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fn the name of God, the Merciful, the Conpassionate,

lI beseechl lour succor our LordlL

THE SPEECH ABOUT RHETORICAL
ARGUMENTS'

[TNTRODUCTTON]

(l) Since we have finished speaking about dialectical syllogisms
and the extent of assent they provide,-let us speak about persu-asive
things and the extent of asseni they too provije. It is apparent that
persuasion is a kind of probable suppositionr which the'soul trusts,
despite its awareness of an-opposing consideration. In what pr"..J.a,
we already defined sr-rpposition.2

- J2) From scrutiny and inductive investigation,r it appears that the
things effecting persuasion can first be diiided into twl classes: one
of them consists in arguments, and the seconcl is externar things, which
are not arguments-like oaths, testimonies, and other thing:s we will
enumerate. Similarly, from-scrutiny it also appears that the irguments
used-in public speaking3 falr into two classes: exampre anJ proof.
(In this art, the latter is called enthymeme.) That is beca.,*..-h.r,
someone advisesa someone else to take a certain kind of medicine
he says to him: "{Jse it because so-and-so used it, and it helped him.,,
He thus persuades him by citing an example. Or he ,uy. to hi-,
"You have a disease like this or like that.', It is like that with every
single thing concerning which people converse with one 

"rro,i... 
-

(3) Since it has become apparent that this sort of speaking uses ,

these two classes of arguments, we will speak about them first. ihen,
after_ that, we will go on to speak aboui the other persuasive things,
for the former are more wortly of being considered persuasive thin
the latter and are prior by nature.

ITHE ENTHYMEME]

(a) We say: the enthymeme is a syllogism Ieading ro a conclusion
which corresponds to unexaminerl opinion previousiy existing among
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