising ifsomething of the sort has come to pass
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rov vvv eveoTCOTog tolovtov tl avfji^e^rjKev, ottov

av fxev o'lei /xaAtcrr evBoKifjL'^ueLV, -qv a*? TrXelarov

Xpovov StaXddrjs rjv ex^ov yvcojxrjv ra rtepi rov
Xoyov €7Tpayjxarevd7]s, iyco 8' rjyovfiai ^eXrictrd

ae irpd^eiv, r^v Suvrjdijs ttjv Sidvoiav,
fj xP^^H'^^os

avTov avvedrjKas, d)S rdxtcrra ^avepdv TTOirjaai

Tols t' aXXoLs arraaL /cat AaKchatp^oviois , Ttepl

(hv TTerroLrjaai, ttoXXous Xoyovg, rovs jxev SiKaiovg

/cat aefjLVovs, rovs S' daeXyels /cat Atav (fyiXaTTCxBrj-

fxova?.

250 " Ovs et TLS eTreSetfev avrots TTplv efxe Sta-

XixdfjvaL 7T€pl avrajv, ovk eariv oncog ovk dv Ifxi-

arjaav /cat SvokoXcvs irpos ae Steredrjaav d)s /car-

riyopiav yeypacfjora /ca^' avrcov. vvv 8' oto/xat

TOWS' p-ev TrXeiarovs TiTTapTcarcJov ipifxeveXv rols

rjdeaiv olaTrep /cat tov aXXov p^poi/ov", rot? 8e

XoyoL's Tols evddSe yp(i(j)op.ivoL<5 ovhev p,dXXov

TTpoae^cLV rov vovv r) rot? e^o) ra>v 'Hpa/cAeouj

251 crTrjXciyv Xeyop,ivoLS , rovs Se (f)povLp.cordrovs avrcov

/cat rcbv Xoycov rLvds exovras rcov awv /cat Oavpid-

^ovras, rovrovs, '^v Xd^coat rov dvayvoja6p.€vov

/cat XP^^*^^ ware cruvStarpi^at acfjiaiv avrols,

ovhev dyvoiqaeLV rcjv XeyopLevojv, dXXd /cat rcov

irraivcov alady^aeadat rcbv /xer' aTroSetfeo)? et/>7j-

fievojv rrepl rrjs noXecos rrjs iavrdjv, /cat rcov AoiSo-

picov Kara(f)pov'qaeiv rcbv eiKfj p,ev rols Trpdypaai

Xeyopievcov TriKpcbs 8e rots' 6v6p,aai Kexprjpievcov

,

/cat vopLielv rds p-ev ^Xaacjyrjfxias rag evovaas ev

252 TO) ^l^Xlco rov <j)d6vov vrro^aXeiv , rds he Tipd^eis

/cat ras pdxo-s, ecf) ats avroi re p.eya cfipovovai,
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in the present instance, where you think that you will

gain the greatest credit if you conceal for the longest

possible time the purpose you had in mind when you
worked out your discourse, whereas I think that you
will best succeed if you can with the least possible

delay publish the thought by which you were
governed when you composed it to all the world and
especially to the Lacedaemonians, whom you have
often discussed, sometimes with fairness and dignity,

but then again with recklessness and extreme
captiousness.

" For if one were to show them a discourse of the

latter sort before I had explained it to them, they
would inevitably hate you and dislike you for ha\-ing

wTitten in denunciation of them. As it is, I think

that while most of the Lacedaemonians will continue

to abide in the ways to which they have been faithful

in past times and will pay no more attention to what
is WTitten in Athens than to what is said beyond the
Pillars of Heracles, yet the most intelligent among
them,who possess and admire certain ofyour writings,

will not misapprehend anything of what is said in this

discourse if they can find someone who will interpret

it to them, and if they can take the time to ponder
over it by themselves ; on the contrary, they will

appreciate the praise given to their own city, which
is based on proof, while they will dismiss with con-

tempt the abuse, which is uttered at random with no
regard to the facts, and is offensive only in the words
employed ; and they will think that envy slipped in

the calumnies which are found in your treatise, but
that you have recorded the exploits and the battles

in which they themselves take great pride and be-
cause of which they enjoy a high repute with the

527



ISOCRATES

Kal irapa rols aWois euSo/ci/xoucrt, ere yeypa^evai

/cat fivrjuoveveadai TTeTTOtrjKcvai, avvayayovTa Trdaas

avras Kal divra Trap" aAAi^Aas, oXtlov 8' elvai /cat

rov TToWovs TTodeiv dvayviovai /cat SieXdelv avrds,

OV rds €K€LVCOV €7TidvfjiOVVTaS oLKovaaL TTpd^ei?,

253 aAAo. TTibs crv Stet'Ae^at Trepl avrcbv piadelv ^ovXo-

jjievovs. ravT ivOvpiov/xevovs /cat Ste^toi/ra? ouSe

Twv TTaXaLcov epyojv dpLV-qpLovqaetv, 8t Sv cy/ce/ccu-

[286] /xta/ca? rovs irpoyovovs avTiJbv, aXXd /cat TroAAa/ct?

ScaXe^ccrdaL Trpog cr(f)ds avrovs, TTpoJrov /xev ort

Acopiets ovres, eTretSi^ /caretSov ra? TroAet? ra?

iavTOJv aSo^ou? /cat puKpds /cat TroAAoit' erSeet?

ovaas, vnepiSovTes TavTag earpaTCvaav ein ra?

er rieAoTrovrTycra) TTpcorevovaag, err Apyo? /cat

254 AaKeSatpLOva /cat MeacrT^v'T^v', p^dxj) 8e vt/CT^crav'Tes"

Touj /Acv TjTTTjdevTas e/c re tcSi' TroAecov /cat tt^s

Xdopag e^e^aXov, avrol Se to.? Kr-qaeis airaaas

rds eKeivcov rore Karaaxovres ert /cat vw exovcnv,

OV pL€L^ov epyov /cat davp,aar6repov ovhelg iin-

Setfet /car' eKclvov rov XP^^^^ yevofievov, ovSe

TTpd^iv evrvx^OTepav /cat ^eo^tAecrrepav tt^s" tous"

Xpf]<yapL€VOVS TTJs fJL€v ot/cettt? dTTopias dTTaXXagaarjg,

TTJs S' dAAoT/ata? euSat/xovta? Kvpiovs TTOLrjodarjg

.

265 " Kat ravra pikv pierd irdvTOJV ovorpaTevaa-

pL€vo}v cTTpa^av irreLSri Se Trpo? 'Apyetoy? /cat

MeacTTjvtous T17V x^P^^ StetAovro /cat /ca^ auToi;?

ev UTrdpTT] KaTcpKrjaav, ev tovtol? tols Katpols

ToaovTov (f)povrjaai (f)rjs avrovs, metre ovras ov
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rest of the world, and that you have made these

achievements memorable by collecting them all and
placing them side by side with each other and so

have brought it about that many of the Spartans

long to read and peruse your accounts of them,
not because they crave to hear of their own deeds,

but because they wish to hear how you have dealt

A\ith them. And as they think and dwell upon
these deeds, they ^vill not fail to recall also those

ancient exploits through which you have glorified

their ancestors," but ^\ill often talk of them amongst
themselves ; and first of all they will tell of the time
when, being still Dorians, they saw their own cities

to be inglorious and insignificant and in need of

many things, and, feeling them to be unworthy, took

the field against the leading states of the Pelopon-
nesus—against Argos and Lacedaemon and Messene
—conquered them in battle and drove the vanquished
both from their cities and from their lands, and seized

for themselves at that time all the possessions of the

enemy and have continued to hold them to this day.

And no man can point to a greater or a more
marvellous achievement in those times nor to an
enterprise more fortunate or more blessed of the gods
than that which dehvered those who engaged in it

from their own poverty and placed them in possession

of the prosperity of others.
" These were \ictories won with the aid of all who

joined in that expedition. But after they had
divided the territory ^\ith the Argives and the Mes-
senians and for themselves had settled in Sparta—at

this juncture, as you say, they were so proud that

although they then numbered no more than two

« See 239, note.
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TrXeiovs Tore Sicr;^tAta)v ovx rjyrjcraadai a(f)ds

avrovs d^Lovs elvai t,rjv, el firj SeaTTorai Traacov

TcJbv iv UeXoTTOvi'Tjaa) TToXecov yeveadai SwrjOelev,

256 ravra 8e Siavorjdevras /cat TToXefielv eTTix^ip-q-

aavras ovk dTrenrelv, iv ttoXXols KaKois /cat

KivSvvoLs ytyvofxevovs , Trplv aTrdaas ravras v(f>*

avTOLs eiToirjaavro ttXtjv rrjs ^Apyeicov TToXecos,

exovras S' tJSt] /cat x^P^^ TTXeiarrjv kol hvvaynv

fjLeylarrjv /cat So^av roaavrrjv oarjv Trpocn^/cet Toys'

TrjXiKavra SiaTreTTpayfievovg ovx ^t"^ov SiaKeladat,

(fiLXoTifiojs , oTt Xoyos V7Trjpx€v avTols tSto? /cat

257 KaXos fJLOvoLs tcov '}LXXt]vcov i^elvai yap elirelv

avTOts OTt a(j>eZs fiev ovres ovrcos dXiyoi rov

dpiOjxov ovhefxid TTCoTTore rcbv fjLvpidvSpajv ttoXccov

rjKoXovOrjaav ouS' eTTOtrjaav to TrpoaTaTTOjxevov

,

dXX avTovajjiOL SieTeXeaav ovTes, auTol 8 iv tw
TToXifiip TO) TTpog tov? ^ap^dpovs TrdvTCJV tcov

'^XXtJvcov rjy€fi6v€s KaTecTTrjaav , /cat ttjs TtpLrjs

TavTTjs CTVxov OVK dXoycog , dXXd Sta to pidxo-?

7TOirjcrdiJi€VOL TrXeLOTas dvdpwTTOjv /caT €K€lvov tov

Xpovov /iTjSe/xtav rjTTr^drjvai tovtojv iqyovp.evov

258 ^aaiXecxJS , dXXd veviK-qKevai ndaas, ov TCKfi-qpiov

[287] ouSet? dv SvvaiTO [xei^ov elirelv dvSplas /cat Kap-

Tepias /cat ttJ? vrpos" dXX-qXovs ofiovotas, ttXyjv iq

TO p-qd-qaeaOaL [xiXXov togovtcov yap to ttXtjOos

TCOV TToXeWV TWV 'EiXXtJVlScOV OVardjV, tcov IX€V

dXXcxiV ovhefilav ouSeV'^ elireZv ovh evpelv, tjtls ov

7T€pi,7T€7rTCjL>K€ TOLS ovpL^opals Tat? et^tCT/xeVat?

259 yiyveadai Tat? TToXeaiv, iv he ttj UTrapTi-aTcov

^ ovSefxiau ovS^v Benseler : ovde/j.iav mss.

" The Spartans at the time of the Persian Wars numbered
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thousand men " they considered themselves un-

worthy to live unless they could make themselves

masters of all the cities in the Peloponnesus. In this

state of mind, they undertook to wage war and did

not cease, albeit they were involved in many mis-

adventures and dangers, before they had reduced
them all to subjection, except the city of the Argives.

But when at length they held the greatest territory

and the strongest power in Hellas and a reputation

appropriate to men who had achieved such mighty
things, they continued no less to pride themselves
upon the fact that they could boast of a record unique
and glorious : for they, alone of the Hellenes, could

say that, albeit so few in number, they had never
followed the lead or done the bidding of any one ofthe

populous states, but had throughout been free and
independent ; and that they themselves in the war
against the barbarians had held the place of leader-

ship among all the Hellenes and had attained this

honour, not without good reason, but because they
had fought more battles than any other people in

those times and had never been defeated in any one
of them, when a king led them forth to battle, but
had been victorious in all. And no one could urge
a stronger proof than this of their valour and their

hardihood and of their concord amongst themselves,
except that which I shall now mention : for of all the
other Hellenic states, many as they are, no man could
cite or find a single one which has not been involved
in the misadventures which are wont to happen to

states, whereas in the city of the Spartans no one can

eight thousand according to Herod, vii. 234. Aristotle
{Politics ii. 9) states that in his day there were hardly one
thousand.
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ovSels av iTTLSei^€i€v ovre ardaiv ovre cr^ayaj

ovT€ (f}uya.g dvofiovg yeyevrjfievas, oj3S' dpnayds
)(pf]lJ-d.Ta)v o?58' alaxvvas yvvaiKcov /cat naihcov,

dAA' ouSe TToXiTeias fiera^oXrjv ovSe -x^peoiv diro-

KOTTag ouSe yrjs dvaSaufjiov oyS' aAA' ovSev roJv

avT^Kearcov KaKcbv. rrepl (Lv Ste^tovras ovk eariv

OTTOis ov Kttt aov, Tov T ddpoioavTOs /cat Sta-

XexO^vTos ovTOJ KaXws Trepl avrcov, fxefxvqaeadaL

Kal 7ToXXr)v xa/aty e^eiv.

260 " Ov rrjv avrrjv 8e yvcofirjv e;^aj Trepl aov vvv

/cat TTporepov. ev jxev yap rot? TrapeXOovai xpdvois

idavfxal,6v aov Tiqv re <f)vaLV /cat ttjv tov ^lov

rd^LV /cat ti]v (juXoTTOviav /cat fxdXiaTa rrjv dXT]6€iav

TrJ9 (f)LXocrocf)Las, vvv Se ^r)X6j ae /cat /xa/capt^cD

TT^? euSat/iovtas" 8o/cet? yap /Ltot t,djv fxev X'qipeadac j
Sd^av" ov /xet'^O) /xev -^s d^Los el, ;(aAe770v yap, a
TTapd TrAetocrt Se /cat ptaXXov ofioXoyovpbevqv ttjs

vvv VTTapxovG-rjs , reXevr-qaas Se tov ^lov p-cde^CLV

ddavaaias, ov Trjs tols deoXs Trapovarjg , dXXd ttjs

rot? eTTtytyvojU-eVot? Trept tcjv SieveyKovTcov inL

261 Ttrt Ttov KaXcbv epycov fMvqfjirjv ifnroLovarjs. /cat

St/catojs" reu^et toutojv eTri^ve/ca? yap Ta? TrdAet?

dp,(f)OT€pag KaXdJs /cat irpocr'qKovTOJs, tt^v fiev

/caret, rrp Sd^av tt^v tcuv 77oAAa;i^, :^S' oySet? tcDv

ovopLaaTOJV dvSpdJv KaTaTre^povqKev , aXX CTrt-

dvfjLovvTes Tvx^Xv avTTjs OVK eoTiv ovTiva KLvhvvov

ovx VTTOfxevovcn, ttjv Se /caret tov XoyiapLov twv
7T€Lpa>[jL€va)v (rTOxdt,€adaL ttjs dXrjdeLas, Trap* ots

evSo/ctp,etv dv rtve? e'Aotvro p,dXXov 'q TTapd rot?

aAAot? StTtAaCTtots' yevofievoLS t) vvv elaiv.

" Almost quoted from Antid. 127.
* See To Demonicus 38 and note; To Nicocles 37; Phil. 134.
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show an instance of civil faction or slaughter or

unlavvful exile, nor of seizure of property or outrage

to women and children, nor even of revolution or

aboUtion of debts or redistribution of lands, nor of any
other of the irreparable ills." And as the Spartans
review these facts, they cannot fail to remember you
also, who have collected them and discoursed upon
them so ably, and to be most grateful to you.

" But I do not now have the same feeling about you
as I had formerly. For in time past I admired your
natural endo\vments and the manner in which you
ordered your life and your devotion to work and
above all the truth of your teaching, but now I envy
and congratulate you because of your good fortune.

For it seems to me that during your lifetime you will

gain a reputation, not greater than you deserve—for
that would be difficult—but one more widely extended
and more heartily acknowledged than that which you
now possess, and that after you have ceased to live

you \vill partake of immortality,^ not the immortaUty
which the gods enjoy, but that which plants in future

generations a remembrance of those who have dis-

tinguished themselves in any noble endeavour. And
you will deserve this reward ; for you have extolled

both these cities well and fittingly—Athens, according

to the acclaim of the majority, which no man of

note has ever disdained, while all men in their

craving to obtain it are ready to submit themselves
to any hazard whatsoever ; but Sparta, according to

the reasoning of those who endeavour to aim at the
truth, whose good opinion some would choose in

preference to that of all the rest of the world, even
were mankind to number twice as many as now.
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262 " 'AttA-^ctto)? 8e SiaKcifjievos ev ro) Trapovri npos
TO XeycLV, Kal ttoAA' av elrreZv €)(cov en /cat Trept

aov /cat Trept roti^ TToAeoiP' /cat Trepi roy Adyou,

[288] ravra fiev iaaoj, jrepi (bv Se TrapaKXiqdrjvai fxe av

(f)^S, TrepL Tovrcov a.7TO(f>avoviJLat. avpi^ovXevco yap
aot fi-qTe /cara/caetv* tov Xoyov fi'qT^ d(f>avLl,€t,v,

dXX et Tivos evSe'qs eart,, SLopOcoaavra /cat rrpoa-

ypan/javra naaas rds Starpt^a? rds Trepi avrov

y€y€V7]ix€vas SiSdv'at rot? jSouAop.eVot? Xap^dveiv,

263 etTrep ^ovXei ^apiaaadat fiev tols eTneiKeardrois

rdjv 'EiXXtJvcov /cat rot? (hs dXrjdcbs (f)LXoao<f)ovcnv

dXXd pLT] TTpoaTTOLovfjievoLS, XvTTrjaai, 8e tovs dav-

fxdt,ovTas p-ev TO. era p,aAAoi^ rchv dXXcov, Xoihopov-

picvovs 8e ToZs XoyoLs tols aols ev rots oxXols

Tols TTavrjyvpCKOLS, ev ols TrXetovs elalv ol KadevSov-

res TOJv aKpocopievcov, /cat TrpoaSoKCJvras , t^v rrapa-

KpovacovraL tovs tolovtovs , evapiXXovs tovs avTwv
yevrjoeaOai toXs vtto aov yeypap,p,evoLs, KaKcos

eiSdras" ort rrXeov d7ToXeXeLp,p,evoL tcov aojv eiaiv tj

TTJs 'Op-'qpov So^rjs OL TTepl TTji^ avT'qv eKeLVCp

TTOLTTjaLv yeyovoTCs.

264 Taur' eLTTOVTOS avTOV /cat tovs napovTas d^Lw-

aavTos d'no(f>rjvaadaL rrepi d)V 7TapeKXiqdr]aav, ovk

idopv^Tjaav, o ttolclv elcodaaLV cttl tols x^P'^'^"'"*^?

StetAey/xeVotS', aAA' dve^orjaav cl>? VTrep^aXXovTOJS

etpr]kotos, xal TrepLardvTes avTOV eTT^vovv, e^-q-

Xovv, ip,aKdpL^ov, /cat vpoadelvaL p,ev ovSev el^ov

ToXs elp-qixevoLS ou8' d(f)€XeLV, avva7re(f>aLVOVTO Se

Kat avve^ovXevov p.OL iroLelv direp eKelvos irap-

265 rjveaev. ov p.r)v oyS' eyco napeaTws eaioiTTtov, dXX

« Cf. Phil. 12.

5^^



PANATHENAICUS, 262-265

" I am insatiable in my desire to speak on the
present occasion and I still have many things which
I might say concerning you and these two cities and
your discourse, but I shall forgo these subjects and
declare myself only upon the question about which,

as you say,you called me in to advise you. I counsel

you, then, not to burn or to suppress your discourse,

but—if there be any need of so doing—to revise and
supplement it and then give to those who desire it the

benefit of all the time and pains which you have spent
upon its composition, if indeed you >Wsh to gratify the

worthiest among the Hellenes—those who are in

truth devoted to culture and do not merely pretend
to it—and to annoy those who secretly admire your
writings above all others but malign your discourses

before the crowds at the national festivals, in which
those who sleep outnumber those who hsten ; " for

these speakers hope that if only they can hoodwink
such audiences their own compositions will rival yours

in popular favour, little realizing that their work is

farther below the level of yours than the poets who
have essayed to compose in the manner of Homer
fall short of his reputation."

When he had said these things and had asked those

present to express their opinion on the question about
which they had been called in, they did not merely
accord him the applause vrith which they were wont
to greet a clever speech but signified by tumultuous
shouts that he had spoken excellently ; they crowded
around him, praised him, envied him, congratulated

him, and found nothing to add to what he had said or

to subtract therefrom, but showed that they were of

his opinion and advised me to do the very thing which
be had urged. Nor did I, for my part, stand silently
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eTTjiveaa r-qv re (f)vaiv avrov /cat rrjv evrt/xeAetav,

TTcpl 8e Tcov dXXcov ovSev e<j)dey^djx'iqv c5v elTrev,

ovd d)S €TVX^ raXs virovoiais rrj? ifxrjg Siavoias

ov6' (Ls hirjixaprev, aAA' eicov avrov ovrcos ^X^''^
oiQTrep avros avrov hUdriKev.

266 YVepl [xev ovv a>v vvedefx-qv cKavcos etprjaOai vo-

jxi^cxj' ro yap dvap.ifxv'qo-KeLV Kad* eKaarov rcbv

€Lp7]iJi€VCov ov TTpeTTCL Tots" Aoyot? rois roLovroiS'

^ouAo/xat 8e SiaXexdrjvaL Trepl rajv tSia p.oL irepl

rov Xoyov avjjL^e^-qKorwv . iyoj yap €V€arrjadp.rjv

p,ev avrov errj yeyovd)^ oca irep iv dpxf] TrpoelTTOV

267 '^'8^ 8g tcov 7)[jllg€<x)v yeypaixp,€Vijov iTnyevopilvov

[289] /xoi voari^fJiaros prjdrjvat, piev ovk evTrperrovs, Svva-

fjLevov 8' dvaipeXv ov povov rovs rrpea^vrepovs iv

rpialv 7] rerrapaiv 7]p,€pais dXXd Kal rcbv dKp.al,6v-

rcov TToXXovs, rovrcp StareAa; rp" errj ptaxopcevos,

ovro) (f>cXo7T6va)9 eKdcrrrjv rrjv rjpiepav 8idya)v,

ware rovs elSoras Kal rovs irapd rovrojv TTVvda-

vopievovs pLaXXov pee davixdt,eLV hid rrjv Kaprepiav

268 ravrrjv ^ 8t' a Trporepov eirrjvovpirjv . rjSr] 8'

dTTeiprjKoros Kat Sid rrjv voaov Kal Sid ro yrjpas,

rCiv eTTiaKOTTovvrcov rives pie Kal rroXXaKis dv-

eyvcoKorcov ro piepos rov Xoyov ro yeypapcpevov,

eSeovro piov Kal avve^ovXevov pirj KaraXnreiv

avrov 'qpiireXrj pirjS^ dSiepyaarov, oAAa TTOvrjaai

piiKpov XP^^^^ '^'^'' T^poaex^iv roXs Xoittois rov

269 vovv. ovx opLOiois 8e SieXeyovro Trepl rovrcov rois

d(f)oaiovpievois, aAA' vrrepeTraivovvres piev rd yeypapi-

pieva, roiavra Se Xeyovres, oJv e'l rives tJkovov pu-qre

" As at the close of the Address to Philip.
" See 3.

« Coray conjectures that the malady was dysentery.
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by ; on the contrary, I praised both his native ability

and his training, although beyond that I uttered

not a word about the sentiments which he had
expressed, as to how his conjecture had hit upon my
purpose or missed the mark, but let him remain of

the same opinion which he had formed for himself.

Now as to the subject which I undertook to discuss,

I think that I have said enough ; for to review in

detail the points which have been made *• is not in

keeping with discourses such as this. But I do >vish

to relate my personal experiences in relation to its

composition. I entered upon it at the age which I

have already stated at the beginning.^ But when I

had written half of it, I was attacked by a malady
which it is not decorous to name," but which is

powerful enough to carry off in the course of three or

four days not only older people but many in the prime
of Ufe. I battled against this disease without respite

for three years, and I passed every day of that time
with such devotion to my work that those who knew
of my industry as well as those who learned of it from
them admired me more because of this fortitude than
because of the things for which I had formerly been
praised. When, however, I had at length given up
my work both because of my illness and of my age,

certain of those who were in the habit of paying me
visits, and who had read again and again the portion
of my discourse which I had written, begged and
urged me not to leave it half-finished or incomplete,
but to work upon it for a short time and to give my
thoughts to what remained to be done. They did
not speak as men do who perfunctorily acquit them-
selves of a duty, but praised extravagantly what I

had WTitten, saying about it such things that if any
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avvrjdeis rjfiLV ovreg /XTyr' evvoiav fxrjSefjiLav exovres,

OVK eartv ottojs ovk av vneXa^ov rovg fxev cf)€va-

Kt^eiv, ijjie 8e ScecfiddpOai Kal iravTaTTaaiv elvai

270 jjicopov, el Treloroixai rot? Xeyoiiivois. ovrco 8'

excov €(f)
otg elirelv eroXfirjaav eTreiaOiqv {ri yap

Set fiaKpoXoyetv ;) yeveaOai Tipos rfj rwv Xolttcov

TTpayjxareia yeyovojs jJicv err] rpia [xovov dno-
XeiTTOvra rcov eKarov, ovro) Se hiaKeipievos cos

erepos e^oiv ovx ottcos ypd(f)etv dv Xoyov eTrexeipr]-

aev, dXX' ovS' dXXov SeiKvvovros /cat TTOVijaavTos

rjdeXrjaev dKpoarrjs yeveadai.

271 Tlvos ovv eveKa ravra Si'qXdov; ov avyyvwfxrjs

TVX^LV d^iwv vnep tcov elprjjjievcov, ov yap ovtcos

otojxat SLeiXexdat, irepL avrcbv, dXXd 8-qXcbaai. ^ov-

Xofxevos rd re nepl e/xe yeyevrjfxeva, /cat riov

aKpoarcov eTratveaat puev rovs rov re Xoyov (xtto-

SexojJievovs rovrov /cat rcov dXXcov cnrovhaiorepovs

/cat (f)iXocro(f)a>repovs etvai vofxt^ovra? rovg re

SiSaaKaXtKOVs^ /cat rexyiKOVs rdJv rrpos rds eiTL-

Sei'^et? /cat rovs ayayvas yeypajxpLevajv, Kal rovs

rrjs dXrjdeias aroxo-^op,evovs rcov rds Sofa? ra)v

[290] aKpocDfievcov TrapaKpoveadai ^rjrovvrcov, Kal rovs

eTTLTrXr^rrovras rots dfiapravofjievots Kal vovde-

rovvras rcov npos rjhovrjv Kal X^P''^ Xeyop.evaiv,

272 avfx^ovXevaai he roZs rdvavria rovrcov ytyvu)-

^ Tous re SidacTKaKiKovs vulg. : rods diSaa-KaXiKovs T.

" Such as this discourse or the Panegyricus. See
Paneg. 11.

* Speeches which were written for display—epideictic

oratory—are composed with finish but are not instructive.

See General Introd. p. xxii. Speeches written for the law-

courts, on the other hand, lack the refinements of style and
aim to pervert the truth. See General Introd. p. xxiii.
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people had heard them who were not my personal

friends and kindly disposed towards nie, they could

not possibly have failed to suppose that my \-isitors

were trjung to make a fool of me and that I had
lost my wits and was altogether a simpleton if

I allowed myself to be persuaded of what they
said. But, although I had this feeUng about the
things which they made bold to state, I did allow

myself to be persuaded (for why make a long story of

it ?) to occupy myself \^ith the completion of the
discourse, at a time when I lacked but three years of
ha\ing lived a century and when I was in a state of
infirmity such that anyone else similarly afflicted, so

far from undertaking to wTite a discourse of his own,
would not even be ^vilhng to hsten to one worked out
and submitted by another.

^^^ly, then, have I gone into these matters ? Not
because I think that I should ask indulgence for the
things which I have discussed—for I do not feel that
I have spoken of them in a manner to require this

—but because I desire both to relate my personal
experiences and to commend those among my hearers
who not only applaud this speech but prefer, as more
weighty and more worthy of serious study, discourses

which are composed for instruction and, at the same
time, with finished art " to others which are wTitten
for display or for the law-courts,* and who prefer for

the same reason discourses which aim at the truth to
those which seek to lead astray the opinions of their

auditors, and discourses which rebuke our faults and
admonish <= us to those which are spoken for our
pleasure and gratification.** I desire, on the other

* Such as the Peace. See Antid. 62.
" Cf. To Nicoclea 54.

539



ISOCRATES

OKovoL TTpoJTOV jxev jjLT] TTLCTTeveiv Tat? avrcbv

yvcofxaLS, jLtTjSe vojiti^etv dXr]d€ls elvai, tols Kpiaets

ras V7t6 tcov padviiovvroiv yLyvojxevas , eireira [xr]

irpoTTercos aTTO(f)aiv€adaL TTcpl Sv ovk laacnv, dAAo.

TrepLfxeveiv ecus o,v ojxovorjaat, hvinjOcbai rots rojv

eTnheiKWixevojv TToXXrjv epuTreipiav exovatv rwv
yap ovTco Sloikovvtojv ras iaVTWV Siai'ota? ovk

ecTTLV oans a.v rovs tolovtovs avo'qTovs elvai

vofxtaeLev.

" I^iterally, " experience of things shown." Others render
" experience in epideictic oratory."
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hand, to warn those of my hearers who are of a mind
contrary to these, in the first place, not to trust in

their own opinions nor to regard as true the judge-

ments which are pronounced by the lazy-minded and,

in the second place, not to pubhsh hastily their \-iews

on things which they do not understand, but to wait

until they can find themselves in accord with men who
have much experience of matters submitted to them
for judgement;" for if they will so govern their

thoughts, no one can fail to approve their discretion.

541



4

Printed in G?-eai Britain ly R. & R. Ci.arK; Limited, Edinlurgh.



THE LOEB CLASSICAL
LIBRARY

VOLUMES ALREADY PUBLISHED

LATIN AXTTHORS

APULEIUS. THE GOLDEN ASS (METAMORPHO-
SES). Trans, by W, Adlington (1566). Revised by
S. Gaselee. {ith Impression.)

AULUS GELLIUS. Trans, bv J. C. Rolfe. 3 Vols.

AUSONIUS. Trans, bv H. G.'Evelyn White. 2 Vols.

BOETHIUS: TRACTS akd DE CONSOLATIONE
PHILOSOPHIAE. Trans, by the Rev. H. F. Stewart

and E. K, Rand. {2nd Impression.)

CAESAR! CIVIL WARS. Trans, by A. G. Peskett.

(3rd Impression.)

CAESAR : GALLIC WAR. Trans, by H. J. Edwards.
(•ith Impression.)

CATULLUS. Trans, by F. W. Cornish; TIBULLUS.
Trans, by J. P. Postdate ; PERVIGILIUM VENERIS.
Trans, by J. W. Mackail. (8<A Impression.)

CICERO : DE FINIBUS. Trans, by H. Rackham. {2nd

Impression.)

CICERO: DEOFFICIIS. Trans, by Walter Miller. {3rd

Impression.)

CICERO: DE REPUBLICA AND DE LEGIBUS. Trans.

by Clinton Keyes.
CICERO: DE SENECTUTE, DE AMICITIA. DE
DIVINATIONE. Trans, by W. A. Falconer, {2nd
Impression.)

CICERO : LETTERS TO ATTICUS. Trans, by E. O.
Winstedt. 3 Vols. (Vol. I. 4th, II. 3rd, and III. 2nd
Impression.)

CICERO: LETTERS TO HIS FRIENDS. Trans, by
W. Glvnn Williams. 3 Vols.

CICERO : PHILIPPICS. Trans, by W. C. A. Ker.

CICERO : PRO ARCHIA POETA, POST REDITUM IN
SENATU, POST REDITUM AD QUIRITES, DE
DOMO SUA, DE HARUSPICUM RESPONSIS, PRO
PLANCIO. Trans, bv N. H. Watts.

CICERO: PRO CAECINA, PRO LEGE MANILIA,
PRO CLUENTIO, PRO RABIRIO. Trans, by H.
Grose Hodge.

1



THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

CICERO: TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS. Trans, by
J. E. King.

CICERO : VERRINE ORATIONS. Trans, by L. H. G.
Greenwood. 2 Vols. Vol. I.

CLAUDIAN. Trans, by M. Platnauer. 2 Vols.
CONFESSIONS OF ST. AUGUSTINE. Trans, by W.
Watts (1631). 2 Vols. (Vol. I. 4.th, Vol. II. 3rd. Imp.)

FRONTINUS: STRATAGEMS and AQUEDUCTS.
Trans, by C. E. Bennett.

FRONTO: CORRESPONDENCE. Trans, by C. R.
Haines. 2 Vols.

HORACE: ODES and EPODES. Trans, by C. E.
Bennett. {8th Impression revised.)

HORACE: SATIRES, EPISTLES, ARS POETICA.
Trans, by H. R. Fairclough. {2nd Impression revised.)

JUVENAL AND PERSIUS. Trans, by G. G. Ramsay.
{4-th Impression.)

LIVY. Trans, by B. O. Foster. 13 Vols. Vols. I.-IV.

(Vol. I. 2nd Im.pression revised.)

LUCAN. Trans, by J. D. Duff.
LUCRETIUS. Trans, bv W. H. D. Rouse. (2nd Edition.)
MARTIAL. Trans. by'W. C. A. Ker. 2 Vols. {2nd

Impression revised.)

OVID: HEROIDES, AMORES. Trans, by Grant Shower-
man. {2nd Impression.)

OVID: METAMORPHOSES. Trans, by F. J. Miller.

2 Vols. (Vol. I. 5th Im,pression. II. 4th Impression.)
OVID: TRISTIA AND EX PONTO. Trans, by A. L.

Wheeler.
PETRONIUS. Trans, by M. Heseltine ; SENECA : APO-
COLOCYNTOSIS. Trans, by W. H. I). Rouse. {4th Imp.)

PLAUTUS. Trans, by Paul Nixon. 5 Vols. Vols. I.-III.

(Vol. I. 3rd Impression.)
PLINY: LETTERS. Melmoth's translation revised by
W. M. ly. Hutchinson. 2 Vols. {3rd Impression.)

PROPERTIUS. Trans, by H. E. Butler. (3rd Impression.)

QUINTILIAN. Trans, by H. E. Butler. 4 Vols.

SALLUST. Trans, by J. C. Rolfe.

SCRIPTORES HISTORIAE AUGUSTAE. Trans, by
D. Magie. 3 Vols. Vols. I. and II.

SENECA : EPISTULAE MORALES. Trans, by R. M.
Gummere. 3 Vols.



THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

SENECA : MORAL ESSAYS. Trans, by J. W. Basore.

3 Vols. Vol. I.

SENECA: TRAGEDIES. Trans, by F. J. Miller.

2 Vols. {2nd Impression revised.)

STATI US. Trans, by J. H. Mozlev. 2 Vols.

SUETONIUS. Trans, by J. C. Rolfe. 2 Vols. (Vol. I. ith

Impression revised. Vol. II. 3rd Impression.)

TACITUS : DIALOGUS. Trans, by Sir Wm. Peterson ;

and AGRICOLA and GERMANIA. Trans, by Maurice
Hutton. (3rd Impression.)

TACITUS : HISTORIES. Trans, bv C. H. Moore. 2 Vols.

Vol. I.

TERENCE. Trans, by John Sargeaunt. 2 Vols. {5th

Impression.)
VELLEIUS PATERCULUS and RES GESTAE DIVI
AUGUSTI. Trans, bv F. W. Shipley.

VIRGIL. Trans, by H." R. Fairclough. 2 Vols. (Vol. I.

7th Impression, II. 5th Impression.)

GREEK AUTHORS

ACHILLES TATIUS. Trans, bv S. Gaselee.

AENEAS TACTICUS, ASCLEPIODOTUS and ONA-
SANDER. Trans, bv The Illinois Greek Club.

AESCHINES. Trans, by C. D. Adams.
AESCHYLUS. Trans, by H. Weir Smyth. 2 Vols.

(Vol. I. 2nd Impression.)

APOLLODORUS. Trans, by Sir James G. Frazer. 2 Vols.

APOLLONIUS RHODIUS. Trans, by R. C. Seaton.

(3rd Impression.)

THE APOSTOLIC FATHERS. Trans, by Kirsopp Lake.
2 Vols. (Vol. I. 4th Impression, II. 3rd Impression.)

APPIAN'S ROMAN HISTORY. Trans, by Horace
White. 4 Vols. (Vols. I. and IV. 2wd Impression.)

ARISTOPHANES. Trans, by Benjamin Bickley Rogers.
3 Vols. (Verse translation.) {2nd Impression.)

ARISTOTLE : THE " ART " OF RHETORIC. Trans.

bv J. H. Freese.

ARISTOTLE : THE NICOMACHEAN ETHICS. Trans,

by H. Rackham.
3



THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

ARISTOTLE : THE PHYSICS. Trans, bv the Rev. P.
Wicksteed, 2 Vols. Vol. I.

ARISTOTLE : POETICS : " LONGINUS "
: ON THE

SUBLIME. Trans, by W. Hamilton Fyfe, and DE-
METRIUS : ON STYLE. Trans, bv W. Rhys Roberts.

ATHENAEUS: THE DEIPNOSOPHISTS. 'Trans, by
C. B. Gulick. 7 Vols. Vols. I.-III.

CALLIMACHUS and LYCOPHRON. Trans, by A. W.
Mair, and ARATUS, trans, by G. R. Mair,

CLEMENT OF ALEXANDRIA. Trans, by the Rev.
G. W. Butterworth.

DAPHNIS AND CHLOE. Thornley's translation revised

by J. M. Edmonds : and PARTHENIUS. Trans, by
S. Gaselee. (2nd Impression.)

DEMOSTHENES: DE CORONA and DE FALSA
LEGATIONE. Trans, by C. A. Vince and J. H. Vince.

DIOCASSIUS: ROMAN HISTORY. Trans, bv E. Cary.
9 Vols.

DIOGENES LAERTIUS. Trans, by R. D. Hicks. 2 Vols.

EPICTETUS. Trans, by W. A. Oldfather. 2 Vols.
EURIPIDES. Trans, by A. S. Wav. 4 Vols, (Verse trans.)

(Vols. I. and IV. 3rd, II. 4i!A, III. 2nd Imp.)
EUSEBIUS: ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. Trans.
by Kirsopp Lake. 2 Vols. Vol. I.

GALEN: ON THE NATURAL FACULTIES. Trans, by
A. J. Brock. {2nd Impression.)

THE GREEK ANTHOLOGY. Trans, by W. R. Paton.

5 Vols. (Vol. I. 3r<i, II. 2nd Impres»ion.)

THE GREEK BUCOLIC POETS (THEOCRITUS, BION,
MOSCHUS). Trans, by J. M. Edmonds. (5th Imp.)

HERODOTUS. Trans, by A. D. Godley. 4 Vols. (Vols.

I.-III. 2nd Impression.)

HESIOD and THE HOMERIC HYMNS. Trans, by
H. G. Evelyn White. (4th Impression.)

HIPPOCRATES. Trans, by W. H. S. Jones and E. T.

Withington. 4 Vols. Vols. I.-III.

HOMER: ILIAD. Trans, by A. T. Murray. 2 Vols.

{2nd Impression.)

HOMER : ODYSSEY. Trans, by A. T. Murray. 2 Vols,

{3rd Impression.)
ISAEUS. Trans, bv E. S. Forster.

ISOCRATES. Trans. by G. Norlin. 3 Vols. Vols. Land II.

4



THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

JOSEPHUS. Trans, by H. St. J. Thackeray. 8 Vols.
Vols. I.-III.

JUIJAN. Trans, by Wilmer Cave Wright. 3 Vols.
LUCIAN. Trans, by A. M. Harmon. 8 Vols. Vols. I.-IV.

(Vols. I. and II. 3rd JmprMsion.)
LYRA GRAECA. Trans, by J. M. Edmonds, 3 Vols.

(Vol. I. 2nd Edition revised and enlarged.)
MARCUS AURELIUS. Trans, by C. R. Haines. {2nd

Impression.)
MENANDER. Trans, by F. G. AUinson.
OPPIAN, COLLUTHUS AND TRYPHIODORUS. Trans.
bv A. W. M&ir.

PAUSANIAS: DESCRIPTION OF GREECE. Trans.
by W. H. S. Jones. 5 Vols, and Companion Vol. Vols.
I. and II.

PHILO. Trans, bv F. M. Colson and the Rev. G. H.
\Miitaker. 10 Vols. Vols. I. and II.

PHILOSTRATUS : THE LIFE OF APOLLONIUS OF
ri^\NA. Trans, by F. C. Conybeare. 2 Vols. (VoL L
3rd, II. 2nd Impression.)

PHILOSTRATUS axd EUNAPIUS : LIVES OF THE
SOPHISTS. Trans, by Wilmer Cave Wright.

PINDAR, Trans, bv Sir J. E. Sandvs, (4/A Impression.)
PLATO: CHARM'IDES, ALCIBIADES I. and II.,

HIPPARCHUS. THE LOVERS, THEAGES, MINOS,
EPINOMIS. Trans, bv W. R. M. Lamb.

PLATO : CRATYLUS, PARMENIDES. GREATER axd
LESSER HIPPIAS. Trans, bv H. N. Fowler.

PLATO : EUTHYPHRO, APOLOGY, CRITO, PHAEDO,
PHAEDRUS. Trans, bv H. N. Fowler. (6th Impression.)

PLATO : LACHES, PROTAGORAS, MENO, EUTHY-
DEMUS. Trans, bv W, R. M. I^mb.

PLATO : LAWS. Trans, bv Rev. R. G. Bury. 2 Vols.
PLATO : LYSIS, SYMPOSIUM, GORGIAS. Trans, by
W. R. M. Lamb.

PLATO : STATESMAN, PHILEBUS. Trans, by H. N.
Fowler ; ION. Trans, by W. R. M. Lamb.

PLATO : THEAETETUS, SOPHIST. Trans, by H. N.
Fowler. {2nd Impression.)

PLUTARCH: THE PARALLEL LIVES. Trans, by
B. Perrin. 11 Vols. (Vols. I., II. and VII. 2nd Im-
pression.)

5



THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

PLUTARCH: MORALIA. Trans, by F. C. Babbitt.

14 Vols. Vols. L and II.

POLYBIUS. Trans, by W. R. Paton. 6 Vols.

PROCOPIUS ; HISTORY OF THE WARS. Trans, by
H. B. Dewing. 7 Vols. Vols. I.-V.

QUINTUS SMYRNAEUS. Trans, by A. S. Way. (Verse
translation.)

ST. BASIL: THE LETTERS. Trans, by R. Deferrari.

4 Vols. Vols. I. and II.

ST. JOHN DAMASCENE : BARLAAM AND lOASAPH.
Trans, by the Rev. G. Pt. Woodward and Harold Mattingly.

SOPHOCLES. Trans, by F. Storr. 2 Vols. (Verse trans-

lation.) (Vol. I. 5th Impression, II. ith Impression.)

STRABO : GEOGRAPHY. Trans, by Horace L. Jones.

8 Vols. Vols. I.-VL
THEOPHRASTUS : THE CHARACTERS. Trans, by

J. M.Edmonds; HERODES, CERCIDAS AND THE
GREEK CHOLIAMBIC POETS. Trans, by A. D. Knox.

THEOPHRASTUS : ENQUIRY INTO PLANTS. Trans.

by Sir Arthur Hort, Bart. 2 Vols.

THUCYDIDES. Trans, by C. F. Smith. 4 Vols. (Vol. I.

2nd Impression revised.)

XENOPHON : CYROPAEDIA. Trans, by Walter Miller.

2 Vols. (Vol. I. ^nd Impression.

)

XENOPHON : HELLENICA, ANABASIS, APOLOGY,
AND SYMPOSIUM. Trans, by C. L. Brownson and
O. J. Todd. 3 Vols.

XENOPHON : MEMORABILIA and OECONOMICUS.
Trans, by E. C. Marchant.

XENOPHON: SCRIPTA MINORA. Trans, by E. C.

Marchant.



THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

VOLUMES IN PREPARATION

GREEK AXTTHORS

ARISTOTLE : METAPHYSICS, H. Tredennick.

ARISTOTLE: ON THE MOTION AND PROGRESSION
OF ANIMALS, E. S. Forster.

ARISTOTLE : ORGANON, W. M. L, Hutchinson.

ARISTOTLE : POLITICS and ATHENIAN CONSTI-
TUTION, H. Rackham.

ARRIAN : HISTORY OF ALEXANDER akd INDICA,
the Rev. E. Iliffe Robson. 2 Vols.

DEMOSTHENES : MEIDIAS, ANDROTION, ARISTO-
CRATES, TIMOCRATES, J. H. Vince.

DEMOSTHENES : OLYNTHIACS, PHILIPPICS, LEP-
TINES, MINOR SPEECHES, J. H. Vince.

DEMOSTHENES: PRIVATE ORATIONS, G. M.
Calhoun.

DIO CHRYSOSTOM, W. E. Waters.

GREEK IAMBIC AND ELEGIAC POETRY, J. M.
Edmonds.

LYSIAS, W. R. M. Lamb.
MANETHO, S. de Ricci.

PAPYRI, A. S. Hunt.

PHILOSTRATUS : IMAGINES, Arthur Fairbanks.

PLATO : REPUBLIC, Paul Shorey. 2 Vols.

PLATO: TIMAELS, CRITIAS, CLITOPHO, MENE-
XENUS, EPISTULAE, the Rev. R. G. Bury.

SEXTUS EMITRICUS, the Rev. R. G. Bury.



THE LOEB CLASSICAL LIBRARY

LATIN AUTHORS

AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS, J. C. Rolfe.
BEDE : ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, J. E. King.
CICERO : CATILINE ORATIONS, B. L. Ullman.
CICERO : DE NATURA DEORUM, H. Rackham.
CICERO : DE ORATORE, ORATOR, BRUTUS, Charles

Stuttaford.

CICERO : IN PISONEM, PRO SCAURO, PRO FON-
TEIO, PRO MILONE, PRO RABIRIO POSTUMO,
PRO MARCELLO, PRO LIGARIO, PRO REGE
DEIOTARO, N. H. Watts.

CICERO : PRO QUINCTIO, PRO ROSCIO AMERINO,
PRO ROSCIO COMOEDO, CONTRA RULLUM,
J« H. Frccsc

CICERO : PRO SEXTIO, IN VATINIUM,PRO CAELIO,
PRO PROVINCIIS CONSULARIBUS, PRO BALBO,
D. Morrah.

CORNELIUS NEPOS, J. C. Rolfe.

ENNIUS, LUCILIUS, AND OTHER SPECIMENS OF
OLD LATIN, E. H. Warmington.

FLORUS, E. S. Forster.

MINUCIUS FELIX, W. C. A. Ker.
OVID : ARS AMATORIA, REMEDIA AMORIS, etc.,

J. H. Mozley.
OVID : FASTI, Sir J. G. Frazer.

PLINY: NATURAL HISTORY, W. H. S. Jones and
L. F. Newman.

ST. AUGUSTINE : MINOR WORKS, J. H. Baxter.

ST. JEROME'S LETTERS : F. A. Wright.
SIDONIUS, E. V. Arnold and W. B. Anderson.
TACITUS : ANNALS, John Jackson.
TERTULLIAN : APOLOGY, T. R. Glover.

VALERIUS FLACCUS, A. F. Scholfield.

VITRUVIUS : DE ARCHITECTURA, F. Granger.

DESCRIPTIVE PROSPECTUS ON APPLICATION

London . . WILLIAM HEINEMANN LTD
NewYork . . G. P. PUTNAM'S SONS

8











PA
^216^
A2

1928a
v.2




